
City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, August 5, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation 

 Associate Pastor John Schneider – First Assembly Of God 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru C (Roll Call Vote Required) 

(All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. Unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion 
is required regarding an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.) 

A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of July 15, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $1,804,649.03 for the period ending August 6, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be asked to authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with FTC&H 

to provide professional services for the Water Distribution System Reliability Study. 
D. Council will be asked to receive the following administrative reports and approved 

minutes to be placed on file: 
1) 03-19-2013 SHARA Minutes 
2) 05-14-2013 SHARA Minutes 
3) 07-16-2013 SHARA Minutes 
4) 06-11-2013 South Haven Memorial Library Minutes 
5) 07-16-2013 Liberty Hyde Baily Museum Minutes 

 
If a member of the public wishes to address any of the following items listed on the agenda they will be given a 
chance to speak prior to Council discussing the item. They will be given up to 5 minutes to address their concerns. 

 
BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
 
6. City Council will be asked to consider the appointment of Rebecca Linstrom to fill a 4-

year term on the Liberty Hyde Baily Museum Board expiring in 2017. 
 

7. City Council will be asked to consider the appointment of Terri Webb to fill a 3-year 
term on the Planning Commission expiring in 2016. 

 
8. City Council will be asked to consider the appointment of Mark Wheeler to fill a 3-year 

term on the Zoning Board of Appeals expiring in 2016. 
 

City of South Haven 



South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

NEW BUSINESS 
 
9. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-45 a resolution to set a public 

hearing date for consideration of an application for an IFT exemption certificate 
requested by Elbe & Sohn. 
 

10. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-46 a resolution affirming the 
City of South Haven is a welcoming community in support of “Welcoming Week”, 
September 15-22, 2013. 

 
11. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-47 a resolution to amend the 

Utility Policy, regarding hydrant water sales. 
 

12. City Council will be asked to consider approval of a temporary sign request from 
Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum, for the “Brown Bag Botany and Brunch at the Baileys’.” 

 
13. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

(You will be given up to 5 minutes to address your concerns.) 
 
14. City Manager’s Comments 
 
15. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
16. Adjourn 
  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Brian Dissette, City Manager 
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City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, July 15, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Mayor Burr at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation 

 
 Minister Douglas Pompey – Emmanuel Community Church 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present: Arnold, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Absent: Fitzgibbon 
 
Moved by Patterson to excuse Councilmember Fitzgibbon due to personal business. 
Seconded by Arnold. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

 
Moved by Patterson to approve the agenda. Seconded by Gruber 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru C (Roll Call Vote Required) 
 

Moved by Arnold seconded by Patterson to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of July 1, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $524,643.91 for the period ending July 15, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be asked to consider a motion to approve  professional services agreements 

for the following projects:  
1) Street Resurfacing on Center Street, Conger Street, and Wilson Street:  $86,500.00 
2) Monroe Bluff Restoration:  $14,300.00 
3) BMX Pump Track:  $6,500.00 

 
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 

Yeas: Arnold, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Nays: None 
 

City of South Haven 
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Motion carried 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
6. City Council will be asked to consider the following regarding the Kalamazoo Street 

Phase 2 Special Assessment: 
 
A. Hold a public hearing regarding the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Special 

Assessment District. 
B. Approve Resolution 2013-39 for confirmation of the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 

Special Assessment roll; lien; payment and collection of the special 
assessment. 

C. Approve construction contract for the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Special 
Assessment. 

D. Approve materials testing contract for the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Project. 
E. Instruct City Manager to prepare an update to the city’s property tax exemption 

policy for the City Council’s consideration, to provide relief for poverty 
stricken property owners with special assessment debt. 

 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to consider a variety of actions on 
whether to allow the Kalamazoo Street Reconstruction Phase 2 project to proceed. 
 
At the July 1st regular meeting, the City Council tabled action related to the Kalamazoo 
Street Reconstruction Phase 2 project.  The decision to table action was reached after the 
City Council heard complaints from the impacted property owners about the use of the 
special assessment district (SAD) and the potential for personal hardship due to the SAD.  
At that time, the city’s staff agreed to review the potential for poverty exemptions from the 
SAD and to review whether the city’s SAD terms were competitive.   
 
The city’s attorney has reviewed the General Property Tax Act and noted that the city has 
adopted a policy to provide a property tax exemption to qualified homeowners who, by 
reason of poverty, are unable to contribute to the public charges.  The city’s attorney has 
noted that a similar accommodation can be provided to property owners who are unable to 
pay special assessment installments relating to public water and sewer improvements.  As a 
result, should the City Council wish to offer this exemption, staff will prepare the files for the 
City Council’s consideration.  Attached is an attorney opinion which confirms that exemption 
program could be offered to property owners who have been part of a recent SAD.   
 
The City Council approved a similar program, specifically for property tax relief, at the 
November 19, 2012 regular meeting.  In an effort to create a more acceptable local level for 
the poverty guidelines, staff modified the asset standards to reflect the asset eligibility 
limitation to not exceed $5,000 (as opposed to the original $2,000). Further, the guidelines 
were modified to reflect that an individual’s primary motor vehicle would not be included in 
the asset calculation. The final adjustment that staff made to the proposed guidelines was to 
increase the poverty threshold maximum income level by $5,000 per unit of family. 
Ultimately the adjustments made by staff were accepted by the City Council and the 
guidelines were approved and adopted. These modified guidelines have been used since 
2009. 
 
As part of that program approval, the City Council adopted poverty standards which exceed 
the State’s minimum standard, and are intended to provide a benefit to a greater number of 
applicants.  Should the City Council wish to offer a similar benefit to individuals with SAD 
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debt, staff would work with the city’s attorney to establish a similar program and similar 
poverty exemption guidelines.   
 
With regards to the city’s percentage applied to SAD amounts, the city has traditionally 
charged 4.5%.  Staff has inquired with other communities about the percentage being 
charged for special assessments.  Below is a breakdown of those amounts: 
 

 City of St. Joseph: 6.00% interest, 10 year terms 
 City of Grand Haven: 6:00% interest 
 City of Holland: 1.5% under the prime rate or 2.00% minimum 
 City of Dowagiac: 4.25%, 10 year terms 

 
Based on the informal polling of surrounding communities, it appears the accepted interest 
rate is placed at a reasonable level. 
 
Finally, the city’s staff recommends the City Council proceeds with the Kalamazoo Street 
Reconstruction Phase 2 project, SAD approval, and contract awards.  In the attached staff 
report, it is noted that if the contract is not awarded on July 15th staff will likely need to rebid 
the street reconstruction project.  The rebidding is likely to result in higher project costs and 
potentially higher assessment amounts.  This is due to the current recommended contractor, 
DeSal Excavating, having a substantially lower construction bid than the city’s other bidders.  
Staff anticipates that if rebidding is required, the project will not be constructed until the 
spring of 2014 and the costs are likely to rise. 

 
Item A: Hold public hearing regarding the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Special 
Assessment. 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to open the public hearing regarding the Kalamazoo Street Phase 
2 Special Assessment. Seconded by Klavins. 

