
 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, September 16, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation 

 Pastor Curry Pikkaart – Hope Reformed Church 
 
3. Roll Call 
 
4. Approval of Agenda 
 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru E (Roll Call Vote Required) 

(All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. Unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion 
is required regarding an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.) 

A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of September 3, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $1,809,814.93 for the period ending September 17, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. City Council will be requested to authorize the City Manager to award the fall paving 

contract to Northern Construction Services, Corp in the amount of $465,744.68. 
D. City Council will be requested to approve the purchase of two 2014 Ford Interceptor 

Utility Vehicles at a cost of $28,982 each, as a replacement for the marked patrol 
vehicles. 

E. Council will be asked to receive the following administrative reports and approved 
minutes to be placed on file: 
1) 08-21-2013 Airport Authority Minutes 
 

 
If a member of the public wishes to address any of the following items listed on the agenda they will be given a 
chance to speak prior to Council discussing the item. They will be given up to 5 minutes to address their concerns. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
6. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-56 a resolution approving an 

application for the issuance of industrial facilities exemption certificate as requested 
by American Twisting Company. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
7. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-57 a resolution setting a public 

hearing date for consideration of two (2) applications for industrial facilities 
exemption certificates requested by East Jordan Plastics, Inc. 

City of South Haven 



South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

 
8. City Council will be asked to consider Resolution 2013-58 a resolution establishing 

the schedule for building permits, planning and zoning fees for residential, 
commercial and industrial properties. 

 
9. City Council will be asked to approve Special Event 2013-30 Fall Fest, to be held on 

October 11th and 12th, 2013. 
 

10. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
(You will be given up to 5 minutes to address your concerns.) 

 
11. City Manager’s Comments 
 
12. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
13. Adjourn 
  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Brian Dissette, City Manager 
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City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Tuesday, September 3, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order by Mayor Burr at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation 

 
 Moment of Silence 

 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present: Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Absent: None 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve the agenda. Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru E (Roll Call Vote Required) 
 

Moved by Fitzgibbon seconded by Klavins to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of August 19, 2013 and 

August 26, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $349,881.01 for the period ending September 4, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be asked to approve consulting contracts with GRP Engineering Inc. to 

provide engineering services for design, construction administration, and start-up for the 
following 2013-14 Electrical Projects: 
1) Phoenix Road Substation Transformer Procurement in the amount of $6,000. 
2) Project #102 PR-C Circuit 2nd Avenue in the amount of $13,000. 
3) Project #103 PR-D Circuit Veteran’s Blvd. in the amount of $43,000. 
4) Core City Secondary Upgrades on an hourly basis. 

D. Council will be asked to approve a professional services agreement with Abonmarche, to 
provide engineering services for design, bidding, and construction services for a sanitary 
sewer extension on Monroe Blvd, in the amount of $15,500. 

E. Council will be asked to receive the following administrative reports and approved 
minutes to be placed on file: 
1) 04-09-2013 Parks Commission Minutes 
2) 04-16-2013 Harbor Commission Workshop Minutes 

City of South Haven 
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3) 05-21-2013 Harbor Commission Minutes 
4) 06-11-2013 Parks Commission Minutes 
5) 06-18-2013 Harbor Commission Minutes 
6) 06-24-2013 BPU Minutes 
7) 07-09-2013 Parks Commission Minutes 
8) 07-11-2013 BPU Special Meeting Minutes 
9) 07-16-2013 Harbor Commission Minutes 
10)  07-16-2013 Harbor Commission Workshop Minutes 
11)  07-16-2013 LHBM Minutes 
12)  07-17-2013 Airport Authority Minutes 
13)  08-01-2013 LHBM Minutes 
14)  08-20-2013 LHBM Minutes 

 
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 

Yeas: Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Nays: None 
 

Motion carried 
 
BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
 
6. City Council will be asked to consider the appointment of Brian Peterson to fill a 3-

year term on the Planning Commission expiring in 2014. 
 

