
SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

i 

 
I TITLE, PURPOSE, SCOPE AND LEGAL BASIS............................................................................... 1 
100 Title.................................................................................................................................................. 1 
101 Purpose........................................................................................................................................... 1 
102 Scope and Interpretation................................................................................................................. 1 
103 Legal Basis......................................................................................................................................  1 
 
II CONSTRUCTION OF LANGUAGE AND DEFINITIONS................................................................... 2 
200 Construction of Language............................................................................................................... 2 
201 Definitions....................................................................................................................................... 3 
 
III ZONING DISTRICTS AND MAP....................................................................................................... 29 
300 Districts Established....................................................................................................................... 29 
301 District Boundaries.......................................................................................................................... 29 
302 District Boundaries Interpreted....................................................................................................... 29 
303 Zoning of Annexed Areas............................................................................................................... 30 
304 Zoning of Vacated Areas................................................................................................................ 30 
305 District Requirements...................................................................................................................... 30 
306 Zoning of Public Property................................................................................................................ 30 
 
IV R-1 AND R-2 RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS........................................................................................ 31 
400 Intent .............................................................................................................................................. 31 
401 R-1A, R-1B, and R-1C Use Regulations......................................................................................... 31 
402 R-1A Area Requirements................................................................................................................ 34 
403 R-1B Area Requirements................................................................................................................ 34 
404 R-1C Area Requirements................................................................................................................ 35 
405 R1-A, R-1B, and R-1C Height Regulations..................................................................................... 35 
406 R-2 Use Regulations....................................................................................................................... 36 
407 R-2 Area Requirements................................................................................................................... 36 
408 R-2 Height Regulations.................................................................................................................... 36 
 
V RM-1 MULTIPLE-FAMILY RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT........................................................................ 37 
500 Intent of the RM 1 District................................................................................................................ 37 
501 Use Regulations............................................................................................................................... 37 
502 Area Regulations.............................................................................................................................. 38 
503 Height Regulations........................................................................................................................... 39 
 
VI CBD CENTRAL BUSINESS DISTRICT............................................................................................. 40 
600 Intent................................................................................................................................................ 40 
601 Use Regulations.............................................................................................................................. 40 
602 Required Conditions........................................................................................................................  42 
603 Area Regulations.............................................................................................................................  42 
604 Height Regulations..........................................................................................................................  42 
 
VII B-1 NEIGHBORHOOD BUSINESS DISTRICT................................................................................  43 
700 Intent................................................................................................................................................  43 
701 Use Regulations...............................................................................................................................  43 
702 Required Conditions.........................................................................................................................  44 
703 Area Regulations..............................................................................................................................  44 
704 Height Regulations...........................................................................................................................  44 
 
VIII B-2 GENERAL BUSINESS DISTRICT.............................................................................................  45 
800 Intent................................................................................................................................................  45 
801 Use Regulations...............................................................................................................................  45 
802 Required Conditions.........................................................................................................................  47 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

ii 

 
803 Area Regulations..............................................................................................................................  48 
804 Height Regulations...........................................................................................................................  48 
 
IX B-3 WATERFRONT BUSINESS DISTRICT.......................................................................................  49 
900 Intent................................................................................................................................................  49 
901 Use Regulations...............................................................................................................................  49 
902 Required Conditions........................................................................................................................  51 
903 Area Regulations..............................................................................................................................  52 
904 Height Regulations...........................................................................................................................  52 
 
X B-4 MAJOR THOROUGHFARE BUSINESS DISTRICT....................................................................  53 
1000 Intent..............................................................................................................................................  53 
1001 Use Regulations.............................................................................................................................  53 
1002 Required Conditions.......................................................................................................................  53 
1003 Area Regulations............................................................................................................................  54 
1004 Height Regulations.........................................................................................................................  54 
 
