
 

 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, August 17, 2015 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation – Moment of Silence  

 
3. Roll Call 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru G (Roll Call Vote Required) 

(All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. Unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion 
is required regarding an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.) 

A. Council will be requested to approve the regular City Council Minutes for August 3, 
2015. 

B. Council will be requested to approve the Special Workshop City Council Minutes for 
August 3, 2015. 

C. Bills totaling $2,029,301.03 for the period ending August 16, 2015 to be approved and 
forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 

D. Council will be asked to approve the scope of the repairs as drafted by Abonmarche for 
the South Haven Memorial Library’s north wall.   

E. Council will be asked to approve the proposal to upgrade the City’s Microsoft Exchange 
by Secant Technologies in the amount of $16,034.50. 

F. Council will be asked to accept the four memorial bench donation requests on Monroe 
Boulevard and Riverfront Park as described in the agenda packet. 

G. Council will be asked to approve the following minutes: 
1) 06-08-2015 LDFA Minutes; 
2) 06-09-2015 Parks Commission Minutes; and 
3) 07-15-2015 Airport Authority Minutes. 

 
If a member of the public wishes to address any of the following items listed on the agenda they will be given a 
chance to speak prior to Council discussing the item. They will be given up to 5 minutes to address their concerns. 

 
 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
 

6. Council will be asked to introduce an amendment to the ordinance regulating long 
grasses. 

 

City of South Haven 



 

South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
 

7. Council will be asked to approve the following Special Events: 
 

a. Special Event Application 2015-24, the Rotary Pancake Breakfast to be held 
on September 6, 2015 from 6:30 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. under the Huron Street 
pavilion. 

 
b. Special Event Application 2015-25, the South Haven High School Home 

Coming Parade to be held on Friday, September 25, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to 
7:00 p.m. starting on Kalamazoo Street, down Phoenix and Hubbard Streets 
and ending at Ratcliffe Field on Michigan Avenue. 

 
c. Special Event Application 2015-26, a fundraiser for AVN to be held in 

Stanley Johnston Park on August 29, 2015 from 1:00 p.m. to 6:00 p.m. 
 
8. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2015-37, a resolution authorizing 

contracts with the low bidders for the Overton Environmental and Demolition 
Project. 

 
9. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2015-38, a resolution approving an 

agreement with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to receive 
a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Development grant in the amount of 
$78,100. 
 

10. Council will be asked to consider the following actions regarding the operation of 
golf carts on city streets: 

 
a. A discussion of a proposed Resolution 2015-40, a resolution allowing the 

operation of golf carts on city streets; 
 
b. An introduction of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 

82-26, 82-27, and 8-28 of the Code of Ordinances and adopt the Michigan 
Vehicle Code; and 

 
c. An introduction of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82, Article III, Section 

82-55 of the Code of Ordinances regulating parking of golf carts. 
 
11. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2015-39, a resolution supporting the 

Lake Michigan Trails Network. 
 

12. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2015-41, a resolution authorizing a 
grant application for Black River Park fish cleaning station and committing local 
funds to match the grant award. 
 

13. Council will be addressed by Enriqueta Turanzas on behalf of Valor Training 
Center to give a short presentation. 
 



 

South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

14. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
(You will be given up to 5 minutes to address your concerns.) 

 
15. City Manager’s Comments 

 
16. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
17. Adjourn 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Brian Dissette, City Manager 



 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, August 3, 2015 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Mayor Burr at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation – Reverend Travis Wilson of Peace Lutheran Church 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present:  Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, and Burr 
Absent:  None. 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Kozlik Wall to approve the agenda. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru E (Roll Call Vote Required) 

 
Moved by Patterson, seconded by Kozlik Wall to approve the consent agenda. 
 
A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes for July 6, 2015.20 
B. Bills totaling $163,019.16 for the period ending August 2, 2015 to be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be requested to award the paving bid contract to Compton, Inc. in the 

amount of $432,890.95 for repaving Michigan Avenue from Center Street to Broadway 
Street and Center Street from Elkenburg Street to Superior Street. 

D. Council will be asked to award the Center for the Arts Elevator ADA Renovations 
contract to Wagenmaker’s Construction for the total value engineered amount of 
$127,500. 

E. Council will be asked to approve the following minutes: 
1) 01-07-2015 DDA Workshop Minutes; 
2) 02-25-2015 DDA Special Meeting Minutes; 
3) 04-13-2015 BRA Minutes; 
4) 05-18-2015 BPU Minutes; 
5) 05-19-2015 SHARA Minutes; 
6) 06-04-2015 Planning Commission Minutes; 
7) 06-16-2015 LHBM Board Minutes; 
8) 06-17-2015 CBA Minutes; 
9) 06-22-2015 ZBA Minutes; 
10) 06-24-2015 SHHC Minutes; and 
11) 06-29-2015 BPU Minutes. 

City of South Haven 
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A Roll Call Vote was taken: 
 
 Yeas:  Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Arnold, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, and Burr 
 Nays:  None. 
 
Motion Carried. 

 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
6. Council will be updated on potential changes to the code of ordinances, related to the 

lawn mowing ordinance. 
 

Background Information: 
The City Council will be asked to take no action on the city’s adopted long grass code. 
 
At the July 6th regular meeting of the City Council, the Council discussed potential changes 
to the city’s long grass ordinance.  At that meeting, the Council discussed a desire to 
increase the long grass threshold for enforcement from 6” to 9”.  Further, the Council 
discussed a desire to expedite the enforcement process, in an effort to reduce the time 
needed for the city to take enforcement efforts.  Finally, the Council discussed a desire to 
increase the administrative fee from $50 per occurrence to $150 per occurrence. 
 
The city’s staff is currently working to develop an updated code amendment, for the City 
Council’s consideration, related to the long grass enforcement ordinance.  At this time, the 
city’s staff has completed a review of enforcement procedures from other West Michigan 
communities.  Staff has found a variety of enforcement procedures which are embraced by 
other communities.  Staff are now working with the city’s attorney to develop an updated 
code amendment draft for the City Council’s review and consideration. 
 
No action was taken by Council. 
 

7. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2015-34, a resolution to grant local 
government approval on the reclassification of Class B Hotel Liquor License to a 
Class C Resort Liquor License. 

 
Background Information: 
Ballock Holdings, LLC is requesting city approval for the reclassification of the liquor license 
for the bar and restaurant located at 515 Williams, formerly known as York’s Tavern, which 
has been closed due to bankruptcy proceedings. Ballock Holdings, LLC is purchasing this 
bar and restaurant from the bankruptcy trustee and, as part of the purchase, they’ve 
submitted an application requesting the transfer of the current liquor license attached to that 
location. However, in the approval process it was determined that due to the sale of condo 
units and a change in ownership, the Class B Hotel license that York’s was operating under 
no longer conformed to the requirements of the Michigan Liquor Control Commission 
(MLCC).  
 
As such, the current license must be reclassified to the more appropriate license, a Class C 
Resort license which requires an establishment to be open 5 days a week, for at least 5 
hours a day, with 50% of its revenue generated from food sales. To complete the property 
purchase and MLCC licensing, the MLCC has requested that the City of South Haven 
approve the reclassification of this location from a Class B Hotel to a Class C Resort license.   
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Detective Adam DeBoer reviewed the materials and found no problems with the 
reclassification request. Wendy Hochstedler, the Finance Director, did note that there are 
outstanding taxes on the property under two accounts in the following amounts: $42.37 and 
$1,680.29. 
 
Dan Ballock and his attorney, Phil Reed, spoke on the matter and answered questions 
posed by the Council.  
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Patterson to approve Resolution 2015-34, a resolution to 
grant local government approval on the reclassification of Class B Hotel Liquor License to a 
Class C Resort Liquor License. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
8. Council will be asked to approve an amended License Agreement with RAPA 

Development, LLC doing business as Black River Tavern located at 403 Phoenix 
Street. 
 
Background Information: 
The City Council will be asked to reauthorize staff to issue a license agreement, to add 
outdoor dining along Phoenix Street, to the restaurant owner of Black River Tavern. 
 
Black River Tavern is a local restaurant, located at 403 Phoenix Street.  The owner of Black 
River Tavern, Mr. Scott Maxwell, is seeking an updated approval of the license agreement 
with the city.  That agreement allows Maxwell to add outdoor dining along Phoenix Street. 
The Planning Commission approved the special use permit for outdoor dining at their 
regular meeting on December 5, 2013.  Two (2) conditions were placed on the approval: the 
noise level currently heard outside the building may not increase with the outdoor seating 
and that the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) approve the outdoor furniture.  The 
DDA approved the outdoor furniture plan at the February 12, 2014 regular meeting.  The 
City Council approved the original license agreement with Black River Tavern as part of the 
March 3, 2014 regular meeting.  Maxwell is requesting the agreement be reauthorized with 
Black River Tavern’s proper name included in the agreement.  That designation notes that 
the agreement will be held by RAPA Development, LLC d/b/a Black River Tavern. 
 
The license agreement for Black River Tavern has been actively reviewed by staff, the city’s 
attorney, and the restaurant owner.  The license agreement requires a payment of $250 per 
year to the City of South Haven.  The fee is based on comparison to other lake front 
communities, and mirrors the fees charged by the City of Grand Haven.  The agreement has 
a variety of requirements.  Some of the highlights of the agreements are:  
 

 The agreement allows customer seating to occur until 11:00 p.m.,  
 The agreement requires the city be provided with a certificate of insurance,  
 The agreement requires that a designated clear path be maintained, to allow 

pedestrians to use the city’s sidewalks,   
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The agreement also requires that if alcohol service is to be provided at the outdoor dining 
location that the owner be in compliance with Michigan Liquor Control Commission rules 
and regulations. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Patterson, to approve an amended License Agreement with 
RAPA Development, LLC doing business as Black River Tavern located at 403 Phoenix 
Street. 

Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
9. Council will be asked to approve Special Event Application 2015-23, the Bobby 

Walker Basket Ball Tournament to be held in Elkenburg Park on August 6 through 
August 8, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Background Information: 
Bobby Walker would like to host a basketball tournament at Elkenburg Park to raise 
awareness for The American Cancer Society. There will be a ceremony honoring 
outstanding leadership in the community, children’s games, and 5 on 5 basketball! Great fun 
for all ages. 
 
Moved by Patterson, seconded by Fitzgibbon, to approve Special Event Application 2015-
23, the Bobby Walker Basketball Tournament to be held in Elkenburg Park on August 6 
through August 8, 2015 from 5:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
10. Council will be asked to hold a public hearing and consider approval of Resolution 

2015-36, a resolution detailing the brownfield plan for the Overton building at 229 
Elkenburg Avenue. 

 
Background Information: 
On July 13, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority recommended the attached brownfield 
plan for the Overton building at 229 Elkenburg Avenue.  It also authorized use of the Local 
Site Remediation Revolving Fund to pay for demolition and related environmental work. 
 
An approved brownfield plan is required by state law to use the Local Site Remediation 
Revolving Fund. 
 
The brownfield plan includes estimates for demolition and associated expenses, and an 
estimate of tax capture for a future development.  At this time it is not known what type of 
future development will be permitted on this site.  The Local Development Finance Authority 
will be the owner of the site.  The site is currently zoned Light Industrial, and it is likely that 
the LDFA will request a change in zoning.  The site appears to have only minor 
environmental issues, although further testing is recommended.  Because of these unknown 
items, the estimate for taxable value after development is a rough estimate of $1,000,000.  
This value is used to estimate the repayment of the demolition costs through tax capture. 
 
The estimated expenses of demolition which may be recovered through a brownfield plan 
total $500,000.  The actual cost of demolition and remediation will be determined through a 
bid process for the demolition and remediation work, and actual costs may be different than 
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the estimate.  We hope that the actual cost will be lower.  The plan will reimburse actual 
expenses to the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority. 
 
The plan estimate of cost recovery is based on a development with a taxable value of 
$1,000,000 and estimates a payback period over 30 years, the maximum length of a 
brownfield plan under state law.  This is a rough estimate.  While the surrounding 
neighborhood would suggest that a residential development may be the highest and best 
use, no decision has been made on what the potential development may be.   
 
The Local Development Finance Authority is the entity which will own the parcel and carry 
out the demolition and remediation.  Because the LDFA works through the City of South 
Haven budget and accounting system, the City of South Haven purchasing policy will be 
used.  City Council and the LDFA will have approval authority over contracts and 
expenditures.  
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Arnold, to hold a public hearing and consider approval of 
Resolution 2015-36, a resolution detailing the brownfield plan for the Overton building at 229 
Elkenburg Avenue. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Public Hearing opened. 
 
Paul VandenBosch, Assistant City Manager and Brownfield Redevelopment Authority 
Secretary, spoke on the matter. 
 
Mike Henry, representative of the Van Buren County Brownfield Redevelopment Authority, 
gave his support for the project. 
 
Moved by Patterson to close the public meeting. Seconded by Klavins. 
Voted: Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Kozlik Wall, to approve Resolution 2015-36, a resolution 
detailing the brownfield plan for the Overton building at 229 Elkenburg Avenue. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

11. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
 
Rosalie Plechaty, Event Coordinator for the National Blueberry Festival, spoke about the 
festival and reminded Council that the parade starts at 11:00 a.m. and will be on Huron 
Street and not on Phoenix Street this year.  The parade route is in the festival brochure. 
 
Mike Henry, Van Buren County Commissioner, gave a brief update on county government 
business. 

 
12. City Manager’s Comments 
 

Compliments to Paul VandenBosch who has worked tirelessly on the Overton Building 
project through all of the numerable steps to get us to this point.   
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Compliments to Mike Henry, Van Buren County Commissioner, upon seeing how bad the 
building was, gave his support to this project.  
By this time next year, we will hopefully see a greatly improved neighborhood. 

 
13. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
Arnold – no comment. 
Fitzgibbon – Have fun at National Blueberry Festival. 
Gruber – We encouragement comments and Council looks to staff for more information 
when complaints are received. Each comment or complaint are thoroughly vetted by staff. 
Klavins – Keep an eye on the clock since the bridge opens on the half hour, but please, stop 
at the crosswalk and allow walkers to cross the street near the bridge. 
Kozlik Wall – no comment. 
Patterson – Welcome to guests, tourists, and visitors.  Come out to Blueberry Festival! 
Burr – The repaving contract in the consent agenda is a major project that should be 
completed by the end of this month. 

 
14. Adjourn 

 
Moved by Patterson, seconded by Fitzgibbon, to adjourn the meeting. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried.  Meeting adjourned at 7:34 p.m. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
 
Kate Hosier 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
Approved by City Council: Draft 
 
 
 



 

 

City Council 
 
 

Special Meeting Workshop Minutes 
 
Monday, August 3, 2015 
5:30 p.m., Conference Room B 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Mayor at 5:32 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 

 
Present: Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Absent: None 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

Moved by Patterson and seconded by Kozlik Wall to approve the agenda. 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
4. Council will be asked to go into closed session pursuant to Michigan Open Meetings 

Act; Public Act No. 267 of 1976; MCL 15.268(h) to discuss a written legal opinion. 
 

Moved by Klavins and seconded by Arnold to go into closed session pursuant to Michigan 
Open Meetings Act; Public Act No. 267 of 1976; MCL 15.268(h) to discuss a written legal 
opinion and possible property purchase. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Council adjourned into closed session at 5:34 p.m. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to return to open session. Seconded by Gruber. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried.  Council returned to open session at 6:41 p.m. 

 
5. Adjourn 
 

Moved by Patterson to adjourn the 5:30 meeting. Seconded by Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 6:56 p.m. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
 
Kate Hosier 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
Approved by City Council: DRAFT 

City of South Haven 



PREPAID CURRENT TOTAL

101-GENERAL FUND 88,380.15$        105,241.08$         193,621.23$      

202-MAJOR STREET FUND 88.74$               -$                      88.74$               

203-LOCAL STREET FUND -$                   -$                      -$                   

204-STREET FUND -$                   2,729.82$             2,729.82$          

226-GARBAGE/REFUSE FUND 1,654.61$          35,357.08$           37,011.69$        

250-DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT -$                   2,633.26$             2,633.26$          

251-LDFA #1 -$                   88,265.00$           88,265.00$        

252- LDFA #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

253-LDFA #3 -$                   -$                      -$                   

260-BROWNFIELD AUTHORITY -$                   554.40$                554.40$             

265-NARCOTICS UNIT -$                   -$                      -$                   

266-POLICE TRAINING -$                   -$                      -$                   

296-RIVER MAINTENANCE -$                   1,500.00$             1,500.00$          

363- CAPITAL BOND -$                   -$                      -$                   

370- BUILDING AUTHORITY #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

371-CAPITAL BOND DEBT SERV -$                   -$                      -$                   

372-WATER PLANT FUND -$                   -$                      -$                   

395-DDA DEBT SERVICE -$                   -$                      -$                   

396- DDA DISTRICT #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

401-CAPITAL PROJECTS -$                   -$                      -$                   

402-CAPITAL PROJECTS #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

466- PAVILION AND ICE RINK -$                   -$                      -$                   

545-BLACK RIVER PARK 3,027.49$          700.89$                3,728.38$          

577-BEACH FUND 962.22$             3,132.00$             4,094.22$          

582-ELECTRIC FUND 85,644.90$        31,697.60$           117,342.50$      

591-WATER FUND 84,074.92$        14,419.54$           98,494.46$        

592-SEWER FUND 89,951.74$        6,944.23$             96,895.97$        

594-MUNICIPAL MARINA 13,251.99$        1,212.74$             14,464.73$        

636-INFORMATION SERVICES -$                   2,238.69$             2,238.69$          

661-MOTOR POOL 1,185.93$          15,177.71$           16,363.64$        

677-SELF INSURANCE -$                   -$                      -$                   

703-TAX FUND 1,346,017.62$   -$                      1,346,017.62$   

718-TRUST & AGENCY -$                   3,256.68$             3,256.68$          

750-EMPLOYEE WITHHOLDING -$                   -$                      -$                   

TOTAL 1,714,240.31$   315,060.72$         2,029,301.03$   

August 17, 2015

CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 1/1Page: 08/12/2015 10:15 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 07/29/2015 - 07/29/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameVendorCheckBankCheck Date

Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

9,315.32 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER00005951758107/29/2015
52.49 UB refund for account: 20020310DISTEFANO, DEBORAH SUB REFUND51759107/29/2015
30.20 Sum Tax Refund 80-53-900-871-00HEARTLAND FOOD PRODUCTS LLCMISC51760107/29/2015
79.01 UB refund for account: 20407801HILLIARD, THOMAS WUB REFUND51761107/29/2015
44.82 UB refund for account: 41841002HORNBLOWER, DANIELUB REFUND51762107/29/2015

34,632.76 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSLAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE00132951763107/29/2015
824.38 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONS

35,457.14 

18.00 Sum Tax Refund 80-53-854-012-16SIPPEL DEAN & KIM DMISC51764107/29/2015

11,443.68 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN MEMORIAL LIBRARY00241051765107/29/2015
272.39 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

11,716.07 

321,209.24 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS00241551766107/29/2015
2,216.40 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

323,425.64 

57.41 QUARTERLY ELECTRIC PAIDVAN BUREN COUNTY ROAD COMM00275551767107/29/2015
31.33 QUARTERLY ELECTRIC PAID

88.74 

191,168.89 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONVAN BUREN COUNTY TREASURER00275751768107/29/2015
2,064.86 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

193,233.75 

1 TOTALS:

573,461.18 Total of 11 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
573,461.18 Total of 11 Checks:



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 1/3Page: 08/12/2015 10:16 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 08/04/2015 - 08/12/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameVendorCheckBankCheck Date

Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

9,472.40 MONTHLY REU O & M CHARGESSOUTH HAVEN/CASCO00242451769108/05/2015
78,160.01 MONTHLY REU DEBT CHARGES

87,632.41 

82.64 UB refund for account: 10431008ABBOTT, BRANDI LUB REFUND51770108/07/2015
150.00 COMMERCIAL DRIVER LICENSE TESTACADEMY TESTINGMISC51771108/07/2015

1,998.63 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER00005951772108/07/2015
33.18 UB refund for account: 15109100ALLEN EDWIN HOMESUB REFUND51773108/07/2015

1,438.80 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-365-25AMERICAN TWISTING00010151774108/07/2015
3,755.00 ASSESSING SERVICESAPPRAISALS PLUS GROUP, INC.00330451775108/07/2015

100.10 UB refund for account: 10457018ARES, DELILAHUB REFUND51776108/07/2015

9.49 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720AUTO-WARES GROUP00017751777108/07/2015
60.24 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720
6.16 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720

14.95 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720
18.09 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720
29.95 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720
11.98 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720

(60.24)CREDIT MEMO

90.62 

25.00 TRAININGBERRIEN COUNTY ASSESSORS ASSOC.00339251778108/07/2015
1,400.00 DEPARTMENT CONSULTATIONSBLUESTONE PSYCH00324551779108/07/2015
2,651.64 LABOR & PARTS FOR FAILED BALLASTSC.T. ELECTRICAL SERVICES INC00037551780108/07/2015

5.57 LONG DISTANCE CENTURY LINK00043051781108/07/2015
296.00 MULCHCOASTAL  LANDSCAPING INC00048451782108/07/2015
59.70 INTERNET SERVICE 01720 188884-01-4COMCAST00049851783108/07/2015

523.80 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-370-24DO-IT CORPORATION00065851784108/07/2015

95.36 CITY HALL RENTALSDOMESTIC LINEN-KALAMAZOO00066051785108/07/2015
1,907.34 DPW RENTALS

2,002.70 

117.60 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-415-25EAST JORDAN PLASTICS INCMISC51786108/07/2015
2,979.60 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-415-25EAST JORDAN PLASTICS INCMISC51787108/07/2015
1,333.20 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-301-25ELBE & SOHN INC00071751788108/07/2015
1,679.30 STAFFING SERVICESELWOOD STAFFING00316851789108/07/2015

211.20 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-099-25FOOD TOOLS INC00081951790108/07/2015

49.64 TELEPHONE 269-637-3649-041905-5FRONTIER00084351791108/07/2015
35.07 TELEPHONE 269-637-7926-011395-5

351.13 TELEPHONE 269-637-1402-071613-5
208.50 TELEPHONE 269-639-1795-082214-5
190.11 TELEPHONE 269-637-1386-071613-5

834.45 

425.00 BIOSOLIDS TESTINGGRO AMERICA00314951792108/07/2015

5,581.89 MARINA MANAGERHAPA LLC00099451793108/07/2015
500.00 BLACK RIVER PARK MANAGEMENT FEE 

9,433.34 MARINA & BLACK RIVER PARK OPERATIONS EXP

15,515.23 

4,708.33 JANITORIAL SERVICEHI TEC BUILDING SERVICES00106751794108/07/2015



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 2/3Page: 08/12/2015 10:16 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven
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63.30 OVERPAYMENT OF SPECIAL ASSESSMENT 80-53-HOWNBLOWER, DANIEL MMISC51795108/07/2015
20.13 EMPLOYEE MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENTJARED KNAPPMISC51796108/07/2015

27.67 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSLAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE00132951797108/07/2015
44,862.75 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONS

44,890.42 

2,697.00 LAWNCARELAWN BOYS INC00137351798108/07/2015

178.00 UNIFORMSLITTLE OSCAR'S SCREEN PRINTS00141251799108/07/2015
113.00 UNIFORMS

291.00 

207.00 EMPLOYEE REIMBURSEMENTLUCAS KEENEMISC51800108/07/2015
109.80 UB refund for account: 11180700MAY, AMERE J & KENYAUB REFUND51801108/07/2015
28.21 SUPPLIESMICHIANA SUPPLY INC00157551802108/07/2015

223,641.00 ANNUAL INSURANCE PREMIUMMICHIGAN MUNICIPAL RISK00162251803108/07/2015
44.06 UB refund for account: 10558018MILES, ELIDA MUB REFUND51804108/07/2015

320.00 CONFERENCE REGISTRATIONMISHRMMISC51805108/07/2015
83.91 TRAINING & MEAL REIMBURSEMENTMULAC, DAVID00175251806108/07/2015
97.69 UB refund for account: 20515008PLEASANT VIEW MHP-SOUTH HAVENUB REFUND51807108/07/2015
42.36 REIMBURSEMENT FOR SUPPLIESPOOLE, PHILLIP00201051808108/07/2015

494.83 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESPOWER LINE SUPPLY CO00202051809108/07/2015
110.00 REPLACE GFI OUTLETQUINN ELECTRICAL CONTRACTORS00208851810108/07/2015

1,654.61 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-1033150RELIABLE DISPOSAL INC #64600213251811108/07/2015
1,256.40 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-290-24RIVEER 00216351812108/07/2015

186.00 EQUIPMENT RENTALROBIN ABSHIREMISC51813108/07/2015

9.14 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN MEMORIAL LIBRARY00241051814108/07/2015
14,824.28 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

14,833.42 

74.40 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS00241551815108/07/2015
439,596.05 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

439,670.45 

847.56 WWTP TRUCK CABLE CRANESTO-AWAY POWER CRANES INC00252451816108/07/2015
290.00 REFUND MECHANICAL PERMIT FEESSUBURBAN MECHANICALMISC51817108/07/2015

1,113.60 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-122-24SYSTEM COMPONENTS00256451818108/07/2015
1,948.20 2014 TAX REFUND PARCEL 80-53-995-400-24

3,061.80 

764.25 REPAIR EXIT GATETRAFFIC & SAFETY CONTROL00264751819108/07/2015
187.22 CONTRACT COVERAGE 07/01 - 09/30/15U S BUSINESS SYSTEMS INC00269851820108/07/2015

69.31 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONVAN BUREN COUNTY TREASURER00275751821108/07/2015
260,373.57 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

260,442.88 

79.00 FARM MARKET ADVAN BUREN REMINDERMISC51822108/07/2015
73.21 FUELVILLAGE MARKET00279951823108/07/2015

462.05 REPAIRS - SOUTH BEACH RESTROOMWAGNER'S PLUMBING & HEATING00282251824108/07/2015
386.10 HOOK-UP MEETER

848.15 
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3,676.50 MECHANICAL PERMITSED WAINRIGHT00282451825108/07/2015
100.00 SUPPLIESWALLY'S GARAGE00283351826108/07/2015
120.00 CAMERA SEWER - 417 LAGRANGERON WASHEGESIC00284351827108/07/2015

8,839.43 UB refund for account: 42039002WEST MICHIGAN FLOCKINGUB REFUND51828108/07/2015
160.00 REPAIR TIREWINGFOOT COMMERCIAL TIRE SYSTEMS 00293551829108/07/2015

22.87 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESWOLVERINE HARDWARE00294951830108/07/2015
90.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
15.28 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
35.78 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
10.70 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4.48 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
0.74 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
5.02 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

37.84 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
10.40 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
20.69 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
9.42 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
6.09 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

54.94 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
6.28 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4.94 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
1.87 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

35.53 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
30.14 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
25.58 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

428.59 

69.25 SAFETY SUPPLIESZEE MEDICAL, INC00297751831108/07/2015

1 TOTALS:

1,140,779.13 Total of 63 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
1,140,779.13 Total of 63 Checks:
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Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

2,500.00 APPRAISAL SERVICESA. VAN STENSEL & SONS, LLCMISC51832108/17/2015

1,500.00 MAINTENANCE DREDGING PERMIT SERVICESABONMARCHE CONSULTANTS INC00001451833108/17/2015
262.50 DEMOLITION PLANS FOR OVERTON PROJECT 156
190.00 ADA IMPROVEMENTS FOR CENTER FOR THE ARTS

3,237.31 2015 STREET RESURFACING PROJECTS - CENTE
862.50 LIBRARY FACILITY ASSESSMENT STUDY

6,052.31 

1,695.00 CHLORINEALEXANDER CHEMICAL CORP00005051834108/17/2015
1,272.36 FIREWORKS TRAFFIC DETAILALLEGAN COUNTY SHERIFF'S OFFIC00005851835108/17/2015
1,637.46 ANNUAL TESTING OF BACKFLOW PREVENTERS & ALLIED MECHANICAL SERVICES INC00006551836108/17/2015
1,547.51 DEED PROGRAM ANNUAL DUESAMERICAN PUBLIC POWER ASSOC00009651837108/17/2015

140.78 UB refund for account: 10458021ARNO, FAYE NUB REFUND51838108/17/2015
56.15 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720AUTO-WARES GROUP00017751839108/17/2015

518.82 SUPPLIESBEAVER RESEARCH COMPANY00022951840108/17/2015
32.45 SUPPLIESCARLETON EQUIPMENT COMPANY00039251841108/17/2015

3,256.68 2015 SUMMER TAX PARCEL 03-02-030-008-00`CASCO TOWNSHIP00040751842108/17/2015
62.19 MODULECDW GOVERNMENT INC00041851843108/17/2015
86.52 LONG DISTANCECENTURY LINK00043051844108/17/2015
55.48 UB refund for account: 21357008COLE, CHRISTOPHER LUB REFUND51845108/17/2015

411.32 UB refund for account: 21357412COLE, CHRISTOPHER LUB REFUND51846108/17/2015

1,137.50 WORK AT 76TH ST LIFT STATIONCOMPTON INC00050551847108/17/2015
18,621.91 GREEN ST & HIWAYS ST REPAIRS

19,759.41 

316.23 CENTER ST CONCEPT IMPROVEMENTSCORNELISSE DESIGN ASSOC INC00053351848108/17/2015
653.80 REPLACE BATTERIESCUMMINS BRIDGEWAY, LLC00057051849108/17/2015
38.53 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENTDEBRA DAVIDSON00059751850108/17/2015

12,181.75 LEGAL SERVICESDICKINSON WRIGHT00063751851108/17/2015
744.00 PROFESSIONAL SERVICES FOR JUNE 2015

12,925.75 

477.04 REPLACE FAN MOTOR ON COOLERD A DODD, INC 00065351852108/17/2015
3,293.88 SUPPLIESJACK DOHENY SUPPLIES INC 00065651853108/17/2015

454.49 MARKERBOARD DRY ERASE DESIGNSMISC51854108/17/2015
63.06 SUPPLIESE.H. WACHS00333651855108/17/2015

267.00 MONTHLY MAINTENANCEELECSYS INTERNATIONAL CORP00071851856108/17/2015
236.00 CHANGE MEMORY PACK BATTERIESELECTION SOURCE00071951857108/17/2015

1,351.20 STAFFING SERVICESELWOOD STAFFING00316851858108/17/2015

58.39 TELEPHONE 231-197-0043-051713-5FRONTIER00084351859108/17/2015
128.12 TELEPHONE 269-637-5493-070711-5
170.13 TELEPHONE 269-637-3251-010165-5

356.64 

5,659.03 FUELFUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM00084751860108/17/2015
86.40 UB refund for account: 10276007GARVISON, JAMIEUB REFUND51861108/17/2015

220.75 SUPPLIESGEMPLER'S00087251862108/17/2015

1,291.59 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESGRAINGER00091351863108/17/2015
120.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
110.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
383.40 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 2/5Page: 08/12/2015 12:02 PM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 08/17/2015 - 08/17/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameVendorCheckBankCheck Date

1,904.99 

749.67 LAB SUPPLIESHACH COMPANY00097451864108/17/2015
1,356.00 ADVERTISING & PUBLISHINGHERALD PALLADIUM00104651865108/17/2015

995.00 CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAMHYDRO DESIGNS INC00112051866108/17/2015
999.59 SUPPLIESIDEXX DISTRIBUTION INC00113451867108/17/2015

26.93 COVERT ELECTRIC 040-008-013-1-8INDIANA MICHIGAN POWER00114151868108/17/2015
35.99 COVERT ELECTRIC 044-832-292-1-9

62.92 

24.00 SUPPLIESJ & L ORCHARD SUPPLY LLC00117151869108/17/2015
21.99 CHARGERJOHN'S STEREO  INC00119651870108/17/2015
93.20 UB refund for account: 30952024JOHNSON, JAMES EUB REFUND51871108/17/2015

21,018.97 109 MS-J ST JOSEPH STREETKENT POWER INC00125251872108/17/2015
1,544.00 TALON II RADARKUSTOM SIGNALS, INC00131151873108/17/2015

10,000.00 MAILING FEES  C-378LAKE MICHIGAN MAILERS00133151874108/17/2015

620.32 IRRIGATION WORKLAWN BOYS INC00137351875108/17/2015
1,485.00 LAWNCARE

2,105.32 

7,220.00 ATTORNEY SERVICESMARK A MANNING00146751876108/17/2015
61.08 MEAL REIMBURSEMENTCHRIS MAY00313651877108/17/2015

2.78 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESMENARDS00154451878108/17/2015
12.47 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
12.60 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
60.91 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
10.13 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
12.72 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
46.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
14.27 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
12.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
43.76 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
82.16 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
23.67 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4.40 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

13.97 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
211.32 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
133.01 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
82.75 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
51.85 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

832.73 

7,161.82 METERS & SUPPLIESMETRON-FARNIER, LLC00156151879108/17/2015
18,123.16 EVELYN S GRANT MICHIGAN MARITIME MUSEUM00161651880108/17/2015

147.72 UB refund for account: 21618600MIKE SCHAAP BUILDERSUB REFUND51881108/17/2015

50.00 PEST CONTROLNORTH SHORE PEST CONTROL INC00184851882108/17/2015
50.00 PEST CONTROL

100.00 

124.46 BOOTSOKUN BROTHERS SHOES00188851883108/17/2015
240.50 REPAIRS AT BLACK RIVER PARKOTTAGAN PLUMBING & TESTING INC00191151884108/17/2015
45.00 ENVELOPESPAT'S PRONTO PRINT00194851885108/17/2015
94.84 AIR CONDITIONER SERIVCEPHOENIX HEATING &00198751886108/17/2015

10,431.25 AED UNITS - ENTERGY GRANTPHYSIO-CONTROL INC00199051887108/17/2015
220.20 UB refund for account: 20541004PLEASANT VIEW MHP-SOUTH HAVENUB REFUND51888108/17/2015
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124.50 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESPOWER LINE SUPPLY CO00202051889108/17/2015
113.46 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
250.88 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
49.94 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

767.64 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
370.34 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
324.80 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

1,951.68 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

3,953.24 

70.86 UB refund for account: 20080401PREMIER PROPERTIES LTDUB REFUND51890108/17/2015

1,390.00 CONESRATHCO SAFETY SUPPLY INC00211451891108/17/2015
180.00 TOW AWAY ZONE SIGNS

1,974.00 BREAKAWAY POSTS

3,544.00 

285.20 CABLEREPCOLITE PAINTS INC00214251892108/17/2015

115.66 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-1079814REPUBLIC SERVICES #64600213251893108/17/2015
33,135.77 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-9646005
3,257.73 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-1079813

36,509.16 

141.11 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESRIDGE AND KRAMER AUTO PARTS00215551894108/17/2015
20.04 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
75.62 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
52.58 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

177.19 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
133.91 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
186.05 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
276.45 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
135.08 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
111.06 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
170.06 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
(133.91)MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
(130.00)CREDIT MEMO

1,215.24 

540.00 PUMP MOTORRIVERSIDE ELECTRIC SERVICE INC00216851895108/17/2015
26.00 PARKING SIGNSROD'S PRINTS & PROMOTIONS00218451896108/17/2015
37.48 UB refund for account: 20414601ROSS, DAVID LUB REFUND51897108/17/2015

105.06 UB refund for account: 20101003SCHLIPP, LAURINE DUB REFUND51898108/17/2015

4,171.50 MONTHLY MANAGEMENT FEESECANT TECHNOLOGIES00226751899108/17/2015
391.50 REACTIVE SUPPORT

4,563.00 

100.00 SAFETY GLASS REIMBURSEMENTERIC SMITH00304751900108/17/2015
430.50 CONCRETE CUTTINGSMITH'S CONCRETE CUTTING00236151901108/17/2015

1,381.84 ELECTRIC REBATE YR 1SOUTH HAVEN FAMILY CAMPGROUND00313151902108/17/2015

43.50 MAINTENANCE & REPAIRSSOUTH HAVEN SMALL ENGINES00241851903108/17/2015
149.72 MAINTENANCE & REPAIRS
399.96 STIHL HEDGER

593.18 
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2,192.00 STRIPING & LIGHTSSPENCER MANUFACTURING, INC00245351904108/17/2015
2,192.00 STRIPING & LIGHTS

4,384.00 

162.00 SUPPLIESSTANDARD ELECTRIC COMPANY00247451905108/17/2015
45.95 APR 2015 SALES TAX DUE 38-6004594STATE OF MICHIGAN00338851906108/17/2015

202.05 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESSTEEL CENTER SUPPLY CO00251351907108/17/2015
8.35 UB refund for account: 20317002STURGIS BANK & TRUSTUB REFUND51908108/17/2015

127.50 MAINTENACE & REPAIRSTECHNICAL ENERGY SOLUTIONS00258051909108/17/2015

5,722.92 SUPPLIESTHAYER INC00259951910108/17/2015
134.84 SUPPLIES
203.22 SUPPLIES
27.75 SUPPLIES

124.29 SUPPLIES

6,213.02 

3,654.00 3G MODEM UPGRADE FOR TERMINALSTOTAL PARKING SOLUTIONS INC00263751911108/17/2015
61.83 SUPPLIES   ACCT#6035 3012 0321 1402TRACTOR SUPPLY CREDIT PLAN00264551912108/17/2015
11.07 SHIPPING FEEUPS STORE #508000272451913108/17/2015

699.65 LAB SUPPLIESUSA BLUE BOOK00272851914108/17/2015
56.55 LAB SUPPLIES

756.20 

88,265.00 PURCHASE OF OVERTON/229 ELKENBURG ST 80-VAN BUREN COUNTY TREASURER00275751915108/17/2015
1,020.00 AED UNITS FOR DPW VEHICLES 1 YR INSPECTIVAN BUREN INTERMEDIATE00275851916108/17/2015

65.00 SHREDDING SERVICEWEST MICHIGAN DOCUMENT00288351917108/17/2015
65.00 DOCUMENT SHREDDING

130.00 

945.12 TIRESWINGFOOT COMMERCIAL TIRE SYSTEMS00322051918108/17/2015
1,303.44 TIRES

2,248.56 

34.96 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESWOLVERINE HARDWARE00294951919108/17/2015
1.64 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

38.49 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4.59 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

26.88 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
44.15 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
44.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
14.39 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
12.59 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
19.13 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
71.06 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
18.58 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
13.84 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
21.75 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
1.51 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

30.39 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
8.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

34.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
2.11 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

37.78 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 5/5Page: 08/12/2015 12:02 PM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 08/17/2015 - 08/17/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameVendorCheckBankCheck Date

481.80 

1,051.73 REPAIRSWOODHAMS, INC , DON00295351920108/17/2015
150.35 REPAIRS
417.71 REPAIRS

1,152.19 REPAIRS

2,771.98 

1 TOTALS:

315,060.72 Total of 89 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
315,060.72 Total of 89 Checks:



 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

August 17, 2015 

 
 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Consent Agenda Item D 

South Haven Memorial Library North Wall Repair 

 
 

 
Background Information: 

The City Council will be asked to approve planned repairs to the South Haven Memorial 
Library’s North Wall. 
 