Moved by Gruber and seconded by Patterson to approve the appointment of Brian Peterson 
to fill a 3-year term on the Planning Commission expiring in 2014. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7. City Council will be asked to continue the public hearing regarding the Corridor 

Improvements Authority. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to continue a public hearing, related 
to the establishment of a Corridor Improvement Authority, to address issues related to the I-
196 Business Loop and M-43 in the city limits.  The public hearing was initiated at the City 
Council’s August 19th regular meeting.  That public hearing was continued for inclusion at 
the September 3rd regular meeting. 
 
As part of this year’s priority setting process, the City Council expressed interest in planning 
improvements to the I-196 Business Loop and exploring financing for those improvements.  
 
That priority is listed below: 
 
Priority #5; Infrastructure Maintenance & Improvements 

City Council will seek to maintain the highest quality public infrastructure.  The following 
tasks will be completed: 
 During the 2013-14 fiscal year Council will work with staff and the Board of Public 
Utilities to explore the city’s sanitary sewer system and eliminate  inflow  and infiltration  
of  storm  water  connections  from  flowing  to  the   Waste  Water Treatment Plant. 
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 During the 2013-14 fiscal year Council will work with staff to plan and explore the 
possible creation of a Corridor Improvement District, which seeks to improve the public 
infrastructure on portion of Broadway and Phoenix Streets. 
 
As part of the authority creation, the City Council is required to provide a series of notices to 
the public.  For tonight’s meeting, the City Council should continue the public hearing to 
receive public comment on the proposed Corridor Improvement Authority. 
 
       Council continued public hearing regarding the Corridor Improvements Authority. 
         

Public Comment: 
 
Don Bemis – Voiced concerns about a non-conforming business across from his 
house. 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to close the public hearing regarding the Corridor 
Improvements Authority. Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried 
 

8. City Council will be asked to consider the approval of an Ordinance to amend the 
official map of the South Haven zoning ordinance to rezone 16.8 acres from industrial 
I-1B to industrial I-1. 
 
Background Information: At the June 6, 2013 meeting, the Planning Commission heard 
public comments relating to a request from the LDFA to rezone 16.8 acres from the I-1B 
Industrial zoning to I-1 Light Industrial zoning district. The subject properties are located at 
220 Aylworth and 1280 Kalamazoo Streets as shown on the attached map. 

 
Following the public hearing where no comments were received, the Planning Commission 
unanimously approved a resolution recommending adoption of the rezoning to City Council. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve an Ordinance to amend the official map of the South Haven 
zoning ordinance to rezone 16.8 acres from industrial I-1B to industrial I-1. Seconded by 
Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

9. City Council will be asked to consider the approval of an Ordinance to amend section 
201 of the South Haven zoning ordinance to define easement and private road. 
 
Background Information: At the August 19, 2013 City Council meeting, staff was asked to 
make a clarification to the draft amendment to zoning ordinance section 201 regarding 
easements. Staff subsequently made the clarification by including the provision that the 
easements must be recorded to be considered valid. 

 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve an Ordinance to amend section 201 of the South Haven 
zoning ordinance to define easement and private road. Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
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10. City Council will be asked to consider the approval of an Ordinance to amend section 

2001 and 2008 of the South Haven zoning ordinance to allow for institutional signage 
in residential zones. 
 
Background Information:  At the August 19, 2013 City Council meeting, staff was asked to 
make a clarification to the draft amendment to zoning ordinance Article XX, Sections 2001 
and 2008 as to the number of signs permitted for institutional uses in residential zoning 
districts. s. Staff subsequently made the clarification by including the provision that, “No 
establishment may have both a wall sign and a freestanding sign on any street front”.  

 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve an Ordinance to amend section 2001 and 2008 of the 
South Haven zoning ordinance to allow for institutional signage in residential zones. 
Seconded by Kozlik Wall. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 

11. City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2013-53, a resolution 
setting a public hearing regarding the American Twisting IFT. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to schedule a public hearing date to 
consider an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for American Twisting Company, 
located at 1675 Stieve Drive. 
 