XI I-1 LIGHT INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT, I-1B INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT AND 
I-2 GENERAL INDUSTRIAL DISTRICT…………………………………………………………..…………..  55 
1100 Intent of the I-1 District ..................................................................................................................  55 
1101 Use Regulations.............................................................................................................................  55 
1102 Area Regulations............................................................................................................................  58 
1103 Height Regulations.........................................................................................................................  58 
1104 Performance Standards.................................................................................................................  58 
1105 Reserved for Future Use................................................................................................................  59 
1106 Intent of the I-2 District...................................................................................................................  59 
1107 Use Regulations.............................................................................................................................  59 
1108 Special Conditions..........................................................................................................................  60 
1109 Area Regulations............................................................................................................................  60 
1110 Height Regulations.........................................................................................................................  61 
1111 Performance Standards.................................................................................................................  61 
1112 Reserved for Future Use…………………………………………………………………………….…… 61 
1113 Intent of the I-1B Industrial District……………………………………………………………….……... 61 
1114 Use Regulations…………………………………………………………………………………….…….. 62 
1115 Area Regulations………………………………………………………………………………….………. 62 
1116 Height Regulations……………………………………………………………………………….……….. 62 
1117 Performance Standards………………………………………………………………………………….. 63 
 
XII PB-1 PROFESSIONAL BUSINESS DISTRICT................................................................................  64 
1200 Intent..............................................................................................................................................  64 
1201 Use Regulations.............................................................................................................................  64 
1202 Required Conditions.......................................................................................................................  64 
1203 Area Regulations............................................................................................................................  64 
1204 Height Regulations.........................................................................................................................  65 
 
XIII PUD PLANNED UNIT DEVELOPMENT..........................................................................................  66 
1300 Description and Purpose................................................................................................................  66 
1301 PUD Objectives..............................................................................................................................  66 
1302 PUD Eligibility Requirements.........................................................................................................  67 
1303 Application, Review and Approval Procedures..............................................................................  67 
1304 Basis of Determination...................................................................................................................  70 
1305 Development Requirements...........................................................................................................  71 
1306 Residential PUDs (RPUD)..............................................................................................................  73 
1307 Mixed Use PUDs (MPUD)..............................................................................................................  74 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

iii 

 
XIV SITE PLAN REVIEW........................................................................................................................  79 
1400 Purpose..........................................................................................................................................  79 
1401 Uses Requiring Site Plan Approval................................................................................................  79 
1402 Application Procedures..................................................................................................................  80 
1403 Preliminary Site Plan Review and Submittal Requirements .......................................................... 80 
1404 Standards For Review of Preliminary and Final Site Plans............................................................. 82 
1405 Final Site Plan Submittal Requirements.........................................................................................  83 
1406 Planning Commission Review of Final Site Plan andPerformance Guarantee ............................. 85 
1407 Fees...............................................................................................................................................  85 
1408 Site Plan Amendment....................................................................................................................  86 
1409 Conformity to Approved Site Plans................................................................................................  86 
1410 Appeals of Site Plan Decisions......................................................................................................  86 
1411 As Built Site Plans..........................................................................................................................  86 
 
