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Beach safety is important because it educates and promotes safety. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The City of South Haven is fortunate to have seven public beaches or access 
sites. The North and South Beaches are the largest and most frequently used. 
Both have concession stands, restrooms, and parking areas. South Beach has 
children's playground equipment and our big red lighthouse. North Beach is set 
up for volleyball games. Except for Packard Park which offers restrooms, grills 
and picnic tables, the beach access sites do not offer any amenities other than 
sun, sand, and Lake Michigan. To keep these beaches clean and safe for 
everyone’s enjoyment the City of South Haven has adopted: RESOLUTION 
NO.07-26: A resolution establishing a water safety program in the City of South 
Haven. A copy of the resolution follows. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 





BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City of South Haven continues to lead and collaborate

with other lakeshore communities to improve education adopt standards of care and promote
legislation that supports municipal immunity

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City
Council

RECORD OF VOTE

Yeas Andersen Paull Smith Stegeman Appleyard

Nays Bradley Fahs

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED

Resolution 07 26
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Beach Rules 
 
 
• North and South Beach close at 11 p.m. 
• All other beaches close at 10 p.m. 
• No alcoholic beverages permitted 
• No animals or glass on beach 
• No motorized vehicles allowed on beach 

Beach Cleaner 
 

• Vehicle that scoops or drags a sifting 
device over beach sand to remove 
small litter and debris 

• Beach cleaner results in a level, clean, 
safe and well groomed beach 

• Operates 5 days a week 
• Parking fees collected through the 

"park and pay program" are used to 
fund beach cleaning 
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Section B 



 
No Lifeguard on Duty Sign 

 
• Informs that no lifeguard is on duty and to swim at your own risk 
• Informs that high waves, strong currents and undertow may exist 
• Displayed in English and Spanish 
• Located at every beach access point 
• 19 signs placed throughout all public beaches 
• Remain up year round 
• Maintained by the City of South Haven 
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Rip Current Sign 
 

• Educates about rip currents 
• Information about what to do if caught in a rip current 
• Provides a visual representation of information 
• Standard sign provided by NOAA 
• Displayed in English and Spanish 
• Located at every beach access point 
• 19 signs placed throughout all public beaches 
• Remain up year round 
• Maintained by the City of South Haven 
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Pier Safety Sign 

 
• Informs of pier safety guidelines. 
• Information about lifesaving devices placed on pier and procedure for their use 
• Placed near entrance to pier 
• Removed during winter months 
• Maintained by the City of South Haven 
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Corps of Engineers Signs 

 
• Warns you of the dangers on the pier 
• Displayed in English and Spanish 
• Yellow with black print 
• Placed near entrance to pier 
• Remain up year round 
• Maintained by the Corps of Engineers 
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No Swimming or Diving 

 
• Painted on concrete in front of ladders 
• Painted in safety blue 
• Maintained by Corps of Engineers 
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South Beach Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 
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North Beach Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 
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Woodman Access Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 

B8 



Dyckman Access Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 
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Packard Park Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 
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   Corps of Engineers Sign 

Oak Street Access Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 
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Newcome Access Sign Locations 

 No Lifeguard Sign    

Rip Current Sign 

Pier Safety Sign 

   Corps of Engineers Sign 
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Life Rings 
 
• Floatable industrial ring buoy measuring 24” 
• Three life rings on each pier, spread evenly apart 
• Molded from tough polyurethane plastic, this heavy-duty buoy 

resists  common chemicals, marine oils, and UV rays 
• Highly visible in holders painted safety blue 
• Clipped in to avoid loss due to wind and 

wave action 
• Piers owned by the Corps of Engineers 
• City had to obtain a license from Corps of  
 Engineers 
• License granted for five years from May 10, 

2007 through May 9, 2012 
• Life rings are visually inspected everyday 

from April 15 - October 15 
• Inspections are logged 
• If missing, equipment replaced in a timely 

manner 
• For safety purposes, rings are only out from 

April 15 through October 15 
 
 
 

Following are instructions for using the life ring which 
can also be found on a sign before entering the pier. 
 