Over the past several months, Abonmarche Engineering has been working with South 
Haven Memorial Library stakeholders to develop a capital improvement plan for the library’s 
facility.  That plan will establish objectives and projected costs for future facility upgrades.  
During the process, Abonmarche has identified three areas of immediate concern which 
need to be addressed as soon as possible.  Those items include: 1) the exposed north 
masonry wall of the building is a single width cement block wall and has no insulation or 
exterior finish and is showing multiple cracks and degrading structural integrity, 2) the north 
basement area has a serious water intrusion problem which could damage materials and 
degrade the building environment for the occupants, 3) the existing ramp and loading dock 
is deteriorating and presents access and safety issues. 
 
The exposed North Wall is vulnerable to weather and seasonal changes, therefore 
Abonmarche has recommended repair work be completed before the onset of winter.  
Abonmarche presented to the South Haven Memorial Library Board the following cost 
estimate and proposal for services to provide site plan review, construction documents, 
specifications, bidding and construction administration for the repair, insulation and covering 
of the north wall. 
 
North Wall – insulate, repair cracking and cover:        $ 41,000  
             Architecture & Engineering:               $    6,000 
     Project Total:     $ 47,000 
 
On July 27, 2015 the South Haven Memorial Library Board unanimously voted in favor of 
pursuing the project and hiring Abonmarche to provide services as listed to coordinate and 
oversee the work.  The cost of the work described above will be borne entirely by the South 
Haven Memorial Library, but given the unique relationship between the city and the library, 
staff recommends the City Council approve the agreement, prior to implementation.  The 
City Council is not agreeing to fund the work, but is asked to approve the scope.   

 
Recommendation: 

The City Council should offer a motion of support for the planned repairs to the South Haven 
Memorial Library’s north wall. 

 
Support Material: 
       Abonmarche Engagement Letter; SHML Wall Repair 



-Ill ABONMARCHE 
Confidence By Design 

Engineering 
Architecture 

Land Surveying 
Marina/Waterfront 

liE;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;;:;;:;;:;;;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;;;;;,;;;;;;;_ Community Planning Landscape Architecture 
Development Services 

July 27, 2015 

South Haven Memorial Library Board of Trustees 
314 Broadway St. 
South Haven, Ml 49090 

Brian Dissette, City Manager 
City of South Haven 
539 Phoenix Street 
South Haven, Ml 49090 

RE: 15-0280 South Haven Memorial Library Facility Study: 2015 Building Repairs Estimate & Proposal 

Dear Board Members and Mr. Dissette, 

Abonmarche has been working with library stakeholders to develop a capital improvement plan which 
will establish objectives and projected costs for future facility upgrades. During this process, we have 
identified three areas of immediate concern that need to be addressed as soon as possible. 1) The 
newly exposed north masonry wall of the Library is a single width cement block wall and has no 
insulation or exterior finish and is showing multiple cracks and degrading structural integrity. 2) The north 
basement area has a serious water intrusion problem which could damage materials and degrade the 
building environment for the occupants. 3) The existing ramp and loading dock is deteriorating and 
presents access and safety issues. 

The exposed North Wall is vulnerable to weather and seasonal changes, therefore we recommend 
repair work be completed before the onset of winter. We offer the following cost estimate and 
proposal for services to provide site plan review, construction documents, specifications, bidding and 
construction administration for the repair, insulation and covering of the North Wall. · 

North Wall Repairs Construction Estimate: 

North Wall (1989 addition)- insulate, repair cracking and cover. 
Contractor Overhead/Profit & Contingency 

Construction Total 
Architecture & Engineering 

Project Total: 

Architectural Services Proposal: 

$ 33,000 
$ 8,000 
$ 41,000 
$ 6,000 
$ 47,000 

Site Plan Review $1,200 
Due to the proposed exterior work you will be required to submit to the City of South Haven Planning 
Commission for Site Plan approval. In this phase we will create a Site Plan and Elevation to illustrate 
compliance with zoning requirements for Site Plan Review with the City. The documents will show 
proposed changes to the North Wall and the future loading dock and ADA ramp improvements. We 
will attend the Planning Commission Meeting on the Client's behalf to present the project for approval. 

95 West Main Street 
Benton Harbor, Ml 49022 
269.927.2295 

361 First Street 
Manistee. Ml 49660 
231.723.1198 

503 Quaker Street 
South Haven, Ml 49090 
269.637.1293 

www.abonmarche.com 

750 Lincoln Way East 
South Bend, IN 46601 
574.232.8700 

3177 Willowcreek Road 
Portage, IN 46368 
219.850.4624 



South Haven Memorial Library 
Immediate Building Repairs 

Estimate & Proposal 
7-27-2015 

Page 2 of 2 

Construction Documents & Specifications $3,000 
Upon Planning Commission approval. Abonmarche will produce construction documents and 
specifications standardly required for permit and construction. These plans will be submitted for plan 
review with the building inspector and be published for obtaining bids. 

Bidding and Negotiation $ 800 
Abonmarche will assist the City of South Haven in obtaining bids for the work and make 
recommendations for award of contract. We will draft and finalize contracts for construction. 

Construction Administration $1,000 
In this phase, we will monitor the project throughout the course of construction, attend periodic progress 
meetings, be available to answer questions, make periodic site visits, and review all payment requests 
from the contractor. 

Proposal Fee Total $6,000 

Anticipated Additional Expenses: 
Building Department plan review fee $500 

The fees listed above are not-to-exceed estimates of the work involved for the stated scope. We will bill 
time & materials up to the above estimated amount for services rendered. Should there be a change in 
scope that requires time over and above the agreed upon estimate, the client will be notified in 
advance of work and any additional fee will be agreed upon in writing. In addition to the fees listed 
above, all out-of-pocket expenses for filing fees, plan review or permit fees, printing, messenger, and 
postage associated with this project will be reimbursable at cost plus a 15% administrative charge. 

If you are in agreement and wish for us to proceed with this project. please sign and date at the 
appropriate spaces below and return one copy to our office at your earliest convenience. 

We are ready to begin this work immediately and can be ready to start with your authorization. We 
thank you for this opportunity to be of service. I can be reached at acook@abonmarche.com or 269-
926-4545 if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 

Amy Cook. Project Manager 

Approved : ______________________ _ 

Brian Dissette. City Manager 

-• 

Jeffery M. Saylor. AlA. LEED AP 
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Memorandum	
	
To:	 Brian	Dissette	
	
From:	Joe	Guilford	
	
Date:	 8/12/15	
	
Re:	 Microsoft	Exchange	Upgrade	Project	
	
The	City	currently	uses	Microsoft	Exchange	to	manage	the	email	system	used	by	all	
employees	and	Government	Officials.	 	The	current	system	is	out	of	date	and	the	IT	
Department	 is	beginning	 to	notice	areas	of	collaboration	not	working	as	 intended.		
Existing	users	of	Android	phones	and	tablets	are	not	able	to	connect	their	email	to	
their	 devices.	 	 This	 is	 causing	 problems	with	 employees	 in	 the	 field	 or	 out	 of	 the	
office	trying	to	conduct	business	and	not	being	able	to	access	the	 information	that	
they	 need.	 	 The	 IT	 Department	 is	 recommending	 the	 upgrade	 of	 the	 existing	
Microsoft	Exchange	Server	to	the	latest	enterprise	version.		This	upgrade	will	bring	
the	 existing	 software	 in	 line	 with	 today’s	 applications	 and	 devices.	 	 This	 version	
upgrade	would	require	a	complete	upgrade	of	the	existing	software,	virtual	server,	
and	licensing	associated	with	the	Microsoft	product.		The	work	will	be	completed	by	
Secant	Technologies	and	has	been	budgeted	as	an	IT	Department	Capital	Project.		
	
The	requested	amount	to	complete	the	entire	job	is	as	follows:	
	
Microsoft	Exchange	2012	Local	Government		 	 	 	 $659	
	
Microsoft	Exchange	Server	2013	Standard		 	 	 	 $540	
	
Microsoft	Exchange	2013	Standard	CAL	(150	users)	 	 	 $10,075.50	
	
Labor	to	install	and	configure	upgrade	(Secant	Technologies)	 	 $4,760	
	 	
Total	Project	Cost:	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $16,034.50	
	
	
I	have	included	the	proposal	for	work	with	this	information.	



City of South Haven

QTY ITEM NUMBER DESCRIPTION UNIT PRICE EXT PRICE

This quote prepared for:

QTE072768Quote #:

CITY3456

8/12/2015
9/11/2015

Brad Buiwitt

Quote Date:
Quote Expiration:

Customer PO:
Account Representative:

Thank you for the opportunity!

(269) 637-5319  Ex
(269) 637-0775  ExPhone:

Fax:

2088RCDPrepared by:

6395 Technology, Avenue, Suite A

Kalamazoo, MI 49009

Main Phone: (269) 375-8996

539 Phoenix Street
TAXABLE CLIENTS: Compliance with Michigan Compiled Law 205.51
requires that tax be charged on the portion of labor expended for
physical installation of equipment shown as included within a
project. That amount will be represented as a separate labor line.
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 Quote accepted by: _________________________  Date: __________
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to place your project/order into our scheduling queue and/or authorize the
ordering of equipment for subsequent billing.
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CASH ACCOUNT CLIENTS: Pre-Payment is required to process your order.
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: August 17, 2015 
 
RE: Bench Donations 
 
Background Information 
 
The City has received numerous memorial bench donation requests in the past two months.  
The Parks Commission reviewed these donation requests at their August 11 Regular Meeting.  
After discussion, the Commissioners passed a motion recommending that City Council accept 
the four bench donations as described in the attachments. 
 
Recommendation 
 
City Council should review the proposed bench donations at their August 17, 2015 Regular 
Meeting.  Acceptance of the gifts will be subject to the terms of Resolution 08-49. 
 
Attachments 
 
Bench Donation Descriptions 
Resolution 2008-49:  Amended City Gift Policy 
Monroe Bluff Bench Master Plan, South of Clinton Street 
Riverfront Park Bench Master Plan 
  

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 



Memorandum 
August 17, 2015 
Bench Donations 
Page 2 of 5 

Elsie Marie (Kulovitz) Glover Memorial Bench 
 
Sue Ring would like to donate a wooden bench, similar to the existing benches on Monroe Blvd, 
in memory of Elsie Marie (Kulovitz) Glover.  The bench would be located on City land on the 
west side of Monroe Blvd south of Chestnut St overlooking South Beach.  The location is 
pictured below and shown as Location #1 on the Monroe Blvd Bench Master Plan Map 
 

 
 
The text that is planned to be engraved on the plaque will be: 
 

 
 
  

 

In Loving Memory of  

Elsie Marie (Kulovitz) Glover 

1929 - 2015 



Memorandum 
August 17, 2015 
Bench Donations 
Page 3 of 5 

Wenban Family Memorial Bench 
 
Cynthia Wenban would like to donate a wooden bench, similar to the existing benches on 
Monroe Blvd, in memory of the Wenban Family.  The bench would be located in the parkway on 
the west side of Monroe Blvd immediately north of Monroe St in front of City owned land fronting 
on South Beach.  The location is pictured below and shown as Location #4 on the Monroe Blvd 
Bench Master Plan Map. 
 

 
 
 
The text that is planned to be engraved on the plaque will be: 
 

 
 
  

In memory of the 

Wenban Family 
Long term South Haven Residents 
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Wolfgang Morkvenas Memorial Bench 
 
Joanne Ahlberg-Luce would like to donate a wooden bench, similar to the existing benches on 
Monroe Blvd, in memory of Wolfgang Morkvenas.  The bench would be located in the parkway 
on the west side of Monroe Blvd immediately south of Clinton St in front of City owned land 
fronting on South Beach.  The location is pictured below and shown as Location #9 on the 
Monroe Blvd Bench Master Plan Map. 
 

 
 
 
The test that is planned to be engraved on the plaque will be: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

In loving memory of 

Wolfgang Morkvenas 

who loved to sit here by the water releasing 

his cares and gaining strength for his days. 

06/03/1952 - 03/02/2015 



Memorandum 
August 17, 2015 
Bench Donations 
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Wib and Dottie Lynam Memorial Bench 
 
Dave Lynam would like to donate a wooden bench, similar to the existing benches in Riverfront 
Park, in honor of Wib and Dottie Lynam.  The bench would be located on the south side of the 
sidewalk through Riverfront Park.  The location is pictured below and shown as Location #5 on 
the Riverfront Park Bench Master Plan Map. 
 

 
 
The text that is planned to be engraved on the plaque will be:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

  “In Honor of Wib & Dottie Lynam” 
             … From Their Loving Family 

 



CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN
 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN
 

RESOLUTION NO. 08-49
 

A RESOLUTION AMENDING THE GIFT POLICY
 
FOR THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN
 

Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on September 15, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. local time. 

PRESENT: Andersen, Bemis, Fitzgibbon, Smith, Stegeman, Appleyard 

ABSENT: McCoy 

The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member _-=B=ec.:...:.m=is"--__ and 
supported by Member Stegeman 

WHEREAS, the City of South Haven has been enriched by many generous donations from the
 
public that have enhanced our community's public spaces; and
 

WHEREAS, on November 1,2004 City Council adopted Resolution 04-43 adopting a gift policy;
 
and
 

WHEREAS, City Council requests an amendment be made to the policy regarding allocation of
 
monetary gifts should it not be specified at the time of donation.
 

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of South Haven amends the gift policy as
 
outlined in Exhibit A attached.
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City
 
Council.
 

RECORD OF VOTE:
 

Yeas: Andersen, Bemis, Fitzgibbon, Smith, Stegeman, Appleyard 

Nays: None 

RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 

Resolution 08-49 
- 1 



Exhibit A 

City of South Haven Gift Policy 

Introduction 

Over the years, the City of South Haven has been enriched by many generous donations from 
the public that have enhanced our community's public spaces. These gifts are often given in 
memory of, or in honor of, individuals who were residents of the South Haven area. Gifts have 
come in many different forms, including trees, park benches, artwork, garden size landscaped 
areas or an entire park. 

Each gift is special to our community. Every gift given in memory of, or in honor of someone, 
has at least two items in common. First, they are generously given by family and friends to 
represent a loved one. Secondly, the donor is seeking to enhance the beauty of South Haven by 
improving our community public spaces. In doing so, the donors have provided a unique 
enhancement to our community public spaces which will be enjoyed by the current community 
and future generations to come. 

The City Council and appropriate authorities, boards and/commissions review each gift and 
seek to respect the desires of the donors. In order to ensure that all gifts work together to 
enhance the beauty and function of our public spaces, certain guidelines for gifts and their 
recognition must be followed. 

We trust that these guidelines will help in determining the gift you are considering and allow it to 
be a lasting tribute to our community. 

Guidelines 

1.	 Each proposed gift, its location and installation plans will be reviewed and may be 
approved by City Council prior to installation. The cost of installation is to be included as 
part of the donation. City Council may seek recommendations from the appropriate 
authority, board and/or commission prior to approval. 

2.	 Donations must meet any applicable governmental codes and guidelines. 

3.	 If memorial recognition is requested, the following rules apply: 

a. Plaques for benches and picnic tables will be 2" X 4" in size, brass plated, 
recessed, and mounted with flush screws. Professional installation of the plaque 
is the responsibility of the donor. 

b. Plaques for structures, monuments, and statues, should be cast bronze, with a 
maximum size of 5" X 8", and a maximum number of forty letters/numbers 
combined. Plaque should be installed on the structure, monument, or statue or 
on a flush to the ground concrete foundation with a maximum size of 11" X 14" X 
14". Professional installation of the plaque is the responsibility of the donor. 

c. Any variation to Section A or B must be requested at the time of the donation. 

Resolution 08-49 
-A1



Exhibit A 

d.	 In the case of gifts requiring other than incidental minor maintenance, unless 
expressly agreed to in advance, the City will not normally accept responsibility for 
such maintenance. In the event that persons or firms not under City control 
provide such maintenance, and the maintenance is not performed to the City's 
satisfaction, the City shall have the right to remove or modify the gift as it sees fit. 

e.	 In all cases the City Council maintains the right to move, modify or remove 
donations if future circumstances dictate. 

Items not specifically covered above will be considered on a case-by-case basis. 

4.	 City Council has the authority to allocate all monetary gifts received that do not specify a 
particular fund/project. 

Donations will be recognized as follows: 

A register will be kept with the city clerk with each donor's address and phone number. It is the 
responsibility of the donor to inform the city of any address or phone number change to the 
register list. 

Conclusion 

As gifts to the City of South Haven are considered, please know that a member of city staff or 
an appropriate commission member will be happy to assist you in this process. In closing, we 
sincerely appreciate your willingness to improve our community through your generous 
donation. 

Suggested Gift List: 

Trees (chosen from the ordinance) 
Professional Landscaping 
Benches 
Tables 
Fountains 
Bike Racks 
Decking 
Bricks 
Signs 
Lighting 
Professional SeNices 
Irrigation 
Monetary gift 
Endowments 

Resolution 08-49 
-A2
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Local Development Finance Authority 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 

 
Monday, June 8, 2015 
4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
South Haven City Hall 

                                             City of South Haven      
 

 

 
 
1. Call to Order by Bolt at 4:00 p.m. 

 
2. Roll Call 
 
 Present: Dotson, Gawreliuk, Klavins, Schaeffer (4:10 p.m.), Timmer, Valentine, Bolt 
 Absent:  Erdmann, Henry, Herrera 
 
 Also present: Jack McCloughan, Economic Development Director 
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by Klavins, second by Dotson to approve the June 8, 2015 regular meeting agenda 
with Item 9 moved to the beginning of the list. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

9.   2nd Avenue Utility Incentive 
 

VandenBosch explained the original utility incentive, which expired on May 9, 2015, and is 
no longer in place. Funds were transferred to the Water & Sewer Fund, so the money is still 
available. There is a potential project which has been being worked on for quite a while. 
Michigan Blueberry Growers has brought in partners, Hanson Logistics and Dole, to build a 
freezer cold storage.  

 
Jason Bransteter, Tippmann Group: Represents both Michigan Blueberry Growers (MBG) 
and Hanson Logistics. For the past six (6) months his company has been doing a study on 
the forty (40) acres of land owned by Michigan Blueberry Growers. Explained that Michigan 
Blueberry Growers and Hanson, along with Dole, will be partnering on this site.   

 
Bransteter explained that the Tippmann Group designs and builds food storage and 
processing companies around the country. Tippman also manages cold storage facilities 
and are the third largest in the nation. Tippmann both competes with Hanson and builds for 
Hanson. The scope of the project has definitely changed since the previous incentive was 
discussed.  
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VandenBosch pointed out the site plan aerial that overlays the project and explained some 
of the details.  
 
Bransteter noted that Hanson will purchase twenty-five (25) acres from Michigan Blueberry 
Growers, which will retain the balance of the land, fifteen (15) acres. Hanson will take the 
east portion, build the facility and partner with Dole to be moved into this operation. Dole will 
lease about fifty thousand (50,000) square feet from Hanson’s to produce their goods and 
feed it directly into Hanson’s facility for cold storage. On the other side will be a one hundred 
thousand (100,000) square feet food processing center for Michigan Blueberry Growers. 
Both entities will have plenty of room for expansion on the site.  
 
Bransteter commented that in Hobart, Indiana the Tippmann Group started a facility similar 
to this project five (5) years ago and they have continued to expand almost every year. 
There was an incentive to Michigan Blueberry Growers which ran out in May; the developers 
are requesting an extension of that incentive. We are getting closer; sale of the land seems 
imminent, within the month. There were meetings in California last week and there are 
meetings scheduled this week to get the project moving forward. 

 
VandenBosch noted that staff has written a resolution; the terms of the resolution gives six 
(6) months for construction to begin. And the incentive, not to exceed one hundred fifty 
thousand dollars ($150,000), is a credit toward city water and sanitary fees and will be 
awarded to the first applicant for city water and sewer on that site.  

