
Construction Board of Appeals 
 

 
Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Wednesday, September 14, 2016 
3:00 PM, Conference Room A 
City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street  

 City of South Haven 
                                                                      

 
              
 

1. Call to Order – Chair Morse 
 

2. Roll Call 
 

3. Approval of Agenda 
 

4. Approval of Minutes - July 27, 2016 
 

5. Public Comment 
 

6. NEW BUSINESS 
 

312 Edgell – demolition order 
 

7. Adjourn 
 
 

 
 
 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 
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Construction Board of Appeals Staff Report 

 
Agenda Item #6 

312 Edgell Street 
 

 
City of South Haven 
 
 
Background Information:  
 
Enforcement efforts on this vacant property began in 2011. The owner has not been responsive 
to the demands that the property be brought back into code. On June 6, 2016, the city building 
inspector sent a hearing notice to the owner and posted the front of the structure. The certified 
letter was returned unopened. The hearing was held on June 22, 2016 and the owner was not in 
attendance. A woman interested in purchasing the property was present but once it was 
determined she had no legal interest in the property the hearing proceeded as planned. The 
demolition was scheduled for not more than 21 days or July 13, 2016.  
 
It was subsequently determined that the notice was sent to the wrong owner and the process 
was restarted sending notice to and holding the hearing for Household Finance Corp of Florida. 
Again the owner was a no show. The deadline for demolition was then moved back to August 5, 
2016. That date has now passed. 
 
During this process, there was some confusion as to who was actually the owner of the 
property. We are required to contact the most current address of the responsible person or 
person listed on the tax rolls.  The person originally listed was Dennis Wooten. Mr. Wooten 
apparently lost the house to Household Finance Corp. We were later told that Mr. Wooten again 
owned the house. We asked the city assessor to work with Van Buren County to determine the 
actual owner of record. It was found that Household Finance Corp is in fact the current owner of 
record. 
 
Before the city is allowed to demolish a private building, there are several requirements which 
need to be completed, according to City Code 570. The Construction Board of Appeals meeting 
is one of those requirements. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Staff recommends that the CBA members visit the property and consider all the attachments to 
this report. Staff also recommends upholding the hearing officer’s decision to demolish the 
building and clean the related grounds. This should be ordered to occur in no more than 21 
days after the CBA meeting (October 5, 2016). 
 
Support Material: 
 

• Enforcement records 
• Hearing Officer activity and decision (Wooten) 
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• Hearing Officer activity and decision (Household Finance Corp) 
• Cost comparison/building condition report from John Brush 
• Photos  

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 
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