You can throw the floatation ring or throw bag for the victim 
to grab and be pulled to safety. In order to throw: 
• Get into a position that is safe and allows you to  
 maintain your balance. Bend your knees. Step on the 

non-throwing end of the rope. 
• Aim your throw so that the device will fall just beyond 

the victim and within reach. 
• When the victim has grasped the device, talk  
 reassuringly while slowly pulling the victim to safety, 

leaning your body weight away from the victim as you 
pull. 
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Throw Bags 
 
• Rescue device with a length of rope stuffed 

loosely into a bag so it can pay out through the 
top when the bag is thrown to a swimmer 

• Made from weather-resistant, tough cordura  
 fabric, filled with 90 ft of highly visible 3/8"  
 polypropylene floating rope 
• Can be thrown to a victim, along with a floatation  
 device, or used as a lifeline to rescue an  
 unconscious victim 
• Do not attempt to pull the victim back to the pier, 

call for emergency support 
• Three throw bags on each pier, spread evenly 

apart 
• Highly visible in holders painted safety blue 
• Approved by the USCG 
• Clipped in avoid loss due to wind and wave action 
• Piers owned by the Corps of Engineers 
• City obtained a license from Corps of  
 Engineers (pg. C3) 
• License granted for five years from May 10, 2007 

through May 9, 2012 
• Life rings are visually inspected everyday from 

April 15 - October 15 
• Inspections are logged 
• If missing, equipment replaced in a timely manner 
• For safety purposes, rings are only out from April 15 through October 15 
. 

Following are instructions for using the life ring which can 
also be found on a sign before entering the pier. 
 
You can throw the floatation ring or throw bag for the victim to 
grab and be pulled to safety. In order to throw: 
• Get into a position that is safe and allows you to maintain 

your balance. Bend your knees. Step on the non-throwing 
end of the rope. 

• Aim your throw so that the device will fall just beyond the 
victim and within reach. 

• When the victim has grasped the device, talk reassuringly 
while slowly pulling the victim to safety, leaning your body 
weight away from the victim as you pull. 
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Life Rings / Throw Bags Locations 

 Life Rings 

Throw Bags 
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Buoys 
 

• Regulatory floatable device 
• Designates swimming area and jet ski lane 
• No motorized watercrafts allowed in swim area 
• Jet ski lane allows jet skis to come to shore 
• Placed in Spring before May 15 (weather dependent) 
• Removed in Fall after September 15 (weather dependent) 
• Weekly visual inspections 
• Buoys are reset when out of place 
• Buoys are chained to anchors, then anchored into the sand at a depth of  
      approximately 5 feet 
• Buoys ordered from Rolyan Buoys, specifications for buoys on pg. D2 
• Buoys designed to meet and conform to all State and Federal Regulations 
• Have permit with the Michigan DNR for placement of the buoys (pg. D3-D4) 
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EDUCATIONAL BUOYS • MINIATURE REPLICAS
Non-functional–for educational use only.

Model B2510ES
• 21⁄2" dia. x 10" identical replicas of Rolyan®

regulatory buoys showing standard inland
waterway symbols and messages. Set of
seven buoys includes:

• Swim Area/No Boats

• Danger/Hazard

• Slow No Wake/
No Wake Idle Speed

• Marina Entrance

• Red Channel Marker

• Green Channel Marker

• Centerline Marker 
Red & White (Black &
White label included)

2 Regulatory Buoys • X-Tra Heavy Duty
Super-tough regulatory buoy.  Designed for problem areas where buoys 

are subject to abuse and vandalism.

Rolyan® Buoys. To Order—Call toll-free in the U.S.: 888-269-2869 • 262-387-8728 • Fax: 866-790-3298
www.RolyanBuoys.com

When ordering, specify symbols and messages
desired (see bottom of page 1).
Submerged buoyancy 84 lbs.
Net weight 49 lbs.
Shipping weight 56 lbs.
Refer to installation suggestions on page 21.
NOTE: Special procedures must be followed when
reconditioning HDPE type buoys.
See warranty information on inside back cover.
*HDPE = High-Density Polyethylene

3" orange reflective band

3" black letters (2 sides)

Orange symbol (2 sides)

2" orange band

Urethane foam

Concrete ballast

PVC pipe thru

1" I. D. steel mooring eye
Galvanized

36" expo-
sure with 5
lbs. anchor
tackle 

61"

HDPE* Type – 9" Dia.

Model B961R
Features
• 9" dia. white super-tough HDPE shell.

Ultraviolet inhibited.

• Shatter-proof — will not crack, chip, peel or rust.

• Completely urethane foam filled. Virtually unsinkable.

• 3"-wide reflective band at top provides excellent night
visibility.

• Self-righting without tackle.

• Recessed cap allows buoy to stand upright.

• Heavy steel galvanized anchoring eye cast in an 
internal concrete ballast.

• Inland waterway marking symbols with standard 
messages included.

• Includes choice of standard symbols and messages.

Available Options
• Pickup eye built into top.

• Stainless steel anchoring eye for salt water
applications.

• Agency or name identification.

• Special non-standard messages.

• Solar light (see page 11).

• Cone cap top.