 
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 
Yeas: Arnold, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Nays: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Denise Lewis from Emmanuel Community Church – Questioned how the church differs 
from others in regards to paying special assessment. Also voiced concerns about water 
build up in church parking lot by Elkenburg and Kalamazoo Streets. 
 
Elaine Herbert – Voiced concerns about the inequality of special assessments. 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to close the public hearing regarding the Kalamazoo Street Phase 
2 Special Assessment. Seconded by Patterson. 

 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
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Item B: Approve Resolution 2013-39 for confirmation of the Kalamazoo Street 
Phase 2 Special Assessment roll; lien; payment and collection of the special 
assessment. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve Resolution 2013-39 for conformation of the Kalamazoo 
Street Phase 2 Special Assessment roll; lien; payment and collection of the special 
assessment. Seconded by Arnold. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Item C: Approve construction contract for the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Special 
Assessment. 
 
Moved by Arnold to approve construction contract with DeSal Excavating for the 
Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 Special Assessment. Seconded by Gruber. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Item D: Approve materials testing contract for the Kalamazoo Street Phase 2 
Project. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve materials testing contract with SME for the Kalamazoo 
Street Phase 2 Special Assessment. Seconded by Arnold. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Item E: Instruct City Manager to prepare an update to the city’s property tax 
exemption policy for the City Council’s consideration, to provide relief for poverty 
stricken property owners with special assessment debt. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve City Manager to prepare an update to the city’s property 
tax exemption policy for the City Council’s consideration, to provide relief for poverty 
stricken property owners with special assessment debt. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
7. City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2013-42 to approve and 

submit the language of the proposed amendment to Chapter 4, Section 4.15 of the 
Charter of the City of South Haven, Michigan. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to consider a resolution to place 
ballot language on the November 5, 2013 ballot, which asks the city’s voters whether they 
wish to amend the city’s Charter to remove term limits for the city’s appointed boards and 
commissions.  Please note; this ballot proposal does not seek to change the use of term 
limits for the City Council. 
 
As part of this year’s priority setting process, the City Council expressed interest in exploring 
the possibility of removing the term limit provision for board and commission members.  That 
priority is listed below: 
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Priority #9; City Code & Charter Review 

City Council will seek to review and consider possible alterations to the City’s Code of 
Ordinances. The following tasks will be completed: 
 

 During the 2013-14 fiscal year Council will work with staff to review and consider 
alterations to the City’s Code of Ordinances to ensure best practices.  Staff will be 
expected to prepare a variety of code review reports, with possible alterations, 
for the City Council’s consideration. 

 Included in the review process, the Council will work with staff to review term 
limits on appointed boards and commissions, and consider whether term limits are 
still beneficial to the City of South Haven. 

 
As part of the effort to advance this issue, the city’s staff has worked with the city attorney to 
review whether term limits, for appointed boards and commissions, are common for 
communities within the State of Michigan and to prepare possible ballot language for the 
Council’s consideration.  The city’s attorney has noted that the use of term limits for 
appointed boards and commissions varies amongst communities throughout the state.  The 
attorney further noted that the process for placing the language onto an upcoming ballot 
requires action from the City Council and officials from the State of Michigan.  Should the 
Council wish to proceed with this process; the Council will need to adopt a resolution which 
allows staff to forward the proposal to the Governor’s office and Attorney General’s office for 
review and comment.  Once the review process is completed, then the City Council could 
consider placing the item onto the November 5, 2013 ballot, for the city resident’s 
consideration. 
 
The ballot language described in the attached resolution reads as follows: 
 

 Shall Chapter 4, Section 4.15 of the City Charter be amended to provide that 
members of all Boards and Commissions may serve on the same body without term 
limits? 

 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to approve Resolution 2013-42 to approve and submit the language of 
the proposed amendment to Chapter 4, Section 4.15 of the Charter of the City of South 
Haven, Michigan. Seconded by Gruber. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Mary Lynn Bugge – voiced concerns about the board and commission appointment process. 
 
Denise Lewis – Asked that Council please speak up because she is struggling to hear the 
meeting. 

 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

8. City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2013-43 intent to 
establish a Corridor Improvement Authority to address issues related to the I-196 
Business Loop and M-43 in the city limits. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to consider a resolution of intent to 
proceed with the establishment of a Corridor Improvement Authority to address issues 
related to the I-196 Business Loop and M-43 in the city limits.   
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As part of this year’s priority setting process, the City Council expressed interest in planning 
improvements to the I-196 Business Loop and exploring financing for those improvements. 
That priority is listed below: 
 
Priority #5; Infrastructure Maintenance & Improvements 

City Council will seek to maintain the highest quality public infrastructure.  The following 
tasks will be completed: 
 During the 2013-14 fiscal year Council will work with staff and the Board of Public 
Utilities to explore the city’s sanitary sewer system and eliminate  inflow  and infiltration  
of  storm  water  connections  from  flowing  to  the   Waste  Water Treatment Plant. 
 During the 2013-14 fiscal year Council will work with staff to plan and explore the 
possible creation of a Corridor Improvement District, which seeks to improve the public 
infrastructure on portion of Broadway and Phoenix Streets. 
 
For tonight’s meeting, staff has prepared the necessary materials for the City Council to 
consider whether or not to proceed with the establishment of the proposed Corridor 
Improvement Authority. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve Resolution 2013-43 intent to establish a Corridor 
Improvement Authority to address issues related to the I-196 Business Loop and M-43 in the 
city limits. Seconded by Kozlik Wall. 

 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

9. City Council will be asked to consider approval of a temporary sign to promote the 
South Haven app. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Elaine Herbert – Propose that Council allow Chamber of Commerce to only hang one 
banner for their app. Voiced concern that this is blight. 
 
Mary Lynn Bugge – Asked if signs have been reviewed by the zoning board. Agrees with 
Elaine that this is blight. 
 
NO ACTION TAKEN 
 

10. City Council will be asked to consider Special Event 2013-26 Elkenberg Basketball 
Festival. 

 
Background Information: This special event, Elkenburg Basketball Festival, is ready for City 
Council to approve.  

 
W.O.R.D. Impact is requesting to use Elkenburg Park on July 19th from 8:00pm – 12:00 am 
each day for a basketball game.  They are also requesting to bring in additional lights.  

 
The organization originally requested to do this event, called Summer Jam Midnight, on July 
20th from 10:00 pm – 1:00 am but it was denied by City Council due to another event 
occurring on the 20th and the lateness of the event. During that City Council meeting it was 
suggested to the event organizer that they move the event to another night and end the 
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event by the park’s closing time of 10:00 pm. There were also many residents who live near 
the park, of the park that came forward stating that they also do not want to see the event 
occur past the closing time of the park. 

 
Staff has reviewed this special event application and the following is a list of issues they 
have with this event. 

 
 Event goes two hours past closing time of park. 

 
 Neighbors of the park will be affected by the additional lights brought in and the noise 

(there were complaints about the lights from last year’s event). 
 