 
Bolt pointed out this is not an extension; this is a new incentive. Valentine asked if this 
incentive can be split between entities. VandenBosch explained that while it might be 
possible to split it, the city does not want to extend the incentive more than six (6) months 
and Michigan Blueberry Growers will not be starting in six (6) months.  

 
Dotson asked what the developers’ schedule is for breaking ground. Bransteter said the 
hope was to break ground this summer and it is now looking like it will be later, but still 
before the end of the summer.  
 
In response to a query by Dotson regarding how many jobs will be created, Bransteter noted  
that Dole is expecting approximately eighty (80); Hanson twenty-five (25) to thirty (30) and 
Michigan Blueberry Growers, depending on how much they do, sixty (60) to start. If 
Michigan Blueberry Growers transitions some other employees to this site, there could be an 
additional thirty (30) jobs added. Dotson said how many of those jobs will be new jobs as far 
as relocating. Bransteter stated that Hanson job will all be new, Michigan Blueberry Growers 
all new and Dole probably half new and half retained jobs. In response to a question by 
Valentine as to whether these will be full time positions, Bransteter stated that they would be 
full time and also noted that all of the involved  companies have submitted plans to the state. 

 
Bolt pointed out that this development represents a tremendous benefit to city utilities and 
the tax base is substantial. Bolt asked Bransteter if he is okay with the extension of the 
incentive to the first one in, to which Bransteter stated that he is.  

 
VandenBosch read the resolution,  
 
Bolt double-checked whether developer was okay with the stated terms and he affirmed that 
they would be able to work it out. 
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Motion by Valentine, second by Klavins to approve Resolution 2015-03, a Resolution 
Authorizing a Development Incentive for a Development at 1600 and 1800 2nd Avenue. 

 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

4. Approval of Minutes –  April 13, 2015 Regular Meeting 
 

Motion by Valentine, second by Gawreliuk to approve the April 13, 2015 regular meeting 
minutes as written. 

 
 All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
 

Burr: Commented on the city’s investment last week in the upgrade of the lift station which 
will enable this project and thanked the LDFA for their support. 

 
6. Financial Report 
 
 VandenBosch reviewed the financial report. 
 

Motion by Dotson, second by Klavins to accept the financial report as presented. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
7.   Economic Development Report 
 

Jack McCloughan, Economic Development Director, reviewed his Economic Development 
activities. 

 
8. Overton Building Acquisition 
 

VandenBosch pointed out the map of the city’s oldest Industrial District, identifying the 
Overton building and National Motors site. Stated that the Overton building is the last 
industrial ruin in this part of the industrial district and is presently located in the middle of a 
residential district. As is, the building constitutes a safety hazard. The city has been 
attempting to demolish the structure and recently the county has granted the city first 
chance to purchase the property, which VandenBosch described as “kind of paying our own 
taxes.” The City Manager and City Council will be considering, on Monday, the purchase of 
the Overton property and will be asking the LDFA to take this property from the city, due to 
the past success of the LDFA with similar situations and properties. VandenBosch noted 
that the resolution on page seven (7) is an agreement by the LDFA to purchase the Overton 
property from the city for the actual cost at which the city acquires the building. 
VandenBosch noted that staff has a demolition project planned and hopes this building 
could be down by the end of the summer; that project will be a request coming back to the 
Brownfield Authority.  
 
Dotson asked if this is a recommendation to Council. VandenBosch said staff put this 
proposal together; the LDFA will take ownership and work on demolition. There has been no 
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official recommendation. Bolt explained that the LDFA has to agree to take the property 
before the city can agree to buy it. 
 
Motion by Valentine, second by Dotson to approve the resolution presented: A Resolution to 
Acquire Tax Foreclosure Property from the City of South Haven.  
 
All in favor. Motion carried.  

 
9.   Moved by Motion to the top of the list of items to be considered.  
 
10.  General Comments 
 

VandenBosch: Pre-construction meeting will be held Wednesday for the Factory 
Condominium Health Club demolition project. 

 
11.  Adjourn 
 
 Motion by Gawreliuk, second by Schaffer to adjourn at 4:26 p.m. 
 
 All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 
 

 



 

 
 

Parks Commission 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Tuesday, June 9, 2015 
6:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 

                             City of South Haven 

 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Co-Chair Toneman at 6:00 p.m.   
 
2. Roll Call 

 
Present:  Cobbs, Moore, White, Toneman 
Absent:   Fitzgibbon, McAlear, Reinert 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by White, second by Moore to approve the June 9, 2015 regular meeting agenda as 
presented. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes for the Record – May 12, 2015 
 

Motion by White, second by Cobbs to approve the May 12, 2015 regular meeting minutes as 
written. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
5. Public Comments and Inquiries Concerning Items not on the Agenda 
 

There were none. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
6. Commission will be requested to review and approve the Conceptual Master Plan for 

the expansion of Black River Park onto the parcel formerly occupied by the Street and 
Water Departments at 665 Dunkley Ave. 

 
Halberstadt reviewed the background on this item, noting that he included in the packet an 
excerpt from the September 9, 2014 minutes and a copy of the Black River Park Master 
Plan that Cornelisse developed. The commission’s primary discussion when first presented 
was regarding the unmown grass areas and whether or not that would be a good idea. 
Some discussion ensued at the September 2014 meeting regarding including Celery Pond 
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Advocates. Halberstadt noted that staff did meet with the celery pond group; there was no 
formal commitment but Halberstadt feels the group is interested in partnering with the city on 
this. Pointed out the parking lot and fishing pier noting that the city has received a grant to 
develop that part. Halberstadt stated he is hoping to approve this plan by the Parks 
Commission so as we further develop this area we are moving in the direction you want to 
see it going. 
 
Moore wondered if the presented plan is set in stone. Halberstadt responded that this is a 
large area that the city street garage used to occupy and noted that the city has struggled 
over the years with what to do with this area. Staff requested Requests for Proposals (RFPs) 
from outside firms but did not receive anything solid. The city has come to the point of just 
leaving everything as open area; what we put in this open space is still up for discussion. 
Moore said that his observation is that most people that use this area are fisherman. 
Halberstadt agreed that the area does not get a lot of use right now because it is not in very 
nice condition.  
 
Toneman questioned the size of the fishing pier, noting that he recalled seeing a plan at one 
point that had a much longer fishing pier. Moore asked if there are plans for benches along 
the river. Halberstadt responded that those options are open, adding, “If you think certain 
amenities should be there we want to get that feedback from you.”  
 
Moore questioned how this area connects with the bike trail which Halberstadt noted that the 
bike trail runs along the roadway and the paved trail connects to that bike trail. “Then in the 
upper left (of the map provided in the packet) there is a bridge; staff is working on building a 
pedestrian bridge that would connect to the rest of Black River Park. This will also provide a 
connection to get people over to the restrooms.”  
 
Regarding the size of the fishing pier, Halberstadt explained that there is another plan that 
was developed for the purpose of a grant. That plan shows the dock running all along the 
shoreline. Halberstadt stated that he and another staff person have been working on the 
project which may have caused some confusion on the size of the dock and overall plan. 
 
Discussion ensued regarding Moore’s recollection of the Celery Pond Advocates having 
input into some of the planning for this area.  
 
Toneman commented that it is a waste to put twenty parking spots in an area where it 
appears there is a place for three people to fish. Halberstadt agreed that he thinks he needs 
to take this plan back to Cornelisse, along with the grant plan and see if the two plans can 
be combined into a final concept.  
 
Toneman wants to look at the size of the fishing pier while Moore would like to see 
additional benches placed along the river. The consensus from the commission is to look at 
the area again after the two plans are combined. 
 
Halberstadt pulled up a web site and said, “This is the image that was used to apply for the 
grant and the fishing pier goes pretty much all the way across.”  
 
The commission agreed that the fishing pier on the grant plan makes more sense with the 
size of the parking lot and would like to see more detail at the next meeting. 
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7. Commission will be requested to review the erection of number signs on the beach 
safety flag poles. 

 
Halberstadt stated the addition of number signs on the beach safety flag poles is a request 
which came from emergency dispatchers. On the south and north beach when they get an 
emergency call they are having a hard time locating where exactly on the beach the 
emergency is. These numbers could be used by dispatchers to direct emergency 
responders. Someone calling 911 could be asked to look for the beach safety flag pole 
closest to the incident being reported and tell the dispatcher the number on the pole. 
 
Moore asked how many flag poles there are and Halberstadt responded there are (fourteen) 
14 to sixteen (16) flag poles in place on the south and north beaches. Moore also pointed 
out that the numbering system could help families or groups determine a place to meet.  
 
Toneman asked for clarification that these signs are being request for the purpose of 
identifying where an emergency is occurring.  
 
Halberstadt pointed out that, as Moore suggested, the idea is to make the signs visible but 
unobtrusive.  
 
Toneman reiterated that the idea is when the dispatcher tells a caller there are signs with 
numbers then the caller can say something like the emergency is taking place by marker 
twelve (12); also people can use them while at the beach as a point of reference.  
 
Moore suggested there might be state regulations to consider. White and Cobbs agree with 
Toneman and Moore that it would be good as long as the signs are beach and family 
friendly.  
 
Halberstadt said we may get a couple of samples and put them out on the poles and see 
what is visible. Moore commented that a couple of considerations will be how to attach them 
to the poles and expense. Halberstadt gave an example of the cost of some street signs he 
recently ordered, which he felt were very reasonable.  
 
Toneman stated the board is in favor of staff getting some samples and taking a look, 
making sure the safety people are happy with the proposed signage.  

 
8. Commission will be requested to review and approve the Memorial Bench Master Plan 

for Monroe Boulevard, South of Clinton Street and for Riverfront Park. 
 

Halberstadt said at the last meeting we discussed putting together a master plan for 
benches, so the city mapping technician, who has also been acting as the memorial bench 
coordinator, has created some maps for the commissioners to review. Halberstadt noted on 
page twenty-six (26), that property is some the city has been trying to acquire and it cannot 
be included until we actually own that property. Halberstadt also pointed out the areas on 
page twenty-seven (27) and twenty-eight (28) indicating bench locations along Monroe 
Boulevard and Riverfront Park.  
 
Moore asked what happens when these spaces are used up. Halberstadt feels that staff 
could direct them to a different location.  
 



June 9, 2015 
Parks Commission 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 

4 

 

Moore asked if there is a time frame; are these benches here for one hundred (100) years or 
a limited time. Discussion ensued regarding other locations, such as parks, needing 
benches.  
 
Halberstadt said the gift policy states that donors are supposed to maintain their gift or 
provide funding for maintenance, however Halberstadt is not sure that this is being enforced. 
 
Moore and Toneman expressed concern regarding the ultimate dispensation of the benches 
once they need to be replaced or need major repair, noting that having an open-ended 
policy could cause a problem in the future when there are no more locations.  
 
On behalf of the commission, Toneman requested a follow up next month. 

 
9. Commission will be requested to review the donation of a Memorial Bench from Jinny 

Moceri. 
 

Halberstadt noted this is the second bench for the same person. Cobbs asked how many 
benches can be donated for the same person. Halberstadt stated there are no limits or rules 
at this point. Moore pointed out that there may need to be limitations. Discussion ensued 
regarding the idea of putting two plaques on one bench for the same person.  
 
Toneman related a story regarding additional plaques on a gravestone he observed. There 
was a headstone but there were also smaller plaques embedded in the ground to 
commemorate achievements or awards of the deceased.  
 
Discussion ensued after Moore noted the overlook across from St. Basil’s and some recent 
concerns. Halberstadt stated that the garden was donated by Joyce Thompson, in memory 
of her daughter, and that Thompson has maintained it.  

 
It was moved and seconded that this request not be accepted, due to this being a second 
bench for the same person, which could set a precedent. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried.  

 
10. Commissioner Comments 
 

Moore: questions about pickle ball request and status of the cemetery master plan. 
Halberstadt said the cemetery plan was approved and design work has not been started but 
budget has been set aside for the upcoming fiscal year. 
 
There were no other comments. 
 

11. Adjourn 
 

Motion by Moore, second by Cobbs to adjourn 6:47 p.m. 
 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
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Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 





 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

August 17, 2015 

 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item # 6 
Long Grass Ordinance 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider a motion to introduce an ordinance amendment for 
section 30-92 through 30-94 of the city’s Code of Ordinances to modify the regulation of 
grasses and weeds. 
 
At the August 3, 2015, special meeting of the City Council, the Council discussed proposed 
revisions to the city’s ordinance related to the regulation of long grass and weeds.  The City 
Council members discussed their desire to modify the ordinance to accomplish greater 
compliance by private property owners.  Further, the Council members discussed changes 
which would: A) increase the administrative fee associated with long grass regulation to 
$150.00 plus the fees associated with mowing the private lot, B) increasing the enforcement 
threshold for long grasses from 6” to 9”, C) expediting the enforcement process to require 
compliance within 5 business days from the receipt of the notice of abatement.   
 
The city’s staff has worked with the city’s attorney to prepare the draft ordinance amendment 
presented in tonight’s agenda.  Based on the guidance offered from the City Council, the draft 
ordinance amendment should accomplish the City Council’s goals for this amendment.  In 
summary, the ordinance amendment will allow property owners to have longer grass than 
previously allowed.  However, the ordinance amendment will require significantly higher 
enforcement fees and expedited enforcement of long grass and weeds on private property.   
 
There are several items in the draft ordinance amendment the City Council should note.  
Those items include: A) the duties imposed in this section extend to the portions of the abutting 
public right-of-way that would become part of the property if the right-of-way were vacated, 
except for any roadway paved for vehicular traffic; B) for parcels that are 3 acres or greater in 
size, responsible parties need only to cut grass 20’ from the property line on all sides to be in 
compliance; and C) the duty to cut grass under this article shall not apply to heavily forested 
area in which above-ground tree roots prevent grass from being cut with a lawnmower. 
 
Please note; the proposed ordinance amendment is written to take effect on January 1, 2016.  
The changes in this ordinance will not affect the city’s ongoing long grass and weeds 
enforcement for the remainder of the 2015 summer season.   

 
Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider a motion to introduce an ordinance amendment for section 
30-92 through 30-94 of the city’s Code of Ordinances to modify the regulation of grasses and 
weeds.   

 



 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

August 17, 2015 

Support Material: 
 
DRAFT Ordinance Amendment; Long Grass & Weed Enforcement 
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FCITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDINANCE NO._____ 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTIONS 30-92 THROUGH 30-94 OF THE CODE OF 

ORDINANCES FOR THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN TO REGULATE GRASSES AND WEEDS 
 

The City of South Haven Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1 
 
That Section 30-92 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of South Haven is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
 
 Sec. 30-92. Duty to cut grass and abate noxious or dangerous weeds. 
 

(a)   Except as otherwise provided in this section, all persons owning property in the 
city are responsible for cutting, destroying, and removing or causing to be cut, 
destroyed, or removed from the land all noxious and poisonous weeds growing 
thereon, as well as dead grass and brush thereon, to prevent such weeds from going 
to seed or blossom, as the case may be; to prevent grass from growing in excess of 
9 inches in height, except for dune grass; and preventing such dead grass and brush 
from becoming a fire hazard.   
 

(b)  The duties imposed in this section extend to the portions of the abutting public 
right-of-way that would become part of the property if the right-of-way were vacated, 
except for any roadway paved for vehicular traffic.  In addition, the responsible party 
shall cut or remove any dune grass growing in the right-of-way to the extent needed 
to comply with the clear-vision-corner requirements in section 1712 of the zoning 
ordinance. 
 

(c)  In addition to the property owner, the following individuals shall also be 
responsible parties subject to the duties imposed in this section: (i) a tenant or other 
person shall be a responsible party upon expressly assuming responsibility in a 
written contract with the property owner; (ii) the manager of a business on a property, 
meaning the person that exercises the most control over the day-to-day operations of 
the business. 
 

(d)       For parcels that are 3 acres or greater in size, responsible parties need only to 
cut grass 20’ from the property line on all sides to be in compliance with this article. 

(e)  The duty to cut grass under this article shall not apply to heavily forested areas in 
which above-ground tree roots prevent grass from being cut with a lawnmower.   
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SECTION 2 
 
That Section 30-93 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of South Haven is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
 
 Sec. 30-93. Notice of abatement. 
 

(a)   The code enforcement officer or his authorized agent is hereby empowered to 
notify in writing the responsible party for any lot within the city, to cut, destroy, and 
remove any tall grasses or noxious or poisonous weeds, or other noxious matter or 
miscellaneous debris present on the property or abutting right-of-way. 
 

(b)       Such notice of abatement shall include a statement of the consequences should 
the responsible party not comply with the notice of abatement. If the responsible 
party does not abate such conditions within five business days of the date of the 
notice, the city shall cut, remove, or destroy such noxious weeds or grasses (except 
dune grass) exceeding 9 inches in height, or remove any miscellaneous debris. 

 
(c)        A notice shall also be published annually in the local newspaper informing 

owners that the city shall cut, remove, or destroy any noxious weeds or grass 
exceeding 9 inches in height or remove any miscellaneous debris by the responsible 
party within 5 business days of the date of a notice of abatement issued under 
subsection (b).  
 

SECTION 3  
 
That Section 30-94 of the Code of Ordinances for the City of South Haven is hereby amended 
to read as follows: 
 

Sec. 30-94. Action upon noncompliance of responsible party. 
 

(a)       Should the responsible party fail to conform with the provisions of this article, it 
shall be the duty of the code enforcement officer or his designated agent to cause all 
of the noxious conditions, noxious and poisonous weeds and dead grass, brush and 
grass exceeding 9 inches in height, and miscellaneous debris to be cut, destroyed, 
removed, or towed from the land.  
 

(b)        The responsible party shall be liable for the costs of any work performed 
pursuant to this section by the city of the city’s designated contractor.  The amount of 
the fee shall be equal to the cost of performing the work, plus a fee of $150.00 to 
cover the costs incurred by the city in enforcing this ordinance.   
 

(c)  The city may bill the responsible party for the applicable fee.  The bill shall inform 
its recipient of the right to request a hearing before the director of public works (or, if 
the director of public works was involved in issuing the notice of abatement, the city 
manager), within 15 days of the issuance of the bill, to show cause as to why the 
recipient should not be held financially responsible for the cost of the work.  
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SECTION 4  
 
If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 5  
 
This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication as 
provided by law. 
 
SECTION 6  
 
This ordinance shall take effect on January 1, 2016. 
 
 
INTRODUCED by the City Council of the CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN on this ___ day 
of _______, 2015. 
 
ADOPTED by the City Council of the CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN on this ___ day of 
_________, 2015. 
 
 
 
             

Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Amanda Morgan, Clerk of the City of South Haven, Van Buren County, Michigan do hereby 
certify that the above Ordinance was adopted by the South Haven City Council on the ____ day 
of _________, 2015; and the same was published in a paper of general circulation in the City, 
being the South Haven Tribune, on the ___day of ________, 2015. 
 
 
 
 
             
       Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
GRAPIDS 57671-1 371602v4 



 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
  
From: Michelle Coffey, Special Events Coordinator 
 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
RE: Special Event 2015-24 – Rotary Pancake Breakfast  
 
Background Information 
 
The Rotary Club of South Haven will be using the Huron Street pavilion to host a pancake 
breakfast on September 6, 2015 from 6:30 am to 1:00 pm. Rotary is requesting permission to 
reserve 12 parking spaces under the pavilion immediately following the close of the Farmer’s 
Market on Saturday, September 5, 2015. These parking spaces would be available for public use 
following the pancake breakfast. 
 
