
 

 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, September 21, 2015 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation – Mr. Craig Massey, Pastor Candidate, of Hope Reformed Church 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru C (Roll Call Vote Required) 

(All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. Unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion 
is required regarding an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.) 

A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes for September 8, 2015. 
B. Council will be asked to approve invoices totaling $4,394,539.26 for the period ending 

September 7, 2015 to be approved and forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for 
payment. 

C. Council will be asked to approve the following minutes: 
1) August 11, 2015 Parks Commission minutes; and 
2) August 19, 2015 Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum meeting minutes. 

 
If a member of the public wishes to address any of the following items listed on the agenda they will be given a 
chance to speak prior to Council discussing the item. They will be given up to 5 minutes to address their concerns. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
6. Council will be asked to consider approval of the Sewer Discharge Agreement 

with Global Remediation Technologies, on behalf of the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality.   
 

7. Council will be asked to approve the following Special Events: 
 

a. Special Event Application 2015-27, the Mitten Made – Michigan Made Art & 
Craft Show, Last Dash Holiday Shopping on December 19, 2015 from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. along Dyckman Avenue and Black River Street. 
 

b. Special Event Application 2015-31, Haven Harvest on October 17, 2015 from 
10:00 a.m. to 9:00 p.m. with events to be held in various parts of the Central 
Business District. 

 

City of South Haven 



 

South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

8. Council will be asked to consider approval of the requests from the Michigan 
Department of Transportation for a grant of right-of-way and consent to grade, as 
part of the planned traffic signal upgrade at the Phoenix and Broadway 
intersection.  
 

9. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
(You will be given up to 5 minutes to address your concerns.) 

 
10. City Manager’s Comments 

 
11. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
12. Adjourn 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Brian Dissette, City Manager 



 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Mayor Burr at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation – Moment of Silence 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present:  Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, and Burr 
Absent:  None. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by Patterson, seconded by Fitzgibbon, to approve the agenda. 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru E (Roll Call Vote Required) 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Klavins, to approve the consent agenda. 
 
A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes for August 17, 2015. 
B. Council will be asked to approve invoices totaling $1,099,551.72 for the period ending 

September 7, 2015 to be approved and forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for 
payment. 

C. Council will be requested to approve the proposal from Abonmarche for design and 
construction administration of the Black River Park Fishing Platform project in the 
amount of $21,550.00. 

D. Council will be requested to approve a proposal from Secant Technologies to upgrade 
the server in the amount of $23,961.00. 

E. Council will be asked to approve the following minutes: 
1) July 9, 2015 Planning Commission minutes; 
2) July 20, 2015 Zoning Board of Appeals minutes; 
3) July 21, 2015 Harbor Commission minutes;  
4) July 21, 2015 Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum minutes;  
5) July 22, 2015 South Haven Housing Commission minutes; 
6) July 27, 2015 Board of Public Utilities minutes; 
7) August 4, 2015 Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum special board meeting minutes. 

 
 A Roll Call Vote was taken: 
 Yeas:  Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Arnold, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, and Burr 

Nays:  None. 
Motion carried. 

City of South Haven 
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OLD BUSINESS 
 

6. Council will be asked to adopt an amendment to the ordinance regulating long 
grasses. 

 
Background Information: 
The City Council will be asked to consider a motion to approve an ordinance amendment for 
section 30-92 through 30-94 of the city’s Code of Ordinances to modify the regulation of 
grasses and weeds. 
 
At the August 3, 2015, special meeting of the City Council, the Council discussed proposed 
revisions to the city’s ordinance related to the regulation of long grass and weeds.  The City 
Council members discussed their desire to modify the ordinance to accomplish greater 
compliance by private property owners.  Further, the Council members discussed changes 
which would: A) increase the administrative fee associated with long grass regulation to 
$150.00 plus the fees associated with mowing the private lot, B) increasing the enforcement 
threshold for long grasses from 6” to 9”, C) expediting the enforcement process to require 
compliance within 5 business days from the receipt of the notice of abatement.   
 
The city’s staff has worked with the city’s attorney to prepare the draft ordinance 
amendment presented in tonight’s agenda.  Based on the guidance offered from the City 
Council, the draft ordinance amendment should accomplish the City Council’s goals for this 
amendment.  In summary, the ordinance amendment will allow property owners to have 
longer grass than previously allowed.  However, the ordinance amendment will require 
significantly higher enforcement fees and expedited enforcement of long grass and weeds 
on private property.   
 
There are several items in the draft ordinance amendment the City Council should note.  
Those items include: A) the duties imposed in this section extend to the portions of the 
abutting public right-of-way that would become part of the property if the right-of-way were 
vacated, except for any roadway paved for vehicular traffic; B) for parcels that are 3 acres or 
greater in size, responsible parties need only to cut grass 20’ from the property line on all 
sides to be in compliance; and C) the duty to cut grass under this article shall not apply to 
heavily forested area in which above-ground tree roots prevent grass from being cut with a 
lawnmower. 
 
Please note; the proposed ordinance amendment is written to take effect on January 1, 
2016.  The changes in this ordinance will not affect the city’s ongoing long grass and weeds 
enforcement for the remainder of the 2015 summer season.   
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Patterson, to adopt an amendment to the ordinance 
regulating long grasses. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
7. Council will be asked to consider the following actions regarding the operation of 

golf carts on city streets: 
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a. Adopt of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 82-26, 82-
27, and 8-28 of the Code of Ordinances and adopt the Michigan Vehicle 
Code;  

 
b. Adopt of an ordinance to amend Chapter 82, Article III, Section 82-55 of the 

Code of Ordinances regulating parking of golf carts; and 
 

c. Adopt Resolution 2015-40, a resolution allowing the operation of golf carts 
on city streets. 

 
Background Information: 
The City Council will be asked to consider a series of approvals which would allow for the 
seasonal operation of golf carts on public streets. 
 
On Friday, July 31, 2015, the city received a formal citizen’s request for the city to permit the 
continued operation of private golf carts on city streets.  The request was made after the 
citizen had completed the purchase of what was intended to be a “street legal” golf cart.  
The cart was reviewed, inspected, and approved by the South Haven Police Department.  
When the golf cart’s owner attempted to secure registration for the cart from the Michigan 
Secretary of State’s office, the owner was informed that the State of Michigan was no longer 
allowing privately owned golf carts to be registered for on street usage, but local units of 
government could grant the golf cart allowance. 
 
The city’s attorney has found that Section 657a of the Michigan Vehicle Code, MCL 257.1 et 
seq., (“MVC”), authorizes a city with a population of fewer than 30,000 to allow, by 
resolution, operation of golf carts on its streets.   
 
This statute imposes restrictions on the operation of golf carts within a city, including the 
following: 
 
1) Operators must be at least 16 years of age and have a valid driver’s license. 
2) Operators must comply with signal requirements set forth in MCL 257.648 (i.e. using 

hand signals to signal a turn, etc.). 
3) Golf carts must be driven as close to the right side of the roadway as practicable, with a 

maximum speed limit is 15 mph. 
4) Golf carts may not be operated from 1/2 hour before sunset to 1/2 hour after sunrise.  
5) Golf carts may not be operated on pedestrian sidewalks or on state line trunk highways 

(except to cross highways).   
 
Should the City Council wish to permit the usage of golf carts on local streets, a practical 
approach would be through the (i) adoption of the entire MVC by reference, enabling the city 
to (ii) authorize the operation of golf carts in the city by adopting a resolution. If the City 
Council does adopt a resolution authorizing the use of golf carts on its streets, the city may 
also wish to amend its parking regulations to require golf carts to be properly parked.   
 
The city’s attorney has prepared draft ordinances and a resolution for the City Council’s 
consideration. The first ordinance would amend Chapter 82 of the City Code to adopt the 
MVC by reference, as well as to refine the city’s previous adoption of the Uniform Traffic 
Code.  The proposed DRAFT resolution would allow operation of the golf cars in accordance 
with the restrictions set forth in MCL 257.657a, but only during a seasonal period beginning 



City of South Haven    
Regular Meeting Council Minutes 
City Hall, Council Chambers 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 8, 2015  
 

Page 4 of 8 

 

April 15 and ending October 15 (as obvious weather conditions may make operation of the 
golf carts impractical and dangerous outside of this period).  The resolution also includes a 
sunset provision, that the resolution will no longer be effective after one year, unless 
readopted by the City Council, allowing the city to easily discontinue the operation of golf 
carts.  The second ordinance also amends Chapter 82 of the City Code, to make the city’s 
parking regulations applicable to golf carts.  
 
As noted in the city attorney’s correspondence, the City of Ludington has recently adopted 
an ordinance which mirrors the language of the state statute allowing golf carts on city 
streets and contains a sunset provision.  While Ludington has elected to authorize this use 
by ordinance, the attorney’s recommendation is that the city adopt the MVC and then 
subsequently adopt a resolution allowing the operation of golf carts, as the language of MCL 
257.657a implies that such action should be taken by resolution. 
 
Finally, at the August 17th regular meeting, the City Council introduced two ordinances 
amendments related to the golf cart allowance.  Further, the City Council discussed a variety 
of items related to the golf cart allowance, for possible inclusion in the authorizing resolution.  
Those items related to vehicle safety equipment (e.g., seatbelts, head lights, tail lights, horn, 
etc.,) hours of operation, local inspection requirements, and insurance requirements.  The 
city’s attorney has actively reviewed those requests and consistently recommended that the 
City Council follow the guidelines established in the state law.  Specifically, the attorney’s 
recommendation is that if the City Council wishes to allow golf carts on city streets, that the 
City Council adopt the authorizing resolution which is in compliance with the state statute.   
 
Moved by Patterson and seconded by Fitzgibbon to adopt of an ordinance to amend 
Chapter 82, Article II, Sections 82-26, 82-27, and 8-28 of the Code of Ordinances and adopt 
the Michigan Vehicle Code. 
 
Voted Yes: All.  Motion carried. 

 
Moved by Fitzgibbon and seconded by Klavins to adopt of an ordinance to amend Chapter 
82, Article III, Section 82-55 of the Code of Ordinances regulating parking of golf carts. 
 
Voted Yes: All.  Motion carried. 

 
Rosalie Plechaty, of 559 Monroe Boulevard, urged City Council to not allow operation of golf 
carts on city streets. 

 
Moved by Patterson and seconded by Klavins to adopt Resolution 2015-40, a resolution 
allowing the operation of golf carts on city streets. 
 
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 

Yeas:  Gruber, Klavins, Patterson, Arnold, Burr 
Nays:  Kozlik Wall, Fitzgibbon 

 
Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

8. Council will be asked to approve the following Special Events: 
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a. Special Event Application 2015-27, the Mitten Made – Michigan Made Art & 

Craft Show, Last Dash Holiday Shopping on December 19, 2015 from 10:00 
a.m. to 5:00 p.m. along Dyckman Avenue and Black River Street. 
 

Background Information: 
The South Haven Center for the Arts would like to host an art and craft show on 
December 19, 2015 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. This will be an all Michigan arts and 
crafts show for the holidays and last minute holiday shopping. Booths will run along 
Dyckman Avenue and Black River Street. The Maritime Museum will do events in 
conjunction with this event to boost tourism for the weekend. There will also be other 
non-profits and local retailers invited to have their own booths. 
 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon and seconded by Patterson to table Special Event Application 
2015-27, the Mitten Made – Michigan Made Art & Craft Show, Last Dash Holiday 
Shopping on December 19, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. along Dyckman 
Avenue and Black River Street until information was received from the event 
sponsors. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
b. Special Event Application 2015-28, Rhythm on the River to be held on July 

23, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 11:00 p.m. at Riverfront Park.  
 

Background Information: 
Foundry Hall would like to have a 1 day music festival on July 23, 2016 from 9:00 am 
to 11:00 pm at Riverfront Park. This event features local food, beer, and musicians. 
Riverfront Park would be used for a stage and beer garden, like Harborfest and 
Blueberry Fest. Water Street would be closed off from Kalamazoo Street to Maple 
Street for food vendors. Insurance and liquor license will be provided closer to event. 
 
Ben Holt, from Foundry Hall, spoke to City Council on this event. 
 
Deputy Chief Natalie Thompson answered questions posed by the City Council 
about the noise ordinance and other events. 
 
Rosalie Plechaty spoke to City Council in support regarding this event. 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall and seconded by Fitzgibbon to approve Special Event 
Application 2015-28, Rhythm on the River to be held on July 23, 2016 from 10:00 
a.m. to 11:00 p.m. at Riverfront Park. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried 

 
c. Special Event Application 2015-29, Zombie 5K Run/Stroll to be held on 

October 17, 2015 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. starting at Riverfront Park. 
 

Background Information: 
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The Youth Development Company would like to hold “The Walking Dead” Zombie 5k 
run/stroll on October 17, 2015 from 2:00 pm to 8:00 pm. This is a fun run and not a 
certified 5k. The participants will be released in 15 minute increments wearing 3 life 
flags. Zombies will be staged throughout the course trying to steal the life flags. 
There will be water stations and an aid station. A finishing ceremony will be held at 
Riverfront Park, where awards will be given and light refreshments will be served. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon and seconded by Kozlik Wall to approve Special Event 
Application 2015-29, Zombie 5k Run/Stroll to be held on October 17, 2015 from 2:00 
p.m. to 8:00 p.m. starting at Riverfront Park. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried 

 
d. Special Event Application 2015-30, Special Olympics and Law Enforcement 

Torch Run on September 16, 2015 from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the 
corner of Eagle and Kalamazoo Streets. 
 

Background Information: 
Special Olympics Michigan is requesting to have their Special Olympics and Law 
Enforcement Torch Run on September 16, 2015 from 10:00 am to 12:00 pm at the 
corner of Eagle and Kalamazoo. This event is a community run to create awareness 
for Special Olympics Michigan and Law Enforcement Torch Run. 
 
Moved by Patterson, seconded by Kozlik Wall to approve Special Event Application 
2015-30, Special Olympics and Law Enforcement Torch Run on September 16, 2015 
from 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. at the corner of Eagle and Kalamazoo Streets. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried 

 
9. Council will be asked to adopt Resolution 2015-42, a resolution setting the 2016 

seasonal and transient slip rates for the South Haven Municipal Marinas. 
 
Background Information: 
Staff recommends renewal of the 2015 rates with the following changes: 
 
Marina Rates: 
Staff recommends a two percent increase in seasonal rates for North Side Marina and 
Black River Park.  No increase is recommended for Maritime Marina slips. 
 
Staff recommends a seasonal discount rate as follows: 
After August 1, seasonal slips may be rented for an amount equal to an amount of the 
seasonal slip fee prorated by the number of days in the season multiplied by 1.5, using 
the following formula: 
 
(Remaining Days in Season) / (Total Days in Season) * Seasonal Slip Fee * 1.5 
This is in addition to existing discounts used in previous years. 
 
Transient Rates: 
No changes unless the State makes changes in the applicable rate. 
 



City of South Haven    
Regular Meeting Council Minutes 
City Hall, Council Chambers 
7:00 p.m., Tuesday, September 8, 2015  
 

Page 7 of 8 

 

Boat Launch Rates: 
No changes. 
 
At its August 18 meeting, Harbor Commission recommended the attached marina rate 
resolution to City Council. 
Harbormaster Paul Vandenbosch spoke to City Council on this matter. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Kozlik Wall, to approve Resolution 2015-42, a resolution 
setting the 2016 seasonal and transient slip rates for the South Haven Municipal 
Marinas. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

10. Council will be asked to approve the Tour Boat License Agreement for the 
remainder of the 2015 season and the 2016 season. 
 
Background Information: 
Earlier this year, City Council approved a license agreement with IT-IL-DO Charters, 
LLC for a tour boat operation to be moored at South Side Marina. The tour boat is in the 
process of being inspected by the Coast Guard and may be approved for use soon. 
 
We have received approval of our DEQ permit for expansion of the marina. Staff has 
published bids and has been working on the electric pedestal installation, and is 
prepared to modify the dock for the tour boat. 
 
When the license agreement was approved, we discussed prorating the fee based on 
when the boat began mooring at the marina. We would like to add the 2016 season to 
the license agreement. The attached license agreement would prorate the slip fee for the 
remainder of the season, and would add the 2016 season to the agreement. At its 
August 18 meeting, the Harbor Commission voted to recommend that City Council 
approve the license agreement. 
 
Chad Bard, owner of the tour boat, spoke to City Council on this matter. 
 
Harbormaster Paul Vandenbosch spoke to City Council on this matter. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Patterson to approve the Tour Boat License 
Agreement for the remainder of the 2015 season and the 2016 season. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
11. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 
No public comment. 
 

12. City Manager’s Comments 
 

a. No comment from City Manager Brian Dissette 
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b. City Engineer Larry Halberstadt addressed City Council and provided an update 
on the bascule bridge repairs. 

 
13. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
Arnold: The first day of school went great at the high school. 
Gruber: Great job by SHAES in the Richard Wheeler Memorial Service. 
Fitzgibbon: No comment 
Klavins: No comment 
Kozlik Wall: Pay attention to the school buses and follow the rules of the road. 
Patterson: No comment 
Burr: No comment 

 
14. Adjourn 

 
Moved to adjourn by Patterson, seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:08 p.m. 