Due to the facts presented above, staff would recommend that City Council not approve this 
special event as submitted but should consider approving this event with one of the 
following considerations: 

 
1) Event would begin earlier in the day and end by 10:00 pm (closing time of the park). 

 
2) Event would begin earlier in the day and end by 11:00 pm (the same time other city 

events, such as Harborfest, Fireworks and the Blueberry Festival, end). 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Denise Lewis from Emmanuel Community Church – In favor of this event going to 11 p.m. 
 
Dorothy Sherrod – Asks that this event is only approved until 10 p.m. Concerned with trash 
left by basketball players from the previous weekend. Concerned that park is not completed. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve Special Event 2013-26 Elkenberg Basketball Festival to run 
from 7 p.m. to 11 p.m. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Voted No: Arnold 
 
Motion Carried 

 
11. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-44 to ensure compliance with 

Public Act 95 of 2013 by the City of South Haven electric utility. 
 

Background Information: On July 1, 2013, Gov. Snyder signed Senate Bill 284 creating 
Public Act 95 of 2013.  The bill authorizes the Public Service Commission to raise up to $50 
million annually for low income energy assistance in Michigan.  The money will be placed in 
the Low Income Energy Assistance Fund (LIEAF) and will be dispensed by the Department 
of Human Services.  The legislation requires that the money collected from a geographic 
area is returned, to the extent possible, to that geographic area.  Low income customers will 
be able to receive State assistance to pay electric, natural gas, and propane bills. 

 
In order to raise the $50 million annual stipend, the legislation requires all electric utilities in 
Michigan, including municipal utilities, to place a monthly surcharge on customer bills and 
send the collected money to the State on an annual basis.  The monthly surcharge will be 
established by the State but will not be more than $1.00 per customer.  A customer who has 
multiple meters at their residence is to be billed the surcharge on only one meter. 
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The legislation does include an opt-out provision for all utilities.  Each year, a utility may file 
a notice with the Public Service Commission by July 1 indicating that they desire to opt out 
of collecting the surcharge.  A utility that opts out may not shut off service to any residential 
customer from November 1 to April 15 for nonpayment of a delinquent account.  The 
deadline for the opt-out notice has been extended to July 24, 2013 to permit municipal 
utilities to consider the opt-out provision.  Michigan’s two largest electric providers, 
Consumers Energy and DTE, both intend to collect the surcharge.  Low income customers 
of a utility that opts out of collecting the surcharge are still eligible to apply for assistance 
from the Department of Human Services. 

 
The Michigan Municipal Electric Association (MMEA) is performing a joint filing on July 24, 
2013 on behalf of its 41 members, including South Haven.  As of July 3, 4 members have 
elected to collect the surcharge and 6 have elected to opt out. 

 
In 2009, the legislature passed a series of bills that placed winter shutoff restrictions on 
municipal utilities.  These bills place restrictions on performing winter shutoffs for certain 
customers.  Eligible military customers, critical care customers, and senior citizens are 
provided certain shutoff protections by these bills.  In addition, there are specific steps 
outlined that must be followed by the City to legally shut off a residential customer during the 
heating season (defined as November 1 through March 31).  Due to the complexity of the 
legislation, the City’s practice has been to restrict all residential shutoffs during the heating 
season.  If the City elects to opt out of collecting the low income surcharge, we will not be 
permitted to shut off service to any residential customer from November 1 to April 15 for 
nonpayment of a delinquent account.  Since we already limit winter shutoffs, utility 
operations will not be substantially changed if the City elects to opt out. 

 
A special meeting of the Board of Public Utilities was held on Thursday, July 11, 2013.  The 
Board reviewed Public Act 95 and recommends that Council pass a resolution opting out of 
participating in Public Act 95 of 2013.  The Board’s recommendation notes that Public Act 
95 penalizes electric customers to subsidize gas customers.  In addition, concerns were 
raised about the lack of a definition of geographic area in Public Act 95 and the low income 
funds being transferred to other parts of the state. 
 
Moved by Gruber to approve Resolution 2013-44 to ensure compliance with Public Act 95 of 
2013 by the City of South Haven electric utility. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
12. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 
Jessica Nickel – Asked where the City is with their review of the utility late fees. 
 
Mary Lynn Bugge – Concerned with bike riders not riding safely. Also concerned with the 
flashing light at Aylworth and Broadway. 
 
David Ashen – Agrees with Mrs. Bugge about the bike riders. Voiced concerns about 
records missing at City Hall. 
 

13. City Manager’s Comments 
 
14. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 
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Klavins – People driving please assume that the bikes do not know where to go or who has 
right of way.  
 
Arnold – Thanks to all the guests tonight for showing up. Thanks to city staff for coming up 
with answers to all questions from last week. Happy anniversary to the Fitzgibbons! 
 
Patterson – Thanks to all the citizens who came out tonight. We do listen and take into 
consideration your concerns. Hope everything goes positively at the basketball tournament. 
 
Gruber – Thanks to staff for all your work. Hopes that the basketball event goes well to 
prove themselves for future events. Beach flags look great. 
 
Kozlik Wall – 4th of July was awesome. Thanks to Mayor Burr for raising the money for this 
event. Props to city employees for a great job with cleanup as the city was very clean by 
early the next morning. Hoping that the basketball event turns out wonderful. 
 
Burr – Reminder that the Maritime Museum is having a fish boil on Saturday as a fundraiser. 
Most of the fish were caught locally. Come out and have a good time. 
 

15. Adjourn 
 
Moved by Patterson to adjourn. Seconded by Kozlik Wall. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Michelle Coffey 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
Approved by City Council: DRAFT 









































































 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 Roger Huff, PE, DPW Director 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: July 30, 2013 
 
RE: Water Distribution System Reliability Study 
 
Background Information: 
 
The City of South Haven owns and operates a Type I Community Public Water Supply (WSSN 
06100).  In addition, South Haven operates two additional Type I Community Public Water 
Supplies under Franchise Agreements.  These include the South Haven/Casco Township 
Sewer and Water Authority (WSSN 06103) and Covert Township (WSSN 01661).  These three 
systems are interconnected and operated as a single distribution system with three separate 
pressure districts. 
 
Part 12 Rules of the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act (Act 399, P.A. of 1976, as amended) 
require that the City conduct a water system reliability study and update the study every five 
years.  Part 16 Rules set forth requirements for preparation of General Plans and include 
requirements for hydraulic analysis of the distribution system. 
 
The City’s last Water System Reliability Study was performed in 2007.  In order to stay in 
compliance with the rules, a new study is required.  The Water System Reliability Study serves 
as the five year capital improvement plan for the Water Utility. 
 
The City’s purchasing policy does not require the solicitation of competitive bids for professional 
services.  In order to ensure that a fair price was offered for completion of the work, staff 
solicited proposals from three engineering firms that are qualified to perform the necessary 
work.  Proposals were received from Fishbeck, Thompson, Carr & Huber (FTC&H), Fleis & 
Vandenbrink, and Prein & Newhof. 
 