XV SPECIAL LAND USES.....................................................................................................................  87 
1500 Purpose..........................................................................................................................................  87 
1501 Application Procedures..................................................................................................................  87 
1502 Basis of Determination..................................................................................................................  88 
1503 Previously Approved Special Condition Uses And Special Uses: ................................................ 89 
1504 Fees...............................................................................................................................................  89 
1505 Appeal to Circuit Court..................................................................................................................  89 
1506 Permits...........................................................................................................................................  89 
1507 Reapplication.................................................................................................................................  90 
1508 Amendment of the Site Plan.........................................................................................................  90 
1509 Reserved for Future Use..............................................................................................................  90 
1510 Standards for Special Land Uses.................................................................................................  90 
1510.01 Adult Entertainment Facilities....................................................................................................  90 
1510.02 Automatic Teller Machines (ATM) ............................................................................................  92 
1510.03 Automobile Service and Repair Stations ..................................................................................  93 
1510.04 Bed and Breakfast Hotel……………………………………………………………………….……... 94 
1510.05 Cemeteries, Columbarium Crematories and/or Mausoleums………………………….…………. 95 
1510.06 Churches and Religious Institutions ………………………………………………………..……….. 95 
1510.07 Commercial Recreation (Outdoor) ……………………………………………………….…………  96 
1510.08 Communication Towers ………………………………………………………………….…………..  98 
1510.09 Convalescent or Nursing Homes and Orphanages……………………………………………….. 99 
1510.10 Drive-In Establishments............................................................................................................  99 
1510.11 Elderly Housing.........................................................................................................................  100 
1510.12 Farms........................................................................................................................................  100 
1510.13 Farm Markets............................................................................................................................  101 
1510.14 General Hospital........................................................................................................................  101 
1510.15 Golf Courses and Country Clubs...............................................................................................  102 
1510.16 Greenhouses.............................................................................................................................  104 
1510.17 Group Day Care Facilities.........................................................................................................  104 
1510.18 Junk Yards................................................................................................................................  104 
1510.19 Kennels.....................................................................................................................................  105 
1510.20 Marinas, Docks and Boat Storage............................................................................................  106 
1510.21 Mini Storage (Warehouse) Facilities.........................................................................................  108 
1510.22 Motels and Hotels.....................................................................................................................  108 
1510.23 Multiple Family Development....................................................................................................  109 
1510.24 Open Air Businesses.................................................................................................................  110 
1510.25 (Outdoor) Public Recreation......................................................................................................  111 
1510.26 Outdoor Theater……………………………………………………………………….………………. 112 
1510.27 Planned Shopping Development...............................................................................................  112 
1510.28 Private, Clubs and Related Private Recreational......................................................................  113 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

iv 

 
1510.29 Public Facilities..........................................................................................................................  114 
1510.30 Recreation Centers...................................................................................................................  114 
1510.31 Schools......................................................................................................................................  115 
1510.32 Vehicle Wash Facilities.............................................................................................................  115 
1510.33 Veterinary Clinics......................................................................................................................  116 
1510.34 Outdoor Sidewalk Café.............................................................................................................  117 
 
XVI HIGH RISK EROSION OVERLAY ZONE AND FLOOD PLAIN REGULATIONS........................... 118 
1600 Purpose of High Risk Erosion Regulations....................................................................................  118 
1601 Area Affected.................................................................................................................................  118 
1602 Boundaries of High Risk Erosion Areas.........................................................................................  118 
1603 Setback Requirements from Bluff line............................................................................................  119 
1604 General Provisions.........................................................................................................................  119 
1605 Maintenance and Restoration of Nonconforming Structures.........................................................  121 
1606 Exceptions on Nonconforming Parcels..........................................................................................  122 
1607 Disclaimer of Liability.....................................................................................................................  123 
1608 Relationship to Other Permits........................................................................................................  124 
1609 Reserved For Future Use..............................................................................................................  124 
1610 Reserved For Future Use..............................................................................................................  124 
1611 Floodplain Regulations..................................................................................................................  124 
1612 Definitions......................................................................................................................................  124 
1613 Basis for Establishing the Areas of Special Flood Hazards...........................................................  125 
1614 Designation and Duties of the Zoning Administrator......................................................................  125 
1615 Development Prohibition and Allowable Uses................................................................................  126 
1616 Variance Procedure........................................................................................................................  127 
1617 Mapping Disputes...........................................................................................................................  127 
1618 General Standards for Flood Hazard Reduction............................................................................  127 
1619 Area of Special Flood Hazard Application Information..................................................................  128 
1620 Disclaimer of Liability.....................................................................................................................  128 
 