 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Kate Hosier 
Deputy City Clerk 
City of South Haven 
 
Approved by City Council: DRAFT 
 
 
 



PREPAID CURRENT TOTAL

101-GENERAL FUND 10,272.11$        59,417.65$           69,689.76$        

202-MAJOR STREET FUND -$                   -$                      -$                   

203-LOCAL STREET FUND -$                   -$                      -$                   

204-STREET FUND 43.81$               173,421.20$         173,465.01$      

226-GARBAGE/REFUSE FUND 3,262.64$          31,730.32$           34,992.96$        

250-DOWNTOWN DEVELOPMENT -$                   8,672.98$             8,672.98$          

251-LDFA #1 -$                   -$                      -$                   

252- LDFA #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

253-LDFA #3 -$                   6,802.09$             6,802.09$          

260-BROWNFIELD AUTHORITY -$                   3,100.00$             3,100.00$          

265-NARCOTICS UNIT 26.35$               -$                      26.35$               

266-POLICE TRAINING -$                   -$                      -$                   

296-RIVER MAINTENANCE -$                   -$                      -$                   

363- CAPITAL BOND -$                   -$                      -$                   

370- BUILDING AUTHORITY #2 -$                   -$                      -$                   

371-CAPITAL BOND DEBT SERV -$                   -$                      -$                   

372-WATER PLANT FUND -$                   -$                      -$                   

395-DDA DEBT SERVICE -$                   -$                      -$                   

396- DDA DISTRICT #2 -$                   47,550.00$           47,550.00$        

401-CAPITAL PROJECTS -$                   542.75$                542.75$             

402-CAPITAL PROJECTS #2 923.00$             17,384.57$           18,307.57$        

466- PAVILION AND ICE RINK -$                   -$                      -$                   

545-BLACK RIVER PARK 6,820.02$          178.89$                6,998.91$          

577-BEACH FUND 34.00$               -$                      34.00$               

582-ELECTRIC FUND 2,163,411.87$   44,910.41$           2,208,322.28$   

591-WATER FUND 39,185.22$        21,802.15$           60,987.37$        

592-SEWER FUND 52,799.36$        76,062.13$           128,861.49$      

594-MUNICIPAL MARINA 16,498.54$        69.02$                  16,567.56$        

636-INFORMATION SERVICES 3,102.95$          7,151.17$             10,254.12$        

661-MOTOR POOL 2,372.70$          6,423.88$             8,796.58$          

677-SELF INSURANCE -$                   -$                      -$                   

703-TAX FUND 1,590,067.48$   -$                      1,590,067.48$   

718-TRUST & AGENCY 500.00$             -$                      500.00$             

750-EMPLOYEE WITHHOLDING -$                   -$                      -$                   

TOTAL 3,889,320.05$   505,219.21$         4,394,539.26$   

September 21, 2015

CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 1/1Page: 09/16/2015 09:43 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 09/03/2015 - 09/07/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameCheckCheck Date

Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

500.00 RIVERFRONT CONCERT SERIES 9/3TRAVIS AUKERNAN5209909/03/2015
4,527.22 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSALLEGAN COUNTY TREASURER5210009/04/2015

11,184.00 SOUTH HAVEN ST/MONROE BLVD RELOCATION COCOMCAST5210109/04/2015
637.01 TELEPHONE 269-639-3050-082313-5FRONTIER5210209/04/2015

88,988.61 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSLAKE MICHIGAN COLLEGE5210309/04/2015
1,780.87 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONS

90,769.48 

29,405.66 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN MEMORIAL LIBRARY5210409/04/2015
588.47 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

29,994.13 

927,317.73 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONSOUTH HAVEN PUBLIC SCHOOLS5210509/04/2015
4,788.00 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

932,105.73 

78,156.99 MONTHLY REU DEBT CHARGESSOUTH HAVEN/CASCO5210609/04/2015
9,472.57 MONTHLY REU O & M CHARGES

87,629.56 

510,706.50 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTIONVAN BUREN COUNTY TREASURER5210709/04/2015
4,460.67 PROPERTY TAX COLLECTION

515,167.17 

1 TOTALS:

1,672,514.30 Total of 9 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
1,672,514.30 Total of 9 Checks:



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 1/1Page: 09/16/2015 09:51 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 08/11/2015 - 08/12/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameCheckCheck Date

Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

20,361.61 ENERGY OPTIMIZATION PROGRAMMCAAA92(E)08/11/2015
1,042,795.44 ELECTRIC USAGEAMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER91(E)08/12/2015

1 TOTALS:

1,063,157.05 Total of 2 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
1,063,157.05 Total of 2 Checks:



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 1/3Page: 09/16/2015 09:48 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 09/09/2015 - 09/16/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameCheckCheck Date

Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

923.00 FURNISH & INSTALL STRUT ANLAAN CORPORATION5210809/11/2015
30.90 MONTHLY CONTRACT 09/08 - 10/07/15APPLIED IMAGING5210909/11/2015

3,102.95 BCI BUSINESS INTERNETBLOOMINGDALE COMMUNICATIONS5211009/11/2015
3.53 UB refund for account: 20022203BRINKS, TAMI S5211109/11/2015
8.00 BEACH PARKING REFUNDBRYAN TOMLINSON5211209/11/2015
5.41 LONG DISTANCECENTURY LINK5211309/11/2015

322.58 UB refund for account: 20293002CHARLES, CAROL A5211409/11/2015
39.33 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENTWILLIAM CONKLIN5211509/11/2015
81.89 UB refund for account: 10498013CONLEY, THOMAS A5211609/11/2015
69.00 MILEAGE REIMBURSEMENTDALE CLAYTON5211709/11/2015

230.64 UB refund for account: 10096020DAVIS, KRYSTAL J5211809/11/2015
260.22 CLOTHING ALLOWANCEADAM DE BOER5211909/11/2015

381.44 CITY HALL RENTALSDOMESTIC LINEN-KALAMAZOO5212009/11/2015
1,499.12 DPW RENTALS

1,880.56 

191.94 UB refund for account: 10605018ELLIOTT, EMILY M5212109/11/2015

1,334.65 STAFFING SERVICESELWOOD STAFFING5212209/11/2015
788.80 STAFFING SERVICES

2,123.45 

5,409.69 FUELFUEL MANAGEMENT SYSTEM5212309/11/2015
31.83 UB refund for account: 13606100GAMINO, CATALINA5212409/11/2015

319.29 ENGINEERING SERVICESGRP ENGINEERING INC5212509/11/2015
334.59 PHOENIX RD SUB TRANS #2 C/A
205.53 SCADA INSTALLATION 

1,000.00 ST JOSEPH ST ELECTRIC PROJ 309

1,859.41 

500.00 BLACK RIVER PARK MANAGEMENT FEEHAPA LLC5212609/11/2015
5,581.89 MARINA MANAGER
5,533.77 MARINA & BLACK RIVER PARK OPERATIONS EXP

11,242.12 MARINA & BLACK RIVER PARK OPERATIONS EXP

22,857.78 

1,009.04 ADVERTISING & PUBLISHINGHERALD PALLADIUM5212709/11/2015
282.50 SUBSCRIPTION RENEWALHERALD PALLADIUM5212809/11/2015

8,971.06 Sum Tax Refund 80-53-027-001-00KLINGER JEFFREY P5212909/11/2015

133.60 PARK SUPPLIESLAKESHORE PAINT & ARTWORKS5213009/11/2015
30.25 STREET SUPPLIES
77.95 STREET SUPPLIES
72.00 PARK SUPPLIES
80.80 PARK SUPPLIES
80.80 PARK SUPPLIES
93.10 PARK SUPPLIES

820.00 STREET SUPPLIES

1,388.50 

280.00 UB refund for account: 20228003LAWSON, BRAD W5213109/11/2015
135.67 UB refund for account: 20153006LINDEMANN, BARBARA R5213209/11/2015
230.00 UB refund for account: 20019414MCCULLOUGH, KARLY A5213309/11/2015



CHECK REGISTER FOR CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 2/3Page: 09/16/2015 09:48 AM
User: MARGUE
DB: South Haven

CHECK DATE FROM 09/09/2015 - 09/16/2015

AmountDescriptionVendor NameCheckCheck Date

457.31 UB refund for account: 11204009MEALER, TAMMY M5213409/11/2015

17.20 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESMENARDS5213509/11/2015
15.99 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
21.46 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
69.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
47.74 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

172.37 

620.00 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUESMICHIGAN RURAL WATER ASSOC5213609/11/2015
655.00 WORKERS COMPENSATION AUDITMML WORKERS' COMP FUND5213709/11/2015
66.51 UB refund for account: 20022514MOBERG, VICKTOR O5213809/11/2015
8.00 BEACH PARKING REFUNDNICOLE JENKS5213909/11/2015

23.14 UB refund for account: 13647008NINK, JASMINE H5214009/11/2015

176.96 BOOTSOKUN BROTHERS SHOES5214109/11/2015
88.46 BOOTS

265.42 

8,532.69 Sum Tax Refund 80-53-798-025-00PELLOWE JON & ANNETTE C5214209/11/2015

115.66 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-1079814REPUBLIC SERVICES #6465214309/11/2015
3,262.64 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-1079813

3,378.30 

34.15 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESRIDGE AND KRAMER AUTO PARTS5214409/11/2015
48.80 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
37.75 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

120.70 

315.91 UB refund for account: 11434004RIGOZZI, AARON P5214509/11/2015
61.85 UB refund for account: 13538001ROSE, SUSAN L5214609/11/2015
44.79 UB refund for account: 10525027RUSSELL, MARY J5214709/11/2015
42.57 UB refund for account: 13629601SAMUEL, RUPERT C5214809/11/2015

430.00 UB refund for account: 30342006SMITH, BRADY W5214909/11/2015
18.00 BEACH PARKING REFUNDSOULEYMANE SADDY5215009/11/2015

69.30 PROPANESOUTH HAVEN FAMILY CAMPGROUND5215109/11/2015
43.20 PROPANE

112.50 

67.80 FUSESSTANDARD ELECTRIC COMPANY5215209/11/2015
43.30 CREE LAMPS

111.10 

210.00 DISTRIBUTION CERTIFICATIONS-D. GUMINSKI STATE OF MICHIGAN-DEQ5215309/11/2015

303.09 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESSTEEL CENTER SUPPLY CO5215409/11/2015
16.50 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

319.59 

365.00 CHEMICAL ANALYSISTRACE ANALYTICAL LAB INC5215509/11/2015
132.04 UB refund for account: 10438017TURNER TOLES, BRITTANY L5215609/11/2015
231.70 LAB SUPPLIESUSA BLUE BOOK5215709/11/2015
120.00 ROD SEWER - TOT LOT RON WASHEGESIC5215809/11/2015
410.00 UB refund for account: 20672007WICKHAM, JACOB L5215909/11/2015
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107.60 UB refund for account: 11266015WILLIAMS, LINDA D5216009/11/2015

264.95 MOVED RADIO TO NEW TRUCKWINKEL'S COMMUNICATION INC5216109/11/2015
264.95 MOVED RADIO TO NEW TRUCK 
390.00 RADIO SYSTEM MAINTENANCE JUL - AUG 15

919.90 

14.82 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESWOLVERINE HARDWARE5216209/11/2015
9.29 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

24.11 

98.70 REPAIRSWOODHAMS, INC , DON5216309/11/2015
404.28 PARTS
128.65 REPAIRS
116.10 REPAIRS
312.09 REPAIRS

1,059.82 

1,059,638.73 ELECTRIC USAGEAMERICAN ELECTRIC POWER93(E)09/11/2015
22,945.17 ENERGY OPTIMIZATION PROGRAMMCAAA94(E)09/11/2015

1 TOTALS:

1,153,648.70 Total of 58 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
1,153,648.70 Total of 58 Checks:
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Bank 1 FIFTH THIRD BANK

9,900.73 2015 STREET RESURFACING PROJECTS - CENTEABONMARCHE CONSULTANTS INC5216409/21/2015
30,751.08 SAW GRANT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLANS
15,833.40 SAW GRANT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN
9,045.30 SAW GRANT ASSET MANAGEMENT PLAN
5,585.00 INDIAN GROVE LIFT STATION & MONROE BLVD
1,562.50 PTERSON RAVINE MANHOLE REHABILITATION
9,914.68 ENGINEERING ASSISTANCE

542.75 BLACK RIVER PARK - CANOE/KAYAK LAUNCH
520.00 ADA IMPROVEMENTS FOR CENTER FOR THE ARTS
144.25 DEMOLITION FOR OVERTON FACTORY PROJECT 1

1,866.96 DEMOLITION FOR OVERTON FACTORY PROJECT 1
13,528.75 2015 STREET RESURFACING PROJECTS - CENTE

99,195.40 

2,575.97 CHEMICALSALEXANDER CHEMICAL CORP5216509/21/2015
1,930.00 CHLORINE

(1,100.00)DEPOSIT REFUND
(600.00)DEPOSIT REFUND

2,805.97 

12,992.00 AS-4070APPLIED SPECIALTIES INC5216609/21/2015
188.90 ANNUAL FIRE EXTINGUISHER MAINTENANCEAPPROVED FIRE PROTECTION CO5216709/21/2015

4,932.80 SPRAYINGASPLUNDH TREE EXPERT CO5216809/21/2015
4,932.80 SPRAYING
4,192.88 SPRAYING
4,932.80 SPRAYING

18,991.28 

17.97 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720AUTO-WARES GROUP5216909/21/2015
15.19 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720
2.39 REPAIR/MAINT SUPPLIES- ACCT #23300720

35.55 

212.00 SUPPLIESBEAVER RESEARCH COMPANY5217009/21/2015

467.71 TONER & HDMI SPLITTER CDW GOVERNMENT INC5217109/21/2015
63.31 HARD DRIVE
91.01 TONER
68.16 CABLES

117.45 HARD DRIVES
3,152.53 APPLE MACBOOK

3,960.17 

81.22 LONG DISTANCECENTURY LINK5217209/21/2015
572.12 PREVENTITIVE MAINTENANCE-CITY HALLCITY PLUMBING & HEATING CO5217309/21/2015

155,009.70 STREET RESURFACING PROJECTCOMPTON INC5217409/21/2015
2,903.95 BUILDING INSPECTIONSCONSTRUCTION ASSOCIATES INC5217509/21/2015

321.50 SUPPLIESEJ USA INC5217609/21/2015
1,360.08 SUPPLIES

1,681.58 
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15,749.20 GREEN FLOODING CONSTRUCTION DOCUMENTSFISHBECK, THOMPSON, CARR & HUBER5217709/21/2015
662.00 FLAGSFLAGS USA5217809/21/2015

1,000.00 RIVERFRONT CONCERT SERIES COORDINATION FOUNDRY HALL5217909/21/2015

58.39 TELEPHONE 231-197-0043-051713-5FRONTIER5218009/21/2015
170.13 TELEPHONE 269-637-3251-010165-5
126.98 TELEPHONE 269-637-5493-070711-5
29.20 TELEPHONE 616-040-1864-120202-5

1,062.87 EQUIPMENT 517-713-0162-122313-5

1,447.57 

17,384.57 DYCKMAN BRIDGE ENGINEERING SERVICESHARDESTY & HANOVER, LLP5218109/21/2015

2,525.95 REPAIRSHULL LIFT TRUCK INC5218209/21/2015
2,919.55 REPAIRS

5,445.50 

995.00 CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAMHYDRO DESIGNS INC5218309/21/2015
35.58 COVERT ELECTRICINDIANA MICHIGAN POWER5218409/21/2015

75.00 PRUNERJ & L ORCHARD SUPPLY LLC5218509/21/2015
195.49 SUPPLIES
132.65 SUPPLIES

9.00 SUPPLIES

412.14 

114.80 SUPPLIESJOHN'S STEREO  INC5218609/21/2015
29.50 PLAQUE FOR PARK BENCHJOHNNY'S LAKESHORE JEWELRY5218709/21/2015

250.10 SUPPLIESKUSTOM SIGNALS, INC5218809/21/2015
10,000.00 MAILING FEES  C-378LAKE MICHIGAN MAILERS5218909/21/2015

991.00 LAWNCARE & IRRIGATION WORKLAWN BOYS INC5219009/21/2015
250.00 ESSENTIAL BUILDING CODE STANDARD LIBRARYLINCOLN CHARTER TOWNSHIP5219109/21/2015

6,720.00 ATTORNEY SERVICESMARK A MANNING5219209/21/2015

68.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESMENARDS5219309/21/2015
37.94 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
61.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
89.15 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
64.90 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

152.35 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
25.96 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
24.34 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

116.43 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
2.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

41.49 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

684.54 

500.00 ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP DUESMICHIGAN DOWNTOWN ASSOC5219409/21/2015
155.00 MDA CONFERENCE REGISTRATION

655.00 

2,561.25 ELECTRICAL INSPECTIONSMICHIGAN TOWNSHIP SERVICES5219509/21/2015
490.00 DISTRIBUTION COURSE REGISTRATION-D. GUMIMRWA5219609/21/2015
86.00 BUSINESS CARDSPAT'S PRONTO PRINT5219709/21/2015

175.05 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESPOWER LINE SUPPLY CO5219809/21/2015
826.16 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
35.64 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
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32.60 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
189.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
106.24 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

1,463.76 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4,390.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
1,017.65 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
1,082.44 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
1,442.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

10,760.54 

289.10 SUPPLIESREPCOLITE PAINTS INC5219909/21/2015
32,898.74 DISPOSAL SERVICES 3-0646-9646005REPUBLIC SERVICES #6465220009/21/2015

142.59 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESRIDGE AND KRAMER AUTO PARTS5220109/21/2015
140.77 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

283.36 

456.75 REACTIVE SUPPORTSECANT TECHNOLOGIES5220209/21/2015
125.00 EXACQ SINGLE IP CAMERA LICENSE
228.38 REACTIVE SUPPORT
195.75 BRIDGE PROJECT

1,318.00 WINSVRSTD 201R2 

2,323.88 

308.00 CUSTOMER SERVICE PROJECT SYSTEM INSTALLASECURALARM SYSTEMS  INC5220309/21/2015
74.58 UB refund for account: 40591901SELF, JAMES M5220409/21/2015

406.93 UB refund for account: 30013004SERDEL, MALINDA K5220509/21/2015
189.00 PHYSICALSSOUTH HAVEN HEALTH SYSTEM5220609/21/2015
868.70 STIHL TRIMMER & PRUNERSOUTH HAVEN SMALL ENGINES5220709/21/2015

155.46 SUPPLIESSTAPLES ADVANTAGE5220809/21/2015
760.32 SUPPLIES

915.78 

6,802.09 QUARTERLY LOAN PAYMENT  MSC 200040-EDIGSTATE OF MICHIGAN5220909/21/2015
43.00 EXTERMINATING SERVICETERMINIX PROCESSING CENTER5221009/21/2015

724.71 DPW SUPPLIESTHAYER INC5221109/21/2015
358.56 PARKS SUPPLIES

1,083.27 

19,999.00 TREE WORKTREECORE5221209/21/2015

38.57 SHIPPING FEEUPS STORE #50805221309/21/2015
9.17 SHIPPING FEE

13.91 SHIPPING FEE
57.11 SHIPPING FEE

118.76 

47,550.00 INTEREST PAYMENTUS BANK5221409/21/2015
5,162.50 INTEREST PAYMENT 

52,712.50 

553.62 LAB SUPPLIESUSA BLUE BOOK5221509/21/2015
445.10 LAB SUPPLIES
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88.92 LAB SUPPLIES

1,087.64 

75.90 CELL PHONES 542074882-00001VERIZON WIRELESS5221609/21/2015
3,100.00 ASBESTOS RMVL. MGMT.-229 ELKENBURG STVILLA ENVIRONMENTAL CONSULTANTS5221709/21/2015
5,199.25 FERRIC CHLORIDEWEBB CHEMICAL SERVICE CORP5221809/21/2015

319.81 UB refund for account: 10296207WICKS, AUTUMN C5221909/21/2015
492.08 TIRESWINGFOOT COMMERCIAL TIRE SYSTEMS5222009/21/2015

2.29 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIESWOLVERINE HARDWARE5222109/21/2015
19.04 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
25.00 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
5.12 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
3.41 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

15.10 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
47.61 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
9.52 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
8.99 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

31.04 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
4.85 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

19.77 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
62.98 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES
18.99 MAINTENANCE SUPPLIES

273.71 

1 TOTALS:

505,219.21 Total of 58 Disbursements:

0.00 Less 0 Void Checks:
505,219.21 Total of 58 Checks:



 

 

 

Parks Commission 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Tuesday, August 11, 2015 
6:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 

                             City of South Haven 

 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Reinert at 6:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Present:  Cobbs, Fitzgibbon, McAlear, Moore, Toneman, White, Reinert 
Absent:   None 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by Fitzgibbon, second by White to approve the August 11, 2015 regular meeting 
agenda switching the position of Items10 and 8 under new business. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes for the Record – June 9, 2015 
 

Motion by Fitzgibbon, second by Toneman to accept the June 9, 2015 regular meeting 
minutes for the record. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
5. Public Comments and Inquiries Concerning Items not on the Agenda 
 

None at this time. 
 

REPORTS 
 
6. Accessible Kayak Launch at Black River Park 
 

Halberstadt noted that the Kayak Launch is located in the far southwest corner of Black 
River Park. Paul VandenBosch has been working on this project with the Harbor 
Commission and Abonmarche. Halberstadt expects to see this ready for the next boating 
season. Referred the board to the link to the You Tube video in the packet if interested in 
how it works and what it will look like. 
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McAlear has viewed the video and was positively impressed with both how it will look and 
how it will work. 

 
7. Fishing Platform at Black River Park 
 

Halberstadt noted this will go on the farthest east side of the park, on the east side of the 
channel cut, where the city garage used to be. This project is in the preliminary phases of 
planning; waiting for a formal grant award.  
 
Moore questioned the number of parking spaces indicated in the plan to which Halberstadt 
responded that staff is waiting for a more accurate rendering. Halberstadt believes there will 
be about ten spaces.  
 
Moore asked if the Harbor Commission is going to finalize this and the Parks Commission is 
just looking to which Halberstadt explained that once the plans get a little further along staff 
hopes to bring it to the commission for input.  

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
8.  Commission will be requested to review and approve four Memorial Bench Donations. 
 