Attachments 
 
Special Event 2015-24 Special Event Application 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 























 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
  
From: Michelle Coffey, Special Events Coordinator 
 
Date: August 5, 2015 
 
RE: Special Event 2015-25 – SHHS Homecoming Parade  
 
Background Information 
 
The South Haven High School is requesting to hold their annual Homecoming Parade on Friday, 
September 25, 2015 from 5:00 pm to 7:00 pm. The parade will include the marching band, choir, 
floats, community groups and walking participants. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Special Event 2015-25 Special Event Application 
Certificate of Insurance 
 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 















 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
  
From: Michelle Coffey, Special Events Coordinator 
 
Date: August 11, 2015 
 
RE: Special Event 2015-26, AVN Fundraiser 
 
Background Information 
 
Peggy Hunt would like to have a fundraiser for AVN, Avascular Necrosis, in Stanley Johnston 
Park on August 29th, 2015 form around 1:00 pm to 6:00 pm. This will be a family style event with 
acoustic music, yard games, guest speakers, barbeque, face painting, and more! 
 
Attachments 
 
Special Event 2015-26 Special Event Application 
 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 











August 10, 2015

TO: Brian Dissette

FR: Paul VandenBosch

RE: Overton Environmental and Demolition Project

The attached resolution would authorize contracts with environmental and demolition 
contractors to demolish the Overton building.

The work was split into a number of contracts, which were bid separately:

Overton Project Work Bidder Bid Amount

Demolition Eco Demolition 267,000.00

Asbestos Removal Dore & Associates 38,936.00

Hazardous Drum Removal Drug & Lab Disposal 2,178.00

Nonhazardous Drum 
Removal

Liquid Industrial Waste 
Service

2,170.00

Transformer Cleaning Terra Contracting 8,909.00

The total cost of the contracts is $319,193.56.

The source of funding is the Brownfield Local Site Remediation Revolving Fund, which has a 
balance of $586,365.  

If approved, environmental work would proceed in about two weeks.  Demolition work would 
begin in mid-September, with demolition completion in mid-November.  Final site restoration 
would be completed in December, with possible additional grass seeding in spring, 2016.

There is a dust control plan in place, which requires the contractor to direct a fine water spray 
on the source of demolition activities.  The site will be left in a condition that will prevent dust 
from being generated.  If high winds are evident, dust controls will be implemented.

Staff Recommendation

Approve the resolution authorizing contracts with the low bidders for the Overton 
Environmental and Demolition Project.
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-37 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING CONTRACTS FOR THE  

OVERTON ENVIRONMENTAL AND DEMOLITION PROJECT 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on August 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:            
 
ABSENT:            
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member       
 
and supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven desires to remove the dangerous building at the Overton 
site; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven has received a court order authorizing the City to demolish 
the dangerous building; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven is pursuing acquisition of the parcel through the tax 
foreclosure process; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven and the Local Development Finance Authority have agreed 
that the parcel will be transferred to the Local Development Finance Authority upon acquisition 
by the City of South Haven; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Brownfield Redevelopment Authority has authorized use of the Local Site 
Remediation Revolving Fund for the use of environmental clean up and demolition of the 
Overton Site; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the estimated expense of the work included in the bids presented in this resolution 
totals $319,193.56; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the Local Site Remediation Revolving Fund has a balance of $586,365.57, which is 
adequate to fund the proposed environmental and demolition work; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven has advertised seeking bid proposals for Overton 
environmental and demolition work and has opened sealed bids in accordance with its 
purchasing policy; and, 
 
WHEREAS, after review of the bids and checking references of the low bidders, the project 
professional has recommended the low bidder in each of the work areas to the City of South 
Haven. 
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NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of South Haven hereby 
authorizes contracts with the following bidders for the work items of the Overton Environmental 
and Demolition Project: 
 
 

Overton Project Work Bidder Bid Amount 

Demolition Eco Demolition 267,000.00

Asbestos Removal Dore & Associates 38,936.00

Hazardous Drum Removal Drug & Lab Disposal 2,178.00

Nonhazardous Drum Removal Liquid Industrial Waste Service 2,170.00

Transformer Cleaning Terra Contracting 8,909.00

 
 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 17th day of August 2015, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
 Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



August 7, 2015

Paul Vandenbosch, Assistant City Manager
City of South Haven
539 Phoenix Road
South Haven, MI 49090

Re: Bid Results for Overton Factory Demolition

Dear Paul,

On August 5th, 2015, at 2:30 p.m., bids were opened for work at the Overton Factory. Please refer to 
the attached bid tabulation form. Bids were received from seven contractors with bids ranging 
from $267,000 to over $594,000.

The low bidder was Eco Demolition from Holland, Michigan. You’ll also find attached references 
from Eco Demolition and their proposed dust-control plan for the project. 

We have not been able to contact all of the references on the list due to the short time frame from
bid opening – many of these contacts are on vacation this week. We did contact Daryl Bolt of the 
Kent Companies who completed a similar project with Eco Demolition a few years ago. We also 
contacted Pioneer Construction of Grand Rapids who has contracted Eco Demolition on several 
of their projects over the last two years. Both of these references highly recommended Eco 
Demolition. Both commented that they felt we would be happy with them on our team. Other 
comments included the work would be done in a timely and efficient manner with attention paid 
to important details such as dust control and maintaining a secure and clean site during the course
of the demolition.  

Having worked with Pioneer Construction in recent years, we regard their opinion greatly and 
therefore we are very comfortable in recommending the City award a contract to Eco Demolition 
for the Overton Factory.

Please don’t hesitate to contact me should you have any questions or concerns.

Sincerely,

Jeffrey M. Saylor, AIA/LEED AP
Architect

Cc: Tony McGhee, Abonmarche



  95 West Main Street
P.O. Box 1088

Benton Harbor, MI 49023
T 269.927.2295
F 269.927.1017

www.abonmarche.com

file:///P:/_Management/Overton/2015-08-07 Demo Bid Tab/15-0521 Bid Opening Tab.xlsx
08/10/2015
Page 1 of 1

Owner: City of South Haven
Project Name: Overton Factory Demolition
Project Number: 14-0521
Date and Time: August 5, 2015 at 2:30 p.m.

Bid Opening Tabulation
CONTRACTOR LOCATION BASE BID ADD. #1 ADD. #2 UNIT PRICES FORM

Melching, Inc. Nunica, MI $298,800.00 Y Y Y − $50.00 $30.00 Y Y

Specialized Demolition, Inc. Hamilton, MI $335,000.00 Y Y Y − $47.50 $25.00 Y Y

Eco Demolition, Inc. Holland, MI $267,000.00 Y Y Y − $5.00 $50.00 Y Y

Bierlein Co., Inc. Midland, MI $487,978.00 Y Y Y − $39.00 $19.00 Y Y

E.T. McKenzie Co. Grand Ledge, MI $568,690.00 Y Y Y − $55.00 $30.00 Y Y

S.C. Environmental Services Lansing, MI $283,741.00 Y Y Y − $75.00 $15.00 Y Y

Dore & Associates Bay City, MI $594,400.00 Y Y Y − $100.00 $100.00 Y Y

BID 
BOND

VOLUNTARY 
ALTERNATES

NON-
COLLUSION 
AFFIDAVIT

NON-
ASBESTOS 
AFFIDAVIT



ECO DEMOLITION, INC
REFERENCES

Fairmount Minerals (Construction Aggregates Corp of MI)
PO box 400 
Bridgman MI 49106 
Job Site: 18153 N Shore Dr, Spring Lake, MI  49456
Project Description: Decommission Sand Mine, Demolition and Removal of underground Tunnels, Pipe 
and 5 buildings, removal of concrete walls, wash plant base, truck and boat loading and unloading areas, 
set down 2 conveyers for owner.
Contract $366,800
Contact:
Bob Ledyard, Regional Manager 
269-208-3473 cell
Bob.Ledyard@fmsand.com

Roy Closs III, Site Manger
616-638-7830 cell
roy.closs@fairmountminerals.com

Kent Companies
130  60th Street, SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49548
Job Site: Bradford White, 200 Lafayette St., Middleville, MI 49333
Project Description: Demolition and removal of 133.000 sq ft center plant.
Contract : $301,500 and $90,000.00 in Salvage
Contact: 
Darryl  Bolt
616-437-3711 cell

Charles Construction
811 E Bigelow Ave
Findlay, OH  45840
Job Site: Argyle Apartments, 526 S Main ST, Findlay, OH  45840
Project Description: Asbestos Abatement and Demolition & removal of 4 story, 90,000.00 sqft burned 
apartment buildings and store fronts in downtown Findley, OH
Contract $360,000
Contact:
Joshua Huffman, Vice President, Operations
419-423-5090 ext 114
Josh.huffman@charlesinc.com

Hardy Hartzell, Director, Business Development
419-423-5090
hardyhartzell@charlesinc.com

mailto:Bob.Ledyard@fmsand.com
mailto:hardyhartzell@charlesinc.com
mailto:Josh.huffman@charlesinc.com
mailto:roy.closs@fairmountminerals.com


Brewer’s City Dock
24 Pine Ave
Holland, MI  49423
Job Site: Same address
Job Description: Demolition and removal of cement plant
Contract: $25,000
Contact:
Phil Brewer
616-437-1100 cell
phil@brewerscitydock.com

Niagara Worldwide/Niagara Development
1101 Mill St
Niagara, WI  54151
Job Site:White Pine Copper, 29639 Willow Rd, White Pine, MI & Niagara Worldwide, 1101 Mill St, 
Niagara, WI
Project Description: Demolition of former copper mill.
Contract $162,000
Contact: 
Burdett Wilber
314-616-8422 cell

Pioneer Construction
550 Kirtland Street, SW
Grand Rapids, MI 49507
Contact: 
Larry Huebner, VP of Field Operations
616-247-6966 
larry@pioneerinc.com

mailto:phil@brewerscitydock.com


DUST CONTROL
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August 6, 2015
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1. INTRODUCTION

This Dust Control and Air Monitoring Plan has been prepared to address the control of fugitive 
and airborne dust emissions from the Overton Factory Building Demolition Site (the Site) 
located at 229 Elkenburg Street, South Haven, MI 49090 . This Plan complies with the 
regulations for controlling fugitive dust emissions. The primary objective of this plan is to 
formulate a strategy for controlling, to the greatest extent practicable, fugitive or airborne dust 
emissions at the Site. This will be accomplished by identifying specific sources and activities that
have the highest potential to produce or generate fugitive or airborne dust emissions. This plan 
describes the engineering controls necessary to minimize and control dust emissions from those 
sources and activities. As necessary, the scope of this plan will be revised to reflect changes in 
dust control strategy as site conditions or activities may change in the future.

As a precautionary and control measure for this project, this Dust Control Plan will be used as a
standard operating procedure. This plan will be used:

 • To eliminate origins of dust from the site;
 • To identify potential dust migration pathways;
 • To monitor for dust produced by site activities; and
 • To implement corrective actions as the need arises.

The plan is prepared and submitted with the understanding that it can be modified to 
accommodate actual site conditions as they arise. This plan will be implemented in conjunction 
with the project Site Health and Safety Plan.

2. SITE DESCRIPTION

The former factory building is mostly brick exterior with metal siding and wood framed interior 
with wood and steel joists
 
The Scope of Work Consists of the following
        • Demolition and Removal of Building
        • Remove all ballasts and florescent bulbs
        • Removal of aprox 40,000sqft tar and roof shingles around roof perimeter
        • Backfill with clean soil and topsoil site
        • Hydroseed Site

3. POTENTIAL FUGITIVE DUST SOURCES

The following project work areas/tasks have been identified as potential sources of
fugitive dust emissions. At a minimum, dust control techniques will be employed in:

   • Direct areas of demolition activity
      • Perimeter of area where demolition activities are taking place 
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4. DUST CONTROL AND MITIGATION PROCEDURES

The following methods will be used to prevent conditions conducive to dust generation and
suppress dust should it occur.

 • ECO Demolition, Inc. will utilize a fire hose with a nozzle attached to a local hydrant with  
a back flow meter preventer and certified meter
 • We will direct a localized fine water spray to the source of demolition activities, as 

required, thereby reducing airborne dust particles
        • To minimize the run-off of water, the water supply will be used only when necessary
        • During non-working hours, the Site will be left in a condition that will prevent dust from
          being generated. At the end of each work day, disturbed areas will be wetted down

5. BEST MANAGEMENT PRACTICES

The following Best Management Practices (BMPs) will also be followed to help minimize and
control dust emissions at the Site to the greatest extent possible:

Roads—All onsite traffic will be restricted to specific designated roads. Off-road travel will only
be authorized on a case-by-case basis (e.g., access to a remote monitoring well, etc.). Traffic 
speed will also be restricted to an appropriate level on all designated roads. All designated roads 
will be considered as high potential dust source areas, and as such, will be a priority for dust 
controls utilizing water.

Hours of Operation—This Plan will be in effect during all hours of operation at the Site. 
During non-business hours, there will be no activities generating dust; therefore, dust control 
actions will
be restricted to hours of operation only. However, as a best management practice, if high winds 
are evident at the close of a business day (or immediately prior to a weekend, holiday, etc.), site
personnel should evaluate vulnerable areas and implement controls, as appropriate, to minimize
off-hours emissions.
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14-0521 / Overton Factory
Demolition

00 0120 - 1 PROJECT SCHEDULE

SECTION 00 0120

PROJECT SCHEDULE

THIS PROJECT SCHEDULE PERTAINS TO THE OVERTON FACTORY DEMOLITION PROJECT, 229
ELKENBURG STREET, SOUTH HAVEN, MI  49090.

PLANS OUT FOR BID:  JULY 20, 2015.

MANDATORY PRE-BID CONFERENCE: JULY 23, 2015 AT 1:00 P.M. MEET AT THE SITE.  HARD
HATS ARE REQUIRED FOR THIS TOUR.

BID DUE DATE: AUGUST 5, 2015, AT 2:30 P.M. LOCAL MICHIGAN TIME. ALL BIDS SHALL BE
ADDRESSED TO THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, 539 PHOENIX STREET, SOUTH HAVEN, MI  49090.
BIDS SHALL BE SEALED AND SHALL HAVE THE NAME AND ADDRESS OF THE BIDDER AND THE
CONTRACT FOR WHICH THE BID IS BEING SUBMITTED ON THE OUTSIDE OF THE ENVELOPE.

CITY COUNCIL TO AWARD CONTRACT:  AUGUST 17, 2015.

START DEMOLITION: SEPTEMBER 21, 2015.

COMPLETE DEMOLITION:  NOVEMBER 13, 2015.

SITE RESTORATION (EXCEPT FOR SEEDING):  DECEMBER 11, 2015.

FINAL COMPLETION (SEEDING): APRIL 15, 2106

END OF PROJECT SCHEDULE















City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

June 15, 2015 

 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item # 9 

LWCF Grant Fishing Pier 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider the approval of Resolution 2015-38, a resolution 
approving an agreement with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to 
receive a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Development grant in the amount of 
$78,100. 
 
This project is a new development of a 1.5-acre expansion of Black River Park that will 
increase the park’s size and amenities to include a fishing access point, and will further 
increase access and accessibility to the Black River. As part of the project, the riverbank will 
be stabilized with a stonework installation and an incorporated fishing platform, which, with 
the addition of graded landscaping and a free parking lot with 9 spaces, will make this site a 
universally accessible fishing spot. The total project cost is $156,200. 
 
The LWCF program is a federal program administered by the United States Department of 
Interior’s National Park Service (NPS) and implemented by the Michigan Department of 
Natural Resources (MDNR). It provides funds to the states for both state and local outdoor 
recreation projects. Final grant recommendations for this program are made by the MDNR 
Director and provided to the NPS for approval.  
 

 
Recommendation: 
 

Staff recommends the City Council consider approval of Resolution 2015-38, a resolution 
approving an agreement with the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) to 
receive a Land and Water Conservation Fund (LWCF) Development grant in the amount of 
$78,100. 
 

Support Material: 
Resolution 2015-38 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-38 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN AGREEMENT WITH THE MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF 

NATURAL RESOURCES TO RECEIVE A LAND AND WATER CONSERVATION 
DEVELOPMENT GRANT FOR FISHING PIER AT BLACK RIVER PARK 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of t 
he City of South Haven, Van Buren and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 
Phoenix Street, South Haven, Michigan 49090 on August 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:  
 
ABSENT:            
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member ___________ and 
supported by Member ______________. 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council believes the expansion of Black River Park through the project 
titled “Fishing Platform and Bank Stabilization Project” would not only increase public access, 
but universal accessibility to the Black River; and 
 
WHEREAS, more recreational opportunities would be of great benefit for the City’s year-round 
and seasonal residents and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, increased public access for residents and tourists to the City’s waterways is one of 
the City’s most important goals; and 
 
WHEREAS, the improvement project will incorporate the addition of graded landscaping and a 
public parking lot with 9 spaces; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City has made a financial commitment to the project in the amount of $78,100, 
in cash and/or force account; and 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that the City Council hereby approves an agreement with the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources Land to receive a Water Conservation Fund 
Development grant in the amount of $78,100, and further resolves to make its financial 
obligation amount of $78,100 (50%) of a total $156,200 project cost, during the 2015-2016 fiscal 
year. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas: 
  
 Nays:  
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RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 17th day of August, 2015, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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Agenda Item 10 

Golf Cart Local Operation Consideration 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider a series of approvals which would allow for the 
seasonal operation of golf carts on public streets. 
 
On Friday, July 31, 2015, the city received a formal citizen’s request for the city to permit the 
continued operation of private golf carts on city streets.  The request was made after the 
citizen had completed the purchase of what was intended to be a “street legal” golf cart.  The 
cart was reviewed, inspected, and approved by the South Haven Police Department.  When 
the golf cart’s owner attempted to secure registration for the cart from the Michigan Secretary 
of State’s office, the owner was informed that the State of Michigan was no longer allowing 
privately owned golf carts to be registered for on street usage, but local units of government 
could grant the golf cart allowance. 
 
The city’s attorney has found that Section 657a of the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCL 257.1 et 
seq., (“MVC”), authorizes a city with a population of fewer than 30,000 to allow, by resolution, 
operation of golf carts on its streets.   
 
This statute imposes restrictions on the operation of golf carts within a city, including the 
following: 
 
1) Operators must be at least 16 years of age and have a valid driver’s license. 
2) Operators must comply with signal requirements set forth in MCL 257.648 (i.e. using hand 
signals to signal a turn, etc.). 
3) Golf carts must be driven as close to the right side of the roadway as practicable, with a 
maximum speed limit is 15 mph. 
4) Golf carts may not be operated from 1/2 hour before sunset to 1/2 hour after sunrise.  
5) Golf carts may not be operated on pedestrian sidewalks or on state line trunk highways 
(except to cross highways).   
 
Should the City Council wish to permit the usage of golf carts on local streets, a practical 
approach would be through the (i) adoption of the entire MVC by reference, enabling the city 
to (ii) authorize the operation of golf carts in the city by adopting a resolution.   If the City 
Council does adopt a resolution authorizing the use of golf carts on its streets, the city may 
also wish to amend its parking regulations to require golf carts to be properly parked.   
 
The city’s attorney has prepared draft ordinances and a resolution for the City Council’s 
consideration.  The first ordinance would amend Chapter 82 of the City Code to adopt the 
MVC by reference, as well as to refine the city’s previous adoption of the Uniform Traffic Code.  
The proposed DRAFT resolution would allow operation of the golf cars in accordance with the 
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with the restrictions set forth in MCL 257.657a, but only during a seasonal period beginning 
April 15 and ending October 15 (as obvious weather conditions may make operation of the 
golf carts impractical and dangerous outside of this period).  The resolution also includes a 
sunset provision, that the resolution will no longer be effective after one year, unless 
readopted by the City Council, allowing the city to easily discontinue the operation of golf 
carts.  The second ordinance also amends Chapter 82 of the City Code, to make the city’s 
parking regulations applicable to golf carts.  
 
As noted in the city attorney’s correspondence, the City of Ludington has recently adopted 
an ordinance which mirrors the language of the state statute allowing golf carts on city 
streets and contains a sunset provision.  While Ludington has elected to authorize this use 
by ordinance, the attorney’s recommendation is that the city adopt the MVC and then 
subsequently adopt a resolution allowing the operation of golf carts, as the language of MCL 
257.657a implies that such action should be taken by resolution.   