The tax exemption request, which totals $540,000, is for personal property acquired by the 
company.  The company plans to acquire new twisting equipment to assist with their paper 
products assembly.  The applicant notes that the company anticipates creating 2 new jobs 
and plans to retain 39 existing jobs at their facility as a result of the project. 
 
American Twisting Company was founded in 1924.  Since 1986 American Twisting has 
been located in the City of South Haven.  American Twisting produces twisted paper bag 
handles for designer shopping bags found in virtually every shopping mall across the 
Country.  In 1991 American Twisting constructed a second facility in South Haven, across 
the street from their main building.  From these facilities, American Twisting produces 
between 8 million and 10 million feet of twisted paper products, per day, for use by their 
customers.  The company is an ISO 9001:2008 Manufacturer of Paper Covered Wire and 
Custom Slitted Products.  American Twisting is also recognized by the Forest Stewardship 
Council (FSC) and is FSC Certified.   

 
The estimated total value of the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for American 
Twisting Company is $27,762 over the 12 year life of agreement.  The tax exemption does 
include a “claw-back” provision, which allows the City of South Haven to seek the abated tax 
amount if the terms of the abatement are not met by the business. 
 
A public hearing will be held on September 16, 2013 prior to final approval of the request. 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to approve Resolution 2013-53, a resolution setting a public hearing 
regarding the American Twisting IFT. Seconded by Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
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12. City Council will be asked to approve Special Event 2014-01 Summer Art Fair. 

 
Background Information: The special event request for the 2014 Summer Art Fair sponsored 
by the South Haven Center for the Arts is ready for City Council to approve.  As in the past it 
will be held at Stanley Johnston Park. While the 2014  event is similar to past events in 2014 
the organizers are requesting to change the event from a one day event to a two day event 
(Saturday, July 5 & Sunday, July 6) with set up being on Friday. July 4th. 
 
Overnight security will be provided by the Art Center. An extra dumpster and extra trash 
containers will be necessary as this event has the potential to draw 20,000 people. The Art 
Center intends to bring in port-a-johns for this event and place them adjacent to the picnic 
shelter. This is necessary because the existing restrooms cannot handle the large volume of 
people that attend the art fair.  
 
The special event application has been provided for your review. 
 
Proof of insurance has been provided. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve Special Event 2014-01 Summer Art Fair. Seconded by 
Kozlik Wall. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
13. City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2013-54, a resolution 

adopting the 2013 special assessment installment poverty exemption guidelines. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to consider the 2013 special 
assessment poverty exemption guidelines for approval and adoption. Should the guidelines 
be approved, the special assessment poverty exemption guidelines will be used by the 
Assessing Department when considering relief requests at the annual Board of Review 
meeting(s).  
 
As part of the Kalamazoo Street Reconstruction Project, Phase 2, the City Council approved 
a variety of action items, including the approval of a special assessment district (SAD) for 
the properties adjacent to the construction. As part of the SAD approval, the City Council 
expressed interest in providing a poverty exemption program, similar to the long established 
property tax poverty exemption program, for properties included in a SAD. 
 
Several years ago, at a meeting of the City Council, there was debate over the proposed 
Federal Poverty Guidelines and whether or not they should be adopted. Ultimately the City 
Council opted not to adopt the guidelines, stating that the proposed levels were set too low, 
and should be adjusted to a more acceptable level.  
 