Halberstadt noted these will be the typical benches you have seen in other areas of the city; 
three are requested to go on the Monroe Bluff and one in Riverfront Park. 
 
Sue Ring, 164 Hazel Street. Explained that her mother’s memorial mass and celebration of 
life will be held September 13 and family will be coming from all over. Ring wonders if there 
is any possibility the bench could be installed before September 13. 
 
Reinert asked how long these typically take. Halberstadt said if Parks Commission approves 
the donation tonight it could go to City Council Monday. Fitzgibbon asked who does the 
brass plate; Halberstadt says he believes Ryan Bosscher orders them from Johnny’s 
Lakeshore Jewelry. Fitzgibbon noted city staff does have those constraints and Ring agreed 
that she understands that. 
 
Moore had questions about how many benches can be donated and where.  
 
Fitzgibbon explained that the city has a gift policy, and it is the responsibility of the donor to 
maintain whatever they donate.  
 
Halberstadt noted the sketches included in your current agenda packet on pages fifty-two 
(52) and fifty-three (53) indicating nine (9) available spaces on Monroe Boulevard and about 
nine (9) available spaces along Riverfront Park. “After those are filled up our 
recommendation would probably be that we don’t continue putting benches on the bluff.”  
 
In response to questions about whether donors are maintaining their donations, Halberstadt 
pointed out that at the time the donation is done, we collect the funds to install, purchase 
and maintain the bench for about ten years. Halberstadt feels the more important concern 
would be what happens at the end of the life cycle of the bench. “Maintenance is one thing, 
but the bench could become too rotten to maintain. Do we go back to the original donor or 
open the space for a new donor?”  
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Moore asked what the expected life cycle of the benches is and Halberstadt believes it 
might be ten or fifteen years. Halberstadt believes some benches have already been 
removed and replaced.  
 
Reinert asked if there are any other needs in the city that donors could consider for making 
memorial donations. Halberstadt noted that there is room for two benches at the kayak 
launch and more the fishing platform.  
 
Fitzgibbon believes we should put that on the agenda and revisit it, regarding making some 
policy about this issue. Moore pointed out that the bluff could fill up by next summer. 
 
Discussion ensued about the commission getting enough information ahead of time and 
having to make a decision based on that information. Fitzgibbon noted that the commission 
depends on Halberstadt, as staff liaison, to bring us that information. McAlear thought that 
the commission was asking for a master plan. He would like to see a plan as to how many 
and where so we could approve it and pass it on to City Council. Halberstadt said we can try 
to do a master plan for the whole city, but that would be challenging. 
 
Reinert had questions about what was discussed at the last meeting about a master plan. 
Halberstadt explained that staff was trying to determine how to keep the benches spread out 
a little bit. Fitzgibbon expressed surprise that the city has so many existing benches.  
Halberstadt explained that a number of them got moved out of downtown, off of Phoenix 
Street, when we got new benches. Reinert asked if Halberstadt is looking for approval of all 
four of these benches today.  
 
Halberstadt explained that people have come forward and asked to donate memorial 
benches and staff hates to turn them away because the city is trying to come up with a 
revised policy decision.  
 
Toneman said he doesn’t think we have a question about these four benches. Discussion 
ensued regarding not feeling that there should be two benches in memorial for the same 
person, by two different donors, and the decision was made at the last meeting not to accept 
a second bench for the same person. Perhaps, Halberstadt suggested, multiple groups who 
might work together to donate a bench. Toneman said that was the point, that we need 
some specifics in a couple of years to make a decision. Reinert pointed out again that there 
may be needs in other places while the bluff and riverfront seem to be the most popular 
sites right now. Halberstadt said he is not ignoring their concerns but needs some time to 
delve more deeply into this. 
 
Fitzgibbon noted that since the Parks Commission drafted the current gift policy the town 
has grown, and donations have grown, and it is part of the Parks Commission’s 
responsibility to update that policy. Fitzgibbon asked if discussion of the gift policy can be on 
the agenda for next month.  
 
Reinert asked whether the commission can approve the four benches. 
 
Motion by McAlear and second by Fitzgibbon to approve the four memorial benches 
requested on tonight’s agenda. 
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Yeas: Cobbs, Fitzgibbon, McAlear, Toneman, White, Reinert 
Nays: Moore. 
Motion carried. 
 
Moore suggests that staff not accept new requests until a policy is approved. Halberstadt 
explained that knowing the conversation from the last meeting, he really did not want to 
bring this before the commission tonight, but he didn’t want to turn away the four (4) people 
who came forward with donation requests.  
 
Reinert suggested that commissioners need to do a little homework, give Halberstadt some 
comments so we are ready to go forward at the next meeting. Toneman asked if the agenda 
item could include other locations that benches could be put. McAlear said perhaps from 
you we could get a recommendation of where good places would be.  
 
Moore stated, “The issue is more than how many but also how long. The city is going to be 
maxed out in no time. Reinert commented that if there is a cycle, because we want our 
benches to look good and be functional, if a bench lifetime is fifteen years, perhaps staff can 
turn that location over to another donor. “There are going to be needs in the future. If we 
could identify the needs we could turn donors on to those locations.” Reinert said perhaps 
there could be benches installed at a certain location and plaques added later. Halberstadt 
suggested something could be added in the gift policy to explain that at the end of the life of 
the bench, the original donor could be contacted to see if they want to replace it. If not, 
someone else could. 
 
Fitzgibbon asked if there are benches that are already placed that could have sponsors. 
 

9. Commission will be requested to review the proposed Water Street Streetscape   
    Improvements Plan and Hillside Maintenance Plan. 
 

Halberstadt explained that staff looked into the south side of the Water Street streetscape; 
some areas never had any improvements made; areas are overgrow; there are steep 
slopes; there is erosion because people are walking down the bank between Indiana and 
the marina, looking for the beach. The whole purpose of this study was to try to identify 
potential improvements and identify potential maintenance the city would need to do on a 
regular basis to keep the bank in a good condition. Just wanted to bring it to you and have 
you look at it and get your input.  

 
Reinert asked if this area is a park. Halberstadt said it is not really a park; it is part of the 
road right-of-way. Fitzgibbon interjected that this has been talked about by City Council. 
Discussion ensued regarding some steps that exist in that area that are quite eroded; that  
people have been coming down there for years but the steps are not in good condition. 
Reinert noted that while this area looks like it could be private property it is city-owned. 
Discussion ensued regarding who maintains the area; whether the erosion is from people 
walking down there or from water run-off. McAlear asked whether Halberstadt is trying to 
suggest putting some ground cover in that area to stabilize the bluff.  Reinert noted that that 
could be a spot for some benches.  

 
Halberstadt explained that staff is asking the commission to review this information and if 
you have any comments, we can gather them at the next meeting. 
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Fitzgibbon suggested that the commissioners have this information provided by Halberstadt;  
the city wants our input; go out there and look at it so you do have an opinion. Halberstadt 
noted that this plan in front of you is not set in stone. “Don’t feel that you can’t make 
comments on this, it’s open for your input. Staff will be getting input from the Downtown 
Development Authority (DDA) and the Harbor Commission, also.  

 
Reinert said perhaps you could put this on as Old Business for the following month to which 
Halberstadt agreed.  

 
Fitzgibbons said, “We used to do a lot of field trips when she was on Parks Commission 
before. Toneman said he drives to the sites and looks at them. Reinert agreed that she does 
that, too. Fitzgibbon said that is part of what we should do as Parks Commission, visit the 
parks and give our input. 
 

10. Commission will be requested to review a request for donation of a swing bench at 
Stanley Johnston Park. 
 
Halberstadt noted this one is not on the bluff. This is a little different request; our donor is 
interested in donating a bench with some big chains connected to a structure overhead that 
you can swing back and forth on. Halberstadt noted that this will be more work for the donor 
in completing the design and he wanted to run the concept by the commission before any 
detail design work is done by the applicant.  
 
Fitzgibbon’s first impression is a liability nightmare. “If you get four or five kids swinging on 
this thing it could fall over. Are those things wide enough to support the swing?”  
 
McAlear’s concern is setting a precedent. “The next party says I want a double swing bench, 
or I want a merry-go-round.” McAlear feels it would be better to limit the bench donations to 
a standard type and also is concerned about the liability issue.  
 
Moore asked whether this construction is designed with a life expectancy for public use.  
 
Halberstadt noted that liability may be higher with a swing bench, as the opportunity for 
injury due to misuse is higher. 
 
Toneman noted that moving parts add liability.  
 
Reinert thinks consistency is important throughout the city. The donor’s Intentions are good 
but this is another situation where the city/Parks Commission needs to identify some things 
that are needed, rather than leave it up for citizens to come up with new ideas.  
 
Halberstadt suggested looking at the last Parks/Rec Plan and steer people toward things we 
need. 
 
McAlear said it is a wonderful problem to have; we have many donors but we do have to be 
very, very careful.  
 
Reinert asked if the donor is looking for approval or discussion tonight. Halberstadt said his 
intention was to bring this to the commission to see if the commission even wants staff to go 
ahead and discuss us with the donor. “It is not worth having him going through the effort of 
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preparing drawings if the idea is not wanted.” Toneman commented, “It isn’t as much that 
we don’t want it, but that we aren’t ready to want it. We don’t have to rush into this.”  
 
Moore stated that we should start with the gift policy.  
 
Reinert noted that the city needs to be cautious.  Some of the parks have a lot of space; just 
because it overlooks the river does not mean there has to be a bench provided. People can 
bring their own lawn chairs; more benches mean more maintenance.  
 
Reinert asked Halberstadt whether he is asking for a motion or just asking advice to go back 
and talk to this donor. Halberstadt reiterated, “I don’t want to put the donor through the effort 
of developing detailed plans if the concept of a swing bench is not a popular idea.” 
 
Reinert suggested that the commission talk to this issue during discussion of the gift policy.  
 
Fitzgibbons spoke about the other benches are standardized, already meet the safety 
standards and are less maintenance. Reinert agreed that the commission is trying to look at 
having a developed plan and consistency as opposed to just putting things here and there. 
 

11. Commissioner Comments           
 
Reinert: Asked for an update about the Dyckman Beach sign and landscaping. Halberstadt 
responded that this is just one of those items that he hasn’t had a chance to put together 
plans and get bids for doing it. Reinert thought it was part of the street project and 
Halberstadt explained that it was not included in that project.  
 
Reinert: Has come to understand Suzie’s concerns about the beach grasses encroaching on 
the sidewalks.  
 
Reinert: Expressed her only complaint about the bridge project is that the sidewalk could not 
be widened. Town was so packed that people were walking on the street. We are growing 
and have more visitors. 
 
McAlear: Requested an update about the numbers on the flags requested by South Haven 
Area Emergency Services (SHAES). Halberstadt said the direction was to go ahead and try 
some different sizes and colors of signs. McAlear stated this needs to be approved now. 
“The numbers on those flag posts are really important.” Fitzgibbons asked what has 
transpired within management and Halberstadt said it is just one that there has not been 
time to get kicked off. Fitzgibbon said we are giving direction that this needs to be done. 
Toneman since it is August this needs to move forward; maybe not in the final form but in 
some form. McAlear said, “Put the numbers up or let the management manage it and make 
some decisions on their own.” Fitzgibbon said it is SHAES is requesting this so she is 
surprised that the Parks Commission is being asked. Halberstadt agreed to bring it up with 
management.  
 
Toneman: Loves to look at the agenda ahead of time and wishes he could get it two weeks 
before the meeting. Moore noted we got the packet Thursday and his weekend was so 
packed. Reinert noted that city staff is in the same position, as many of us are. The follow-
up, getting it back on the agenda under old business, is important so we know what is going 
on.  
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Reinert noted that before Larry (Halberstadt) did this someone else did this and it was an 
entire position.  
 
Moore asked what process is there to determine how far ahead of time we can get an 
agenda. Fitzgibbon said you can always add to the agenda if you need to. Halberstadt said 
in the case of City Council agendas there is a draft agenda issued and then a final agenda is 
added later. 
 
White: Agrees with Fitzgibbon about looking at the sites. Has lived here for eighteen years 
but is not familiar with all the sites and would like to schedule a time to go to these sites and 
see what is there. Fitzgibbons suggested maybe if we don’t have an agenda we could do a 
field trip. Reinert commented, “If we can find a parking place in the summer.” Reinert 
encouraged people to get out there and see things even if not with a group. 

 
12. Adjourn 

 
Motion by Toneman, second by McAlear to adjourn at 6:58 p.m. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 



Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum Memorial Fund, Inc.     “Foundation” 

 Board of Trustees           Meeting Minutes              August 18, 2015 

Board Members Present: Anne Long, Joan Hiddema, Bill Lundy, John Stempien 

Board Members Absent: Melanie Gleiss, Cindy McAlear, Robin Reva, Rebecca Linstrom, Todd Robbins 

City Council Repetitive Present: Clark Gruber 

Interim Director Present: Michael Fiedorowicz 

 

Anne Long, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7 P.M. It was noted that Long would be taking minutes. 

It was moved by Trustee Hiddema to accept the July 21, 2015 minutes and seconded by Trustee 
Stempien. Motion passed. 

It was moved by City Council Representative Gruber to accept the August 5, 2015 Special Meeting 
minutes with spelling corrections and seconded by Trustee Stempien. Motion passed. 

Treaurer’s Report‐ Trustee Hiddema 

Checking Account Balance:  $20,773.30 

McNeil Endowment:              $13,128.49 

South Haven Foundation:        $5,000.00 

Director’s Report‐ Michael Fiedorowicz 

 Management 
 Derek Nightingale's term at the museum ended July 30.  He was able to tidy up the storage room, 
transfer collection items into appropriate boxes and bring a new laptop on-line with Past Perfect, Office, etc.  
He was quite helpful around the museum and allowed me flexibility in my schedule during the Budding 
Naturalist camp. 

 I would like to launch the Marketing Committee to improve our website, our on-line media presence: 
facebook, (and Linked In, Google +, etc.), and general public image of the museum.  We are working on a 
new logo which affords us the opportunity to design and add new signs to define the boundary of our park, 
redesign the Bailey Bulletin and brochures among other things.  I think that the committee should include some 
helpful non-board members when possible.  If we can draw on expertise from the community I think we could 
benefit.   
 I emailed board members the most recent version of the new logo design it incorporates an original 
dandelion design by Sue Hadaway at Do-It, Corp.  She sent color and black and white versions. 
 
Collections and Exhibitions 
 I want to launch the Collections & Exhibitions committee so that planning can proceed with the 
temporary horticulture-oriented exhibition next summer.  Ideas are being floated and it is time to start 



planning, decide on the core story of the show, the writing, what objects need to added, programs to support 
the show and costs. 
 I also see this group as a possible working group for the Museum Assessment Program (MAP) 
collections management work.  The program has a workbook and many steps leading to a formal professional 
assessment of the collection and its stewardship.   That will in turn direct us to actually implement the 
improvements.   
 Our participation in the American Alliance of Museums MAP is based on our application that was 
selected from the best that were submitted, it is a competitive national program.  It is funded by the federal 
Institute of Libraries and Museum Services a sister agency to the National Endowment for the Arts and National 
Endowment for the Humanities.  We participate without any fee, due to our size and need.  I will be seeking 
the peer assessor to visit as part of the program. 
 
Education and Lectures programs 
 The July Bailey's Budding Naturalists was a great success with about 21 kids every day.  In the second 
session some only opted for two or three days.  Feedback for the BBN from parents has been overwhelmingly 
positive.  At the July 26 Sunday Social 49 people attended (five of them kids), fewer kids than the June Social.  
At the June 28 Social 31 kids and 76 adults attended.    
 The Brown Bag talk by John Stempien on July 29 had 15 attend.  In July we had 1,193 visitors, which 
include those "attending" our table at the farmers market and the garden walk.  In June we had 1,069 total 
visitors which include BBNs, Voices from the Land participants, and general visitors. 
 The events on the opening weekend of The Holy Earth: Bailey's Vision at 100, were well attended with 
38 at the opening and talk by John Stempien and 66 at the reception and lecture by John Linstrom. 
 The 'House' concert we hosted in the McNeill August 11, which was produced by Foundry Hall, had 
17 attend.  The Museum made $20 of the total proceeds.   
 
Public Relations and Advocacy 
 I spoke to the South Haven Rotary Club on August 11.  I gave them a brief "what's on show now" and 
what we are working on, regarding planning and the future.  The talk was well-received by the 50 or so 
attending.   
 I participated in the Lighthouse Sit August 7, to help H.A.S.H. raise money for the restoration.  
Surprisingly I was not expected to do anything but hang-out on the balcony for two hours.  I felt assisting 
Burkert's efforts (She is the chair of the capital campaign) would strengthen the relationship with her and 
H.A.S.H.  
 I also attended a community meeting by the Department of Natural Resources/ Kal haven Trail 
Heritage group.  The group is a coalition of stakeholders interested in adding 'heritage' to the trail, meaning 
they want to add relevant historical markets, sculpture, or attractions to the existing trail.  Several trail parks 
around Michigan have done this with impressive effect.  There is an 'Iron' history trail up north that is quite 
interesting, covering the story of iron mining. 
 The hope is that our trail can tell a local story.  We need to share our connection to the rail path from 
South Haven to Kalamazoo. 
 
Grants 
 Derek and I listened in on the public grant review for our Michigan Council for Arts and Cultural 
Affairs request and the reviewers' comments sounded positive.   

 

Derek Nightingale's report on his work:  

 Accomplished: 

 Organized collections room (Majority of my time) 
o Housed most objects in proper archival storage 
o Labelled boxes 
o  updated artifact information in Past Perfect 



 Set‐Up new laptop 
o Added Microsoft Word to it 
o Added Past Perfect  
o Networked to laptop to the desktop 
o Added Past Perfect upgrade to both computers and networked program together 

 Submitted recommendation for baptismal gown display 
 Helped install Holy Earth exhibit 

In Progress: 

 Archive/Ephemera organization 
 Cataloguing archaeological artifacts 
 Adding new(er) additions to collection 

o John Linstrom additions to library 
 Adding/Determining what to do with undocumented artifacts 

o Stanley Johnson artifacts (no records in accession records)   

It was noted by Trustee Stempien in regard to Derek Nightengale’s report to check Past Perfect to find 
information about the Stanley Johnson artifacts. Discussion of the items was entertained and 
determined that the gavel was gifted by Paul Rood, and the other items were given to museum by 
Stanley Johnson’s son.  Deed of Gift needs to be acquired. 

Trustee Hiddema agreed to be on the marketing committee and expressed that Sue Hadaway be asked 
for her input. City Council Representative Gruber suggested that contact be made with LMC to find if 
they have students involved in technology who might help at the museum. The outcome of this 
committee is to better our electronic presence and create a dynamic hard copy presentation. 

Newsletter will be published this fall. 

 Trustees Stempien and Long agreed to be part of Collections and Exhibitions Committee. 

New Business: 

It was agreed to table the change of Michael’s title from interim to director. Trustee Stempien 
addressed the need for the board to be surveyed so that they could create an annual evaluation. The 
survey will be sent electronically to all board members and ask the board to list Michael’s strengths, 
challenges and weaknesses. The results will be shared at the September Meeting along with Michael’s 
written report of his accomplishments and challenges for the period of August 2014 through 2015. 

Executive Committee will align the results of our strategic planning workshop into the standing 
committee flow chart. This will be presented at the September meeting. 

Fenn Valley is willing to host another tour and food event in September. All of their costs for the August 
event were donated. 



Trustee Lundy will contact the service for the installation of the south porch railings. It was noted that 
Abonmarche is revising the museum building’s maintenance plan and a survey will be done of the land 
that is considered to be the Bailey Park. Roger Huff is on medical leave and contact is to be with Larry 
Halberstadt, 637‐0770. 