 
Recommendation: 
 

Should the City Council wish to allow for the seasonal usage of golf carts on city streets, the 
following actions should occur: 
 

A. The City Council should discuss the proposed resolution allowing the operation of 
golf carts on city streets.  No formal action can occur on this resolution at tonight’s 
meeting. 

B. The City Council should consider a motion to introduce an ordinance to amend 
Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 82-26, 82-27, and 8-28 of the Code of Ordinances 
and adopt the Michigan Vehicle Code. 

C. The City Council should consider a motion to introduce an ordinance to amend 
Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 82-55 of the Code of Ordinances, regulating parking 
of golf carts. 

 
Support Material: 
 

City Attorney Correspondence 
DRAFT Resolution 2015-40 
Ordinance Amendment to adopt MVC 
Ordinance Amendment to adopt golf cart parking regulation 
Citizen Request; Golf Cart Allowance 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-40 

 
A RESOLUTION TO ALLOW THE OPERATION OF GOLF CARTS ON CITY STREETS 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, Michigan 
49090 on _____________, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:  ________________________________________    
 
ABSENT:  _____________        
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member  _____   and 
supported by Member   . 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven (the “City”) has adopted the Michigan Vehicle Code, Act No. 
300 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1949, as amended, MCL 257.1 et seq. (the “Vehicle Code”).   
 
WHEREAS, Section 675a of the Vehicle Code authorizes cities with a population of fewer than 
30,000 individuals, based on the 2010 decennial census, to allow the operation of golf carts on 
city streets by resolution.  
 
WHEREAS, the City has a population of fewer than 30,000 individuals based on the 2010 
decennial census.  
 
WHEREAS, the City desires to permit the operation of golf carts on its streets in accordance with 
the provisions of MCL 257.657a, during the time period from April 15 to October 15 for any year 
that this resolution shall be in effect. 
 
NOW, IT IS THEREFORE RESOLVED THAT: 
 

1. Pursuant to MCL 257.657a, the City shall allow the operation of golf carts on city streets 
in accordance with the provisions of MCL. 257.657a, during the time period from April 15 
to October 15 for any year that this resolution shall be in effect.  
 

2. This resolution shall no longer be in effect after December 31, 2016, unless reauthorized 
by the City Council. 
 

3. All resolutions and parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this resolution, 
rescinded. 

 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:  ______________________________________     
 
 Nays:             
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RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City 
Council at a meeting held on August 17, 2015, at which meeting a quorum was present, and that 
this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 82, ARTICLE II, SECTIONS 82-26, 82-27, 
and 82-28 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN 
REGARDING THE UNIFORM TRAFFIC CODE AND THE MICHIGAN VEHICLE 
CODE.  

The City of South Haven Ordains: 

Section 1.  Amendment.  Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 82-26, 82-27, and 82-28 of the Code of 
Ordinances, City of South Haven, Michigan, are amended to read as follows: 

Article II.  UNIFORM TRAFFIC CODE AND MICHIGAN VEHICLE CODE 

Sec.  82-26. Uniform Traffic Code Adopted. 

(a) The Uniform Traffic Code for Cities, Townships, and Villages as promulgated by the Director of 
the Michigan Department of State Police pursuant to the Administrative Procedures Act of 
1969,1969 PA 306, MCL 24.201 et seq., and made effective October 30, 2002 (the “Traffic 
Code”), as may subsequently be amended, is adopted by reference, as if fully set forth herein.   

(b) References in the Traffic Code.  References in the Traffic Code for to a “governmental unit” shall 
mean the City of South Haven. 

(c) Copies of the Traffic Code shall be retained at the office of the City Clerk and be available to the 
public for inspection. 

(d) Enforcement. The Traffic Code may be enforced by any public safety officer or other employee of 
the city authorized to enforce criminal ordinances or authorized to issue civil infractions.  

(e) Penalties. The penalties provided by the Traffic Code are adopted by reference, provided, 
however, that the City may not enforce any provision of the Traffic Code for which the maximum 
period of imprisonment is greater than 93 days. 

(f) Costs. When any person is found guilty of a misdemeanor or responsible for a civil infraction 
pursuant to this section, the judge or magistrate shall summarily determine and tax the costs of 
the action which shall include all expenses, direct and indirect, to which the City has been put in 
connection with the violation or infraction up to the entry of judgment. 

Sec.  82-27. Michigan Vehicle Code Adopted. 

(a) Pursuant to the provisions of the Home Rule Cities Act, Act No. 279 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan of 1909, as amended, MCL 117.1 et seq., the Michigan Vehicle Code, Act No. 300 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan of 1949, as amended, MCL 257.1 et seq., (the “Vehicle Code”) as 
may subsequently be amended, is adopted by reference, as if fully set forth herein. 

(b) References in the Vehicle Code.  References in the Vehicle Code to a “governmental unit” shall 
mean the City of South Haven. 

(c) Copies of the Vehicle Code shall be retained at the office of the City Clerk and be available to the 
public for inspection. 

(d) Enforcement. The Vehicle Code may be enforced by any public safety officer or other employee 
of the City authorized to enforce criminal ordinances or authorized to issue civil infractions.  

(e) Penalties. The penalties provided by the Vehicle Code are adopted by reference, provided, 
however, that the City may not enforce any provision of the Vehicle Code for which the maximum 
period of imprisonment is greater than 93 days. 

Sec.  82-28. Reserved. 

 



 

2 
 

Section 2. Publication and Effective Date.  The City Clerk shall cause a notice of adoption of this 
ordinance to be published.  This ordinance shall take effect 10 days after its adoption or upon publication 
of the notice of adoption, whichever occurs later. 

YEAS:              

NAYS:              

ABSTAIN:             

ABSENT:             

CERTIFICATION 
 
This true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____ was declared adopted at a Regular Meeting of the 
South Haven City Council held on ____________, 2015. 

 
       
Robert Burr, Mayor 
 
 
       
Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
 

Introduced:     , 2015 
Adopted:    , 2015 
Published:    , 2015 
Effective:    , 2015 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN COUNTY, MICHIGAN 

ORDINANCE NO. ______ 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHAPTER 82, ARTICLE III, DIVISION 1, SECTION 82-
55 OF THE CODE OF ORDINANCES, CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN 
REGARDING PARKING, STOPPING, AND STANDING  

The City of South Haven Ordains: 

Section 1.  Amendment.  Chapter 82, Article III, Division 1, Section 82-55 of the Code of Ordinances, City 
of South Haven, Michigan, is amended to read as follows: 

Sec.  82-55. REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO GOLF CARTS.   

The parking, stopping, and standing regulations provided in this Chapter, including those in the 
Uniform Traffic Code and the Michigan Vehicle Code, adopted by reference in this Chapter, shall 
also apply to golf carts operated in the City during periods allowed by resolution of the City 
Council, as if they are motor vehicles under such provisions.  

Section 2. Publication and Effective Date.  The City Clerk shall cause a notice of adoption of this 
ordinance to be published.  This ordinance shall take effect 10 days after its adoption or upon publication 
of the notice of adoption, whichever occurs later. 

YEAS:              

NAYS:              

ABSTAIN:             

ABSENT:             

CERTIFICATION 
 
This true and complete copy of Ordinance No. ____ was declared adopted at a Regular Meeting of the 
South Haven City Council held on ____________, 2015. 

 
       
Robert Burr, Mayor 
 
 
       
Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
 

Introduced: ___   , 2015 
Adopted: ____   , 2015 
Published: ____   , 2015 
Effective: ____   , 2015 
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Brian,                                                                                                                                                                                 
                                                                                                                                             Friday, July 31, 2015 
 
 
 
Please consider this a formal request for an ordinance to legally ride golf carts in the City of South 
Haven.  In the very most recent change unannounced by the Secretary of State to not register or license 
a golf cart has made it awkward and now in limbo for those of us that have purchased golf carts under 
the direction from the Secretary of State and local South Haven Police dept.  We did exactly what the 
S.O.S. asked us to do by having insurance and then having the South Haven P.D. check off our golf cart 
for all the safety i.e.;  turn signals, lights, seat belts, windshield, horn etc.  In an effort to follow all the 
rules we got left in the dark from the S.O.S.  After getting some information from Tonya Schuitmaker on 
PA491 we finally got the ball moving in the right direction.  Chief Tom Martin, Deputy Chief Natalie 
Thompson and City Attorney Mark Manning have all been very helpful and all have told me that they 
would be in favor of golf carts in South Haven as long as we can get it done correctly and legally.  Golf 
carts in South Haven have been and will still be a very safe mode of transportation for pedestrians and 
all involved.  Please note in accordance to the M.C.L.A. 324.81131 law that references golf carts in Cities 
such as South Haven, MI.  Summer is nearing the end and your attention to this matter would be greatly 
appreciated as soon as possible.  I understand that there is a City Council meeting this coming Monday 
and if you need anything else from me please let me know.  If not this Monday, please consider us for 
the next City Council meeting in two weeks.  This was completely out of our control and we would 
greatly appreciate getting this done.  Thanks again to Natalie, Mark & Tom for your help and 
guidance.  You all have been very kind. 
 
Thank you for your help Brian, 
 
 
 
Rob Keorkunian. 
 

 
Robert J. Keorkunian, FICF, LUTCF, CLF 
Regional Director 

2700 Sprinkle Rd 

Kalamazoo, MI 49001 

Ph: 269-385-2700 

 

Please note any trading instructions left via email will not be exeuted. To place an immediate 

trade, please call the MWAFS trading desk at 866-790-7092 between the hours of 8:30 AM and 

3:00 PM, Central Standard Time. 
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“Integrity, Respect, and Loyalty” 

South Haven Police Department 
 

Memorandum 
 
 
To:  City Manager Dissette 
 
From:  Chief Martin 
 
In Re:   Golf Carts in South Haven 
 
Date:    August 12, 2015 
 
Recently officers from the South Haven Police Department were approached by 
a citizen requesting an inspection that would allow the individual to legally 
register and plate a golf cart to be used on the public roadway.  At that time the 
citizen was advised that the Michigan Department of State will no longer process 
Assembled vehicle title applications for vehicles manufactured as a GOLF 
CART.  These vehicles fail the test for an assembled vehicle designation for two 
primary reasons; they are not built from new or used parts by someone other 
than a manufacturer, and they are not altered or modified to the extent that it no 
longer reflects its original manufacturer configuration and for this reason no 
inspection could take place and that the golf cart could not be licensed to operate 
on a public roadway within the city of South Haven. 
 
Although some golf carts have operated (both registered and unregistered) in the 
city in the past, no aggressive enforcement action has been pursued unless they 
posed a significant safety hazard.  Officers have instead used occasions to stop 
the vehicles and educate the operators as to the legal aspects of their operation.   
 
Due to the recent change in the Secretary of State’s licensing rules no golf carts 
will be licensed in the future.  Golf carts that are currently titled and plated for on-
road use will retain their current title and plate.  Having said that The City may 
adopt an ordinance that allows operation on certain streets with some 
restrictions.  (Please see attached) 
 
Being a tourist town with a substantial number of seasonal residents it is 
reasonable that some of our residents would relish the legalization of golf carts 
within the city.  Currently we allow restricted use of snowmobiles within the city, 
have designated bicycle lanes, some O.R.V.s are legally operated on city streets 
and there have minimal problems with this arrangements.   
 



 

“Integrity, Respect, and Loyalty” 

Most golf carts have a slow maximum speed and can be equipped with lights and 
other safety equipment.  If the city is to allow for golf carts to be operated on the 
streets legally I would recommend specific designated routes, restrict the hours 
of operation and assure that the operator is a licensed driver.  A properly crafted 
ordinance the use of golf carts should cause little impact on traffic patterns or 
flow within the city. 
 
Please let me know if you desire any further information or research on this topic.      
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Agenda Item 11 

Lake Michigan Trails Network 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 
The City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2015-39, a resolution of support 
for the Lake Michigan Trails Network. 
 
The Lake Michigan Trails Network is a group that is working to promote Lake Michigan as a world-
class recreational touring destination for biking, driving, hiking and paddling. One lake, four states, 
and a travel destination that connects people to adventure and exploration on multiple types of 
trail systems allowing continuous recreational travel around Lake Michigan, at or near the shore 
in the shoreline states of Michigan, Indiana, Illinois, and Wisconsin.  Lake Michigan has over 
1,600 miles of shoreline and over 22 million people live within a two-hour drive. Lake Michigan 
can have a very unique trail experience and have a significant economic impact. 
 
The idea of a four-state, multi-modal trail emerged in 2012 at a conference in Saugatuck, 
Michigan.  Conference participants envisioned expanding the original Lake Michigan Circle Tour 
scenic byway to include paddling, bicycling, and hiking trails to encourage people to play more 
and stay longer on our shores.  A four-state planning group was formed – The Lake Michigan 
Trails Network.  The network provides a mechanism for coordinated planning, marketing, and 
communication between state members.  They conduct regular conference calls and an annual 
face-to-face meeting with the goal of implementing continuous recreational trails around Lake 
Michigan.  
 
By signing the Resolution of Support, the City would become part of the Lake Michigan Trails 
Network and as a supporter, would be kept informed on progress. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
The City Council should consider a motion to approve Resolution 2015-39, a resolution which 
offers support for the Lake Michigan Trails Network. 
 
Support Material: 
 
Resolution 2015-39, a Resolution supporting the Lake Michigan Trails Network. 
Statement of Support 
Mission & Goals Statement 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-39 

 
A RESOLUTION SUPPORTING LAKE MICHIGAN TRAILS NETWORK 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, Michigan 
49090 on August 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:  ________________________________________    
 
ABSENT:  _____________        
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member  _____   and 
supported by Member   . 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven is committed to the “Lake Michigan Trails Network,” a 
partnership of advocates and stake holders developing and promoting water, biking, hiking, and 
automobile routes and trails around Lake Michigan while enhancing environmental, economic, 
and health benefits for residents and visitors; and 
 
WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” fosters partnerships between planners, trailer 
managers and users, landowners, business owners, tourism agencies, government agencies and 
advocacy groups in all four shoreline states to plan and build trails and amenities, and share 
knowledge, successes, methods and challenges, to aid the development of projects; and  
 
WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” recommends linking trails together, gaining 
cooperation to encourage regional cooperation, and create a partnership that will provide 
transportation, recreation and community benefits aimed at enhancing the quality of life; and 
 
WHEREAS, many communities, agencies, and trail advocates in the region have taken a lead in 
planning and/or building local trails, and those efforts can be greatly enhanced by being 
connected to the larger Lake Michigan Trails with a strong brand marketed to encourage tourism; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, trails are freely accessible community assets offering opportunities for transportation, 
recreation and exercise to everyone and provide safe places for people to experience a sense of 
community and create stronger social and family ties; and 
 
WHEREAS, trails have significant impact on the health and economic viability of the region 
through encouraging active lifestyles, increased tourism revenue, enhanced property values, as 
well as enhanced ability to attract and retain businesses to the region due to improved quality of 
life; and 
 
WHEREAS, the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” provides the foundation for a long-term strategy 
that will continue to grow and to provide invaluable resources for future generations; and 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of South Haven is committed to the 
promotion and continued development of the “Lake Michigan Trails Network” and in concept to 
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working with neighboring communities to plan, design, build and maintain a system of trails that 
will connect our communities, people and special regional points of interest for years to come. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:  ______________________________________     
 
 Nays:             
 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 

 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the City 
Council at a meeting held on August 17, 2015, at which meeting a quorum was present, and that 
this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said meeting was given 
pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of the Public Acts of 
Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
 

 



Wi  

  

Lake   M ich igan   Tra i l s   Ne twork  
 
 
 
March, 2015 
 
Dear Friend of the Lake Michigan Trails Network: 
 
Lake Michigan is a world-class recreational touring destination. The four states surrounding Lake 
Michigan offer the only place in the world to paddle, bike, hike, camp, and sail on 1,600 miles of 
freshwater shoreline, with a broad diversity of people, communities, beaches, forests, bluffs and 
cultural attractions. More than 22 million people live within a two-hour drive of Lake Michigan, yet 
we’re still working to connect and complete a full circle of trails and provide trail links and amenities 
for people who want to get out on and around the lake using the mode of their choice. 
 
The idea of a four-state, multi-modal trail emerged in 2012 at a conference in Saugatuck, Michigan.   
Conference participants envisioned expanding the original Lake Michigan Circle Tour scenic byway 
to include paddling, bicycling and hiking trails to encourage people to play more and stay longer on 
our shores.  A four-state planning group was formed--The Lake Michigan Trails Network.  
 
The network provides a mechanism for coordinated planning, marketing and communication between 
state members.  We conduct regular conference calls and an annual face-to-face meeting with the 
goal of implementing continuous recreational trails around Lake Michigan.   
 
By signing the Resolution of Support, you become part the Lake Michigan Trails Network.  You will 
be kept informed on progress and added as a supporter.  If you are a local recreation, tourism, or 
economic development professional; trail user, trail group, a federal, state, regional, or county 
representative, or just a Lake Michigan fan, you should be part of this significant project! 
 
Will you add your name or your organization’s name to the rapidly growing list of supporters of this 
multi-modal trail of unprecedented scale that will connect people to urban, suburban and natural 
environments by signing and returning the attached resolution?   
 
Lake Michigan Trails Network state representatives, 
 
Laura Barghusen               Christine Livingston, Indiana 
Openlands, Illinois    Indiana Dunes Tourism 
 
Nancy Krupiarz, Michigan   Angela Pierce, Wisconsin 
Michigan Trails and Greenways Alliance Bay-Lake Regional Planning Commission 



 
 

Lake Michigan Trails Network 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mission: 
 
The Lake Michigan Trails Network facilitates communication, coordination, and synergy 
among engaged advocates and stakeholders seeking to develop multi-modal (water, bike, 
hike, and automobile) routes and trails around Lake Michigan while promoting 
environmental, economic, and health benefits to residents and visitors from around the 
country and the world. 
 
 
Goals: 
 
Foster partnerships between planners, trail managers, landowners, tourism, and advocacy 
groups in all four shoreline states. 
 
Provide a communication forum for circle route/trail development efforts to identify 
opportunities to share knowledge, successes, methods and challenges to aid those 
development projects. 
 
Foster state, local and regional partnerships to plan and build recreation facilities supporting 
these routes/trails. 
 
Brand the trail systems through the concept of a "One Lake, Four States, All-American" 
experience and encourage tourism and recreation marketing of all travel modes around 
Lake Michigan that recognize the existence and development of circle routes/trails. 
 
 



August 4, 2015 
 
TO: Brian Dissette 
 
FR: Paul VandenBosch 
 
RE: Fish Cleaning Station Grant Application 
 
 
Staff is seeking City Council approval to submit a grant application for a Fish Cleaning Station 
at Black River Park. 
 
The proposed site is located on the gravel parking lot outside of the boat launch gate at Black 
River Park. 
 
The grant request is for $244,163.97, which is 50% of the project cost of $488,327.95. 
 
The project description is as follows: 
 
In order to support and improve shore based fishing access, South Haven will submit a 2015 
Access to the Great Lakes Fishery grant application for 50% funding of a no-fee, modern, ADA 
fish cleaning station with ADA public restrooms, a paved drive up/drop off unloading drive with 
sidewalks, and handicap parking in Black River Park to facilitate cleaning for all ages and 
mobility levels of anglers. 
 