FTC&H has a successful record of delivering projects for South Haven, including the new Water 
Filtration Plant.  Staff recommends that FTC&H be selected to complete the 2013 Water System 
Reliability Study.  FTC&H performed the City’s last Water System Reliability Study in 2007.  
Their work at that time included development of a hydraulic model of the distribution system.  
Preparation of the 2013 study will require the hydraulic model be updated to show changes 
made to the system since the completion of the last study.  Because of their familiarity with the 
system, staff time will be minimized during preparation of the report.  The other two firms may 
require additional time from City staff to familiarize them with the City’s facilities. 
 

Department of Public Works 

City of South Haven 

DPW Building • 1199 8th Ave. • South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737 • Fax (269) 637-4778 
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The Board of Public Utilities reviewed the proposals at their July 29, 2013 regular meeting and 
recommended that City Council authorize the City Manager to enter into a contract with FTC&H 
to provide professional services for the Water Distribution System Reliability Study. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Council should be requested to review the proposals and authorize the City Manager to enter 
into a contract with FTC&H to provide professional services for the Water Distribution System 
Reliability Study. 
 
Attachments 
 
Request for Proposals 2013-02 
Proposal:  FTC&H 
Proposal:  Fleis & Vandenbrink 
Proposal:  Prein & Newhof 
 
 
 

http://www.south-haven.com/pages/city_council/ftcandH_Proposal.pdf
http://www.south-haven.com/pages/city_council/FliesandVandenbrink_Proposal.pdf
http://www.south-haven.com/pages/city_council/PreinandNewhof_Proposal.pdf


 
 
 
REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 2013-02 
 
To: Prospective Consultants 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: February 18, 2013 
 
RE: 2013 Water System Reliability Study 
 
The City of South Haven owns and operates a Type I Community Public Water Supply (WSSN 
06100).  In addition, South Haven operates two additional Type I Community Public Water 
Supplies under Franchise Agreements.  These include the South Haven/Casco Township 
Sewer and Water Authority (WSSN 06103) and Covert Township (WSSN 01661).  These three 
systems are interconnected and operated as a single distribution system with three separate 
pressure districts. 
 
Part 12 Rules of the Michigan Safe Drinking Water Act (Act 399, P.A. of 1976, as amended) 
require that the City conduct a water system reliability study and update the study every five 
years.  Part 16 Rules set forth requirements for preparation of General Plans and include 
requirements for hydraulic analysis of the distribution system. 
 
The City is seeking proposals from qualified consultants to assist us with meeting the 
requirements of Part 12 and Part 16 Rules.  It is anticipated that the following minimum Scope 
of Services would be provided: 
 
1. Obtain and review information from the City required for the study.  Such materials would 

include the following: 
a. Construction record drawings of water distribution system improvement projects 

completed since the last study (2006), including valve and hydrant locations. 
b. Construction record drawings of water distribution system improvements that were not 

included with the last study, including valve and hydrant locations. 
c. Water production and consumption information for the City and franchise communities.  

This would include billing record information from Casco Township, South Haven 
Township, Covert Township, and the primary system water users. 

d. A list of the 10 largest water users in the City and the 5 largest water users in each of the 
franchise communities, including locations. 

e. A copy of the current storage tank and pumping operational configurations. 
f. A copy of the most recent Michigan Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) Water 

System Review (“Sanitary Survey”) of the water system. 
g. Any available current population data and population projection data for the City. 
h. Any available planning studies or growth projection data for the service area of franchise 

communities. 
i. Fire flow requirements and Insurance Services Office reports. 

   Dept. of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building • 1199 8th Ave. • South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737 • Fax (269) 637-4778 
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j. Records or reports of current problem areas (frequent repairs, pressure or quality 
complaints, etc.), if any. 

k. A copy of the 2007 Water System Reliability Study. 
l. Recent inspection reports for storage and pumping facilities. 

2. Evaluate the following known deficiencies in the system: 
a. During peak demand periods, it is difficult to maintain acceptable water levels in the 

Standpipe.  The study needs to investigate the piping layout at the Standpipe site to 
determine if a hydraulic restriction exists at the site or if the restriction is within the 
distribution system.  The study also needs to review operation of the system with the 
Standpipe out of service. 

b. During peak demand periods, low pressures have been reported along North Shore 
Drive at the northern end of the low service pressure district.  The study should 
evaluation potential solutions to alleviate these low pressures. 

3. Analyze the historical water use data and population figures and review water usage 
records.  Use this data to project future water use demands for average day, maximum day, 
and maximum hour demands for 5- and 20-year planning periods in line with the 
requirements of the updated Part 399 rules. 

4. Complete hydraulic analysis of the distribution system using the WaterCAD® hydraulic 
model. 
a. Update the hydraulic model for system improvements or modifications made since the 

model was developed during the 2007 reliability study. 
b. Collect field data using hydrant flow tests and calibrate the model.  Primary focus will be 

on recently improved areas of the distribution system.  City of South Haven staff will be 
available to operate valves and hydrants during field investigations. 

c. Complete model runs for the following scenarios: 
(i) Current system under existing demands. 
(ii) Current system under future demands (5 & 20 year). 
(iii) 5 year improvements under 5 year demands 
(iv) 20 year improvements under 20 year demands. 

d. Prepare drawings for graphical representation of model results. 
e. Evaluate model runs and identify deficiencies relative to pressure and fire flows. 
f. Evaluate system improvements needed to reduce or eliminate deficiencies. 
g. Perform extended period simulation as necessary to evaluate the known deficiency 

noted under item 2.a. 
5. Evaluate the need for routine flushing in Casco, Covert, and South Haven Townships. 
6. Develop a prioritized list of recommended improvements in a 5- and 20-year capital 

improvement plan with cost estimates. 
7. Update the water system General Plan drawings with improvements completed since the 

previous study.  Make other corrections where noted by City Staff.  Provide one hard copy 
and electronic copy of the General Plan drawings. 

8. Develop a pipe inventory to satisfy the requirements of the General Plan in conjunction with 
input from the City on pipe materials and age. 

9. Summarize the study in a report format.  Submit the draft report for City review and 
comment.  After integrating City comments, submit the study to the MDEQ for review.  Assist 
the City in obtaining approval from the MDEQ by incorporating applicable MDEQ comments 
into the final report. 
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10. Provide three hard copies and electronic copy of the final report to the City and one hard 
copy to the MDEQ. 

11. Attend meetings with the City as part of the project including: 
a. Project Kickoff Meeting:  Meet with City staff to review the work plan, clarify the City’s 

goals, and obtain required information on the system.  If desired, a representative from 
the MDEQ may be included in the kickoff meeting to ensure that their expectations will 
be met. 

b. Progress Meeting:  Meet with City staff to review the draft report. 
c. Board Meeting:  Present draft report to the City’s Board of Public Utilities. 

 
Prospective consultants should submit information regarding their experience, qualifications, 
schedule, and fees for completing the Water System Reliability Study.  The City will review the 
proposals and select a consultant based on the proposal that best meets the needs of the City.   
 