Information about the carriage barn is available so signage for the building can be pursued. 

Michael Fiedorowicz presented samples of a logo created by Sue Hadaway from Do‐It. It was 
recommended that he contact Sue to determine the cost of going from three to two color separation 
and ask about resolution when the size of the logo is changed. 

Floor: 

Trustee Stempien gave an Art Break presentation at the KIA about Bailey’s glass plate negatives and 
photography. Ninety plus people attended and some pointed out that they were going to visit the 
museum. 

Motion to adjourn at 8:04 by Trustee Stempien and seconded by City Council Representative Clark 
Gruber. Motion passed. 

 

Respectfully Submitted by,  

Anne Long, Chair 



City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

September 21, 2015 

 
 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item  

Request to grant an exception to Section 86-156 of the Code of Ordinances; 
Sewer Connection Agreement 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 
The Belgravia site is a former factory built around 1916. The property is located at 125 
Elkenburg Street and consists of 2.14 acres of land with a brick building up to three stories high. 
The factory was used for various purposes, including pipe organ assembly, picture frame 
construction, wood working, and cyanide-based metal plating. Former businesses at the site 
disposed of their chemical waste to a septic tank, which discharged to a drain field and the 
sewer system. The plating company filed for bankruptcy around 1979. A developer purchased 
the site in 1997 and converted the building into a fitness center and condominiums. 
 
The State of Michigan considers this an “orphan site” where there is no liable party or company 
responsible for cleanup.  The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) 
Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) contracted with Global Remediation 
Technologies, Inc. (GRT) to provide environmental engineering related to this site. 
 
GRT on behalf of the MDEQ RRD has requested a variance to the Code of Ordinances under 
Section 86-156, titled Stormwater Disposition. The purpose of the request is to assist with 
satisfying a portion of the Belgravia Site Environmental Concern; a slowly migrating chemical 
impact. The details of the request are included in the attached documents and will be presented 
to City Council. City staff and the city’s Industrial Pretreatment Program (IPP) Consultant 
reviewed the information relative to effects on the Waste Water Treatment Plant, its permit, and 
the receiving waters with GRT and requested additional clarifications and safeguards which 
were included in Addendum #1. The city’s IPP Consultant states that the risk to the city and 
surface water from this discharge appears to be minimal at this time. 
 
At the July 27, 2015 regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities (BPU), GRT presented the 
attached Request for Variance to the Ordinance under Section 86-156, titled Stormwater 
Disposition and Addendum #1. After extensive review and discussion, the BPU provided 
unanimous approval of a recommendation to City Council “to grant the Department of 
Environmental Quality permission to plumb sump discharge piping into the sanitary sewer from 
residential sewers at 107 Orchard Drive and 108 Orchard Drive for a period up to seven (7) 
years or whenever the sampling results fall below a certain threshold to be submitted.” The BPU 
also requested a definition of the threshold for disconnection.  This was then provided by GRT 
in Addendum #2. 
 
Following the BPU’s recommendation, the city attorney reviewed the file and determined that 
the requested variance is not actually needed, because of Section 86-96 of the city code 
permits the city to enter into agreements for the treatment of wastewater of an unusual 
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character.  Accordingly, the city attorney prepared an agreement which authorizes GRT to 
plumb sump discharge piping into the sanitary sewer from the Belgravia site, as requested. 
 
GRT and MDEQ have both reviewed the draft agreement and have indicated that the document 
is acceptable.   
 
Recommendation: 
 
City Council should consider approval of the Sewer Discharge Agreement with Global 
Remediation Technologies, on behalf of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality. 
 
Support Material: 
 
Request for Variance 
Addendum #1 
Addendum #2 
Ordinance Sec. 86-96 
Ordinance Sec. 86-156 
Sewer Discharge Agreement 
BPU Meeting Minutes; Agreement Approval 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

June 24, 2015 
 
 
Mr. Roger Huff, Director 
Department of Public Works 
1199 8th Avenue 
South Haven, Michigan 49090-5319 
 
 
RE: Request for Variance to the Ordinance  

Section 86-156 Stormwater Disposition 
Belgravia Site: Environmental Concern 
MDEQ DMB File No. 761/07073.SAR 

  
 
Dear Mr. Huff: 
 
Global Remediation Technologies, Inc. on behalf of the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) presents this Request for Variance 
to the Ordinance under Section 86-156, titled Stormwater Disposition to the Board of Public Utilities 
and to the City Council. If granted the variance will assist with satisfying a portion of the Belgravia Site 
Environmental Concern; a slowly migrating chemical impact which emanates from 125 Elkenburg, 
South Haven, Van Buren County, Michigan.  The backup documentation for this request and 
associated benefits (for the City of South Haven and the Environment) are described herein. 
 
Sump Discharge Sample Results 
Table 1 presents the results of sampling residential sumps and Storm Sewers (SS) in the vicinity of 
125 Elkenburg.  Residential dwellings located at 107 and 108 Orchard are in a vulnerable location 
due to the groundwater flow direction and position of the chemical plume described later in this 
document.  This comparison Table 1 presents chemical results of sump discharge sampling and 
shows that these concentrations are within acceptable MDEQ-RRD values for groundwater naturally 
venting residual chemicals to the surface water interface (i.e. GSI). Although natural venting of 
chemicals at these values would be a regulatory acceptable practice, pumping impacted water to a 
storm sewer is not an acceptable practice.  Therefor we  
Request your permission to plumb sump-discharge piping into sanitary sewer from residential 
dwellings located at 107 and 108 Orchard Drive and provide the following information in consideration 
of your granting this request. 
 
WWTP Acceptance Values 
Appendix A describes the sump discharge volume estimates while Table 2 presents calculations of 
the chlorinated volatile organic compounds (CVOCs) that would result from this sump discharge 
acceptance.  Please note that Table 1 describes a trichloroethylene value acceptable in drinking 
water (DW) as 5 ug/L.  Table 2 resultant calculations demonstrate that the concentration after 
passing through the plant would be 0.002 ug/L prior to any affected actual reduction by the plant 
treatment process. 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Belgravia Site - Groundwater Flow and Chemical Plume 
Appendix B presents groundwater flow from the Belgravia Site principally toward 108 Orchard in the 
shallow horizon.  Appended figures within Appendix A also show the position of CVOCs in the 
shallow and intermediate horizons; trending toward 108 and 107 Orchard respectively.   
 
Belgravia Site - Target Zone for Treatment (Red-Line) and Soil Lithology Profile 
Appendix C depicts Zones of Chemical Impact by magnitude of chemical present.  The inner most 
red-line identifies the most highly impacted region of the site; i.e. TCE concentrations above the soil 
saturation limit (Csat).  This is the MDEQ-RRDs targeted area for treatment of the most chemically 
impacted soil on site.  The cross section of Appendix C presents the location of the sump collection 
system relative to the chemical position that will undergo treatment; revealing that groundwater from 
near surface enter the sump and not the highly concentrated chemical impact zone. 
  
Benefits of Sump Discharge Connections 
The benefits recognized by granting this variance request include the following; 

 Direct chemical discharge to the storm sewer (which eventually flows to Lake Michigan) without 
treatment is eliminated 

 This connection is protective of human health and the environment 
 The residential community does not have low-level chemically impacted water flowing in the 

storm sewer through its neighborhoods 
 Cooperation with MDEQ-RRDs chemical clean-up plan will ultimately protect property values 

which we feel will be recognized reducing chemicals in the local environment 
 
Proposed Sampling Plan 
It is proposed that the subject sump discharge is sampled on quarterly basis through December of 
2016 followed by semi-annual sampling in 2017 and 2018.  Annual sampling is proposed thereafter 
until results suggest that the plumbing connection is made back to storm sewer. 
 
Annual Reporting and Disconnect Evaluation 
A letter report will be submitted to the Board of Public Utilities during the first quarter of each year 
which presents the results of sampling in years prior.  Each report will discuss if the results allow for 
the recommendation that the plumbing is disconnected from the WWTP sanitary sewer piping. 
 
On behalf of the MDEQ-RRD we hereby request permission to plumb the sump discharge piping into 
the sanitary sewer for two residential dwellings located at 107 and 108 Orchard Drive.  If you have 
any questions, please contact me (231-941-8622) or Ray Spaulding (269-567-3532), Senior 
Environmental Quality Analyst for MDEQ-RRD. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
 
GLOBAL REMEDIATION TECHNOLOGIES, INC. 
  

 
 
Richard Raetz, P.E. 
Senior Project Manager 
 
Enclosures: 
 



Table 1
Summary of CIS 1,2‐DCE TCE  Results ‐ Sump and Storm Sewer Samples

Belgravia

Sample ID Plochocki Sump Taylor Sump
SS‐BELGRAVIA 

YARD
Sump 107 
ORCHARD

Sump 108 
ORCHARD

SS‐ELKENBURG ST SS‐AYLWORTH CT SS‐PARKING LOT
Sump 108 
ORCHARD

Sump 107 
ORCHARD

Sample Date 4/13/2005 4/21/2005 4/15/2009 4/15/2009 4/15/2009 4/16/2009 4/16/2009 4/16/2009 4/21/2015 4/21/2015

Total VOCs  10 0 40 34 0 7 35 5 3 53

cis‐1,2‐Dichloroethylene 9.6 < 40 34 < 7.4 35 5.2 2.6 5.9 70 620 93,000
Trichloroethylene N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A N/A < 47 5 200 2,200

NOTES:
1.  Presented in ug/L (ppb) against Part 201 residential criteria
2.  < = Less than method detection limit
3.  N/A = Not Available
4.  NA = Not Applicable
5.  ID = Inadequate data to develop criterion
6. NLV=Not Likely to Volatilize
7. Only compounds with detections are presented
9. X= The GSI criterion shown in the generic cleanup criteria tables is not protective for surface water that is used as a drinking water source

 8. Criterion are based on the December 30, 2013 MDEQ revision.

9. SS = Storm Sewer
BOLD=Exceeds one or more Part 201 Cleanup Criteria
Exceeds two or more Part 201 Cleanup Criteria
Exceeds three or more Part 201 Cleanup Criteria
DWC=Drinking Water  Criteria
GSIC=Groundwater‐Surface Water Interface Criteria
GVIAIC=Groundwater Volatilization to Indoor Air Inhalation Criteria

Part 201 DWC Part 201 GSIC Part 201 GVIAIC

1 of 1



Table 2
107 108 Orchard Drive 

Sump Discharge Chemical Concentration ‐ Calculated Averages

RE: Estimate mass loading to WWTP ‐ May 21, 2015
 
Given the following Estimated Parameter's:

Sump Flow Volume Est.
Quarterly flow from 107 Orchard (gal) 5,400
Quarterly flow from 108 Orchard (gal) 20,250
Daily flow from WWTP (gal) 1,500,000

Chemical Concentration in Sump Discharge
DCE concentrations in 107 Orchard (ug/l) 5.9
TCE concentrations in 107 Orchard (ug/l) 47
DCE concentrations in 108 Orchard (ug/l) 2.6
TCE concentrations in 108 Orchard (ug/l) 0

Quarterly flow divided by 91.5 (30.5 days time three months)
Daily flow from 107 Orchard (gal) 59
Daily flow from 108 Orchard (gal) 221

Combined influent concentration from 107 and 108 ((VOCs of 107 Orchard x Flow) + (VOCs of 108 Orchard x Flow))/Total Flow
Note assumes no degradation of VOC's on way to plant
Plant Influent DCE concentrations (ug/l) 3.29
Plant Influent TCE concentrations (ug/l) 11.95

Calculated effect of effluent VOCs assuming no dedgration through WWTP*
* (Combined Influent Concentration from Sumps X sump flow divided by plant flow)
Plant effluent concentrations (assuming other water is non‐detect and sump water is not degraded through plant)
Plant Effluent DCE concentrations (ug/l) 0.000615623
Plant Effluent TCE concentrations (ug/l) 0.00223237

Averaging Calculations
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Richard Raetz

From: Eric Benson <eric@grtusa.com>
Sent: Thursday, May 21, 2015 11:23 AM
To: Dmulac@south-haven.com
Cc: Richard Raetz; 'Spaulding, Ray (DEQ)'
Subject: Sump Plumbing to Sanitary
Attachments: Sump-107 &108 Lab Results 1504159_2 ENVReport 05 05 2015 1437.pdf; South Haven 

WWTP calculations.xlsx

Dave,  
Thanks for your time this morning to discuss the request we are making.  As we spoke earlier today the groundwater 
plume originating from the former Belgravia Site (Site) located at 125 Elkenburg Street, South Haven, Van Buren County, 
Michigan has impacted the sumps at 107 and 108 Orchard drive at low levels for Cis‐1,2‐Dichloroethylene (DCE) and 
Trichloroethylene (TCE).  It has been confirmed that both of these sumps are currently going to the storm sewer and it is 
the intention of the State of Michigan to receive permission from your department to plumb these over to the sanitary 
sewer.  Attached are the recent lab results (collected 4/21/15) for total VOC’s from the sumps in the two residences with 
the following results: 
 
107 Orchard 
DCE = 5.9 ug/l 
TCE = 47 ug/l 
 
108 Orchard 
DCE = 2.6 ug/l 
TCE = non‐detect < 1 ug/l 
 
The following estimated flow rates were based on homeowners input and divided into quarterly (3 month inputs) 

I. Estimated Flow Rates 
i. 107 Orchard Lisa K. Reports that sump comes on occasionally in Spring after snow melt and 

rains.   
1. Q1 Estimate  

a. 8 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 1800 gal 
2. Q 2 Estimate  

a. 24 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 5400 gal 
3.  Q3 Estimate  

a. 8 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 1800 gal 
4. Q 4 Estimate  

a. 24 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 5400 gal 
i. TOTAL YEARLY ESTIMATE 14,450 

 
ii. 108 Orchard Norma C. Reports that sump comes on frequently in Spring after snow melt and 

rains.   
1. Q1 Estimate  

a. 9 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 2,025 gal 
2. Q 2 Estimate  

a. 90 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 20,250 gal 
3.  Q3 Estimate  

a. 9 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 2,025 gal 
4. Q 4 Estimate  
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a. 90 x per month x 3 month x 15 gpm x 5 minutes = 20,250 gal 
ii. TOTAL YEARLY ESTIMATE 44,550 

 
Attached with this data is an excel table that will calculate the mass loading that your system would be expected to 
see.  Your consultant can make changes to the flow rate of the sumps, your system, and concentrations to see what 
effect this may have on your effluent levels.  As a quick screen I assumed the Sumps highest flow with the current 
concentrations and assuming no degradation of VOC’s to and through your plant (estimated at 1.5 million gallons per 
day).  Bottom line is the max TCE effluent concentration would be approximately 0.002 ug/l (the drinking water level is 5 
ug/l and the GSI is 200 ug/l).  I do not know what your discharge limit is for TCE but I expect it is 5 ug/l or greater.  Feel 
free to call me with any questions you or Al may have during this review. 
 
Again thanks for your time this morning and I hope this clears up some of your concerns. 
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Belgravia Site 
o Treatment Zone Options 
o Cross-Section A-A’ 

Note: Basement Profile (Depth Estimated) 
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ADDENDUM #1 

To the June 24, 2015 Request for Variance to the Ordinance, Section 86-156 Stormwater 
Disposition, Belgravia Site: Environmental Concern, MDEQ DMB File No. 761/07073.SAR 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted to: Mr. Roger Huff, Director 

Department of Public Works 
1199 8th Avenue 
South Haven, Michigan 49090-5319 
 

Submittal Date: July 8, 2015 
 
Global Remediation Technologies, Inc. on behalf of the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) submits this Addendum #1 to the 
Request for Variance to the Ordinance under Section 86-156, titled Stormwater Disposition to the 
Board of Public Utilities and to the City Council.  
 
This addendum contains the following elements of commitment. 
 

I. Sunset Date for Sump Plumbing Disconnect from Sanitary Sewer Piping (residential dwellings 
located at 107 and 108 Orchard Drive) 
a. Per the June 24, 2015 document submittal each Annual Letter Report will include an 

evaluation of the site conditions, sump discharge water chemistry and render a 
decision if the plumbing can be disconnected.   

b. This Addendum # 1 hereby puts forth that MDEQ-RRD will be required to disconnect 
the system on or before August 31, 2022 (i.e. within seven years after connection).  It 
is understood that the sole authority to establish a new sunset date (beyond August 
31, 2022) rest with the Board of Public Utilities and City Council; should impact levels 
suggest connection remain. 
 

II. Action Plan for Pre-treatment or Immediate Disconnection 
a. Per Table 1 of the June 24, 2015 document submittal the MDEQ Part 201 regulatory 

acceptable value for groundwater venting to surface (GSI) is 620 ug/L 
cis‐1,2‐Dichloroethylene and 200 ug/L Trichloroethylene.  Although the sump 
discharge water to sanitary will immediately mix with hundreds upon thousands 
gallons of waste water, from the neighboring homes and subdivisions respectively, a 
laboratory exceedance value of 3 times GSI (i.e.1860 ug/L cis‐1,2‐Dichloroethylene 
and 600 ug/L Trichloroethylene) will trigger immediate re-sampling for two 
consecutive months.   

b.  This Addendum # 1 hereby puts forth that if the re-sampled sump discharge water 
exceeds 3 times GSI then MDEQ-RRD will be required to equip the sump discharge 
with granular activated carbon pre-treatment or disconnect from the sanitary system. 

 
Note: All sump discharge laboratory analytical results will be sent to the WWTP Superintendent within 
30 days of receipt throughout the year.  The WWTP Superintendent will be sent each Annual Letter 
Report prepared for the Board of Public Utilities and City Council.    



 

 

 

ADDENDUM #2 

To the June 24, 2015 Request for Variance to the Ordinance, Section 86-156 Stormwater 
Disposition, Belgravia Site: Environmental Concern, MDEQ DMB File No. 761/07073.SAR 

 
 
Respectfully Submitted to: Mr. Roger Huff, Director 

Department of Public Works 
1199 8th Avenue 
South Haven, Michigan 49090-5319 
 

Submittal Date: August 4, 2015 
 
Global Remediation Technologies, Inc. on behalf of the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (MDEQ) Remediation and Redevelopment Division (RRD) submits this Addendum #2 to the 
Request for Variance to the Ordinance under Section 86-156, titled Stormwater Disposition to the 
Board of Public Utilities (BPU) and to the City Council.  
 
This addendum contains the following elements of commitment. 
 

I. Whereas Addendum #1 sets forth a Sunset Date for Sump Plumbing Disconnect from Sanitary 
Sewer Piping (residential dwellings located at 107 and 108 Orchard Drive) and commits 
that each Annual Letter Report will include an evaluation of the site conditions, sump 
discharge water chemistry and render a decision if the plumbing can be disconnected, 
this Addendum #2 adds the following commitment. 
 
a.   Should the sump discharge water chemistry be within acceptable drinking water 

standards(1) for a period of six-months then the sump discharge will be sampled 
again in 90 days following this observation.  If the results of that sample event 
demonstrate that the sump discharge remains within acceptable drinking water 
standards then the system will be disconnected by the MDEQ-RRD or its consultant 
in a timely manner acceptable to the residence and the BPU. 