In an effort to create a more acceptable local level for the poverty guidelines, staff modified 
the asset standards to reflect the asset eligibility limitation to not exceed $5,000 (as opposed 
to the original $2,000). Further, the guidelines were modified to reflect that an individual’s 
primary motor vehicle would not be included in the asset calculation. The final adjustment 
that staff made to the proposed guidelines was to increase the poverty threshold maximum 
income level by $5,000 per unit of family. Ultimately the adjustments made by staff were 
accepted by the City Council and the guidelines were approved and adopted. These 
modified guidelines have been used since 2009. 
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For tonight’s meeting, the City Council will be asked to approve and adopt the special 
assessment poverty guidelines. Staff has mirrored the levels set forth in the 2009 property 
tax poverty exemption guidelines, in an effort to continue the levels offered in the prior 
years. The proposed 2013 special assessment poverty guidelines, if adopted, will be less 
restrictive than the Federal poverty guidelines, but appear to be locally acceptable. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve Resolution 2013-54, a resolution adopting the 2013 special 
assessment installment poverty exemption guidelines. Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
14. City Council will be asked to consider approval of Resolution 2013-55, a resolution 

authorizing the City Manager to effectuate a settlement agreement with DuPont, for 
damage done to city trees by DuPont fertilizer. 
 
Background Information: The City Council will be asked to consider a resolution which 
authorizes the City Manager to agree to the terms of the DuPont Imprelis® Claim Resolution 
Agreement and to sign as the Authorized Property Owner. 

 
There is a Settlement of a class action lawsuit providing money and other compensation for 
damage to trees and other vegetation that was caused by a weed-control product called 
Imprelis®. 

 
Imprelis® was an herbicide (weed-killer or weed-control product) approved for use in all 
states across the country, except California and New York, and was used by lawn care 
professionals on residential and commercial properties as well as by golf courses and other 
self-applicators between August 31, 2010, and August 21, 2011. In addition to weeds, the 
lawsuit claims that Imprelis® also kills and damages certain trees and other non-target 
vegetation. 

 
The City of South Haven received notice from DuPont that City Hall property was identified 
as having reported injuries to trees related to the application of Imprelis®, and offered a 
claims process. The claims process included submitting an Inspection Request Form, a 
property inspection by a Settlement Claims Process representative, review of the claim, 
and receipt of a proposed offer detailing the compensation and services available under the 
Settlement. 

 
In the attached Claim Resolution Agreement, DuPont offers to: 

 
• Remove 8 specified trees from the property or pay $6,437.50. 

 
• Pay $27,580.00 for the replacement of those 8 trees. 
 
• Pay $1,200.00 to provide new tree maintenance for replacement trees. 
 
• Pay $5,505.00 to purchase tree care for 7 other trees remaining on the property. 

 
• Give a limited warranty for damage (if any) to trees caused by Imprelis® arising in the 
future. 

 
• Pay an additional $6,108.38 in compensation. 
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The City’s legal counsel has reviewed this agreement and recommends accepting the 
terms. 

 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve Resolution 2013-55, a resolution authorizing the City 
Manager to effectuate a settlement agreement with DuPont, for damage done to city trees 
by DuPont fertilizer. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
15. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 
16. City Manager’s Comments 
 
17. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
Klavins – Spoke about the bridge and Phoenix Street projects. 
 
Arnold – School is back in session. Please watch out for kids and busses. 
 
Patterson – Remember the Flywheelers event coming up. 
 
Fitzgibbon – Spoke about the successful summer season. Kudos to the City. 
 
Gruber – Spoke about working on Mr. Bemis’ concerns. 
 
Kozlik Wall – Kudos to the City on clean up after the weekend events. Also kudos to all the 
merchants. 
 
Burr – Reminded everyone about the upcoming Myrtle Beach Film Fest.  
 

18. Adjourn 
 
Moved by Kozlik Wall to adjourn. Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 7:39 p.m. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Michelle Coffey 
Deputy City Clerk 
 
Approved by City Council: DRAFT 











































 
 
 
MEMORANDUM 
 
To: Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
Cc: Roger Huff, PE, DPW Director 
 Wendy Hochstedler, Finance Director 
 
From: Larry Halberstadt, PE, City Engineer 
 
Date: September 9, 2013 
 
RE: FY 2013-14 Street Resurfacing Projects 
 
Background Information 
 
As part of the budgeting process for the 2013-14 fiscal year, Council recommended that funds 
be allocated for street repaving.  A total of $470,000 was budgeted for street repaving and 
rehabilitation.  Typically, this work consists of removing and replacing the surface course to 
improve ride quality, installing barrier free ramps for compliance with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act, and performing other minor repairs. 
 