The Black River Park Fund is the source for funding this improvement.  It has a current 
balance of $265,568, and this will increase by the time of grant award, if successful. 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approve the resolution authorizing submittal of the grant application to the Great Lakes 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2015-41 

 
A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING A GRANT APPLICATION FOR BLACK RIVER PARK FISH 

CLEANING STATION AND COMMITTING LOCAL FUNDS TO MATCH THE GRANT AWARD 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on August 17, 2015 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:            
 
ABSENT:            
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, the South Haven City Council supports the submission of an application titled 
“Black River Park Fish Cleaning Station” to the Great Lakes Fishery Trust for development of 
the fish cleaning station at Black River Park, South Haven, Van Buren County, Michigan; and, 
 
WHEREAS, the City of South Haven has made a financial commitment to the project in the 
amount of $244,163.98 in matching funds, in the form of cash and/or force account; and, 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the City Council of the City of South Haven hereby 
authorizes submission of a Great Lakes Fishery Trust Grant Application for $$244,163.97, and 
further resolves to make available its financial obligation amount of $244,163.97 (50%) of a total 
$488,327.95 project cost, during the 2015-2016 fiscal year. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
 
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 17th day of August 2015, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 



Resolution 2015-41 
- 2 - 

meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
 Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



City of South Haven 

Great Lakes Fishery Trust  
2015 Access to the Great Lakes Fishery 

Application 
Black River Park Fish Cleaning Station 

Application Deadline: August 21, 2015 

Grant Request Amount: $244,163.97 

Total Estimated Project Cost: $488,327.95 

In order to support and improve shore based fishing access, South Haven will submit a 2015 

Access to the Great Lakes Fishery grant application for 50% funding of a no-fee, modern, ADA 

fish cleaning station with ADA public restrooms, a paved drive up/drop off unloading drive with 

sidewalks, and handicap parking in Black River Park to facilitate cleaning for all ages and 

mobility levels of anglers.  

 

https://www.glft.org/


Black River Park Fish Cleaning Station 

 2015 GLFT Access to the Great Lakes Fishery  

Application Assistance Applicant Eligibility 

 

Does your organization have a nonprofit status with a 501(c)(3) designation from the IRS (or 

nongovernmental organizations that hold charitable status in their country), or considered to be an 

educational or governmental (including tribal) organization? 

Yes 

Applicant Information and History 

Organization Name 

City of South Haven 

Project Manager 

Paul VandenBosch/ Harbormaster 

Phone Number 

269-637-0750 

E-Mail 

pvandenbosch@south-haven.com 

Has the organization applied to the GLFT before? 

Yes 

Was the organization awarded a GLFT grant before? 

Yes 

Has your organization proposed this project to the GLFT in the past?  

   No 

Grant Request 

Project Title – Black River Park Fish Cleaning Station 

Project Area 

Southwest Michigan 

Zip code of project location 

49090 

Requested Amount 

$244,163.97 

Match Amount 

 $244,163.98  

https://www.glft.org/admin/projects/1372/details#q0


 

Project Start Date 

      December 2015 

Project End Date 

September 2016 

Has your organization proposed this same project to the GLFT in the past? 

No  

Project Summary 

Briefly explain what the project proposes to accomplish using terminology that would be appropriate to 

include on the GLFT website or in a press release to communicate project goals to a general audience. 

(Limit your response to 75 words.)  

In order to support and improve shore based fishing access, South Haven will construct a no-fee, modern, ADA 

fish cleaning station with ADA public restrooms, a paved drive up/drop off unloading drive with sidewalks, and 

handicap parking to facilitate cleaning for all ages and mobility levels of anglers. This would additionally support 

the new access created by a shore based fishing pier being developed in the park. 

Project Narrative 

Supply information about the proposed project. Note the word count limits for each response. 

 

1) Access to the Great Lakes Fishery  

Describe the proposed site enhancements and explain how they will improve shore-based recreational 

and/or tribal access to the Great Lakes fishery. Provide detailed information about fishing structures 

that would be developed or modified such as boardwalks, breakwalls, or fishing piers/platforms. If 

funding is requested for engineering/feasibility studies only, describe the anticipated enhancements 

that would be evaluated through the studies. (Limit your response to 250 words.) 

 

With its several miles of both Black River and Lake Michigan shorelines, the City of South Haven has a long 

history of angler recreation. The City recognizes the value fishing offers to the community and wants to sustain 

and improve the pastime, in particular for shore based anglers. The City proposes to build a modern, larger, no-

fee fish cleaning station with eight cleaning tables including two ADA cleaning tables in Black River Park to 

support shore based fishing access along both the Black River and Lake Michigan, which is less than a mile 

away. The station supplements a new fishing pier being created with LWCF funds in Black River Park, which will 

add over 315 sq.ft. of new shore based access. The building will also include ADA bathrooms to further support 

angler recreation. A paved access drive would be included to allow for a pull-in, pull-through unloading zone. 

Two paved handicap vehicle spaces with sidewalk support will be placed next to the station to accommodate 

limited mobility users. The planned design will offer a low maintenance, easily available location for anglers to 

prepare their catch. Maximum airflow and freezer storage of fish waste will be used to keep odors and nuisance 

issues at a minimum. Educational signage will inform users of the shore based fishing opportunities and wide 

range of fish types available in the region. With this high level of support for anglers, shore based fishing 

enthusiast presence will increase and greater access and recreational opportunities will result. 

 



 

2) Fishing-related Amenities  

Describe the fishing-related amenities to be provided in conjunction with the project. The GLFT only 

funds specific, angling-related amenities associated with shore-based fishing access projects. For more 

information regarding the type of fishing access amenities eligible and ineligible for funding, refer to the 

Policy on Tribal and Recreational Fishing Access Amenities, available on the GLFT website at 

www.glft.org. 

 

The project will provide a fish cleaning station with eight cleaning tables, including two ADA accessible tables. 

The 39’ x 24’ building will additionally have ADA bathrooms and will be located in the free area of the park to 

serve all users.  A freezer for fish waste disposal will be on site to keep the odor and nuisance factor at a 

minimum for users and nearby areas. The station will include a cooler washing station, commercial sprayers, 

draining racks and cutting boards to provide anglers with all necessary support to clean their catch. Educational 

signage will be present to inform the public about the best methods to clean fish, offer information of common 

fish species found in the surrounding waters, plus ways to support fishing recreation. A bulletin board will be 

available to advertise upcoming fishing tournaments and other angler related activities. Internal LED lighting will 

allow for evening use of the station. Concrete floors will allow for easy cleaning and wheeled access. A paved 

drop off drive will allow anglers to unload heavy items at the station. Sidewalk support and two paved ADA 

parking spaces will also support limited mobility users.  

 

3) Geographic Location (Narrative) 

Describe the geographic location of the proposed project. Recreational fishing access projects must 

be located in Michigan on the Great Lakes or lower portions of major tributaries. Projects located on 

Lake Michigan or lower portions of major tributaries from New Buffalo to Mackinaw City will receive 

highest funding priority. Tribal fishing access projects must be located on northern Lake Michigan and 

northern Lake Huron, consistent with the provisions of the 2000 Consent Decree.  

 

The project site is in South Haven city limits, in Black River Park, which sits on the Black River about one mile 

upstream from the coast of Lake Michigan. It is in the northwest portion of Van Buren County in southwest 

Michigan. It is accessed from Dunkley Avenue which can be reached by either I-196, Blue Star Highway, or US 

31. The park rests in a turn of the Black River, which supplies nearly half a mile of shore-based fishing access. 

There are two piers at South Haven beaches than additionally allow Lake Michigan shore fishing access. The 

park is northeast of downtown South Haven and along the Van Buren Trail extension. It is easy to visit via foot, 

vehicle, watercraft, or non-motorized transport.  

4) Geographic Location (Map) Provide a map depicting the project location in pdf format. Provide a map  

depicting  the  project  location. Upload the document as a PDF in the online application.    

 

Enter the lake basin in which the project is located. 

Lake Erie 
Lake Huron 
Lake Michigan X 
Lake Superior 
 

5) Geographic Location (Zip Code) indicate the zip code of the project location - 49090 



 

 

 

6) Project Need  

Describe the need for and significance of the project, noting the nearest Great Lakes access 

opportunity and whether the site will fill an unmet need for access in the area. Projects located in areas 

where there is an unmet need for fishing access (i.e., there is no viable access alternative nearby) will 

be given higher priority when making funding decisions. 

 

With both Lake Michigan and the Black River available to anglers, fishing amenities are in high demand. 

Approval of LWCF grant funding to build a new, universally accessible fishing pier in Black River Park just to the 

east of the fish station site has been secured. The pier will add over 315 sq. ft. of new fishing access in Black 

River Park. With this new access point, more anglers will come to this site in need of fish cleaning services. The 

existing cleaning station is small, with one cleaning table, and provides no ADA cleaning access. It uses a 

grinder to dispose of fish waste which frequently jams or breaks down, creating smells, and can cause early 

closure of the cleaning station to the inconvenience of anglers. The station is in the fee portion of the park 

without easy walk up access. In order to provide adequate support for the new pier and remain a destination 

point for current shore based fishing, a larger, more modern and accessible facility is needed. The regional 

fishing community is large and several tournaments are held locally to promote the sport, bringing in hundreds 

of enthusiastic fishermen. The $156,200 pier project in conjunction with this project, would add over $644,000 in 

fishery improvements for the area. With a new fishing pier, better cleaning station, restrooms, access drive and 

ADA parking, more fishermen will associate South Haven with a place to plan outings, events and tournaments 

and generate more support for shore based fishing opportunities.  

 

 

7) Population  

Describe the population in the project area. Funding priority will be given to sites where the potential 

for use is high, as in urban locations or recreational destinations offering multiple forms of water-

related recreation. How many anglers do you anticipate using the site annually? Approximately what 

percentage of all facility users will be anglers? (If facilities are to be shared with other expected users of 

the site, the GLFT will consider funding a share of the project costs based on estimated use by anglers 

versus non-anglers.) 

 

2010 census data lists city population as 4,400 permanent and 2,400 seasonal residents. Its 49090 zip code 

lists 13,660 households. South Haven is located in Van Buren County (pop. 75,199) with a portion in Allegan 

County (pop. 113,847) and also draws frequent residents of neighboring Berrien County (pop.155,233). As a 

tourist destination, the city draws people from Michigan, Illinois, Indiana, and other states who utilize the multiple 

forms of water related recreation available. A 2010 MSU Visitor Impact Study found the area generated 1.6 

million visitors per year. The community offers beaches, swimming, fishing, boating, canoeing and kayaking, 

personal motorized and non-motorized watercraft sports, and other general leisure use of its waterfronts. 

Additionally, over a dozen local fishing charter companies exist and several fishing tournaments are held by the 

South Haven Steelheaders annually. In 2014, the estimated number of angler trips out of South Haven was 

20,945. Black River Park paid attendance in 2014 was 6,183, with approximately 60% in angler usage. With 



more accessible amenities available, angler usage is expected to increase significantly. Several businesses 

near Black River Park also provide fishing support through sales of bait, licenses, supplies, and rentals.  

 

8) Physical Characteristics 

Describe the physical characteristics of the site that make it suitable for fishing access. The proposed 

site must have the physical characteristics necessary for access site construction. Priority will be given 

to projects proposed on sites where property is already in public ownership and land acquisition is not 

required. 

 

After analyzing several potential locations, the city determined that the availability of multiple amenities and 

prime location make this site the most suitable for supporting fish cleaning needs. It is located in Black River 

Park, a public park with ample shoreline access just east of the downtown shopping area in South Haven. 

Anglers fishing in the Black River can also directly access Lake Michigan less than one mile away, allowing for 

both lake and river varieties of fish to be caught. The park supports a wide range of anglers through fishing 

piers, 10 boat launches, 60 seasonal docks, and the upcoming new ADA accessible fishing pier which provides 

angler access for all mobility levels. Vehicle and trailer parking exists, as well as angler support services such as 

bait shops, license service, boat storage, boat rental, slip rentals, boat sales, and maintenance and haul out 

services. The site offers free public use and is easily accessed from several main highways. The station will be 

built on a clear, flat stretch of the park, currently used as a gravel parking lot. The parcel is owned by the City of 

South Haven and no land acquisition will be required.  

 

9) Habitat Improvement  

Describe the incidence of habitat destruction that will be prevented/lessened because of proposed 

access improvements, if any. Projects that will prevent or lessen the incidence of habitat destruction 

associated with shore-based fishing in a previously unimproved location will be given higher funding 

priority. If the proposed project will have no effect on habitat, please indicate as such. 

 

The proposed fish cleaning station will not affect fish habitats. 

 

10) Maintenance and Safety Measures  

Describe how the site will be maintained and the safety of visitors ensured after it is constructed. 

Applicants must demonstrate the ability to maintain the access site, ensure the safety of its users, and 

enforce user regulations. 

 

South Haven maintains several parks and beaches through the Parks and Recreation, and Marina departments. 

The Public Safety department also routinely monitors activities and enforces regulations within the parks. The 

fish cleaning station at Black River Park will be included in the existing maintenance and monitoring duties of the 

Marina Manager, which include maintaining it in a clean and sanitary condition, cleaning the restrooms, 

checking for proper operation, checking waste container levels, and other necessary tasks. Lighting, video 

cameras and fencing with a lockable gate will be installed to protect the city property and safety of users. 

Funding for staff to maintain, clean and supply the building is included in the annual city budget. Based on 

previous experiences with fish cleaning stations, the city is planning a system of freezing and storing fish waste 

until pickup rather than grinder disposal, which greatly reduces equipment maintenance, smell and unsightliness 

of the fish remains. Best Way Disposal, a Type II waste hauler service, will take the remains weekly to their 



landfill and bury them. City is also pursuing a strategy of fish waste pickup by pet food manufacturers, pig 

farmers, and fish food pellet manufacturers who would reuse them in business endeavors.  

 

11) Tribal Commercial Fishing and Public Usage  

If tribal access will be provided, please describe the arrangements that have been made with respect 

to other tribes and the public using the site. If no special provisions for tribal access would be provided, 

indicate as such. 

 

All people will be permitted to use the fish cleaning station free of charge and no special provisions are needed 

for tribal commercial fishing use. The two federally recognized Native American tribes within fifty miles of the site 

are: the Pokagon Band of Potawatomi Indians, who has tribal lands located about fifteen miles southeast of the 

site near Hartford and land about thirty miles to the south near Dowagiac; and the Match-e-be-nash-she-wish 

Band of Potawatomi Indians who has tribal lands located about forty miles to the northeast of the site near Dorr. 

12) User Fees to Access the Facility  

State whether users of this facility will be required to pay a fee to access the facility, and describe any 

fees that will be required to access the site. 

 

No fees will be charged to users of the fish cleaning station. Free access and parking is available at the park. 

For visitors who wish to access the boat launch area, there is a minimal fee of $7.00. 

 

13) Accessibility  

Describe how the proposed access site would accommodate people of various needs and abilities. 

Proposed access sites must meet legal accessibility standards for persons with disabilities. Priority will 

be given to projects that support the principles of universal design. 

 

A key function of this project is to provide ADA accessibility for all users. Two ADA compliant cleaning tables will 

be located close to a double door drop off entrance. Concrete flooring with no steps will allow easy wheeled 

transportation use; door handles, sprayers, and rubbish bins will be easily reached and designed to 

accommodate different height and strength levels of users. Equipment will be designed for simple to understand 

operation. Signage with both text and images will be present to instruct users on fish cleaning methods and 

equipment operation. Automatic lighting will augment natural daylight to provide clear illumination for tasks. The 

station will be easily reached from the new, universally accessible, shore based fishing platform in the park. The 

project would include a paved pull-in, pull-through drive and unloading zone next to the station to accommodate 

users in wheelchairs or those who cannot walk long distances. ADA compliant parking spaces with sidewalk 

access and unisex restrooms also support various needs and abilities. Use of the fish cleaning station will be at 

no charge and will be available to all income levels. An adjacent gravel parking lot will accommodate free long 

term parking for users of the facility. 

 

14) Authorizations, Permits or Approvals  

Describe any authorizations, permits, or approvals required to undertake the project. Include 

information regarding status of permits, etc., as of the grant application date. If tribal fishing access is 

to be provided, explain how this project will comply with the 1836 tribal fishing rights Consent Decree, 



including a statement indicating that the grant funds requested will not replace other sources of funding 

provided by the Consent Decree. 

 

Dredge spoils exist at the project site, which are covered by a restricted covenant with the Department of 

Environmental Quality. On June 29, 2015, the City submitted the required letter of notification to the DEQ to 

advise them of proposed plans and to receive approval for building at the site. Any DEQ concerns will be 

addressed in the design and planning stages. A city building permit will also be necessary, as well as a Soil 

Erosion and Sedimentation Control permit. Permits will be obtained once project funding is secured. An 

agreement with Best Way Disposal, a Type II waste hauler service, to pick up and dispose of fish waste has 

also been procured. The project has received approval from necessary Harbor, Planning and City commissions, 

and the required 50% funding match of $244,163.98 received approval from City Council on ______________.  

15) Communications  

Describe your plans for making the public and other appropriate forums or groups aware of results. 

Projects should have a broad range of support from organizations and/or agencies interested in Great 

Lakes fisheries, the general public, and/or the scientific community. 

 

The City of South Haven will heavily promote the new fish cleaning station through its website, its marina 

website, the South Haven Steelheaders website, the city Facebook page, and the South Haven Visitors Bureau 

site. Written information detailing fish cleaning services will be available at the boat launch gate, City Hall, North 

and South Beach, at local tournaments, and the North and South Side Marinas. Signage will be placed at the 

entrance to Black River Park as well as at the downtown marinas. A mailer to city residents will also be sent out. 

The adjacent Pyle’s Porthole will also share fish cleaning station information with anglers through its website 

and in the store. A press release will be issued to area news agencies and area officials and representatives will 

be invited to a ribbon cutting ceremony.  

16) Educational Opportunities  

Describe the Great Lakes fisheries–oriented educational opportunities that will be included on the site 

(e.g., interpretive signage, events), if any. Funding priority will be given to proposals that include angler 

education opportunities (e.g., signage at access site that identifies potential catch, fishing seasons, and 

other information relevant to anglers and aligned with the GLFT mission and goals) and projects with 

educational or stewardship–oriented programming aligned with the GLFT’s mission. If no educational 

opportunities would be included, please indicate as such. 

 

Interpretive signage will be installed in the station which will inform users about the Black River watershed, the 

common fish species found in the Black River and Lake Michigan each season, and the history of the Celery 

Pond wetlands and its associated creek. Signage will also demonstrate fish cleaning methods, as well as 

different baits or fishing styles. A notice board will be present in the station which will promote various angling 

tournaments, activities, clubs and interesting fishing opportunities to users. The South Haven Steelheaders 

coordinates a “Salmon & Schools” Program with students from South Haven and Covert elementary schools to 

encourage youthful interest in the sport of fishing. The City plans to contact leaders of the program to share 

information about the new fish cleaning station amenities available and increase use. 

 

 



17) Applicant Capacity  

Describe the applicant’s capacity to administer and complete the proposed project, including 

demonstrated experience in successfully managing grants and executing projects of a scope and depth 

comparable to those of the proposed project. Priority will be given to applicants with experience, 

expertise, and exceptional past project implementation performance. 

 

The City of South Haven is responsible for the maintenance of ten public parks and seven beaches and beach 

access sites. Additionally, the City has been awarded and successfully managed numerous grants from various 

state agencies, including three from the Michigan Coastal Management Program for the Lake Michigan Maritime 

Museum – Interpretive Exhibits and Boat Restoration (1993), North Shore Improvements (2003), and Michigan 

Maritime Museum Dock (2005). It received a Coastal Zone Management grant in 2014 to construct a universally 

accessible kayak launch in Black River Park. The City has also successfully completed several grant awarded 

projects from the Michigan Department of Natural Resources with five Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund 

grants, twenty-three Waterways grants, a Recreation Bond, and Land and Water Conservation Fund grants. The 

projects included improvements to Black River Park boat launches, picnic areas and playground; an accessible 

fishing pier, Elkenburg community park improvements, the Van Buren Trail Extension, South Beach restroom 

facilities and picnic shelter construction, improvements to the North Side Municipal Marina, and several other 

improvements to recreational amenities for the general public. The City supports this project and passed a 

resolution authorizing a 50% project funding match of $244,163.98. The City has the necessary staff and 

experience to successfully administer and complete the project, as well as accommodate grant reporting 

requirements within their stated time frame. 