 
Note (1): Acceptable drinking water standards per MDEQ Part 201 Risk Based Screening Levels; i.e. 
Trichloroethylene 5 ug/L and Cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene 70 ug/L. 
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In addition to the standby charge for water, a usage charge is levied which is based solely on 
the amount of water which is registered on the water meter each billing period.  This rate shall 
be as follows:

(1) 1st 2,500 cubic feet:    $2.1700 per 100 cubic feet

(2) Over 2,500 but not over 25,000 cubic feet    $1.9700 per 100 cubic feet

(3) Over 25,000 cubic feet    $1.9100 per 100 cubic feet

(Code 1965, Sec. 7.02; Ord. No. 742, Sec. 1A, 7-1-91; Ord. No. 781, Sec. 1, 7-1-93; Ord. No. 
838, Sec. 1, 9-3-96; Ord. No. 842, Sec. 1, 4-7-97; Ord. No. 860, Sec. 1, 7-1-98; Ord. No. 872, 7-
1-99; Ord. No. 886, Sec. 1, 8-7-00; Ord. No. 887, Sec. 1, 6-18-01; Ord. No. 902, 08-19-02; Ord. 
No. 944, Sec. 2, 06-19-06; Ord No. 956; Sec. 2, 06-18-07; Ord. No. 964, Sec. 2, 06-16-08; Ord. 
No. 971, Sec. 2, 06-15-09; Ord. No. 982, Sec. 2, 06-21-2010; Ord. No. 992, Sec. 2, 06-20-2011;
Ord. No. 1002, Sec. 2, 06-17-2013; Ord. No. 1012, Sec. 2, 06-16-2014)

Sec. 86-73. Rural water usage rate, outside the city limits.

Township water usage rates will be collected at the same rate as City usage rates. 
Township standby service fees will be as established by the Casco and South Haven 
Townships Water and Sewer Authority but will include Capital Replacement/Improvement fee 
and the readiness to serve fee as established by this ordinance.

(Code 1965, Sec. 7.02; Ord. No. 742, Sec. 1B, 7-1-91; Ord. No. 781, Sec. 1, 7-1-93; Ord. No. 
838, Sec. 1, 9-3-96; Ord. No. 842, Sec. 1, 4-7-97; Ord. No. 860, Sec. 1, 7-1-98)

Secs. 86-74--86-95. Reserved.

ARTICLE IV. SEWER SERVICE

DIVISION 1. GENERALLY

Sec. 86-96. Treatment by city by special agreement.

No statement contained in this article shall be construed as preventing any special
agreement or arrangement between the city and any industrial concern whereby an industrial 
waste of unusual strength or character may be accepted by the city for treatment, subject to 
equitable payment therefore by the industrial concern as set forth in formula.

(Code 1965, Sec. 6.14)

Sec. 86-97. Protection from damage.

No unauthorized person shall maliciously, willfully, or negligently break, damage, 
destroy, uncover, deface or tamper with any structure, appurtenance, or equipment which is a 
part of the municipal sewage works. Any person violating this provision shall be subject to 
immediate arrest under charge of disorderly conduct.

(Code 1965, Sec. 6.15)

bdissette
Rectangle



UTILITIES 

 
Sec. 86-141. Supervision of connection of building sewer to public sewer. 
 
 The applicant for the building sewer permit shall notify the city when the building sewer 
is ready for inspection and connection to the public sewer. The connection shall be made under 
the supervision of the city superintendent or his representative. 
 
(Code 1965, Sec. 6.07(k)) 
 
Sec. 86-142. Guarding of excavations. 
 
 All excavations for building sewer installation shall be adequately guarded with 
barricades and lights so as to protect the public from hazard. Streets, sidewalks, parkways, and 
other public property disturbed in the course of the work shall be restored in a manner 
satisfactory to the city. 
 
(Code 1965, Sec. 6.07(l)) 
 
Secs. 86-143--86-155. Reserved. 
 

DIVISION 4. SEWER USE 
 
Sec. 86-156. Stormwater disposition. 
 
(a) No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any stormwater, surface water, 
groundwater, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted 
industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer. 
 
(b) Stormwater and all other unpolluted drainage shall be discharged to such sewers as are 
specifically designated as combined sewers or storm sewers, or to a natural outlet approved by 
the appropriate state agency. Industrial cooling water or unpolluted process waters may be 
discharged upon approval of the appropriate state agency, to a storm sewer or natural outlet. 
 
(Code 1965, Sec. 6.08) 
 
Sec. 86-157. Interceptors. 
 
 Grease, oil, and sand interceptors shall be provided when, in the opinion of the city, they 
are necessary for the proper handling of liquid wastes containing grease in excessive amounts, 
or any flammable wastes, sand, or other harmful ingredients; except that such interceptors shall 
not be required for private living quarters or dwelling units. All interceptors shall be of a type and 
capacity approved by the city and shall be located as to be readily and easily accessible for 
cleaning and inspection. 
 
(Code 1965, Sec. 6.10) 
 
Sec. 86-158. Sewage flow determination. 
 
 To determine the sewage flow from any establishment, the board of public utilities may 
use one of the following methods: 
 

CD86:17 
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SEWER DISCHARGE AGREEMENT 

This Sewer Discharge Agreement is made as of ____________, 2015, between the City of South Haven, 
a Michigan municipal corporation, the principal business address of which is 539 Phoenix Street, South 
Haven, MI 49090 (the “City”), and Global Remediation Technologies, Inc., a Michigan corporation, the 
registered address of which is 1102 Cass Street, Traverse City, MI 49684, which is a professional 
consulting firm acting on behalf of the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality as its owners 
representative (“GRT”). 

RECITALS 

A. The property commonly known as 125 Elkenburg Street, South Haven, Michigan, is the former site of 
an industrial manufacturing facility first developed about 1916 that was used for wood-working, metal 
plating, pipe organ production, picture frame production, and wood storage, among other uses, commonly 
known as the “Belgravia Site.” 

B. GRT is a professional consulting firm under contract to the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality (“MDEQ”) to provide engineering design and trade contractor oversight for purposes of 
remediating environmental contamination on and around the Belgravia Site. 

C. A groundwater plume originating on the Belgravia Site is impacting the sumps on adjacent properties 
commonly known as 107 and 108 Orchard Drive, South Haven, Michigan (the “Orchard Properties”) 
resulting in low levels of Cis-1,2-Dichloroethylene and Tricholoroethylene. 

D. The sumps on the Orchard Properties are currently flowing into the City’s storm sewer system. 

E. As part of its remediation activities, GRT seeks permission from the City to plumb discharge from the 
sumps on the Orchard Properties into the City’s sanitary sewer system.  

F. Section 86-96 of the South Haven City Code authorizes the City to accept waste of an unusual 
character from an industrial concern for equitable payment set forth by formula. 

G. The City has determined that the amounts of discharge from the sumps will be insignificant and that 
metering the discharge would not be economically feasible. 

H. The City has further determined that it is equitable for GRT to pay a flat monthly fee in an amount 
equal to the standby service fee for a property with a standard-size 5/8" or 3/4" meter sanitary sewer pipe.   

I. The parties are entering into this Agreement pursuant to Code Section 86-96 to establish terms and 
conditions for the requested connection of discharge outlets to the City’s sanitary sewer system. 

TERMS AND CONDITIONS 

In exchange for the consideration in and referred to by this Agreement, the parties agree as follows. 

1. Plumbing Connection.  GRT is authorized to connect the discharge outlets from the sumps on the 
Orchard Properties into sanitary drainage piping located on the Orchard Properties.  GRT makes this 
connection to and use of the sanitary sewer system conditional upon compliance with all applicable City 
ordinances, resolutions, policies, and practices (to the extent not modified by this Agreement), and all 
applicable state and federal laws, rules, regulations, and permit requirements. 

2. Fees and Charges.  As payment for the treatment of the sump discharge, the City shall receive a flat 
monthly fee, the total amount of which shall be equal to the sewer standby service fee for a property with 
a 5/8" or 3/4" water meter, as provided in Section 86-171 of the City’s Code of Ordinances.  Accordingly, 
the monthly fee as of the effective date of this Agreement shall be $22.72, but shall be subject to change 
by ordinance amendment.  The parties contemplate that the fee will be paid through GRT as 
representative of the MDEQ, but the City shall accept payment from other entities so long as timely made.  
Remedies for non-payment or late payments shall be in accordance with applicable City ordinances, 
resolutions, policies and practices.   

3. Compliance Monitoring.  During the term of this Agreement and so long as GRT remains MDEQ’s 
owners representative with respect to the Belgravia Site, GRT will perform compliance sampling and 
testing at such locations as the City shall determine appropriate, based on a flow-proportioned collection 
method using flow metering and sampling equipment supplied by GRT.  Testing will be based on USEPA-
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approved methods; it being understood that the primary sample location will be at the closest point of 
sump discharge to sanitary. 

4. Reporting, Notification, and Corrective Measures.  During the term of this Agreement and so long as 
GRT remains MDEQ’s owners representative with respect to the Belgravia Site: 

A. GRT shall submit a letter report to the City during the first quarter of each calendar year 
presenting the results of sampling in the prior year.  Each annual letter report shall include a 
recommendation as to whether there is any further need for the plumbing of discharge authorized 
under this Agreement. 

B. If sampling reveals ground water venting to surface (“GSI”) at three times the acceptable values 
(which are 620 ug/L cis-1,2-Dichlooethylene and 200 ug/L Trichlorethylene), GRT shall immediately 
notify the City and shall be required to resample for the next two consecutive months.  If the 
resampling in either of the consecutive months again reveals GSI at three times the acceptable 
values, GRT shall within the next 10 days: (i) equip the sump discharge with granular activated 
carbon pre-treatment; or (ii) disconnect from the sanitary sewer system. 

C. GRT shall notify the City in advance of any substantial change in discharge from the sumps on 
the Orchard Properties. A substantial change in the discharge includes, but is not limited to, the 
following: (i) an increase or decrease in average concentration of twenty percent (20%) or more; (ii) 
an increase in the discharge amount of any pollutant above the levels indicated in Exhibit A; and (iii) 
discharge of pollutants not previously disclosed to the City. 

D. If the sampling reveals that the chemicals in the discharge water are within acceptable drinking 
water standards, as defined in Part 201, Environmental Remediation, of the Natural Resources and 
Environmental Protection Act, 1994 PA 451, as amended (“NREPA”), for a period of 6 months, GRT 
shall re-sample the discharge water again 90 days later.  If the re-sampling again reveals chemical 
levels within acceptable drinking water standards, this Agreement shall terminate within 15 days. 

5. Designated Contact Persons. 

A. The City designates the City Engineer as the person with whom GRT should communicate, and 
to whom GRT should provide any notices under this Agreement.  Contact information is as follows: 

Name:    Larry Halberstadt, City Engineer, Acting DPW Director      
Telephone No.:  269-637-0770      
Cell No.    269-214-0235      
E-mail Address:  lhalberstadt@south-haven.com 

B. GRT designates Richard Raetz, P.E. as the person with whom the City should communicate, and 
to whom the City should provide any notices under this Agreement.  Contact information is as follows: 

Name:             
Telephone No.:           
Cell No.             
E-mail Address:           

6. Term and Termination.  The term of this Agreement shall commence on the date first written above.  
The City may terminate this Agreement at any time upon 60 days written notice to GRT and MDEQ.  
Otherwise, the Agreement shall terminate upon the earlier of: (i) 7 years after the date on which all 
connections authorized under this Agreement are completed; or (ii) an early termination occurring as 
otherwise provided in this Agreement.  GRT shall disconnect the plumbing from the sumps on the 
Orchard Properties from the sanitary sewer system prior to termination.  GRT has the authority to 
disconnect plumbing prior to the end date of this agreement with 30 day written notice to the City of South 
Haven. 

7. Loss Payment (Indemnification).  GRT shall hold the City (defined for purposes of this paragraph to 
also include the City’s officers and employees) harmless from, defend it against (with legal counsel 
reasonably acceptable to the City), and pay for any loss paid or owed by the City arising from GRT’s 
negligent or willful misconduct (as determined by a court of law) relating to the activities authorized under 
this Agreement.  “Loss” means a monetary amount paid or owed for any reason, including for example: 
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judgments, settlements, fines, replacement costs, staff compensation, decreases in property value, and 
expenses incurred in defending a legal claim. 

8. Insurance.  Throughout the term of the License granted under this Agreement, the GRT shall obtain 
and maintain commercial general liability insurance with limits of not less than $1,000,000.00 per 
occurrence and $2,000,000.00 in the aggregate.  All policies shall name the City (including its officers and 
employees) as an additional insured.  Copies of certificates of insurance showing the coverage to be in 
place, that the premiums are fully paid, and that coverage cannot be terminated or modified except after 
30 days prior written notice to the City, shall be provided to the City upon request.   

9. No Rights to Continuous Service.  This Agreement does not provide any rights to continuous sanitary 
sewer service or any cause of action for damages or otherwise as a result of any discontinuance of City 
sanitary sewer service except as may be otherwise provided by law. 

10. Assignment.  If MDEQ wishes to designate a new owners representative for purposes of this 
Agreement, MDEQ may notify the City of that desire and this Agreement may be assigned to a third party 
pursuant to a written agreement signed by both parties.   

11. Miscellaneous. 

A. This is the entire agreement between the parties regarding its subject matter.  It supersedes and 
replaces any other agreements.  This Agreement may not be modified or amended except in writing 
signed by the parties.  It shall not be affected by any course of dealing.  The captions are for 
reference only and shall not affect its interpretation.  The recitals are an integral part of the 
Agreement. 

B. The parties represent, warrant and agree that they have had the opportunity to receive 
independent legal advice from their attorneys with respect to the advisability of entering into this 
Contract and are signing this Agreement after having been fully advised as to its effect.  This 
Agreement shall be construed as if mutually drafted. 

C. To the extent permitted by law, the jurisdiction and venue for any action brought pursuant to, 
arising from, or to enforce any provision of this Agreement shall be solely in the state courts in Van 
Buren County, Michigan.  This subsection shall remain in full force and effect following the termination 
of this Agreement. 

The parties have signed this Agreement as of the date first above written. 

CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
 
 
By:               
 Robert Burr, Mayor 
 
 
By:               
 Amanda Morgan, Clerk 
 
Date Signed:  ____________, 2015 

  GLOBAL REMEDIATION TECHNOLOGIES INC.  
 
 
By:               
 Its:           
 
 
 
Date Signed:  ____________, 2015 
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Board of Public Utilities 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, July 27, 2015 
4:00 p.m., DPW Conference Room 
1199 8th Avenue 

                                         City of South Haven 

 

 

1. Call to Order by Stickland at 4:09 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 

 

Present: Burr, Winkel, Rose (ex-officio), Stickland 

Absent:  Henry, Overhiser (ex-officio), Roberts, Stein (ex-officio) 

 

3. Approval of Agenda 

 

Motion by Burr, second by Winkel to approve the July 27, 2015 regular meeting agenda as 

presented. 

 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

4. Approval of Minutes for the Record – June 29, 2015 Regular Meeting Minutes 

 

Motion by Burr, second by Winkel to accept the June 29, 2015 regular meeting minutes as 

written. 

 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 

None at this time. 

 

REPORTS 

 

6. Cost of Energy from Indiana-Michigan Power Company (AEP) 

A. 2015 Billings – All Charges 

B. 2014 Billings – All Charges 
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7. Financial Reports 

 

A. Electric Fund – Financial Statement 

B. Electric Fund – Review of Percentage Billed 

C. Water Fund – Financial Statement 

D. Water Fund – Review of Percentage Billed 

E. Sewer Fund – Financial Statement 

 

8. Unresolved Issues Report 

 

Huff noted that this report is down to two old items; added that the second one he needs to 

run by the building department. Discussion ensued and culminated in agreement to remove 

these three-year old items. 

 

9. SAW Grant Project Progress Report 

 

A. SAW Grant – Asset Management Plan Project Status Report 

 

Huff noted these are the standard work tasks that are being currently worked on.  

 

The regularly scheduled meeting has been moved to July 29, 2015. 

 

10. Quarterly Outage Report 

 

Huff said tree and animal related outages are down 25% from this time last year. Burr noted 

this is due to rebuilding a section of secondary lines. Phases Three (3) & Four (4) will be 

worked on this winter. Stickland pointed out that the biggest issues are old hardware and 

trees.   

 

NEW BUSINESS 

 

11. Board will be requested to review a request to grant an exception to Sec. 86-156 of 

the Code of Ordinances and make a recommendation to City Council. Presentation by 

Global Remediation Technologies on behalf of the Michigan Department of 

Environmental Quality. 

 

Richard Raetz, P.E., President Global Remediation Technologies: Introduced himself and 

noted he submitted two documents. Stickland asked if there were another option. Raetz 

noted ideally there would be and explained the Department of Environmental Quality’s role 

in this and how it affects the project.  
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Raetz briefly reviewed the information included in the agenda packet for this item, noting 

that the main components of his presentation: the treatment plan, the proposed sampling 

plan and sunset dates.  

 

Raetz pointed out the addresses that are closest to the discharge and explained the 

acceptable values for drinking water; for a body of water like Lake Michigan; and for off-

gassing. Discussion ensued regarding the properties at 107 Orchard Drive and 108 Orchard 

Drive being the area to which these chemicals are trying to flow. Raetz explained that this 

request is to hook up the sumps from 107 & 108 Orchard Drive to eliminate discharge into 

the storm sewers and then into Lake Michigan.  

 

Burr asked if all of the flow is inorganic and upon hearing that it is commented that the waste 

water treatment plant does not treat that. Raetz explained a small amount in the aeration 

basin could go off as gas and it is such a small amount that you could drink it for seventy 

(70) years with a very, very low rate of effect. Burr stated that the only thing the plant is 

doing is diluting it. Raetz elaborated on that, stating that diluting occurs and a bit of stripping 

occurs in both the aerator and the anaerobic digester. 

 

Raetz explained that the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) does not like 

untreated discharges when there is a known chemical in a sump which is discharging into 

surface water untreated. Raetz asked, “Are those concentrations a health hazard? I am not 

asking for that reason.” Raetz explained that he is here because the concentration is above 

that which is acceptable for drinking water and the DEQ does not like discharging chemicals 

that have not been treated. Stickland asked if this were an industrial customer whether the 

state would allow the city to put this through without pretreatment. Raetz noted this is an 

orphan site with chemical impacts where there is no liable party so it ends up being an 

orphan of the state of Michigan or the community. There is not a liable party or company 

that will step up and take responsibility for the clean-up. When it’s an orphan the state is 

looking at situations like this and trying to stretch tax dollars to cover all of the problems out 

there.  

 

Raetz gave an example of a job they did where pretreatment was required, but those 

concentrations were much higher. Raetz directed the board’s attention to an illustration in 

his presentation of the shallow ground water plume and discussion ensued regarding the 

depth of the ground water. Raetz then directed the board to the illustration of the cross-

section of the plume, indicating the approximate building location and property boundary in 

back of the condominiums and 107 Orchard Drive on the illustration. The sand holds 

between 1.5 to 2 feet of water which contains a little bit of contamination; the predominant 

location of the chemical is down deep in the clay.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the process by which the chemical will be driven out of the 

clay, which Raetz described as ‘In Situ Thermal Remediation’. The chemical is in the clay 

and will be driven out by heat; facilitated by electrodes making a positive to negative heat 
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contact. The electrodes actually heat the chemical and force it out of the ground using a 

process that is being done all over the world. Raetz informed the board that the total 

process will take about eighteen (18) months.  

 

Burr asked about where this has been done and one example Raetz provided is Owosso, 

Michigan, at a former dry-cleaning operation.  

 

Huff asked if the bid date was still August 2 to which Raetz responded, “We are about two 

(2) weeks behind.” 

 

Burr asked how the system prevents the chemical from absorbing into the area. Raetz said it 

will be driven up through the entire column, and will be heated and treated in a walled 

contained vertical well. 

 

Burr asked the cost and according to Raetz it will be about a two (2) million dollar project 

which will be paid for by the State of Michigan.  