XVII GENERAL PROVISIONS...............................................................................................................  129 
1700 The Effect of Zoning......................................................................................................................  129 
1701 Consideration Shall Be Given to Protecting Public Health, Safety and General Welfare.............. 129 
1702 Restoring Unsafe Buildings............................................................................................................  129 
1703 Building Permits.............................................................................................................................  129 
1704 Lots of Record, Division of Lots, Merger of Lots, Combination of Lots..........................................  129 
1705 Essential Services and Municipal Facilities....................................................................................  131 
1706 Required Yard or Lot......................................................................................................................  132 
1707 Control of Heat, Glare, Fumes, Dust, Noise, Ground Vibration, 
Odors, Water Runoff and Other Nuisances.............................................................................................  132 
1708 Accessory Buildings.......................................................................................................................  133 
1709 Plant Materials & Landscaping Requirements...............................................................................  133 
1710 Exterior Lighting.............................................................................................................................  137 
1711 Entranceway Structures.................................................................................................................  138 
1712 Clear Vision Corners......................................................................................................................  138 
1713 Walls and Retaining Walls.............................................................................................................  139 
1714 Fences and Landscaping Structures..............................................................................................  139 
1715 Frontage Street Requirements.......................................................................................................  140 
1716 Access Standards..........................................................................................................................  140 
1717 Building Grades Runoff, Land Clearing, Excavation, Fill, Soil Erosion and Sedimentation……....  142 
1718 Environmental Impact Statement...................................................................................................  143 
1719 Razing of Buildings.........................................................................................................................  143 
1720 Moving of Buildings........................................................................................................................  143 
1721 Lots Adjoining Alleys......................................................................................................................  144 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

v 

 
1722 Porches, Stairways & Decks..........................................................................................................  144 
1723 Projections into Yards....................................................................................................................  144 
1724 Lots Having Water Frontage..........................................................................................................  144 
1725 Swimming Pools.............................................................................................................................  145 
1726 Unclassified Uses...........................................................................................................................  146 
1727 Minimum Requirements for Dwellings Units Outside of Mobile Home Parks.................................  147 
1728 Potable Water and Sewage Disposal.............................................................................................  148 
1729 Satellite Antennas..........................................................................................................................  149 
1730 Principal Use..................................................................................................................................  150 
1731 Temporary Buildings, Structures and Uses....................................................................................  150 
1732 Height Exceptions..........................................................................................................................  151 
1733 Residential Quarters for Caretaker or Security Personnel............................................................. 151 
1734 Compatibility With Nearby Structures.............................................................................................  152 
1735 Sidewalks.......................................................................................................................................  152 
1736 Street Standards............................................................................................................................  152 
1737 Traffic Impact Analysis...................................................................................................................  154 
1738 Hotels, Motels and Short Term Dwelling Unit Rentals...................................................................  160 
1739 Keeping of Animals........................................................................................................................  161 
1740 Condominium Subdivisions...........................................................................................................  161 
1741 Recreational Units and Vehicles....................................................................................................  163 
 
XVIII PARKING AND LOADING SPACES.............................................................................................  164 
1800 Off-Street Parking Requirements...................................................................................................  164 
1801 Off-Street Parking Space Layout, Standards, Construction and Maintenance.............................. 172 
1802 Off-Street Loading and Unloading.................................................................................................  175 
 
XIX NON CONFORMING USES AND BUILDINGS...............................................................................  176 
1900 Nonconforming Uses or Buildings by Reason of this Ordinance...................................................  176 
1901 Legal Nonconforming Uses...........................................................................................................  176 
1902 Nonconformance by Reason of Height, Area, Yards, Parking and Off-Street Loading.................  177 
1903 Change of Use...............................................................................................................................  177 
1904 Restoration and Repairs................................................................................................................  177 
1905 Reserved For Future Use...............................................................................................................  178 
1906 Elimination of Nonconforming Uses by Acquisition........................................................................  178 
1907 Nonconforming Due to Reclassification.........................................................................................  178 
1908 Discontinuance of Nonconforming Use..........................................................................................  178 
1909 Nonconforming Lots of Record.......................................................................................................  178 
1910 Change of Tenancy or Ownership..................................................................................................  179 
1911 Hardship Cases..............................................................................................................................  179 
1912 Permits...........................................................................................................................................  179 
1913 Dimensional Nonconforming Structures.........................................................................................  179 
 