Land Acquisition – Does not apply 

This section is required only if your proposal includes a request from the GLFT to support the 

acquisition of real property through fee simple or lesser interest in a property. If your proposal does not 

include land acquisition, you may SKIP TO THE NEXT SECTION. 

18) Acquisition Need 

No land acquisition will be necessary to complete the project. 

19) Property History 

20) Development Pressure 

21) Long-term Maintenance 

 

Project Attachments 

Design Drawings - In the online application, upload design drawings for your proposal, if available. Only PDF 

files will be accepted. If you have multiple drawings, please merge them to create a single PDF file before 

uploading. 

 

Letter(s) from Fishery Managers – In the online application, upload a letter(s) from the local Department of 

Natural Resources district office and/or the Chippewa Ottawa Resource Authority validating that the project 

provides access to a viable sport and/or tribal fishery. Only these projects will be considered for GLFT funding. 

Upload the letter(s) in a PDF file. If you have multiple letters, please merge them to create a single PDF file 

before uploading  

 

 



 

Project Budget - 

 

The project budget consists of two components; (1) the detailed budget worksheet; and (2) the budget 

narrative. The two components should complement one another and provide sufficient detail for the 

GLFT to evaluate whether the requested funding is appropriately aligned with the scope of work. To the 

extent possible, provide detailed information about line item expenses. Examples of costs include, but 

are not limited to, boardwalks/walkways, railings, staircases, ramps, bridges, fishing piers/platforms, 

parking, benches, restrooms, pavilions, soil erosion control, site restoration, shoreline stabilization, 

demolition, mobilization, electrical improvements, and signage. 

 

Detailed Project Budget - Complete a Detailed Project Budget form and upload it in the online 

application as an Excel file. A budget template and additional instructions are available for download in 

the online application as an Excel file. The budget should cover the total project period. If your project 

spans multiple years, complete one form showing a cumulative budget for the entire project period, as 

well as one form for each budget year. Enter the Budget Year on each page according to the year (for 

example, Cumulative Budget or Budget Year 1 of 2). The total amount requested from the GLFT should 

reflect the project expenses for that budget page. You may add or remove expense subcategories, but 

the main expense categories may not be changed. Note: According to the GLFT overhead policy for all 

projects, administrative/overhead costs are limited to 10 percent of the total salaries and wages. More 

information on the budget categories is available on the budget information page of the www.glft.org 

website. 

 

Budget Narrative 

Briefly explain how the figures in each budget category on the detailed project budget were estimated 

and justify the need for the costs. Projects with financial support from other sources are encouraged. 

Although matching funds are not required, proposals that include local funding and promote 

community participation in the use of fishery resources will be favored. If matching funds or in-kind 

contributions are involved, please: 

 

 Identify the sources and amounts and explain for each whether these have been pledged, 

requested, or secured. 

 Explain whether the GLFT funds are to be used as a match requirement, and, if so, what 

percentage of GLFT funds would be used to complete specific items (e.g., 30 percent of needed 

funds for a task would be from the GLFT, 70 percent from other sources). 

 Address contingency plans if pending funding from other sources is not realized. 

 

Several Harbor Commission meetings have occurred to discuss needed improvements to fish cleaning 

amenities, ADA access and to integrate angler and community feedback. Local businesses and the South 

Haven Steelheaders were also consulted regarding this project.  Priority needs of the project were designated 

as 1. fish cleaning station, 2. restrooms, 3. access drive, and 4. handicap parking. Based on this feedback from 

the community, the City of South Haven secured the services of engineering and architectural firm Abonmarche 

Consultants, Inc. to assist in a preliminary design and an estimated project budget. Abonmarche assisted with 

the design and construction of the Manistee fish cleaning station in 2013 and with that and other project 



experience is able to closely estimate expected costs and offer improvements. Construction costs for the fish 

cleaning station building and restrooms are derived from the 2015 RSMeans cost database. Costs for the 

access drive and parking spaces are calculated from the 2014 MERL (Michigan Engineer Resource Library) 

database. 

The City of South Haven strongly supports the fish cleaning station project and has included it in their Black 

River Park Master Plan. Allocations toward funding the station are included in the Five Year Capital 

Improvement Plan for the Black River Park Fund. The City passed a resolution to provide a 50% funding match 

of $244,163 for the project, on ________________.  

The requested GLFT grant funds are not intended to fulfill any other grant match requirements. 

 

Chart of Work  

Complete a chart of work form and upload it to the online application as an Excel file. The chart of work 

should complement the project description narrative and indicate major outcomes, associated 

activities/timelines for each outcome, associated costs for activities, and associated deliverables for 

each outcome. A chart of work template is available for download in the online application as an Excel 

file. 

 

Additional Documents – only as pdf 

In the online application, upload additional documents of relevance, such as figures, captions, 

feasibility studies, letters of support, literature citations, or other graphics. Do not use this space to 

provide additional language for required responses exceeding the word count limits, as they will not be 

considered. If the files correspond with a narrative section question, please indicate the connection to 

the graphic. Only PDF files will be accepted. If you have multiple pages, please merge them to create a 

single PDF file before uploading, when possible. 

 

 

https://www.glft.org/
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Project title: Black River Park Fish Cleaning Station
Project manager: Brian Dissette
Budget name: City of South Haven FCS   Year           1              of                1              total years

I II III IV  V 

Salaries -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Benefits -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Supplies & Materials -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Other Direct Expenses -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Contract Services -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Indirect Costs (Administrative/Overhead) -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Engineering/Design Costs (Access only) 31,847.47$                   31,847.48$                       63,694.95$                       

Facility Construction Costs (Access only) 212,316.50$                 212,316.50$                     424,633.00$                     

Land Acquisition -$                              -$                                  -$                                 

Totals 244,163.97$             244,163.98$                488,327.95$                

488,327.95$                     

Total GLFT Grant Request 244,163.97$                
Total Matching Funds 244,163.98$                
Total Project Cost 488,327.95$                

GLFT Funds Matching Funds Source of Match  Total Project Cost EXPENSE CATEGORY



Black River Park  -  Fish Cleaning Station - Grant Estimate

Date:  2015-7-6

Job #:  P15-0537

Item Description Quantity Unit Unit Bid Price Total Bid Price

1 Fish Cleaning Station with Restrooms 1 LS 250,000.00$         250,000.00$         
2 Demolition of existing FCS 1 LS 7,500.00$             7,500.00$             
3 Mobilization 1 LS 12,500.00$           12,500.00$           
5 Aggregate Base, 8 inch 1920 SYD 6.00$                    11,520.00$           
6 Aggregate Base, 2 inch 485 SYD 3.00$                    1,455.00$             
7 2.5" HMA 13A Leveling 360 TON 75.00$                  27,000.00$           
8 1.5 HMA LVSP Top 315 TON 85.00$                  26,775.00$           

10 Sidewalk 4 inch 1300 SFT 4.00$                    5,200.00$             
11 Sidewalk 6 inch 0 SFT 5.00$                    -$                      
12 Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, 12 inch, Crosswalk 30 FT 6.00$                    180.00$                
13 Pavt Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, Handicap Symbol 2 EA 100.00$                200.00$                
14 Restoration 3000 SYD 3.00$                    9,000.00$             
15 Storm Improvements 1 LS 15,000.00$           15,000.00$           
17 Machine Grading 8 STA 1,500.00$             12,000.00$           
18 Landscaping     Trees 4 EA 400.00$                1,600.00$             
19 Erosion Control, Silt Fence 550 FT 2.00$                    1,100.00$             
20 Signage 1 LS 5,000.00$             5,000.00$             

Subtotal 386,030.00$         
Contingency 10%

Construction Total 424,633.00$         
Eng. Fees (15%) 63,694.95$           

Total 488,327.95$         

Items that are not included within this estimate
1 Utilities are not included in this cost
2 No new lift station
3 Lighting Improvements 



1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13 14 15 16 17 18 19 20 21 22 23 24

OUTCOME 1 

& associated 

activities: Preconstruction Preparation $31,847.48 $63,694.95

Grant award notification
Counduct boundary and topographic survey
Site Design
Permitting
Prepare bid documents
Bid project

OUTCOME 2 

& associated 

activities: Construction of Fish Cleaning Station building $93,225.00 $186,450.00

Site Preparation
Mobilization
Building construction
Plumbing and fixture installation
Installation of educational signage

OUTCOME 3 

& associated 

activities:

Construction of restrooms

$68,750.00 $137,500.00

Installation of plumbing and electric
Installation of fixtures

OUTCOME 4 

& associated 

activities:

Construction of paved access drive, ADA parking 

spaces and sidewalk
$39,781.50 $79,563.00

Mobilization
Excavation
Utility installation
Storm improvements
Pave asphalt driveway and parking spaces 
Pour concrete sidewalk

OUTCOME 5 

& associated 

activities:

Landscaping and restoration

$6,435.00 $12,870.00

Site restoration
Landscaping 

OUTCOME 6 

& associated 

activities:

Demolition of old fish cleaning station 

$4,125.00 $8,250.00

Demolition

$244,163.98 $488,327.95

Deliverable(s): ADA accessible fish cleaning facility with 8 cleaning tables and freezer waste disposal

Requested GLFT 

Funds

TOTALS:

Deliverable(s): Construction of accessible drive, ADA parking spaces and sidewalk for fish cleaning station

Deliverable(s): Restored site and landscape beautification

Total Cost

Deliverable(s): Two unisex ADA restrooms

Deliverable(s): Removal of old fish cleaning station

Months
Major outcomes and associated activities

Deliverable(s): Perform necessary survey, permitting and design tasks to allow for project construction.



July 17, 2015 

Abonmarche Consultants Inc 
95 West Main Street 
Benton Harbor, MI 49022 

RE: Waste Removal for Proposed Fish Cleaning Station at Black River Boat Launch 

Joelle, 

It has been a pleasure to talk with you about the proposed new fish cleaning station at Black River Boat 
Launch in South Haven, MI. Please find the pricing below that we have discussed. 

Frontload Containers 

l-2yd Trash Container Serviced Once per Week $ 67.00 per month 

• Disposal will be done in a statutorily compliant manner at a Type II municipal solid 
Waste landfill licensed pursuant to Part 115 of the NREPA.

• Proposal is good for 60 days.

• Pricing does not include fuel surcharge. Our fuel surcharge is calculated based on the 
national average of diesel fuel. 

I hope this proposal meets with your approval, and we can start servicing the Black River Boat 
Launch Fish Cleaning Statioon with the excellent service that Best Way has become known for. 
If you have any questions or concerns, feel free to call our office at 269-463-3232. 

Sincerely, 

Adam Dobbs 

Account Manager 

7901 DAN SMITH ROAD • WATERVLIET, Ml 49098 

PHONE (269) 463-3232 • (800) 246-5992 





The Valor Training Center 
(VTC), a 501(c)3 nonprofit, 

is a physical fitness 
training center with a 
military style obstacle 
course. VTC offers free 

customized programs that 
are tailored to the specific 
needs of individuals and 
organizations – with a 
focus on youth and 

veterans.

MISSION STATEMENT
To empower and improve people’s physical fitness, mental toughness, and wellness

Naval veteran John Michael McCormack 
and his father Greg McCormack at the 

VTC (a 32ft x 40ft facility)

We leave no one behind!  John Michael 
McCormack training South Haven youth.



WHOLE LIFE DEVELOPMENT

FITNESS
Introduction to Physical Fitness
Fitness Condition Evaluations
Personalized Training Platforms

NUTRITION
Introduction to Basic Nutrition
Intake Baseline Evaluations
Personalized Nutrition Plan

RECREATION
Group Activities

Fellowship & Fundraisers

EDUCATION
Scholastic Goal Programs
Grants & Internships

VTC volunteers with John Michael 
participating at the Casco Mudder 5K 

Obstacle Course Race 
John Michael in recovery from TBI

VTC will provide free 
wellness and fitness training 
to youth and veterans via 

sponsorship.



CLIENT MARKET BASE

CHURCH YOUTH GROUPS
South Haven Area

Bangor Area
Van Buren & Berrien Counties

SCHOOL ATHLETIC  PROGRAMS
College Students

High School Students
Junior High School Students

YOUTH CLUBS
Boy & Girl Scouts

Cub Scouts

MILITARY PERSONEL
Veterans & Active Duty
Wounded Warriors

Hope Church Youth, our partners  Local Boy Scouts, our partners 

VTC will provide free 
wellness and fitness training 
to youth and veterans via 

sponsorship.



FUNDING  &  SUPPORTERS

CHURCH  YOUTH  GROUPS
Annual Budgets Donations

Fund Raiser Events

CHARITABLE  ORGANIZATIONS
American Legion / VFW

Knights of Columbus / Boysville
Rotary Clubs / Elks / Moose

VTC  FUNDRAISER
Legion Rider Poker Run
Summer BBQ / Carwash
Apparel and Equipment

CORPORATE PARTNERS
Annual Budget Donations

Foundations

Mayor Burr of South Haven and John 
Michael and Greg McCormack –

City Support 

Greg McCormack and Mayor Householder 
of Bangor and John Michael McCormack—

City Support  

STATE  GRANT FUNDING
CHARITABLE CLUB GRANTS



God has blessed John‐Michael McCormack with a miracle by surviving a traumatic
brain injury while serving in the US Navy. It is his intention to continue his 

service by partnering with local churches, veteran organizations, corporations, 
and the community to provide wellness and fitness training to youth and 

veterans.

U.S. Naval Hospital

V.A. Rehabilitation Fellowship

Far West Valor 
Games, Gold Medal



Wisdom Is Knowing
The Right Path To Take

Integrity Is Taking It

OBLIGATION 

Hiring Qualified Veterans Providing mentorship 
opportunities for veterans 

to youth.

Training facility available to 
police and fire personnel

VALOR INTEGRITY

www.valortrainingcenter.org (269) 363‐8166 jm@valortrainingcenter.org

Van Buren County, Michigan



Valor and generosity 
By LOUISE WREGE - HP Staff Writer | Posted: Monday, July 27, 2015 6:00 am  

Valor and generosity 

Wounded warrior John Michael McCormack, left, of Bangor is ready to open Valor 
Training Center by the end of August with the help of his father, Greg McCormack. The 
nonprofit physical fitness training facility will have customized programs to help area 
youth and veterans. 

BANGOR - A 2009 Coloma High School graduate's dream of serving in the U.S. Navy 
was dashed Oct. 20, 2012, when he suffered a traumatic brain injury and almost died 
while in the line of duty in California. 



Now 24 and living in Bangor, John Michael McCormack is pursuing his new dream - to 
open Valor Training Center, a nonprofit physical fitness facility to help youth and 
veterans in customized programs that feature 12 workout stations. 

"The fact that I volunteered to go down-range to serve my country was stolen from me 
with the TBI," said McCormack, who was honorably discharged Feb. 11, 2014. "I'm 
continuing my service to my community and others. I can go down-range through my 
nonprofit." 

The facility, between Bangor and South Haven, is set to open by the end of August. For 
more information or to donate, visit www.valortrainingcenter.org. 

By next year, the facility will include an 8.5-acre military-style obstacle course that 
includes a mud pit, climbing wall, spider wall, balance beams, zip line and dueling 
salmon ladders. He said there are also fun outdoor activities such as a fire pit, horse shoes 
and volleyball. 

He said he has been working on the training facility for the last two years and has 10 
people, mostly volunteers, working with him. 

Valor Training Center's first official event is entering a team to compete in Casco's 
Ultimate Mud Challenge Saturday at Lake Arvesta Farms outside South Haven. 
McCormack said he is leading a team of eight people through the 5K off-road obstacle 
course. 

He said he will run Valor Training Center based on three core values - valor, integrity 
and obligation. 

"Valor to me means being able to help and provide goodness to others or a community so 
that everyone may benefit as a whole," he said. "Integrity - simply, knowing inside what's 
actually the right thing to do versus the wrong thing. It's sketched in on your heart, 
whether it's right or wrong. ... Obligation is really commitment and having valor or the 
courage to make the choice yourself willingly and the integrity to do it correctly." 

McCormack said he was injured while attached to Strike Fighter Squadron 94 (VFA 94), 
also known as the "Mighty Shrikes," a U.S. Navy Hornet fighter squadron stationed at 
Naval Air Station Lemoore in Fresno County, Calif. He was injured after falling 12 feet 
off a piece of equipment on the base. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege 
 



Love over death 
By LOUISE WREGE - HP Staff Writer | Posted: Monday, July 27, 2015 6:00 am  
 

HP Top Story 

BANGOR - The story of how wounded U.S. Navy veteran John Michael McCormack, 
24, of Bangor came back from a life-threatening brain injury is one of a father's love for 
his child. 

"I don't know how he did it," McCormack said of his father, Greg McCormack of 
Coloma. "He never gave up. Even when he did his best, he took it to the next level to 
make sure it was done so there was no room for failure." 

His father is helping him open Valor Training Center, a nonprofit facility that will 
provide customized physical fitness programs to youth and veterans. 

Greg McCormack said he first learned that his son was injured when troopers from the 
Michigan State Police banged on his door at 5 a.m. the day of the injury, Oct. 20, 2012, 
and told him to call a trauma center in California. 

"(The doctor) informed me that he had a traumatic brain injury that was nonrecoverable," 
he said. "They would keep him on life support systems until we arrived, and then we 
could pull the plug as a family. He was in a fetal position, nonresponsive." 

He said it took him and his wife, Jane Krajnik, three flights and 15 hours to get to their 
son's side. 

As the day went on, he said doctors from the trauma center told him they had installed a 
drainage stent to reduce his son's internal cranial pressure, and the pressure had come 
down enough that he qualified for a bone flap procedure - meaning that half of his skull 
was removed to allow the brain to swell and go through its healing process. 

"The prognosis was the same," he said. "They restated, 'This is a nonrecoverable injury.'" 

When he arrived at the trauma center, he said the doctor told him that while the prognosis 
was still grave, he no longer recommended pulling the plug. 

"He also said he could die at any minute," Greg McCormack said. "(The doctor said that) 
if, by a miracle, he was to survive, he would be a drooling vegetable in a wheelchair." 



He said his son's vital signs had deteriorated so much by the second day that no one was 
allowed to see him. 

"We thought this was the time he was going to die," his father said. "I walked down the 
hall to the waiting area, and I had a breakdown and gave him up to Jesus. I prayed the 
Lord would do what's best for him, John Michael." 

Shortly after his breakdown, Greg McCormack said the nurse came out of his son's room 
and said he was starting to recover. 

"His vital signs improved. They were able to stabilize his ICPs. And ever since then, his 
recovery skyrocketed," he said. "God blessed us with a miracle." 

That's not to say that the recovery was easy. 

Greg McCormack said doctors kept his son in a medically induced coma for a month. 
Then, his son spent time in various rehabilitation centers. 

"He had to relearn everything - how to talk, how to wash his hands, how to brush his 
teeth, how to speak in coherent sentences," he said. 

Greg McCormack, a machine design engineer, said he was in California so much that he 
left his job and started his own business - M & M Industrial Services. He brought his son 
back to Michigan to continue his recovery in September 2013. 

John Michael McCormack said he has regained all of his memories except the month 
before the injury and the accident itself. Although recovery has been tough, he said the 
benefit to his spiritual faith has been tremendous. 

"Even though I've lost my peripheral vision, my spiritual vision has increased 
exponentially," he said. "I wouldn't change that." 

The McCormacks said they are members of St. Joseph Catholic Church in Watervliet. 

Contact: lwrege@TheHP.com, 932-0361, Twitter: @HPWrege 
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