9"
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North Beach
Buoy Spacing 

Approximately 250 ft

South Beach
Buoy Spacing 

Approximately 300 ft

Packard Park
Buoy Spacing 

Approximately 300ft

South Beach PWC Lane 
Buoy Spacing 

Approximately 50 ft
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All Swim Area buoys are approximately 150 feet 
from shore.  Swim buoys adjacent to the piers 
are approximately 150 feet away from pier

Proposed South Haven Buoy Locations

Personal Water 
Craft Lane Buoys

Swim Area Buoys
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Section E 



Dispatch 
 

• 24 hours a day 
• 7 days a week 
• 365 days a year 

If called from land line within city limits 
• City dispatch center collects information about emergency, where and what 
• Distributes information to appropriate emergency service 
• Dispatcher stays on line to collect changing information 

If called from cell phone 
• County dispatch center (Allegan, Van Buren county) may take call and gather   

information 
• County dispatch center will call the South Haven dispatch center to give              

information 
• Then information is distributed to appropriate emergency service 
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Section F 



Police 
 
• Often first to scene 
• Not trained in water rescue 
• CPR trained 
• Carries life vests and throw bags 
• Carries Automatic External Defibrillators—a portable automatic 

device used to restore normal heart rhythm to patients in cardiac 
arrest 

• Crowd control 
• Provides support service to the responding rescue services 
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S.H.A.E.S. 
 
• South Haven Area Emergency Services 
• Covers Lake Michigan from 111th Ave south to 

24th Ave 
• Fire and Emergency Medical Services       

provided 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 
days a year with  

• Works with Allegan and Van Buren County 
Sheriff dive teams 

 

Rescue procedure from S.H.A.E.S. 
 

1. Reach – they will reach out with a pole to try to bring closer 
2. Throw—try to throw a device to the victim (ex. life rings, throw bags) 
3. Go – they will put on the proper equipment and go in 

The S.H.A.E.S Employees 
• 13 full time employees 
• Guaranteed two on duty 
• All medically trained prior to being hired 
• Monthly in service training 
 
Dive Team 
• Nine active divers 
• Dive Training courses: 

1. Basic dive class 
2. Open water 
3. Advanced dive 
4. rescue dive 

• At least twice a year dive team gets in water to practice/train 
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Ambulance (paramedic car) 
 
• First piece of equipment sent to 

scene 
• Paramedic car state licensed 
• SHAES has 3 ambulances 
• Each ambulance able to transport 2 

victims 
• Stocked with throw bags, life rings, a 

gumby suit (protects a diver from cold 
water) flippers, and helmets 

Heavy Rescue Truck 
 
• Second piece of equipment sent to 

scene 
• Holds dive equipment 
• Area to change quickly into dive gear 
• Have ability to fill air tanks on scene 
• Carries a line gun – this can shoot a 

rope from one pier to another 
• Carries Stokes basket – plastic basket, 

equipped with floats to transport victim 
from water or across beaches to the 
ambulance 
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Quad Runner 
 
• Can access entire beach easier than 

vehicle 
• Has trailer that can hold/pull rescue 

equipment ( dive equipment, strokes 
board, etc) 

• Can transport additional personnel 
to scene 

• Transport victim to Ambulance 

Boat 
 
• Always on trailer ready to go 
• Carries Stokes basket – plastic 

basket, equipped with floats to  
      transport victim from water or 

across beaches to the ambulance 
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Dive Team 
 
• Performs search and rescue operations 
• Will also search for evidence as needed 
• Six active divers (one diver is an active S.H.A.E.S. crew member) 
• Three support personal (boat handlers) 
• Will make sure S.H.A.E.S dives first (takes county longer to get there) 
• Responsible for all county inland lakes and a portion of Lake Michigan be-

tween Allegan and Berrien Counties 
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The Marine Patrol  
 

• Sheriff's Office is responsible for all waters within the County 
• Responsible for enforcing all watercraft laws within Van Buren County 
• Van Buren County has a total of 113 lakes in which there are access to 78 

public. Van Buren County is responsible and has jurisdiction on Lake     
Michigan between Allegan and Berrien Counties 

• Marine Patrol has two boats that patrol the South Haven area, a seventeen 
foot boat for patrolling the Black River and a 28 foot boat for patrolling Lake 
Michigan  

• Has slips at municipal marina for docking 
• When needed an unmarked boat and loaner personal watercraft machines 

from local dealers are used for patrolling the lakes 
• The Marine Patrol's first objective is water safety 
• While enforcing water safety, the following things are looked for: 

• Legally registered vessels  
• Proper display of numbers  
• Proper equipment; including life jackets ( PFD's ) in the proper sizes,  
      equaling the number of people on board. Fire extinguishers, registra-
tion  
      papers and boating certificates 

• Some of the tasks patrols do are: 
• Accident investigation and reports  
• Safety patrol for special events 
• Enforcement of marine laws 
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