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ZONING VARIANCE REQUEST 
CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN  
BUILDING DEPARTMENT  

539 PHOENIX STREET, SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN 49090 
FOR INFORMATION CALL 269-637-0760 

 
NOTE: Incomplete applications will not be processed. A fee of $300 will be required at the 

time the application is submitted. 
 

 
Name:  ________________________________________________ Date: ____________ 
 
Address: ______________________________________________ Phone: ___________ 
 
Address of          Present Zoning  
Property in Question:  ____________________________________ of Property:    
 
Name of Property Owner(s):            
 
Dimensions and area of property ____________________________________________ 
 
Dimensions of all buildings on the property ( also shown on a diagram) _________________ 
 
 
 
Setback meaurements of all structures on the property  (also shown on diagram) 
____________________________________________________________________________ 
 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Present Zoning of Neighboring Properties to the :   
 
North  __________      South  __________      East  __________      West __________ 
 
Which Sections of the South Haven Zoning Ordinance are you requesting a variance from?  
Please indicate Section and Paragraph numbers.  (City staff will help determine which 
variance(s) are required). 
 
Section(s):             
 
Under Article XXII, Section 2205 of the South Haven Zoning Ordinance, the Zoning Board of 
Appeals may not grant a variance from the regulations within the Ordinance unless certain 
conditions exist.  No variance in the provisions of this Ordinance shall be authorized unless the 
Board finds, from reasonable evidence, that all of the following standards have been met: 
 
1. Such variance will not be detrimental to adjacent property and the surrounding 

neighborhood. 
 
 
 
 
2. Such variance will not impair the intent and purpose of this Ordinance. 
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3. Exceptional or extraordinary circumstances or conditions apply to the property in 
question or to the intended use of the property that do not apply generally to other 
properties in the same zoning district. Such circumstances shall create a practical 
difficulty because of unique circumstances or physical conditions such as narrowness, 
shallowness, shape or topography of the property involved, or to the intended use of the 
property. See Section 2204(2). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
4. Such variance is necessary for the preservation and enjoyment of a substantial property right 
similar to that possessed by other properties in the same zoning district and in the vicinity. The 
possibility of increased financial return shall not of itself be deemed sufficient to warrant a 
variance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5. The condition or situation of the specific piece of property or of the intended use of said 
property, for which the variance is sought, is not of so general or recurrent a nature as to make 
reasonably practicable the formulation of a general regulation for such conditions or situation. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
6. The condition or situation of the specific piece of property or of the intended use of said 
property, for which the variance is sought, shall not be the result of actions of the property 
owner. In other words, the problem shall not be self-created. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7. That strict compliance with area, setbacks, frontage, height, bulk or density would 
unreasonably prevent the owner from using the property for a permitted purpose, or 
would render conformity unnecessarily burdensome. 
 
 
 
 
 
 



3 
Rev. 10/13 

8. That the variance requested is the minimum amount necessary to overcome the 
inequality inherent in the particular property or mitigate the hardship. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
9. That the variance will relate only to property under the control of the applicant 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I hereby give permission for the members of the Zoning Board of Appeals and City Staff to 
access and inspect the property in question for the purpose of gathering information to make an 
informed decision on this variance request. 
 
              
   Property Owner       Date 
 
 
THE INFORMATION CONTAINED WITHIN THIS APPLICATION IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF 
MY KNOWLEDGE AND SUBMITTED TO THE ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS FOR THEIR 
REVIEW.  I REALIZE THAT ANY INFORMATION THAT I SUPPLY THAT IS NOT CORRECT 
COULD VOID ANY DECISION BY THE BOARD.  I ALSO ACKNOWLEDGE THAT IF THE 
VARIANCE IS GRANTED BY THE BOARD, THE WORK WITHIN THE REQUEST MUST BE 
CARRIED OUT WITHIN ONE YEAR OF THE PUBLIC HEARING OR THE VARIANCE 
BECOMES NULL AND VOID.   
 
 
            _____ 
   Applicant Signature                  Date 
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