XX SIGNS...............................................................................................................................................  181 
2000 Intent and Purpose.........................................................................................................................  181 
2001 Definitions.......................................................................................................................................  181 
2002 Sign Permits and Licensing............................................................................................................  183 
2003 Exempt Signs.................................................................................................................................  184 
2004 Prohibited Signs.............................................................................................................................  185 
2005 General Sign Provisions.................................................................................................................  186 
2006 Nonconforming Signs.....................................................................................................................  189 
2007 Temporary Signs............................................................................................................................  189 
2008 Permitted Signs..............................................................................................................................  191 
2009 Removal of Unsafe or Unlawful Signs............................................................................................  195 
2010 Appeals, Interpretations and Variances.........................................................................................  196 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

vi 

 
XXI ADMINISTRATION AND ENFORCEMENT....................................................................................  197 
2100 Enforcement..................................................................................................................................  197 
2101 Duties of Zoning Administrator.......................................................................................................  197 
2102 Plot Plan.........................................................................................................................................  198 
2103 Zoning Permits...............................................................................................................................  199 
2104 Certificates of Zoning Compliance.................................................................................................  201 
2105 Inspections.....................................................................................................................................  202 
2106 Fees...............................................................................................................................................  202 
2107 Performance Guarantees and Performance Bonding for Compliance...........................................  203 
2108 Zoning Approval Runs with the Land............................................................................................  205 
2109 Appeals to the Zoning Board of Appeals.......................................................................................  205 
2110 Conditional Approvals....................................................................................................................  205 
2111 Recording Conditions with Register of Deeds...............................................................................  206 
 
XXII ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS....................................................................................................  207 
2200 Creation and Membership..............................................................................................................  207 
2201 Meetings........................................................................................................................................  207 
2202 Fees...............................................................................................................................................  208 
2203 Jurisdiction.....................................................................................................................................  208 
2204 Appeals, Interpretations & Variances.............................................................................................  208 
2205 Dimensional and Nonuse Variance Standards..............................................................................  209 
2206 Use Variance..................................................................................................................................  210 
2207 Special Exceptions.........................................................................................................................  212 
2208 Conditions of Approval...................................................................................................................  212 
2209 Procedure.......................................................................................................................................  213 
2210 Decision of the Board.....................................................................................................................  213 
2211 Stay of Proceedings.......................................................................................................................  213 
2212 Hearings.........................................................................................................................................  213 
2213 Rehearing.......................................................................................................................................  214 
2214 Reapplication..................................................................................................................................  214 
2215 Review by Circuit Court..................................................................................................................  214 
 
XXIII ZONING COMMISSION.................................................................................................................  216 
 
XXIV M-43/I-196 BUSINESS LOOP CORRIDOR OVERLAY ZONING DISTRICT.............  217 
 
XXV AMENDMENTS AND ADOPTION..................................................................................................  218 
2500 Amendment Procedure..................................................................................................................  218 
2501 Factors to Consider on Amendments.............................................................................................  219 
2502 Publication of A Notice of Ordinance Amendments.......................................................................  220 
2503 Options upon Denial of Amendment Request...............................................................................  220 
2504 Re-submittal...................................................................................................................................  220 
2505 Comprehensive Review of Zoning Ordinance................................................................................  220 
 
XXVI REPEAL OF PRIOR ORDINANCE...............................................................................................  221 
 
XXVII VESTED RIGHT............................................................................................................................  222 
 
XXVIII ENFORCEMENT, PENALTIES AND OTHER REMEDIES.........................................................  223 
2800 Violations........................................................................................................................................  223 
2801 Public Nuisance Per Se..................................................................................................................  223 
2802 Fines, Imprisonment.......................................................................................................................  223 
2803 Each Day a Separate Offense........................................................................................................  223 
2804 Rights and Remedies are Cumulative............................................................................................  223 



SOUTH HAVEN ZONING ORDINANCE 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

Article / Section              Page 

__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance 
October 4, 2010 

vii 

 
XXIX SEVERANCE CLAUSE AND INTERPRETATION........................................................................  224 
 
XXX EFFECTIVE DATE..........................................................................................................................  225 
 
ADDENDUM: RECOMMENDED PLANT MATERIALS & LANDSCAPING …………………………….. 228 