Questions regarding the proposal should be directed to Larry Halberstadt, City Engineer at 269-
637-0770 or lhalberstadt@south-haven.com.  Proposals should be submitted no later than 
Friday, March 15, 2013. 
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South Haven Area Recreation Authority (SHARA) 

Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, March 19, 2013 
3:00 p.m., South Haven Charter Township Hall 

 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Meeting Opened at 3:00 p.m.  

  
2. Roll Call 

 
Members Present: Mr. Dennis Fitzgibbon, Mr. Dana Getman, Mr. Ross 

Stein, Mr. Mark McClendon  
 

Absent:   Dr. Robert Herrera 
    
Guests:   Mr. Brian Dissette, City Manager, City of South Haven 

Mr. Peter Ter Louw, Southwest Michigan Land 
Conservancy 
Mr. Mike Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers 
Mr. Craig Niephaus, Midwest Civil Engineers 
Mr. Gary Gross  
 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
 

January 15, 2013 Board Meeting: Motion by Getman, seconded by Fitzgibbon 
to approve the minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
4. Approval of Agenda: 

 
Motion by Getman, seconded by McClendon to approve the agenda of the 
March 19, 2013 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will Be Heard on Items Not on the 

Agenda:    
 

No comments were made. 
 
6. Approval of the SHARA Finance Report:  

 
a) The Board discussed the SHARA Finance Report, noting the SHARA 

account now has a balance of $97, 238.44.  Dissette noted that the report 
illustrates bank interest has been paid. 

 
Motion by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Getman to approve the SHARA 
finance report.  All in favor, motion carried. 
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b) The Board was updated on the SHARP account, which now has a balance 
of $24,384.84. 

 
7. Update on the status of the SHARP site: 
 
The Board was provided an update on the SHARP site construction plans by Mr. Mike 
Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers (MCE).  Dopp noted that MCE is making progress on 
the SHARP construction plans, and stated that the project plans are approximately 
90% complete.  Dopp explained that the plans include a premiere level soccer field 
and baseball field, designed with assistance from the Brickman Group.  The premiere 
fields include large expenses for drainage and construction.  The Board discussed 
these fields and the project’s anticipated budget.  Dissette suggested the Board 
consider a workshop session with MCE and the Brickman Group to discuss the design 
features for the premiere fields, so that there is a better understanding of the plans.  
Dissette noted that he would work to schedule a video conference with the designer 
from the Brickman Group, and schedule the session as a Board workshop session.  
Dopp stated he would work with Dissette to schedule the workshop session.   
 
8. Update on the status of the Pilgrim Haven site: 
 
The Board was provided an update on the status of the Pilgrim Haven site from Mr. 
Peter Ter Louw, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy (SWMLC).  Ter Louw 
discussed that the Michigan Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) implementing 
a policy which could exclude publicly controlled properties, received via long-term 
lease from a private entity, from receiving MDNR grants.  Dissette and Ter Louw 
noted that the Pilgrim Haven site was planned to be leased from SWMLC to SHARA, 
as part of a long-term lease agreement.  Dissette described a recent phone 
conference with the MDNR, in which Stein, Fitzgibbon, Dissette, Ter Louw, and 
Representative Aric Nesbitt, were updated on the policy by the MDNR staff.  Ter 
Louw noted that the MDNR expressed a willingness to consider a restrictive covenant 
as an acceptable method to transfer property, but noted that examples sent to the 
MDNR by Dissette were rejected.  Ter Louw agreed to have his contacts at SWMLC 
make contact with the MDNR and attempt to find an acceptable method to transfer 
the Pilgrim Haven to SHARA, while ensuring that MDNR grant funding is still an 
option.  Ter Louw agreed to update the Board as more information becomes 
available. 
 
10. Adjourn 
 
Motion by McClendon, seconded by Getman to adjourn the meeting.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Brian Dissette  
City Manager, City of South Haven  
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South Haven Area Recreation Authority (SHARA) 

Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, May 14, 2013 
7:00 p.m., South Haven Charter Township Hall 

 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Meeting Opened at 7:00 p.m.  

  
2. Roll Call 

 
Members Present: Mr. Dennis Fitzgibbon, Mr. Dana Getman, Mr. Ross Stein 

 
Absent:   Dr. Robert Herrera, Mr. Mark McClendon 
    
Guests:   Mr. Brian Dissette, City Manager, City of South Haven 

Mr. Mike Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers 
 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
 

March 19, 2013 Board Meeting: Motion by Getman, seconded by Fitzgibbon 
to approve the minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
April 17, 2013 Board Workshop Session: Motion by Fitzgibbon, seconded by 
Getman to approve the workshop minutes as presented. All in favor, motion 
carried. 
 
4. Approval of Agenda: 

 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Fitzgibbon to approve the agenda of the 
May 14, 2013 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will Be Heard on Items Not on the 

Agenda:    
 

No comments were made. 
 
6. Approval of the SHARA Finance Report:  

 
a) The Board discussed the SHARA Finance Report, noting the SHARA 

account now has a balance of $97,254.69.  Dissette noted that the report 
illustrates bank interest has been paid. 

 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Fitzgibbon to approve the SHARA 
finance report.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

b) The Board was updated on the SHARP account, which now has a balance 
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of $24,383.58. 
 

7. Update on the status of the SHARP site: 
 
The Board was provided an update on the SHARP site construction plans by Mr. Mike 
Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers (MCE).  Dopp noted that MCE continues to make 
progress on the SHARP construction plans.  Dopp discussed possible changes to the 
plans, which are intended to lower the construction costs of the project.  Fitzgibbon 
discussed efforts to lower the cost of the concession stand, and noted that limiting 
expenses on heating systems and insulation could lower the construction budget.  
The Board discussed the possible changes to the plans and expressed support for the 
effort to lower costs.  Dopp noted that MCE is willing to modify the plans, but a 
contract amendment is needed to fund the work.  The Board expressed support for 
this effort and agreed the contract amendment was an appropriate action. 
 
Motion by Fitzgibbon, seconded by Getman to approve the contract 
amendment with Midwest Civil Engineers to revise the SHARP site design, in 
an effort to lower construction costs of the overall project, for $9,400.00 to 
offset professional services fees.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
8. Update on the status of the Pilgrim Haven site: 
 
Dissette noted that discussions continue with Mr. Peter Ter Louw, Southwest 
Michigan Land Conservancy (SWMLC), about the Pilgrim Haven site in South Haven 
Charter Township.  Dissette noted that Ter Louw continues to discuss the Michigan 
Department of Natural Resources (MDNR) and the agency’s policy which could 
exclude publicly controlled properties, received via long-term lease from a private 
entity, from receiving MDNR grants.  Dissette noted that Ter Louw continues to work 
on the Pilgrim Haven site plan, and is actively exploring ways to partner with SHARA 
and ways to make the property eligible for MDNR grant funds. 
 
