
South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0700. 

 

 

Construction Board of Appeals 
 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, May 5, 2014 
4:00 PM, Council Chambers 
City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street  

 City of South Haven 
                                                                      

 

              
 

1. Call to Order – Chair Morse 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Approval of Minutes – November 6, 2013 
 

5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

a) Sherman Hills 
b) 229 Elkenburg 

 
7. Adjourn 

 

 
 
 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 

 



Construction Board of Appeals 
Staff Report 

November 6, 2013 

Construction Board of Appeals Staff Report 

 
Agenda Item #6a 

Sherman Hills 
 

City of South Haven 

 

 
Background Information: On October 28, 2013, the city building official sent a notice to the 
owners of Sherman Hills notifying them that the building permit on the duplex structure had 
expired and the building needed to either be demolished or completed. On November 11, 2013, 
the city hearing officer reviewed the actions of the building official and determined that the 
owner needed to secure the building and replace/repair the weather barrier wrap within ten (10) 
days (November 22, 2013). That work was completed. The hearing officer also stated that the 
owner needed to present a plan for completion of the project on or before December 16, 2013 
or the matter would be revisited in spring of 2014. No formal plans have been received as of this 
date so the matter is being forwarded to the Construction Board of Appeals (CBA). 
 
In accordance with the City Code of Ordinances, Article IX, Dangerous Buildings and 
Structures, Sec. 10-226, the city now convenes the Construction Board of Appeals (CBA) to 
hear the final local appeal to the building completion/demolition order. Attached to this agenda, 
you will find the cost comparison for repair and for demolition as prepared by John Brush as well 
as the city assessor’s determination of value. 
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends that the CBA uphold the hearing officer and John Brush 
report to order completion or demolition of the building at Sherman Hills development. 
 
Support Material: 
 
Notice to the property owner 
Minutes of the Hearing Officer Meeting  
Hearing Officer’s Decision 
Hearing Office’s Report 
Cost comparison report (by City Assessor) 
John Brush report and photos 

 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 

























Construction Board of Appeals 
Staff Report 

November 6, 2013 

Construction Board of Appeals Staff Report 

 
Agenda Item #6b 

229 Elkenburg Street 
 

City of South Haven 

 

 
Background Information: (Note: The construction board of appeals heard an appeal from Mr. 
Karrip in November of 2013. It was discovered later that the dangerous buildings ordinance had 
lapsed prior to that meeting. That matter has been corrected with the readoption of the 
ordinance and the city now asks the CBA to rehear the matter.) 
 
Since the 2013 meeting, the owner of the Overton building has made no attempt to repair the 
building or to have it demolished. The building has only deteriorated further.   
 
The city scheduled the Hearing Officer to meet again with the city and the property owner on 
April 2, 2014. The property owner was noticed of the meeting by certified mail but did not attend. 
At the meeting, the Hearing Officer, Butch Kelley, upheld the building inspector’s decision that 
the building at 229 Elkenburg needed to be demolished. He gave the owner until May 3, 2014, 
to carry out the order. To date, no demolition permit has been issued for the building. 
 
In accordance with the City Code of Ordinances, Article IX, Dangerous Buildings and 
Structures, Sec. 10-226, the city shall now convene the construction board of appeals (CBA) to 
hear the final local appeal to the demolition order. Attached to this agenda, you will find the cost 
comparison for repair and for demolition as prepared by John Brush as well as the city 
assessor’s determination of value. 
 
Recommendation: Staff recommends that the CBA uphold the hearing officer and John Brush 
report to demolish the building at 229 Elkenburg. 
 
Support Material: 
 
Notices to the property owner 
Hearing Officer’s Decision 
Minutes of the Hearing Officer Meeting (04.02.2014) 
Hearing Office’s Report 
Cost comparison report (by City Assessor) 
John Brush report and photos 

 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 





Construction Board of Appeals 

 
City of South Haven 
Minutes of Hearing Officer’s Findings 
 
Wednesday, April 2, 2014 
4:00 p.m., Conference Room A     
                     City of South Haven 

 

 
 

1. Call to Order at 4:00 p.m. 
 

Present:  Ross Rogien, Building Official; Butch Kelly, Hearing Officer 
 
2. 229 Elkenburg – Hearing Officer Findings and Order 
 

J. Karrip, Sitties LLC, the owner of 229 Elkenburg, did not appear.  
 
According to Ross Rogien, Building Official, the subject building, located at 229 Elkenburg, 
South Haven, Michigan, continues to deteriorate. Since the previous hearing, an 
approximately 1,600 square foot roof has fallen from the third story all the way down to the 
first story floor.  Masonry walls continue to deteriorate with the corners in imminent danger of 
collapse.  
 
Butch Kelly, Hearing Official: Since there has been no corrective action, the original order of 
demolition stands. 
 
Notices were posted on July 17, 2013 and September 16, 2013 and again on March 21, 
2014.  
 
Kelly stands behind the above noted notices and requires complete demolition and cleanup 
of property, according to the City of South Haven’s requirements.  
 
Completion of demolition to be no later than thirty (30) days from the date of the hearing 
officer’s order or May 3, 2014.  
 
The Construction Board of Appeals will meet concerning this matter in thirty (30) days, with 
a date to be determined based on the availability of the members. The owner will be notified.  
 

3.   Adjourn at 4:23 p.m.                                                            
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 
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