 

After a question from Stickland about how we can take this to the treatment plant 

Halberstadt explained that there is no rule that says we cannot take this water to the 

treatment plant; our code of ordinances prohibits infiltration and inflow (discharging 

groundwater to the sanitary sewer). Huff stated that staff had the city’s IPP Consultant 

review this and his statement was the risk to the treatment plant and surface water from this 

discharge appears to be minimal at this time. Raetz referred to the letter he wrote which is 

included in the packet and said he is making this request on behalf of the DEQ and it is 

copied to Ray Spaulding, the specialist Huff referred to. Raetz noted the State of Michigan 

itself is requesting this variance of the City of South Haven. The monies, if we are forced to 

do pre-treatment, are monies that cannot be used to clean up here or other environmental 

issues over time.  

 

Stickland expressed concern, asking, “We won’t violate any discharge rules?” Huff said that 

is correct. Huff also noted there is a sampling program which will report back to the Board of 

Public Utilities yearly. Raetz clarified that reporting starts out quarterly then changes to  

annually; the addendum provides for a sunset date of seven (7) years.  

 

Raetz noted, after a question, that the presentation did not include what the concentrations 

of acceptability are, so he will have to go back and find that information for the board.  

 

Discussion ensued about how long some of the other projects ran, and what level they 

reached. Raetz said the cleanup goals are different. Some are to complete to a pristine 

level; do not stop until nothing is left. The best way to accomplish that is to dig. But they are 

saying we want to take out ninety-eight (98) percent of the strongest mass that is covering 

fifteen (15) percent of the overall volume giving it the ability to self-restore. That is how the 
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State of Michigan has been doing cleanup; they lack the dollars to make it pristine but they 

have the monies to bring it to more than ninety-eight (98) percent clean.  

 

Raetz estimated it will take about eight (8) weeks for heat-up; three (3) to four (4) months for 

treatment.  Burr asked if there is an odor when that gas is coming up out of the ground. 

Raetz said it is pretty odorless; the gas comes up through treatment stacks.  

 

Discussion ensued regarding what electrical equipment will need to be provided. Raetz 

pulled up a presentation on his laptop and noted that the power requirements are two 

thousand two hundred (2200) megawatt hours over the life of the project.  

 

Raetz informed that McGellan and McGee out of Calgary, Canada is his firm’s teaming 

partner for the design of the project.  

 

Burr asked if there is any sound with this process to which Raetz responded, “Very little, 

though the blowers will have some sound; we can require a certain decibel level since this is 

in a residential neighborhood.”  

 

Discussion ensued regarding the system’s seventy-two (72) thermocouples; the web-based 

system; the electrodes that go down into the ground; that the componentry is manned and 

monitored via web twenty-four (24)/seven (7) and that the equipment comes in on skids and 

is all self-contained.  

 

Stickland asked if this system has been designed to which Raetz responded, “We are in the 

throes of design.” Raetz quickly reviewed the presentation that was done at City Council 

after Paul VandenBosch gave a presentation about the demolition, to show what will happen 

after the demolition. Burr wondered if there has been any dissent regarding the clean-up 

from local residents and Raetz said they were very engaged and interested in getting this 

done.  

 

Regarding the time frame of the project, Raetz noted that there are five (5) contractors 

throughout the world that do this type of work and they will all be invited to bid it. Raetz also 

explained that each contractor has their own patented system.  

 

Raetz then reviewed the addendum and expressed that he feels that he does need to get a 

number for you from the DEQ about when we can be done and disconnect. Conservatively, 

Raetz feels the city can be looking at three (3) to five (5) years of connectivity after the 

eighteen (18) month cleanup. Because of the way the “mother lode” is in the clay Raetz 

would like to think by the three (3) year mark we will be looking at a time to unhook the 

system.  
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Burr wants a definition of when the concentrations are acceptable. Raetz will make 

Addendum #2 and submit that after he gets the information from Ray Spaulding, MDEQ 

State Project Manager for the site.  

 

Motion by Burr, second by Winkel to grant the Department of Environmental Quality  

permission to plumb sump discharge piping into the sanitary sewer from residential sewers 

at 107 Orchard Drive and 108 Orchard Drive for a period up to seven (7) years or whenever 

the sampling results fall below a certain threshold to be submitted.  

 

Huff noted that this approval will go to the city attorney to draft a final agreement. 

 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

UNFINISHED BUSINESS 

 

12. Board will be requested to provide any additional review comments concerning the 

DRAFT South Haven Area Water-Sewer Authority Contract (presented at the June 11, 

2015 workshop and reviewed at the June 29, 2015 regular meeting). 

 

Huff noted this is a carryover from last meeting and asking if there are any other comments. 

Hearing none, Huff stated that the city attorney has made some changes based on 

comments from attendees at that session. Dissette will distribute a draft of that by the end of 

next week.  

 

Stickland wonders if the chairman of the authority should be a city representative. 

Halberstadt said we have to see the amended agreement and Huff will pass that on as soon 

as that is available. 

 

13. Public Works Director Comments 

 

A. Next Meeting is scheduled for August 31, 2015. 

 

Huff updated on the storm two weeks ago which set a new record at the plant.  

 

Huff is having surgery on his shoulder August 6th.  Larry Halberstadt, City Engineer, will fill in 

during his recuperation.  

 

14. Board Member Comments 

 

Rose updated the board on the Court of Appeals experience. Covert Generating brought a 

vice-president to the tax hearing, which they had never done before. The township is up to 

$800,000 to $890,000. Rose explained that everyone involved is on board to continue to the 

end.  

bdissette
Rectangle
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15. Adjourn 

 

Motion by Burr, second by Winkel to adjourn at 5:46 p.m. 

 

All in favor. Motion carried. 

 

RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 



 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
  
From: Michelle Coffey, Special Events Coordinator 
 
Date: August 24, 2015 
 
RE: Special Event 2015-27 – Mitten Made – Michigan Made Art & Craft Show – Last Dash 
Holiday Shopping  
 
Background Information 
 
The South Haven Center for the Arts would like to host an art and craft show on December 19, 
2015 from 10:00 am to 5:00 pm. This will be an all Michigan arts and crafts show for the holidays 
and last minute holiday shopping. Booths will run along Dyckman Avenue and Black River Street. 
The Maritime Museum will do events in conjunction with this event to boost tourism for the 
weekend. There will also be other non-profits and local retailers invited to have their own booths. 
 
Attachments 
 
Special Event 2015-27 Special Event Application 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 



 
 

 

Brian Dissette, City Manager 
City of South Haven 
539 Phoenix Street 
South Haven, MI 49090 
RE:  Special Event Application - Holiday Market, Dec 19, 2015 
 

August 20, 2015 
 

Dear Brian, 
 

South Haven Center for the Arts respectfully submits a Special Event Application for Mitten 
Made - Michigan Made Art & Craft Show, Last Dash Holiday Shopping for Stanley Johnston Park 
on Saturday, December 19, 2015 from 10 am to 5pm.   
 

The event is envisioned as a holiday marketplace for last minute gift buying. It functions as a 
fundraiser for SHCA as well as a marketplace for local artists and craft persons. It also serves as 
a new event to bring tourists to South Haven in the off season.  We are planning extensive 
social media promotions to attract last minute shoppers, particularly from the Chicago area.   
 

Booths will run along Dyckman and Black River, and the event entrance will be at the corner 
near the Maritime Museum.  SHCA is planning the event in conjunction with the Maritime 
Museum and will also invite other non-profits to participate.   
 

We have contacted Patti Montgomery–Reinert at the Maritime Museum and Sus Giesler at All 
Seasons Marine to confirm their approval of the event and will be working with the Visitor’s 
Bureau and Chamber of Commerce to engage local businesses and organizations. 
 

South Haven is beautiful in the winter, and is the perfect setting to create a new annual holiday 
tradition. 
 

Sincerely, 

 
 

Thea Grigsby 
Executive Director 
 
South Haven Center for the Arts – 600 Phoenix Street – South Haven – Michigan - 49090 



















To:  Brian Dissette                           9/11/2015 

From  Thea Grigsby, South Haven Center for the Arts 

RE:  Holiday Market, December 19th 

 

SHCA’s vision is to start a Christmas tradition this year and expand it as we go. Our models are the big 

outdoor Christmas Markets (as listed in the links below).   

 

As you can see from the articles, many of them are outdoors in cold climates, such as Colorado, 

Pennsylvania, Washington New York, Illinois, and Michigan.  Everyone makes the cold weather part of 

the fun.  There are outdoor heaters, hot beverages and winter events associated with the markets.   

 

National 

http://www.travelandleisure.com/slideshows/americas-best-christmas-markets 

 

http://www.buzzfeed.com/germanyinusa/11-stops-on-your-german-christmas-market-road-trip-

fr91#.otDvYkeY8 

 

Regional 

http://midwestweekends.com/plan_a_trip/shopping_eating/shopping_towns/christmas_markets.html 

 

Michigan – some examples 

Holland, MI has one at their Farmer’s Market every year. According to one of the organizers of the 

event, Mary Jo Wistwheatle, her church's women's group booth alone made about $5,000 last year. 

As stated in our application, we intend to invite other service organizations to participate as well. 

https://kerstmarkt.wordpress.com/ 

 

Birmingham, MI has one in their park 

http://oaklandcountymoms.com/birmingham-winter-markt-26280/ 

 

Rochester, MI holds one outdoors 

http://www.downtownrochestermi.com/kris-kringle-market/ 

 

Ann Arbor, Mi does a kindlefest 

http://www.annarbor.com/entertainment/food-drink/weihnachtsmarkt/ 

 

Frankenmuth, MI has all kinds of Christmas events outdoors 

 

Note:  Proceeds of this event go toward expanding SHCA’s winter programs with South Haven schools. 

 

Also, in case there is any confusion with other organizations holding events, SHCA only runs one event 

per year at Stanley Johnston Park - the Art Fair on 4
th

 of July weekend (juried art for the past 57 years).  

The Chamber of Commerce runs all the craft fairs in the park. 

 

We hope the city council will approve this application so that we can start a new holiday tradition in 

South Haven. 

   

http://www.travelandleisure.com/slideshows/americas-best-christmas-markets
http://www.buzzfeed.com/germanyinusa/11-stops-on-your-german-christmas-market-road-trip-fr91#.otDvYkeY8
http://www.buzzfeed.com/germanyinusa/11-stops-on-your-german-christmas-market-road-trip-fr91#.otDvYkeY8
http://midwestweekends.com/plan_a_trip/shopping_eating/shopping_towns/christmas_markets.html
https://kerstmarkt.wordpress.com/
http://oaklandcountymoms.com/birmingham-winter-markt-26280/
http://www.downtownrochestermi.com/kris-kringle-market/
http://www.annarbor.com/entertainment/food-drink/weihnachtsmarkt/


 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
  
From: Michelle Coffey, Special Events Coordinator 
 
Date: September 16, 2015 
 
RE: Special Event 2015-31 – Haven Harvest  
 
Background Information 
 
DASH is requesting to have an event called Haven Harvest on October 17, 2015. This event is to 
celebrate the harvest and autumn. There will be a pie baking contest, restaurant server races, a 
pumpkin toss, polka dancing, hay rides and more. The Zombie 5K run/stroll that was approved at 
the last City Council meeting will also be part of this event.  
 
Insurance will be provided. 
 
 
Attachments 
 
Special Event 2015-31 Application/Maps 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 
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MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
RE: Broadway and Phoenix Traffic Signal Upgrade 
 
Date: September 14, 2015 
 
Background Information 
 
Over the past several years, the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) has been 
planning traffic signal upgrades for the intersections of Aylworth Av with Legrange St and 
Broadway St with Phoenix St.  The City has been working closely with MDOT on the design of 
the new signal at Broadway and Phoenix Streets.  The proposed signal will be supported on 
black powder coated steel strain poles and mast arms.  This signal will be similar in appearance 
to the City’s traffic signals located at Phoenix and Center Streets and Phoenix and Kalamazoo 
Streets. 
 
In order to proceed with the project, MDOT has been working to acquire additional right-of-way 
on the northeast and southeast quadrants of the intersection.  The property at the southeast 
quadrant has an address of 600 Phoenix Street and is owned by the City of South Haven.  The 
City leases this parcel to the Center for the Arts.  MDOT is requesting that the City grant 
additional right-of-way adjacent to the back of the existing sidewalk for placement of a new 
traffic signal strain pole and foundation.  The proposed right-of-way will allow MDOT to construct 
the new traffic signal pole while leaving the existing traffic signal in service.  It will also ensure 
that adequate space is available for construction of accessible sidewalk ramps.  The total 
square footage to be acquired is 66 square feet.  MDOT has calculated the value of this 
property as $368 and made a good faith offer of $500. 
 
The area to be acquired is currently finished lawn area.  It also contains the existing traffic signal 
pole that will be removed at the conclusion of the MDOT project and a South Haven wayfinding 
sign that may need to be relocated by City staff.  Granting a right-of-way to MDOT for the use of 
this land will not interfere with the current use of the property by the Center for the Arts. 
 
In addition to the right-of-way, MDOT is requesting a consent to grade along the west side of the 
Center for the Arts building.  This will permit MDOT to remove the existing traffic signal control 
box that is adjacent to the building.  The new traffic signal controller will be located adjacent to 
the 5/3 Bank parcel. 
 
 
 
 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 



Memorandum 
September 14, 2015 
Broadway and Phoenix Traffic Signal Upgrade 
Page 2 of 3 

Recommendation 
 
City Council should review and approve the requests from MDOT for a grant of right-of-way and 
consent to grade. 
 
Attachments 
 
Photograph of Easement Area 
MDOT Request Letter 
Real Estate Market Study 
MDOT Public Roads & Private Property (Brochure) 
MDOT Your Rights & Benefits (Brochure) 
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Michigan Department of Transportation

Public Roads &
Private Property



“No person shall... be deprived of
life, liberty, or property without due
process of the law; nor shall private 
property be taken for public use,
without just compensation.”

Bill of Rights
Fifth Amendment to
The U.S. Constitution
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Need for Highway Improvements

Many Michigan highways built years ago have outlived their intended life spans.  
They are congested with traffic and need continual renovation and improvement.  
Preserving and improving our highways are top priorities of the Michigan Depart-
ment of Transportation (MDOT).

Experience has proven that modern freeways reduce accidents, deaths, and in-
juries by 75 percent. Travel time between cities is reduced substantially, which is 
important because traffic volumes have climbed to record highs.  In fact, travel in 
Michigan increased more than 30 percent in just 10 years. Safer, faster highways 
are significant factors in increasing business and industry for the State.

Freeways and other new and improved highways are an investment in Michigan’s 
future. They provide more jobs, more progress, and more driving pleasure.
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How a Route Is Determined

When a need is identified, a project is proposed to satisfy that need.  The Michi-
gan Department of Transportation staff study the type and route that best suit the 
needs of the community, both now and in the future. They study all land features. 
Feasible locations are reviewed at the sites and on detailed aerial maps. Traffic 
survey employees interview thousands of motorists and gather information to pin-
point existing traffic flow. The public is given ample opportunity to provide input.

Many projects are the result of numerous public information meetings and hearings, 
as well as requests by local officials and the public for specific transportation 
improvements.

MDOT manages a vast scope of projects. Some are simple, others larger and 
more costly; yet they all fall into three categories: Preserve, Improve, or Expand.  
“Preserve” projects for roads include resurfacing, construction without widening, 
and adding lanes of one-half mile or less.  “Improve” projects add capacity - in 
the case of roads or lanes - to existing facilities. “Expand” projects increase the 
size of the transportation system by adding new improvements.

The project, along with its estimated cost, is compared to other projects. Cost, 
urgency, and other factors are given consideration. Some projects are accepted, 
some are returned for further study, and others are simply delayed.
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How Property is Purchased

After the Michigan Department of Transportation selects the exact location and 
design of the project, affected property owners are contacted for a preliminary 
interview.  This interview may occur at a public building or at the owner’s home. At 
the interview, Real Estate Division staff verify ownership, location of structures and 
boundaries, and other pertinent information.

The next step is to determine fair market value of the property being acquired.  
This is done by one of two methods - a market study or an appraisal.

If the needed right-of-way is minimal, or if only temporary use permits are need-
ed, a market study will be used. You may also request an appraisal.

If an appraisal is needed, licensed appraisers will estimate a fair market value 
for your property by comparing your property with similar properties sold in your 
area. You or your representative will be given the opportunity to accompany the 
appraiser on a thorough inspection of your property.  In some instances, the ap-
praiser may need to analyze some of your financial information to arrive at a fair 
market value.

Based upon these inspections and comparisons, the appraiser will provide the 
Department a written opinion of fair market value for your property. This appraisal 
is then reviewed to ensure that state and federal requirements and acceptable 
appraisal standards are met.

You will then be contacted by a negotiator for the Department. The negotiator will 
explain the project, schedules, appraisal, and relocation assistance, and make an 
offer to purchase that portion of your property needed for the project.

You will have a reasonable length of time to study the offer presented and to ask 
any questions. If you believe that the Department has overlooked an item of value, 
you may submit a written claim to reconsider value within 90 days of the offer. 
Supporting documentation must be submitted with this claim. On occasion you 
may be asked to cooperate with the Department in seeking a variance to the zon-
ing ordinance.

When an agreement has been reached between yourself and the Department, and 
you have signed the appropriate documents, you will receive payment within 60 
days. All closing costs for the transaction will be paid by the Department.
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When Your Property Is Acquired

Michigan Department of Transportation Will:

1. Pay just compensation in exchange for your property.

• Just compensation as defined by the courts is the payment of the FAIR MARKET 
VALUE for the property rights acquired, as if the project had not been con-
templated, plus allowable damages to any remaining property.

• Fair market value is defined as the highest price estimated in terms of 
money the property would bring if offered for sale in the open market, with 
a reasonable time allowed to find a buyer, buying with the knowledge of all 
the uses to which it is adapted and for which it is capable of being used.

• Per Public Act 367 of 2006, if an individual’s principal residence is ac-
quired, the amount of just compensation shall be 125% of its fair market 
value.  In addition, per Public Act 439 of 2006, if your principal residence is 
acquired, you will be reimbursed a property tax exemption, calculated as:

  State Equalized Value (SEV)
-  Taxable Value (TV)
x  Millage Rate
x  Number of years in residence (maximum 5 years)

2. Pay closing costs associated with the sale of your property to MDOT.

3. Pro-rate the general property taxes according to the portion of your land 
acquired by MDOT.

4. Furnish relocation advisory assistance in accordance with both federal and 
state laws.

5. Pay reasonable and necessary moving costs of personal property.

6. Pay other eligible benefits as provided by both 
federal and state laws, including:

• Replacement housing supplement.

• Increased interest differential payment on 
replacement home mortgage.

• Reasonable incidental closing costs 
on replacement home.

• Actual cost or scheduled move 
payment for residential owners.

• Actual moving, searching, and 
re-establishment expenses for 
businesses, non-profits, and farms.
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Relocation Assistance 

Your Michigan Department of Transportation wishes to assist you in relocating 
and re-establishing your family, your business, your farm, your non-profit organi-
zation, and your personal property when you are displaced by a highway project. 
A highway program is designed for the benefit of the public as a whole. It is the 
Department's desire to accomplish this in an orderly, timely, equitable, and effi-
cient manner to ensure that you experience minimal hardships. The Department, 
through its Real Estate Division, will furnish all available assistance to make your 
relocation as easy as possible.

The available services include: information concerning housing supplements, 
referrals to housing that will be adequate for your needs and within your financial 
means, loan information, moving information, referrals to local real estate and 
governmental agencies, and other types of assistance. Assistance is also available 
to locate replacement farms or business sites.