10. Adjourn 
 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Fitzgibbon to adjourn the meeting.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Brian Dissette  
City Manager, City of South Haven  
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South Haven Area Recreation Authority (SHARA) 

Regular Meeting 
 

Tuesday, July 16, 2013 
7:00 p.m., South Haven Charter Township Hall 

 
 
MINUTES 
 
1. Call to Order 

 
Meeting Opened at 7:00 p.m.  

  
2. Roll Call 

 
Members Present: Dr. Robert Herrera, Mr. Dana Getman, Mr. Mark 

McClendon  
 

Absent:   Mr. Ross Stein, Mr. Dennis Fitzgibbon 
    
Guests:   Mr. Brian Dissette, City Manager, City of South Haven 

Mr. Mike Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers 
 

3. Approval of Meeting Minutes: 
 

May 14, 2013 Board Meeting: Motion by Getman, seconded by Herrera to 
approve the minutes as presented.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 
June 25 Board Workshop Session: Motion by Getman, seconded by Herrera 
to approve the workshop minutes as presented. All in favor, motion carried. 
 
4. Approval of Agenda: 

 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Herrera to approve the agenda of the July 
16, 2013 meeting.  All in favor, motion carried.  
 
5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will Be Heard on Items Not on the 

Agenda:    
 

No comments were made. 
 
6. Approval of the SHARA Finance Report:  

 
a) The Board discussed the SHARA Finance Report, noting the SHARA 

account now has a balance of $92,254.46.  Dissette noted that the report 
illustrates bank interest has been paid. 

 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Herrera to approve the SHARA 
finance report.  All in favor, motion carried. 
 

b) The Board was updated on the SHARP account, which now has a balance 
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of $24,383.58. 
 

7. Update on the status of the SHARP site: 
 
The Board was provided an update on the SHARP site construction plans by Mr. Mike 
Dopp, Midwest Civil Engineers (MCE).  Dopp noted that MCE continues to make 
progress on the SHARP construction plans.  Dopp indicated that he would present 
plans to the Board, at their next meeting.  Dopp also noted that he anticipated that 
changes to the SHARP plans will likely require Casco Planning Commission review 
and consideration.   
 
8. Update on the status of the Pilgrim Haven site: 
 
Dissette noted that Mr. Peter Ter Louw, Southwest Michigan Land Conservancy 
(SWMLC), invited the Board members to attend a weekend event at the Pilgrim 
Haven site in South Haven Charter Township.  Dissette noted that Ter Louw and 
SWMLC are hosting an open house at the site, on Saturday, July 27th from 10:00 
a.m. until 6:00 p.m.   
 
10. Adjourn 
 
Motion by Getman, seconded by Herrera to adjourn the meeting.  All in 
favor, motion carried.  The meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by, 
 
Brian Dissette  
City Manager, City of South Haven  





LIBERTY HYDE BAILEY MUSEUM BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEEETING 
 
Tuesday, July 16, 2013 
 
Board members present: Robin Reva, Olga Lewis, Joan Hiddema, Anne Long, 
Esther Hansen – Excused absence- Cindy McAlear and David Fenske 
Co-directors – Lauren Denny and John Linstrom.  
Council Rep – Clark Gruber 
Facilities Manager- Bill Lundy 
 
Before the meeting was called to order, Pam Chappell sang the song she had 
composed entitled “Liberty Hyde Bailey.”  She was asked and agreed to 
return to sing the song for some of our future programming.  
 
Meeting called to order at 7:20pm 
 
Minutes from the July 11, 2013 meeting were approved by Joan Hiddema and 
seconded by Clark Gruber. Motion carried  
 
TREASURE’S REPORT 
Assets -     $36,536.31 
Deposits -       1,848.72 
Expenses -      2,786.57  
 
Discussion held as to how the Albemerle contribution is used and should we 
consider an admission fee of $5.00?     
  
Robin will be decorating a paint can, which will be placed in the museum to 
ask for donations toward painting the exterior of the museum.  
 
CO-DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
John reported on Jane Taylor’s up coming visit and presentation in August.         
John suggested an honorarium of $300 for Jane Taylor and $200 for Frank 
Dennis 
 
Joan Hiddema made a motion to pay, seconded by Robin, motion passed 
 



Advertising needed for the Jane Taylor presentation. Signs will be erected, 
and newspapers will be contacted.    
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Anne Long presented the following amendment changes for approval. 
 
Article V will read: 
Regular meeting will be held the third Tuesday of each month, as necessary.  
Additional meetings pursuant to doing business may be determined by the 
Board at a regularly scheduled meeting.  Five members shall constitute a 
quorum for the transaction of business. 
 
Article IV will read: 
The Board will consist of the following members: seven residents of the City 
of South Haven appointed by the City Council, one City Council 
representative. In addition to the seven regular members, the City may 
appoint two members from the surrounding townships of the City of South 
Haven. All members of the Board appointed by the City Council will be 
subject to the term limits as set by the City.  
 
Motion to accept made by Joan Hiddema, seconded by Robin Reva. Motion 
passed.  
 
Anne also requested that emails sent out to all should be strictly regarding 
business. If there are any complaints or negative concerns, that email should 
be addressed only and sent to Anne Long.   
 
FINANCE 
Lease agreement is in the hands of the City Council and waiting upon their 
approval.  
 
Also waiting to hear from the City Council as to when the exterior of the 
museum building will be painted.   
 
MEMBERSHIP 
No report due to Cindy McAlear’s absence, but 40 people remain to be called 
for renewal of their membership.     
  



LIVING COLLECTIONS 
No report due to David Fenske’s absence 
 
FLOOR 
Esther Hansen has contacted Mark Savage about becoming a member of the 
Board. Following a visit to the museum he will give us an answer. 
 
Lauren Denny told of two teenagers who have been coming to the museum to 
volunteer.  Amanda Northrup and Elise Postma. The museum is very grateful 
to receive their help. 
 
Clark Gruber reported that the City Council is discussing the use of term 
limits on the various boards. He will report their decision.  
 
Robin Reva is putting on the finishing touches and framing on the Masonic 
Exhibit.  
 
A motion was made by Joan Hiddema that Pam Chappell be given a Lifetime 
Membership to the Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum. Robin Reva seconded the 
motion. Motion passed.  She will also be invited to present her song at the 
Jane Taylor program. 
 
Meeting adjourned at 8:00pm   
 
  











 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

August 5, 2013 

 
 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 9 

Elbe & Sohn Industrial Facilities Tax Abatement 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to schedule a public hearing regarding an Industrial Facilities 
Tax Exemption Certificate for Elbe & Sohn, located at 1875 Dewey Lane. 
 
The tax request, which totals $513,763, is for personal property acquired by the company, 
and is part of the company’s solar panel project.  The solar panels are intended to provide 
electricity to the company’s Dewey Lane facility.  The applicant notes that the company 
anticipates retaining twenty seven (27) existing jobs at their facility as a result of the project. 
 
Elbe & Sohn has been located in the City of South Haven since 2001.  The company, which 
is based in Europe, created a presence in the United States in the mid 1980’s.  The 
company focuses on the assembly of propeller shafts for various applications.  The 
company also produces double joints for powered steering axles, ball and socket joints, and 
input and output yokes. 
 