At the time that budgets were developed, the streets selected for repaving included: 
 

 Center Street from Superior Street to Huron Street 
 Wilson Street from Prospect Street to Blue Star Highway 
 Conger Street from Prospect Street to Bailey Avenue 
 Hubbard Street from Wilson Street to Conger Street 

 
In addition to these streets, a one block segment of Cook Street from Cherry Street to Jones 
Avenue was included in the bid package due to a request by a homeowner on this street 
concerned about the paving condition near her home. 
 
On September 5, bids were opened for the paving project.  A total of three bids were received.  
The bid tabulation and engineer’s estimate is attached.  The low bid is from Northern 
Construction Services, Corp. in the amount of $385,966.43.  Approximately $30,768.54 is 
needed to complete the unbudgeted paving on Cook Street. 
 
The bid includes an alternate for a Fiberglass Grid Interlayer.  This product is utilized when 
placing a new asphalt surface over an older concrete pavement.  The fiberglass grid reinforces 
the asphalt and reduces reflective cracking that often occurs over joints and cracks in the old 
concrete pavement, extending the life cycle of the asphalt surface.  This product was utilized for 
repaving of a one block segment of Lyon Street in 2011 and has limited the amount of reflective 
cracking that has occurred.  Northern Construction Services, Corp. bid $79.778.25 for this 
alternate. 

Department of Public Works

City of South Haven

DPW Building  1199 8th Ave.  South Haven, Michigan  49090 
Telephone (269) 637-0737  Fax (269) 637-4778 
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Recommendation 
 
It is recommended that Council take action at its September 16, 2013 regular meeting 
authorizing the City Manager to award the contract to Northern Construction Services, Corp in 
the amount of $465,744.68, including the bid alternate.  This will allow construction to begin on 
September 23, 2013 and be completed by mid-November. 
 
Attachments 
 
Bid Tabulation 
Abonmarche Award Recommendation 



Legend: Correction

Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total

1 LS 1 20,000.00$                      $                      20,000.00  $                20,000.00  $                  20,000.00  $           20,000.00  $            20,000.00  $                 9,487.06  $                 9,487.06 

2 FT 869 10.00$                             $                        8,690.00  $                       10.00  $                    8,690.00  $                    6.00  $              5,214.00  $                        7.09  $                 6,161.21 

3 FT 13 50.00$                             $                           650.00  $                       10.00  $                       130.00  $                  45.00  $                 585.00  $                      53.17  $                    691.21 

4 SYD 588 10.00$                             $                        5,880.00  $                       10.00  $                    5,880.00  $                    9.00  $              5,292.00  $                      10.63  $                 6,250.44 

5 SYD 386 10.00$                             $                        3,860.00  $                         5.00  $                    1,930.00  $                  10.00  $              3,860.00  $                      11.81  $                 4,558.66 

6 EA 2 100.00$                           $                           200.00  $                       25.00  $                         50.00  $                250.00  $                 500.00  $                    295.37  $                    590.74 

7 SYD 1481 2.00$                               $                        2,962.00  $                         1.00  $                    1,481.00  $                    1.95  $              2,887.95  $                        2.30  $                 3,406.30 

8 CYD 120 10.00$                             $                        1,200.00  $                       12.00  $                    1,440.00  $                  30.00  $              3,600.00  $                      35.44  $                 4,252.80 

9 EA 49 300.00$                           $                      14,700.00  $                     500.00  $                  24,500.00  $                310.00  $            15,190.00  $                    366.26  $               17,946.74 

10 EA 1 500.00$                           $                           500.00  $                     450.00  $                       450.00  $                625.00  $                 625.00  $                    738.42  $                    738.42 

11 EA 6 500.00$                           $                        3,000.00  $                     450.00  $                    2,700.00  $                625.00  $              3,750.00  $                    738.42  $                 4,430.52 