As a citizen of the State of Michigan, you have the right to purchase, rent, lease or 
finance housing accommodations and real property without discrimination be-
cause of religion, race, color, national origin, age, sex, marital status, familial sta-
tus, or disability. This is guaranteed by the Constitution of the State of Michigan, 
which provides that the Michigan Civil Rights Commission has authority to protect 
the rights of Michigan citizens. All referral assistance to individuals 
and organizations is performed on an equal opportunity basis in 
compliance with these requirements. Any individual or organi-
zation known to be discriminating against relocatees 
will be reported immediately to the Civil 
Rights Commission.
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Relocation Benefits

In addition to compensation for land, buildings, or property rights, Public Act 
No. 31, effective June 16, 1970, as amended, provides for relocation payments to 
individuals, families, businesses, farms, and non-profit organizations displaced as 
a result of a highway acquisition.

Moving Payments

Residential occupants will be reimbursed for a moving payment in one of two ways:

1. By choosing the actual reasonable moving cost based on a paid invoice from 
a qualified moving firm; or

2. By accepting a flat rate room allowance based on the number of occupied 
rooms.

Business, farm, and non-profit organizations will be reimbursed for a moving pay-
ment in one of two ways:

1. By choosing the actual reasonable moving cost based on a paid invoice from 
a qualified moving firm, plus eligible re-establishment expenses; or

2. By accepting a lump sum payment based on an estimate of the cost to move, 
plus eligible re-establishment expenses. This is intended to cover self-moves.

The owner of a displaced business, farm, or non-profit organization may be re-
imbursed for actual reasonable expenses incurred in searching for a replacement 
site based on documentation of mileage, meals, and time spent searching.

Discontinued or relocated businesses, farms, and non-profit organizations may be 
eligible to receive a fixed payment in lieu of moving, searching, and re-
establishment expenses. For businesses and farms, this payment is computed on 
the average annual net earnings of the business or farm. For non-profit organiza-
tions, the fixed payment is calculated on the average annual gross revenue less 
administrative expenses.
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Supplemental Payments

An owner-occupant may receive a replacement housing supplement, as determined 
by the Department, when a replacement home is purchased. Provisions can be 
made if the owner-occupant prefers to rent.

When the owner-occupant purchases a replacement home, certain closing costs 
incidental to the purchase may be reimbursed.

The owner-occupant may also be reimbursed for an increased interest differential 
payment if they obtain a higher interest rate when financing their replacement 
home.

A tenant-occupant may receive a replacement rental supplement, as determined 
by the Department, to rent a replacement dwelling, or to use as a down payment 
on the purchase of a replacement dwelling. This payment can also be used as a 
reimbursement of certain closing costs incidental to the purchase of the replace-
ment dwelling.

For more specific information regarding supplemental payments, refer to the reloca-
tion booklet, Your Rights and Benefits, or contact the Regional Real Estate Office.
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Act 87, Public Acts of 1980 As 
Amended - A General Overview

At the conclusion of negotiations, if you do not wish to accept the Department’s of-
fer, eminent domain proceedings are initiated in circuit court under Act 295, Public 
Acts of 1966, as amended, pursuant to the provisions of Public Act 87 of 1980, as 
amended.

A brief summary of the steps under Act 87, as amended, are:

1. You will receive several legal documents.  These will consist of a Complaint, 
Order for Hearing on Complaint, Statement of Necessity, and Declaration 
of Taking. The full amount of money offered for the property as stated in the 
Declaration of Taking is placed on deposit with the State Treasurer.

2. The Order for Hearing on Complaint will inform you of the date set for a 
hearing. You have 21 days following receipt of the Complaint to challenge 
the necessity of the purchase of your property by filing a motion with the court 
asking for a review. The statement of Necessity is binding unless you can 
show fraud, error of law, or abuse of discretion. When the necessity for the 
taking is not challenged, or the challenge has been denied, the Department 
acquires title to the property as of the date the Complaint was filed, unless the 
court sets a different date. If you or your attorney do not attend the hearing, 
the court may be requested to enter an Order of Default.

You have 180 days after the complaint is served to submit a written claim to 
the Department if you believe an item of value has been overlooked. You must 
provide sufficient information and detail about the claim so the Department can 
determine the value of the claim and whether it is eligible for payment.

3. At the first hearing, the Department will request the court to establish the time 
and terms for surrender of the right-of-way needed from your property. The 
court will be requested to order the State Treasurer to pay you the money the 
Department has offered for your property. The court will set a date for the 
pretrial hearing and impaneling of a six-person jury.

4.  The court will establish a trial date, and the jury will be charged with the re-
sponsibility of determining the amount of just compensation after hearing the 
evidence. At trial, MDOT will present its case to the jury, justifying the amount 
it has offered.  You will have the opportunity to present evidence to support 
the value you think the property is worth. The jury’s decision may be appealed 
by the parties of interest or the Department.

If the jury’s award exceeds the Department’s written good faith offer, you will 
be reimbursed reasonable attorney fees as allowed by law. You may also be 
reimbursed certain reasonable expert witness fees for preparation and trial. 
The court may be called upon to determine the reasonableness of fees.

This is a brief description of the typical steps taken in an eminent domain pro-
ceeding. This overview does not explain all of the specific or unique aspects of 
an eminent domain proceeding.
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Questions & Answers

1. Q. Why do you want my property and not my neighbor’s?
A. All reliable facts and figures show this is the best location for the proposed 

transportation improvement.

2. Q. What are the advantages of selling my property to the State?
A. • You will receive fair market value established by a licensed appraiser.

• You will receive cash.
• You will not pay a sales commission.*
• You will not pay the real estate transfer tax.
• You will not pay for title insurance or abstract costs.
• The Department will pay closing costs in connection with the sale of
 your property
• You will receive a pro-rated refund of your most recent year’s paid 
 property taxes.

  * You may owe a commission if your home is listed with a Realtor at the commencement of negotiations.

 If You Are Required to Relocate
 • You will receive relocation assistance.

• You are assured of being able to relocate into housing that meets local
 codes and ordinances.
• You may receive a supplemental payment to relocate into comparable
 housing.
• You will receive personal property moving costs.
• You may receive an interest differential payment on your replacement
 mortgage if the interest rate is higher.
• You may be reimbursed for closing costs for the purchase of your 
 replacement dwelling.

3.  Q.  Will I receive a fair price for my property?
A. You are entitled to receive fair market value, as defined on Page 5. This value 

is determined by licensed appraisers and carefully reviewed to ensure state 
and federal requirements and acceptable appraisal standards are met. 
In addition, if your principle residence is acquired, you will receive 125% of its 
fair market value plus a property tax exemption reimbursement. If you believe 
MDOT’s offer does not include everything for which you are entitled to be paid, 
you may submit a written claim.

4. Q. How long do I have to make a written claim?
A. Within 90 days after the written good faith offer is made or 180 days after the 

complaint is served, whichever is later.
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5. Q. How does the Michigan Department of Transportation determine   
fair market value?
A. Michigan Department of Transportation appraisers or contracted appraisers 

make a thorough study of the surrounding neighborhood and of local and 
general economic facts. They consider the highest and best use of the property.  
The value is based on comparison of your property with other properties recently 
sold in your area. In some instances, it may be necessary to obtain from you 
certain financial information to help the appraiser determine fair market value.  
If this financial information is obtained, it will remain confidential, except to the 
extent that it is utilized in determining just compensation, in legal proceedings, 
or as provided by court order. You will be reimbursed actual and reasonable 
copying costs, plus up to $1000 in other actual and reasonable costs incurred in 
responding to MDOT’s information request.

6. Q. What if MDOT’s project renders my remaining property noncon-  
forming with local zoning ordinances?
A.  You may be asked to cooperate with MDOT in seeking a zoning variance. 

If a variance cannot be obtained, this fact will be considered in determining the 
compensation to be paid.

7. Q.  Are improvements considered in the appraisal?
A. Yes. You should inform the appraiser of all improvements to your property.

8. Q.  Will I have to pay income tax on my sale to the State?
 A. This is a highly technical question. You should contact the Internal Revenue Ser-

vice or a tax consultant for specific details. 

9. Q.  What about VA loans?
A.  The Veterans Administration recognizes that the sale of your property to the State 

is not one of your choosing.  Your VA loan privileges continue and are available 
for coverage on another property.

10. Q. Do I have to pay the prepayment penalty if such a clause exists   
in my mortgage?
A.  As a general rule, no. Since the negotiated sale of your property to the Michigan 

Department of Transportation is considered an involuntary sale, mortgage loan 
companies will usually waive the prepayment penalty when you pay your loan in 
full as a result of the State’s purchase of your property. If you do have to pay a 
penalty, it is reimbursable by MDOT.

11. Q.  Who is eligible to receive payment to recover the cost of moving   
personal property?
A. Any owner or tenant whose personal property must be moved because of a 

transportation project is eligible for a reimbursement of moving costs.
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12. Q. Who is eligible to receive a supplemental housing payment?
 A.  An owner who has owned and occupied the dwelling for at least 180 days prior 

to the beginning of negotiations may qualify for a replacement housing pay-
ment. An owner or tenant who has occupied the dwelling for at least 90 days 
prior to the beginning of negotiations may qualify for a replacement rental pay-
ment or purchase down payment.

13. Q. How soon must I occupy a replacement dwelling in order to 
 receive all of my relocation benefits, and can this date be extended?
A. Owners must occupy a decent, safe, and sanitary replacement dwelling within 

one year of the date that final payment is received for the state-acquired property 
or, in a condemnation case, one year after the estimate of just compensation is 
deposited. Tenants must occupy a decent, safe, and sanitary replacement 
dwelling within one year of the date that they move from the state-acquired 
dwelling.  This time period may be extended for just cause.

14. Q. How long do I have to claim my supplemental housing payment?
A. Owners must file their claims within 18 months of either the date they move or 

the date of final payment for the state-acquired dwelling, whichever is later. 
Tenants must file all claims within 18 months of the date they move from the 
state-acquired property.

15. Q. Will the court consider the supplemental housing payment in the   
condemnation proceedings?
 A. A housing supplement is not covered in the property condemnation law and can-

not be litigated under this law.

16. Q. Can I be sure that suitable replacement housing will be available   
to me before I must move from my present home?
A. Yes.  The Uniform Relocation Act provides that the Michigan Department of 

Transportation must offer you suitable replacement housing before it can issue 
you a notice to vacate.

17. Q. Who is entitled to receive a purchase down payment?
A. A tenant-occupant of more than 90 days, or an owner-occupant of more than 

90 days but less than 180 days prior to the first written offer, who purchases a 
replacement home. The money must be spent on the replacement house. 
Homeowners who have lived in their homes 180 days or more are not eligible 
for this payment, since they are eligible for a replacement housing supplement.

18. Q. How much supplemental housing payment will I receive?
A. A written determination of your maximum supplemental payment will be pro-

vided by MDOT’s acquisition agent.  It is based on comparable homes available 
for purchase on the open market.
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19. Q. May I appeal my housing supplement if I disagree?
A. Yes. You may appear in person or appeal in writing to the Regional Real Estate 

Agent. Further, you may appeal to the Director of Transportation if you still 
disagree with the Regional determination.

20. Q. May I receive benefits if I go out of business?
A. Yes. You may be eligible to receive a payment, based on your net income (or 

gross revenue less administrative costs for non-profit organizations), in lieu of 
all other moving allowances.

21. Q. May I keep my home or other buildings?
A. Yes, providing arrangements are made at the time the Option to Purchase Land 

is signed. A salvage value will be determined for the structure you wish to keep, 
and this amount will be held out of the compensation.

22. Q. How long will I have to remove these buildings?
A. Buildings must be removed within 30 to 90 days after closing with the Michigan 

Department of Transportation, unless other terms are specifically agreed upon.

23. Q. What will happen to my buildings if I do not retain them?
A. They may be advertised and sold at public sale.

24. Q. What about outstanding loans on my property?
A. You are responsible for these obligations. They will be deducted from the 

compensation from the Department.

25 Q. How far in advance will I know that my property is needed?
A. The Michigan Department of Transportation will advise you well in advance of 

actual negotiations, through public hearings and personal visits. Do not act 
on rumors.  Be sure you have the facts from the Michigan Department of  
Transportation.

26. Q. When will the Michigan Department of Transportation take 
 possession of my property?
A. This usually occurs within 30 to 90 days after your check has been delivered and 

the deed is executed.

27. Q. Will you reimburse me if I hire my own experts to evaluate your offer?
A. Reasonable costs and fees may be reimbursed, as provided by law.
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28. Q. If my property is condemned and the State takes possession of it before  
 the case is settled in court, can I receive my payments to relocate?
 A. Yes. You will receive the amount of the State’s offer at the time the State takes 

possession of your property and your relocation payments after you move into 
your replacement site.

29. Q. If my property is enrolled in The Farmland and Open Space Program  
 (P.A. 116), will I be penalized?
A. If the release is granted as a public necessity for a transportation project, the 

property owner will not be required to pay a penalty.

30. Q. I haven’t done anything to pollute, so why does MDOT want to   
examine my property for environmental contamination?
A. MDOT is required by state law to investigate all properties that it acquires for 

possible contamination. This does not mean that your property is suspected of 
being contaminated. It merely means that MDOT is fulfilling its obligation under 
state law.

31. Q. What happens if my property is found to be contaminated?  
 Will I be forced to pay for cleaning up the pollution?
A. This is a complicated question.  The answer depends upon specific circumstances. 

In general, under state law, if you did not cause the contamination, you are not 
liable for it.

32. Q. If I allow MDOT to test my property, will MDOT guarantee that I   
won’t be liable for any contamination that is found?
A. No. The question of your liability for contamination is governed by state and 

federal environmental laws.

33. Q. If contamination is found, will MDOT notify the Michigan Department  
 of Environmental Quality (MDEQ)?
A.  The property owner is required by law to report contamination to the MDEQ. If 

contamination is found by MDOT, the property owner will be supplied 
complete information. MDOT will allow the property owner time to make 
notification to MDEQ.  If notification is not made by the property owner, MDOT 
will notify MDEQ of its findings.

34. Q. If I refuse to allow MDOT to test my property, what happens?
A. MDOT may seek a court order under Act 87 to conduct an environmental 

inspection on the property.
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How to Locate Your Michigan
Department of Transportation

REAL ESTATE REGIONAL OFFICES

SUPERIOR REGION BAY REGION UNIVERSITY RE GION
1818 Third Ave. North 55 E. Morley Drive 4701 W. Michigan Ave.
Escanaba, MI 49829 Saginaw, MI 48601 Jackson, MI 49201
Phone: (906) 786-1800 Phone: (989) 754-0878 Phone: (517) 750-0401
Fax: (906) 789-9775 Fax: (989) 754-8122 Fax:  (517) 750-4397

NORTH REGION SOUTHWEST RE GION METRO RE GION
1088 M-32 East 1501 East Kilgore Road 18101 W. Nine Mile Rd.
Gaylord, MI 49735 Kalamazoo, MI 49001 Southfield, MI 48075
Phone: (989) 731-5090 Phone: (269) 337-3900 Phone: (248) 483-5100
Fax: (989) 731-0536 Fax: (269) 337-3909 Fax: (248) 569-3103

GRAND REGION
1420 Front Ave., N.W.
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
Phone: (616) 451-3091
Fax: (616) 451-0707

Keweenaw

Houghton

Ontonagon

Gogebic

Baraga

Iron Marquette

Dickinson

Menominee

Alger

Delta

Schoolcraft

Luce

Mackinac

Chippewa

Emmet Cheboygan

Presque IsleCharlevoix

Otsego Mont-
morency

Alpena

Crawford Oscoda Alcona

Roscommon Ogemaw Iosco

Clare Gladwin Arenac

Isabella Midland

Bay

Antrim

Leelanau

Benzie
Grand
Traverse

Kalkaska

Manistee Wexford Missaukee

Mason Lake Osceola

Oceana Newaygo Mecosta

Gratiot

Saginaw

Huron

Tuscola Sanilac

Ottawa Ionia Clinton Shiawasee

Genesee Lapeer

Allegan Barry Eaton Ingham Livingston

Oakland Macomb

Van Buren Kalamazoo Calhoun Jackson

Jackson

Saginaw

Wayne

Berrien Cass St. Joseph Branch Hillsdale Lenawee Monroe

St. Clair

KentMuskegon

Escanaba

Grand
Rapids

Gaylord

Washtenaw

Kalamazoo

Southfield

SOUTHWEST

METRO

GRAND

UNIVERSITY

BAY

NORTH

SUPERIOR



Development Services Division 
Real Estate Services Section

Your Rights Benefits
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INTRODUCTION 

If you are required to move as the result of a transportation project, you may be eligible for relocation services 
and payments provided by state and federal laws. This booklet explains the relocation program and what 
relocation services are available. It also includes information on relocation payments and eligibility requirements.

A representative from the Michigan Department of Transportation (MDOT) will contact you to answer any 
questions and provide additional information. You will be offered technical guidance throughout the relocation 
process and will be provided assistance in the preparation of forms.

RELOCATION ADVISORY SERVICES

A person, family, business, farm or nonprofit organization displaced by a transportation project will be offered 
assistance in locating a suitable replacement property. An MDOT representative will contact you to gather 
information and establish eligibility based on your specific circumstances. If you have a special situation,  
MDOT will make every effort to secure the cooperation of organizations providing those services.

RELOCATION PAYMENTS

Relocation assistance payments are exempt from federal and state income tax. They are not considered income 
for the purpose of determining the eligibility for assistance under the Social Security Act or other federal 
law, except for any federal law providing low-income housing assistance. Relocation assistance payments are 
generally exempt from claims by the Internal Revenue Service. You may choose to consult a certified public 
accountant or tax attorney for an opinion. 
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RESIDENTIAL RELOCATION TERMS

Relocation can be better understood if you become familiar with the terms “Comparable Replacement Dwelling” 
and “Decent, Safe and Sanitary.”

COMPARABLE REPLACEMENT DWELLING

Comparable replacement dwellings must be similar to your present dwelling and should be:
• Decent, safe and sanitary
• Functionally equivalent (i.e., performs the same function and provides the same utility)
• Large enough to accommodate the occupants
• In an area with favorable environmental conditions (i.e., clean air and water)
• Supplied with public utilities
• Reasonably accessible to your place of employment
• Available in the private market
• Within your financial means

DECENT, SAFE AND SANITARY

Decent, safe and sanitary dwellings must meet all of the following minimum requirements:
• Conform to state and local housing codes and ordinances
• Continuing and adequate supply of safe drinking water
• Kitchen with connections for a cooking stove and refrigerator, and a sink connected with hot and cold 

water and an adequate sewage system
• Heating system adequate to maintain a temperature of about 70 degrees Fahrenheit
• Well lighted and ventilated bathroom that contains a lavatory, bathtub or shower stall connected with hot 

and cold water and a flush toilet, all properly connected to a sewage disposal system
• Adequate electrical wiring system in each room
• Structurally sound, weather tight, in good repair and adequately maintained
• Two safe unobstructed means of exit leading to safe open space at ground level
• Large enough with respect to the number of rooms and area of living space needed to accommodate the 

person or family
• Free of any barriers which prevent reasonable use of the dwelling by a person who is handicapped

The most important thing to remember is that the replacement dwelling you select MUST meet the basic 
“Decent, Safe and Sanitary” standards. If not, this may jeopardize your replacement housing benefits. Any 
purchase agreement or lease should be written contingent on the dwelling passing a decent, safe and  
sanitary inspection.
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CLAIM FILING

Homeowners
Homeowners must purchase and occupy a decent, safe and sanitary dwelling within a year from the latest of the 
following dates:

• Date that information on comparable homes for sale is provided to you
• Date you receive final payment for the state-acquired property
• Date the estimate of just compensation is deposited in court (for condemnation cases)

A homeowner has 18 months from the moving date or the date of final payment for the state-acquired dwelling 
to file relocation claims, whichever is later.

Tenants
Tenants must occupy a decent, safe and sanitary dwelling within one year of their date of move. After the moving 
date has been established, a tenant has 18 months to file relocation claims. 