The estimated total value of the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for Elbe & 
Sohn is $26,412 over the 12 year life of the agreement.  The tax exemption does include a 
“claw-back” provision, which allows the City of South Haven to seek the abated tax amount 
if the terms of the abatement are not met by the business. 

 
Recommendation: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-45, a resolution which sets a 
public hearing date, of August 19, 2013, for the consideration of the application for an 
industrial facilities tax abatement for Elbe & Sohn. 

 
Support Material: 
 

Resolution 2013-45  
Project Illustration 

 



MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: July 10, 2013 
 
TO:  Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
FROM: Connie Phillips-Thompson, Deputy Assessor 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution to set a Public Hearing for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 

Application for Elbe & Sohn 
 
Elbe & Sohn has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate on 
July 8, 2013 with a location of 1875 Dewey Lane.  The application listed the acquisition and 
installation machinery and equipment (solar panels) at an estimated cost of $513,763. 
 
Elbe & Sohn expects to retain 27 jobs within 2 years of completion as a result of this project. 
 
The estimated 12 year tax savings is $26,412. 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-45 

 
A RESOLUTION TO SET A PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF AN APPLICATION FOR AN 
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE REQUESTED BY 

ELBE & SOHN 
 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on August 5, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 

WHEREAS, on July 8, 2013, the City of South Haven received an application from Elbe 
& Sohn, 1875 Dewey Lane, South Haven MI  49090 for issuance of an Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate pursuant to Act 198, Public Acts of 1974, as amended, the Plant 
Rehabilitation and Industrial Development Districts Act, for an industrial development project 
located at 1875 Dewey Lane; and 
 

WHEREAS, an Industrial Development District, known as Industrial Development District 
No. 95-02, within which the project is located has previously been established by the City of 
South Haven; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City is required to schedule, provide notice of, and conduct a public 
hearing for consideration of the application: 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that a public hearing for consideration of the 
application for an Industrial Development Exemption Certificate submitted by Elbe & Sohn on 
July 8, 2013, shall be conducted by the City Council on August 19, 2013 during the regular City 
Council meeting which begins at 7:00 p.m. local time in the City Council Chambers at 539 
Phoenix Street in the City of South Haven; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that proper notice of the public hearing shall be issued; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as 
they conflict with the provisions of this resolution are hereby rescinded; and 
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BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 5th day of August 2013, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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Manager’s Report 

August 5, 2013 

 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 10 

Welcoming Week Resolution 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider a resolution of support for the Welcoming 
Michigan Organization’s “Welcoming Week.” 
 
The Welcoming Michigan Organization consists of four community organizations affiliated 
with Welcoming Michigan.  Van Buren County is one of the four community organizations 
participating in the effort.  The organization is not a political or policy committee advocating 
for or against immigration reform or any political viewpoints. 
 
Welcoming Michigan Organization expresses that U.S. born and foreign born immigrants 
and migrants have been valuable to the country, the State of Michigan, and Van Buren 
County.  The 2013 National “Welcoming Week” is a nationwide event that promotes 
meaningful connections and a spirit of unity between U.S. and foreign-born Americans by 
providing opportunities to learn about each other and work together for the greater good.   
 
Prior to “Welcoming Week”, local units of government are being requested to consider 
resolutions of support, affirming that the community supports Welcoming Week. 

 
Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider a motion of support for Resolution 2013-46, a resolution of 
support for the Welcoming Michigan Organization’s “Welcoming Week.” 

 
Support Material: 
 

Resolution 2013-46 
“Welcoming Week” information 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-46 

 
A RESOLUTION AFFIRMING THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN IS A WELCOMING COMMUNITY 

IN SUPPORT OF ‘WELCOMING WEEK’, SEPTEMBER 15-22, 2013. 
 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on August 5, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 

WHEREAS, Welcoming Michigan, one of 22 State affiliates of Welcoming America, has 
four focus communities - Van Buren County, Chadsey Condon, Hamtramck 
and Sterling Heights - each working to build mutual respect among foreign-
born and U.S.-born people who call Michigan home today; and  

 
WHEREAS, Local Van Buren County citizens have come together to form a Van Buren 

County Leadership Committee to affirm Van Buren County and its 
communities are welcoming to immigrant and migrant peoples; and  

 
WHEREAS, The Welcoming Michigan Van Buren County Leadership Committee works 

to promote understanding of the contributions of immigrants and the effects 
of immigration on our communities, and challenge common myths and 
stereotypes some may have; and   

 
WHEREAS, The short documentary film “Journeys: Stories from Van Buren,” produced 

by Welcoming Michigan and screened throughout Van Buren County by its 
Van Buren County Leadership Committee, highlights the diverse ways 
residents have come to live in SW Michigan; and  

 
WHEREAS, Van Buren County’s agricultural based economy has benefited by foreign-

born labor with hundreds becoming permanent residents, U.S.A. citizens, 
and contributing greatly to our county community; and  
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WHEREAS, Foreign-born Americans have contributed greatly to the history and the 
economy of the Van Buren County community and the State of Michigan; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, The City of South Haven is a welcoming community and respects the 

innate dignity of all people; and  
 
WHEREAS, The City of South Haven remembers, respects, honors, and values our 

immigrant roots, and embraces the values of family, faith, and hard work; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, The City of South Haven has long been recognized as a hospitable and 

welcoming place, where people, families, and institutions thrive and the 
contributions of all are celebrated and valued; and 

 
WHEREAS, The City of South Haven is committed to continue building a neighborly and 

welcoming atmosphere in our community, where all are welcome, accepted 
and appreciated.  

 
NOW BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, The City of South Haven affirms it is a 

welcoming community where all foreign-born and native-born Americans 
can live, work, and play together; share in each other’s customs and ideals, 
and appreciate and promote cultural diversity, and  

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, The City of South Haven joins in recognizing the week of 

September 15-22, 2013 as National Welcoming Week in our community 
and in Michigan. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 5 day of August 2013, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 















 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 Roger Huff, PE, DPW Director 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: July 31, 2013 
 
RE: Bulk Water Sales 
  
Background Information: 
 
The City of South Haven Water Utility provides bulk water sales to various customers 
throughout the year.  Bulk water sales are provided to commercial water haulers, for 
construction sites, and for agricultural uses.  Typically, we receive between 10-20 requests per 
year to provide bulk water sales.  Bulk water sales are provided by attachment of a metering 
assembly to a fire hydrant.  The assembly consists of a large size meter, typically 3-inch, a 
backflow preventer, and various valves, fittings and pipe supports.  A typical assembly has a 
replacement value of $3000-4000.  Bulk water sales are provided at the Department of Public 
Works Building.  In addition, a customer may request a meter be installed at a hydrant near the 
point of service. 
 

 
Typical Hydrant Meter Assembly 
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Staff has reviewed bulk water sales policies in various communities throughout Michigan.  The 
fees charged vary widely.  Of the ten communities surveyed, 8 of the communities billed water 
usage at their standard commodity charge.  Nine of the communities charge a daily standby rate 
for bulk water sales.  Six of the communities charge a deposit fee for the metering assembly, 
ranging from $75 to $600. 
 