RESIDENTIAL HOUSING PAYMENTS

There are three types of housing payments:
• Housing supplement
• Rental supplement
• Purchase down payment

The type of housing payment you receive depends on whether you are a legal owner or tenant, and how long you 
have lived in your home. 

OCCUPANCY REQUIREMENTS

Owners who reside in their home for 90 days or more may be eligible for:
• Housing supplement or Rental supplement
• Incidental closing costs
• Increased interest differential

Owners or tenants who reside in their home for 1 day or more may be eligible for:
• Rental supplement or Purchase down payment
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HOUSING SUPPLEMENT
FOR OWNER-OCCUPANTS WHO HAVE LIVED IN THEIR HOMES FOR 90 DAYS OR MORE

How do you become eligible for a replacement housing supplement payment?

As a homeowner, you may be eligible to receive a replacement housing supplement payment from $0 to $31,000. 
The exact amount of the housing supplement payment will be determined by calculations based on the following:

(1) Acquisition price of the acquired dwelling
(2) Listing price of comparable dwellings
(3) Sales price of the replacement dwelling

To receive a replacement housing supplement payment, you must:

(1) Own and occupy your home for at least 90 days before MDOT’s first written  
 	offer to buy the real estate

(2) Sell your home to MDOT
(3) Follow the claim-filing time limits and procedures

To claim the replacement housing supplement payment, a copy of the purchase agreement or land contract and a 
certification that the home passed a decent, safe and sanitary inspection are required.

If you are building a replacement house, a copy of the deed for the land, construction contract, occupancy 
permit, and copies of bills and paid receipts are required.

If you decide to move into rental housing instead of purchasing a replacement home, you may request a rental 
supplement determination.
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COMPUTATION OF HOUSING SUPPLEMENT

EXAMPLE #1:
Assume the fair market value of your home is $125,000. Per Public Act 367 of 2006, the acquisition price would 
be $156,250 ($125,000 x 125%). After a search of comparable houses in the market, MDOT determined that a 
decent, safe, and sanitary replacement home will cost you $130,000. The housing supplement would be $0.00.

	 Listing price of comparable house.................	  
	 Acquisition price of acquired house.............. ________ 
	 Housing supplement .......................................	  

EXAMPLE #2:
Assume the fair market value of your home is $50,000. Per Public Act 367 of 2006, the acquisition price would  
be $62,500 ($50,000 x 125%). After a search of comparable houses on the market, MDOT determined that 
a decent, safe, and sanitary replacement home will cost you $75,000. The housing supplement would be a 
maximum of $12,500.
 
	 Listing price of comparable house.................	  
	 Acquisition price of acquired house.............. ________	  
	 Housing supplement.......................................	  

$130,000
- 156,250

$ -0-

$75,000
- 62,500
$12,500
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RENTAL SUPPLEMENT
FOR OWNER-OCCUPANTS AND TENANTS WHO HAVE LIVED IN THEIR HOMES  
FOR 1 DAY OR MORE

If you wish to rent a replacement dwelling, you may be eligible to receive a rental supplement. To receive this 
payment you must:

 (1) Live in your home for at least one day before MDOT’s first written offer to buy the real estate
 (2) Follow the claim-filing time limits and procedures

The rental supplement payment is to help you pay the increased rental costs, if any, which you incur in renting a 
comparable replacement dwelling that is decent, safe and sanitary. The amount of the rental supplement payment 
may range from $0 to $7,200.

To claim the rental supplement, a copy of the lease agreement, rental payment receipt, proof of income and a 
certification that the home passed a decent, safe and sanitary inspection are required.

Tenants may use the rental supplement as a purchase down payment if they desire to do so.
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COMPUTATION OF RENTAL SUPPLEMENT 

Suppose you have been paying $600 per month, including utilities, for the dwelling you occupy. After a study of 
the rental market, MDOT determines that a comparable replacement dwelling will cost $630, including utilities. 
The maximum rental payment you may receive in this case is $30 per month for 42 months, or $1,260.

	 Comparable replacement................. 
	 Current rent + utilities...................... _______ 
	 Maximum rental supplement.......... 		  x 42 months = $1,260

If you select a replacement dwelling which rents for more than the comparable replacement dwelling, you will be 
paid on the basis of comparable replacement cost. 

EXAMPLE #1:
	 Replacement...................................... 
	 Comparable replacement................. _______
	 Additional cost to you...................... 		  per month

If you select a replacement dwelling which rents for less than the comparable replacement dwelling, the rental 
supplement is based on actual costs.

EXAMPLE #2:
	 Replacement....................................... 
	 Current rent + utilities...................... _______ 
	 Rental supplement............................. 		  x 42 months = $630

$630
- 600

$30

$650 
- 630 

$20 

$615 
- 600 

$15
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PURCHASE DOWN PAYMENT
FOR OWNER-OCCUPANTS AND TENANTS WHO HAVE LIVED IN THEIR HOMES  
FOR 1 DAY OR MORE

You may be eligible to receive up to $7,200 toward a down payment on the purchase of a decent, safe and 
sanitary replacement dwelling. This payment is intended to help with the down payment required to  
purchase a home.

The purchase down payment is established by the amount of your determined rental supplement and may  
be applied to both a down payment and certain eligible closing costs. For example, $6,000 may be used for 
the down payment, and $1,200 may be applied toward some of your eligible closing costs for a total of $7,200. 
The entire purchase down payment amount must be applied to the purchase of a decent, safe and sanitary 
replacement dwelling. 

To claim the purchase down payment, a copy of the purchase agreement, land contract, mortgage or deed,  
and a certification that the home passed a decent, safe and sanitary inspection are required.

If you are building the replacement house, a copy of the deed for the land, construction contract, occupancy 
permit, and copies of the invoices and receipts are required.
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INCIDENTAL EXPENSES
FOR OWNER-OCCUPANTS OF 90 DAYS OR MORE

This payment is designed to reimburse the owner-occupant of 90 days or more for the expense of securing a 
mortgage on a replacement dwelling. Eligible expenses include the reasonable cost of:

		  Administrative fee				    Mobile home transfer and sale tax**
		  Application fee				    Mortgage application fee
		  Appraisal fee					     Mortgage insurance*
		  Assumption fee				    Mortgage title insurance**
		  Closing Fee					     Notary fees
		  Commencement notice 			   Permits/certifications
		  Credit report					     Processing fees
		  Discount point(s)*				    Recording fees
		  Document preparation fee			   Survey
		  Escrow fee					     Tax service fee
		  Inspections					     Title insurance**
		  Legal fees					     Transfer tax**
		  Loan origination fee*				    Underwriting fee		

To claim reimbursement for eligible incidental expenses or closing costs, copies of the closing statement, deed or 
land contract, and the inspector’s certification of code compliance are required. If there is no existing mortgage, 
many of these costs are ineligible for payment. Prepaid taxes, prepaid insurance and prepaid interest are not 
eligible for reimbursement.

* Reimbursement for this expense is limited.
 The limit is based on the balance of the owner-occupant’s existing mortgage.

** Reimbursement for this expense is limited. 
The limit is based on the amount of the highest comparable replacement dwelling.

INCREASED INTEREST DIFFERENTIAL

If you purchase a new home and are required to pay a higher interest rate than on your existing mortgage, you 
may be reimbursed for the extra cost. This payment is determined based on the balances of the existing and new 
mortgages, years remaining on the shorter mortgage term and the difference in interest rates.
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RESIDENTIAL MOVING PAYMENTS

Move Options 
All displaced residents are entitled to a payment to move themselves and/or their personal property from the 
acquired dwelling to a replacement dwelling. Displaced individuals and families may choose to move based on 
the following options:

(1) Commercial Move
(2) Self-move - Fixed-move Cost Schedule
(3) Self-move - Actual Cost

Commercial Move
A commercial move is performed by a commercial mover and must be supported by an itemized invoice, 
detailed inventory sheet and receipts.

Self-move - Fixed-move Cost Schedule
A self-move - fixed-move cost schedule move is performed by the displaced individual and the payment is based 
on the number of rooms in your dwelling. This payment is intended to include all moving and related expenses 
and does not have to be supported by invoices and receipts.
 

Self-move - Actual Cost
A self-move - actual-cost move is performed by the displaced individual and must be supported by receipts for  
labor and equipment. 

ELIGIBLE ACTUAL MOVING EXPENSES

Eligible moving and related expenses include, but are not limited to:
 • Transportation costs to the new location (limited to a 50-mile distance)
 • Packing/unpacking, crating/uncrating, loading/unloading of personal property
 • Disconnecting, dismantling, removing, reassembling and reinstalling relocated household appliances 

and other personal property
 • Storage of personal property (with preapproval by MDOT and limited to one year)
 • Insurance costs while personal property is in storage
 • Replacement value of property lost, stolen, or damaged in the process of moving, if insurance is not 

reasonably available
 • Any license, permit, fees or certification required at the replacement dwelling
 • Other related expenses
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BUSINESS, FARM AND NONPROFIT RELOCATION

If MDOT buys the real estate and your business, farm or nonprofit organization is displaced, you may be eligible 
to receive business relocation payments for: 

 • Reestablishment
 • Moving
 • Fixed payment (in lieu of reestablishment and moving payments)

CLAIM FILING 

All claims for relocation benefits shall be filed with MDOT within 18 months after:

 • For business tenants - the date of displacement
 • For business owners - the date of displacement or the date of final payment for the acquisition of the real 

property (whichever is later)

All claims for relocation benefits shall be supported by documentation such as invoices, receipts, certified 
documents, appraisals or other evidence of expenses.

To make a relocation claim, copies of paid invoices or receipts must be provided. Invoices and receipts relating 
directly to the move of personal property must include the following when applicable: an itemized inventory, 
number of cartons/containers of miscellaneous items, estimated weight and/or cubic content, type of equipment 
to be used, number of movers, number of hours and hourly rate for equipment and personnel, and all other 
charges used in arriving at a total cost.
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MOVING FOR BUSINESSES, FARMS AND NONPROFITS

Move Options
All displaced businesses, farms, and nonprofits are entitled to a payment to move themselves and/or their 
personal property from the acquired business, farm or nonprofit. A displaced business, farm or nonprofit may 
choose to move based on the following options:

(1) Commercial Move
(2) Self-move - Actual Cost
(3) Self-move - Estimated Cost

Commercial Move
A commercial move is performed by a commercial mover and is based on the lower of two bids or estimates 
prepared by a commercial mover.

Self-move - Actual Cost
A self-move - actual cost move is performed by the displaced business, farm or nonprofit and must be supported 
by receipts for labor and equipment. Hourly labor rates must not exceed the cost paid by a commercial mover 
to employees performing the same activity. Equipment rental fees must be based on the actual rental cost of the 
equipment and cannot exceed the cost paid by a commercial mover.

Self-move - Estimated Cost
A self-move - estimated cost move is performed by the displaced owner and is based on the lower of two bids or 
estimates prepared by a commercial mover. 
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ELIGIBLE ACTUAL MOVING EXPENSES:

• Transportation costs to the new location (limited to a 50-mile distance)
• Packing/unpacking, crating/uncrating, loading/unloading of personal property
• Disconnecting, dismantling, removing, reassembling and reinstalling machinery, equipment, substitute 

personal property, and connections to utilities available within the building
• Modifications to personal property, including those mandated by federal, state or local law, code or 

ordinance, necessary to adapt it to the replacement structure, the replacement site or utilities at the 
replacement site

• Modifications necessary to adapt the utilities at the replacement site to the personal property
• Storage (preapproved by MDOT and up to 12 months)
• Insurance for personal property moved
• Replacement value of property lost, stolen or damaged through no fault of the displaced individual or 

owner when insurance is not available
• Any license, permit, fees or certification required at the replacement site (remaining life prorated)
• Professional services for planning the move, moving the personal property and installing the relocated 

personal property at the replacement site
• Re-lettering signs and replacement of stationery made obsolete by the move
• Actual loss of personal property resulting from the move or discontinuance of business. Payment is 

determined by the LESSER of either:
 		  (a) Fair market value of item for continued use less any proceeds from sale
		  (b) Estimated cost to move
• Reasonable cost in attempting to sell an item not being relocated
• Purchase of substitute personal property. Payment is determined by the LESSER of either:
 		  (a) Purchase price plus installation cost minus proceeds from sale of original item
		  (b) Estimated cost to move
• Search for replacement site (maximum reimbursement - $2,500). Includes: transportation, meals, 

lodging, time/fees paid to a real estate agent to locate a replacement site
• Connection to available nearby utilities from the right of way to the improvements at the replacement site
• Professional services in connection with the purchase or lease of a replacement site, including, but not 

limited to, soil testing and feasibility and marketing studies
• Impact fees or “one-time” assessments at the replacement site
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NOTIFICATIONS AND INSPECTIONS

A business, farm or nonprofit must provide MDOT an approximate date of the start of the move or disposition of 
personal property and an inventory of the items to be moved. They also must allow MDOT to make reasonable 
and timely inspections of personal property at both the displacement and replacement sites, and allow MDOT to 
monitor the move.

REESTABLISHMENT 

This payment is designed to help small businesses (500 or less employees) and landlords reestablish at a different 
location. Expenses must be incurred in relocating and reestablishing at the replacement site. The total amount of 
expenses must not exceed $25,000 and must be supported by itemized invoices and receipts.

Eligible expenses include:
• Repairs or improvements to the replacement real property as required by law, code or ordinance
• Modifications to the replacement property to accommodate the business or make the replacement 

structure suitable for conducting the business
• Construction and installation of exterior signs to advertise the business
• Redecoration or replacement of soiled or worn surfaces at the replacement site, such as paint,  

paneling or carpeting
• Advertisement of replacement location
• Estimated increased costs of operation during the first two years at the replacement site  

(e.g., rent, utilities, taxes and insurance)

Ineligible expenses include:
• Purchase of capital assets, including, but not limited to, office furniture, filing cabinets, machinery  

and trade fixtures 
• Purchase of manufacturing materials, production supplies, product inventory or other items used in the 

normal course of the business operation
• Interior or exterior refurbishment at the replacement site for aesthetic purposes
• Interest on money borrowed to make the move or purchase the replacement property
• Payment to a part-time business in the home that does not contribute materially* to the household income
• Cost of new construction

* “Contribute materially” is defined as having a two-year average annual gross receipt of at least $5,000, 
average annual net earnings of at least $1,000, or contributing at least 33 1/3 percent of the owner’s annual gross 
household income from all sources.
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FIXED PAYMENT
(IN LIEU OF MOVING AND RELATED EXPENSES)

A displaced business, farm or nonprofit organization may receive a fixed payment based on income in lieu of a 
payment for moving and reestablishment expenses if it:

• Owns or rents personal property displaced by the project and the business actually vacates or relocates 
from its site

• Cannot be relocated without a substantial loss of its existing patronage (clientele or net earnings)
• Is not part of a chain with more than three other entities which are:
		  (1) NOT being acquired, AND
		  (2) under same ownership, AND
		  (3) engaged in the same or similar business
• Is not in the business of renting sites or dwellings to others
• Contributed materially to income of the business owner the previous two years

The amount of the fixed payment is based on the average annual net earnings of the displaced business or 
farm. The payment amount for a nonprofit organization is based on an average of two years gross revenues less 
administrative expenses. The fixed payment may not be less than $1,000 or more than $40,000.

A displaced business or nonprofit organization must be able to show a bona fide operation to claim a payment 
based on income in lieu of moving and related expenses. If only a portion of a property is acquired by the state, 
a business or nonprofit organization will not be eligible for this payment if it is determined that continued 
operation is economically possible on the remaining property. In the case of a partial acquisition of land from a 
farm operation, a fixed payment will be made only if the acquisition results in the farmer being displaced from 
the operation on the remaining land, or if it substantially changes the nature of the farm operation.

Copies of income tax returns for two years and a statement indicating why the business, nonprofit or farm 
cannot be relocated without a substantial loss of clients and/or income should be submitted with the claim.
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ALLOWED OCCUPANCY PERIOD 

When the MDOT agent first visits, you will be given a written Relocation Eligibility Notice (MDOT Form 626)  
stating that you have at least 90 days from the date of the visit before you will be required to move. The 
Relocation Eligibility Notice is not a notice to vacate. The 90-day period allows you time to search for a 
replacement property. During or after the 90-day period, title to the property you occupy may be transferred to 
MDOT. When title to the property transfers, you will be given a “notice to vacate.” You will not be required to 
move prior to the date on the Relocation Eligibility Notice

If you are a tenant, you must continue to pay rent to the present owner until MDOT purchases the property. You 
will then receive a notice to vacate from MDOT that specifies the time limit of your occupancy, and you will not 
be required to pay rent during this period. 

Depending on the situation, MDOT may allow a short-term continued occupancy. Continued occupancy after 
the time limit set forth in the “notice to vacate” will require a rental agreement with the department which 
specifies the rate of rent, the date payment begins and any other conditions agreed to by you and MDOT. 

If you rent from MDOT, you must properly maintain the property and be responsible for utility payments.

INELIGIBLE MOVING EXPENSES 
FOR RESIDENCES, BUSINESSES, NONPROFITS AND FARMS

 • Cost of moving structures or improvements reserved by the owner
 • Interest on a loan covering moving expenses
 • Loss of goodwill
 • Loss of profit
 • Loss of trained employees
 • Additional operating expenses in a new location (except those covered under reestablishment expenses)
 • Personal injury
 • Legal fees to prepare relocation claims or for representation before the department
 • Expenses to search for a replacement dwelling (residential only)
 • Physical changes to the business or farm location  

(except those covered under moving and reestablishment expenses)
 • Costs to store personal property on property already owned or leased by the property owner

EMINENT DOMAIN

If the department is unable to reach an agreement with you as an owner-occupant for the purchase of your 
property, you may nevertheless be entitled to moving costs and relocation benefits as set forth in this booklet. 
Moving costs may be claimed after the move.
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YOUR RIGHT TO APPEAL

If you wish to contest the determination of eligibility for a relocation payment or the amount of payment, you 
may contact MDOT’s Region Real Estate Agent, who will review the determination and render a decision. If 
you wish to contest the decision, MDOT will provide proper procedures for initiating a formal appeal. You 
will be given a prompt hearing and notice of decision. Appeal procedures and federal regulations governing 
the relocation assistance program may be reviewed at the MDOT Development Services Division - Real Estate 
Section office in Lansing, Mich.
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MICHIGAN DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION OFFICES
REGION OFFICES

SUPERIOR REGION 
1818 Third Ave. North
Escanaba, MI 49829
Phone: 906-786-1800
Fax: 906-789-9775 

NORTH REGION 
1088 M-32 East
Gaylord, MI 49735
Phone: 989-731-5090
Fax: 989-731-0536

GRAND REGION 
1420 Front Ave., N.W.
Grand Rapids, MI 49504
Phone: 616-451-3091
Fax: 616-451-0707

BAY REGION
55 E. Morley Drive
Saginaw, MI 48601
Phone: 989-754-0878
Fax: 989-754-8122

SOUTHWEST REGION
1501 East Kilgore Road
Kalamazoo, MI 49001
Phone: 269-337-3900
Fax: 269-337-3916

UNIVERSITY REGION
4701 W. Michigan Ave.
Jackson, MI 49201
Phone: 517-750-0401 
Fax: 517-750-4397
 
METRO REGION
18101 W. Nine Mile Road
Southfield, MI 48075
Phone: 248-483-5100 
Fax: 248-569-3103
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Information contained in this booklet may be obtained in an alternative format by contacting:  
MDOT Development Services Division - Real Estate Services Section

P.O. Box 30050
Lansing, MI 48909

Telephone: 517-373-2200
TDD/TTY through the Michigan Relay Center: 800-649-3777

MDOT: Providing the highest quality integrated transportation  
services for economic benefit and improved quality of life.

XXXXX copies printed at $XX.XX each for a total cost of $XXX.XX
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