Council adopted the City of South Haven Public Utilities Rules, Regulations and Policies by 
passing Resolution 07-04 on January 15, 2007.  Appendix #1, page A55 includes information 
regarding Hydrant Water Sales.  The fee schedule included in Resolution 07-04 is based on 
water usage rates established by Council in 2006.  In addition, the current policy does not cover 
the actual cost of installing the remote hydrant meter for customer use. 
 
Staff recommends a formal change to the Bulk Water Sales Policy and rates to provide defined 
procedures, cover the cost for installation and removal of hydrant meters, and establish a fair 
rate for the water used by including a standby fee. 
 
Under the proposed policy, customers seeking to purchase water in bulk from the City of South 
Haven will be subject to the following charges: 
 

 A deposit fee in the amount of $500.00 for installation of a hydrant meter and backflow 
preventer assembly at a location remote from the DPW building.  The deposit fee will be 
refunded if the assembly is returned in an undamaged condition.  If the assembly is 
returned in a damaged condition, the deposit will be used to cover the cost of repairs. 

 A setup fee in the amount of $200.00 to adequately cover the cost of City staff time to 
install and remove the hydrant meter at the location requested. 

 Daily standby fees for a 3” meter.  The daily standby fees will be calculated by dividing 
the monthly standby fee by the average number of days in a month (30.42).  The 
monthly standby fee is part of the City’s standard rate structure and is subject to 
adjustment by Council, typically on an annual basis. 

 Water usage rate based on the amount metered, with a 2,500 cubic feet minimum.  The 
water usage rate is part of the City’s standard rate structure and is subject to adjustment 
by Council, typically on an annual basis. 

 
Adjusting the policy will enable bulk water sales to be billed at the same rate structure as all 
permanent water customers. 
 
The Board of Public Utilities reviewed the proposed policy at their June 24, 2013 and July 29, 
2013 regular meetings.  At the July 29 meeting, they recommended that Council consider a 
resolution amending the Utility Policy to incorporate the new Bulk Water Sales Policy. 
 
Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Council consider the attached resolution at their August 5, 2013 regular 
meeting. 
 
Attachments 
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Resolution 2013-47 
Bulk Water Policy 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-47 

 
A RESOLUTION TO AMEND THE UTILITY POLICY REGARDING HYDRANT WATER SALES 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on August 5, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, City Council adopted the Public Utilities Rules, Regulations and Policies by 
Resolution 07-04 on January 15, 2007; and 
 
WHEREAS, during their regular meeting on July 29, 2013, the Board of Public Utilities reviewed 
the Hydrant Water Sales policy and has recommended that the current policy be adjusted to 
provide defined procedures, cover costs for installation and removal of remote hydrant meters, 
and establish a fair rate for the water used by including a standby fee. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED that the City of South Haven adopts the Bulk Water 
Sales Policy attached as Exhibit A. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the language regarding Hydrant Water Sales on page A55 of 
Resolution 07-04 is hereby rescinded. 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the Deposit Fee for Hydrant Meters be set at $500.00 and 
the Setup Fee for Hydrant Meters be set at $200.00. 
 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 5 day of August, 2013, at which meeting a quorum was 
present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



 
 
 
EXHIBIT A:  BULK WATER SALES POLICY 
 

A. Purpose.  This policy is intended to provide for bulk water sales.  Bulk water sales are 
considered to be large volume, high flow delivery via a temporary connection to a fire 
hydrant.  Bulk water sales are available for the following purposes:  Filling of outdoor 
swimming pools, agricultural irrigation or livestock, construction projects, and 
commercial water sales.  Other uses may be approved by the Public Works Director on 
a case by case basis. 

 
B. Application. Customers seeking bulk water sales shall make application for service at 

the Department of Public Works on the form provided. 
 

C. Hydrant Meters.  All bulk water sales will occur via a hydrant meter and backflow 
preventer provided by the City. 

 
D. Location of Hydrant Meters.  Approved applicants may take delivery of water at the 

Department of Public Works Building, 1199 8th Avenue without incurring a hydrant meter 
deposit or setup fee.  Applicants may request installation of a hydrant meter near their 
property.  The City will review applicant’s request to ensure that the hydrant meter can 
be installed in a safe location. 

 
E. Availability of Hydrant Meters.  The City will make every effort to provide service to 

customers as requested; however, the number of hydrant meter and backflow preventer 
assemblies is limited.  During periods of high demand, the City may limit the number of 
days that a hydrant may be installed at a remote location. 

 
A customer purchasing water on an annual basis, may make application to have a 
hydrant meter and backflow assembly reserved in their name.  The customer will be 
required to pay the full cost for purchase, assembly, maintenance, and storage of the 
assembly.  The assembly will remain the property of the City and will be maintained and 
stored by the City.  The customer deposit will be waived for a customer who pays for the 
full costs as described in this paragraph. 

 
F. Deposits for Hydrant Meters.  Applicants shall pay a deposit for the hydrant meter and 

backflow preventer assembly.  The deposit will be refunded if the assembly is returned in 
an undamaged condition.  In the event that the assembly is damaged, the City will repair 
the assembly and deduct the repair charges from the applicant’s deposit. 

 
G. Setup Fees.  Applicants shall pay a fixed setup fee to cover the cost of installation of a 

hydrant meter near their property.  The setup fee will include the average cost for staff 
time, administrative time, and vehicle mileage required for installing and removing the 
hydrant meter assembly. 
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H. Payment.  Payment for usage will include standby charges based on the size of water 
meter provided and water usage rate based on the current rate schedule adopted by 
City Council and incorporated into the Code of Ordinances.  The monthly standby 
charges will be prorated to a daily amount by dividing the monthly charge by the average 
number of days per month (30.42).  The customer will be billed standby charges for the 
number of days that the hydrant meter remains installed and available for their usage.  
The customer will be billed water usage for a minimum of 2,500 cubic feet, regardless of 
the actual amount used.  Customers taking delivery at the Department of Public Works 
Building will not be billed a daily standby charge. 

 
I. Connection to Hydrant Meters.  Customer may only connect to the hydrant meter 

assembly with flexible hose that can be rapidly removed in the event of a fire.  No hard 
piping connections are permitted. 

 



Planning Commission 
Staff Report 

August 1, 2013 

 

City Council Staff Report 

 
Special Event Sign Request 
Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum 

 
 
City of South Haven 

 

 
Background Information:  The Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum Memorial Foundation is asking to 
place two (2) temporary signs on public property to promote summer special events. The signs 
are proposed for the city hall front lawn (Phoenix Street) and at Dyckman Park.  Graphics of the 
proposed signs are attached to this report. Each location is proposed to have both signs 
installed. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
While staff has no issue with permitting the signs, we would like clarification concerning the 
specific location of each of the signs. That information should be forwarded to the building 
department and filed with the application. 
 
Support Material: 
 
Completed application w/attachments  
 
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Linda Anderson 
Zoning Administrator 
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