12 EA 16 500.00$                           $                        8,000.00  $                     450.00  $                    7,200.00  $                625.00  $            10,000.00  $                    738.42  $               11,814.72 

13 EA 27 750.00$                           $                      20,250.00  $                     650.00  $                  17,550.00  $                750.00  $            20,250.00  $                    886.11  $               23,924.97 

14 EA 1 750.00$                           $                           750.00  $                     550.00  $                       550.00  $                694.00  $                 694.00  $                    819.94  $                    819.94 

15 EA 1 750.00$                           $                           750.00  $                     650.00  $                       650.00  $                765.00  $                 765.00  $                    903.82  $                    903.82 

16 SYD 17,975 2.00$                               $                      35,950.00  $                         0.75  $                  13,481.25  $                    1.49  $            26,782.75  $                        1.76  $               31,636.00 

17 TON 1,720 75.00$                             $                    129,000.00  $                       68.06  $                117,063.20  $                  68.06  $          117,063.20  $                      68.19  $             117,286.80 

18 TON 1,088 65.00$                             $                      70,720.00  $                       68.06  $                  74,049.28  $                  68.06  $            74,049.28  $                      65.68  $               71,459.84 

19 FT 520 2.00$                               $                        1,040.00  $                         2.00  $                    1,040.00  $                  10.00  $              5,200.00  $                        1.18  $                    613.60 

20 SYD 312 30.00$                             $                        9,360.00  $                       16.50  $                    5,148.00  $                  29.25  $              9,126.00  $                      34.56  $               10,782.72 

21 SYD 80 60.00$                             $                        4,800.00  $                       64.00  $                    5,120.00  $                  58.50  $              4,680.00  $                      69.12  $                 5,529.60 

22 FT 1,031 21.00$                             $                      21,651.00  $                       19.00  $                  19,589.00  $                  16.00  $            16,496.00  $                      18.90  $               19,485.90 

23 FT 190 80.00$                             $                      15,200.00  $                       80.00  $                  15,200.00  $                  60.00  $            11,400.00  $                      70.89  $               13,469.10 

24 SFT 3,387 4.00$                               $                      13,548.00  $                         3.50  $                  11,854.50  $                    5.32  $            18,018.84  $                        6.29  $               21,304.23 

25 SFT 2,850 3.00$                               $                        8,550.00  $                         3.10  $                    8,835.00  $                    3.72  $            10,602.00  $                        4.40  $               12,540.00 

26 LB 152 5.00$                               $                           760.00  $                         1.00  $                       152.00  $                    8.00  $              1,216.00  $                        9.45  $                 1,436.40 

27 LB 152 5.00$                               $                           760.00  $                         3.00  $                       456.00  $                    8.00  $              1,216.00  $                        9.45  $                 1,436.40 

28 SYD 1,641 5.00$                               $                        8,205.00  $                         1.00  $                    1,641.00  $                    2.00  $              3,282.00  $                        2.36  $                 3,872.76 

29 EA 1 300.00$                           $                           300.00  $                     200.00  $                       200.00  $                150.00  $                 150.00  $                    177.22  $                    177.22 

30 FT 37 15.00$                             $                           555.00  $                       11.80  $                       436.60  $                  11.80  $                 436.60  $                      13.94  $                    515.78 

31 FT 54 8.00$                               $                           432.00  $                         5.90  $                       318.60  $                    5.90  $                 318.60  $                        6.97  $                    376.38 

32 FT 128 1.00$                               $                           128.00  $                         2.00  $                       256.00  $                    2.00  $                 256.00  $                        2.36  $                    302.08 

33 FT 510 1.00$                               $                           510.00  $                         2.00  $                    1,020.00  $                    2.00  $              1,020.00  $                        2.36  $                 1,203.60 

34 EA 2 150.00$                           $                           300.00  $                     240.00  $                       480.00  $                240.00  $                 480.00  $                    283.56  $                    567.12 

35 EA 1 150.00$                           $                           150.00  $                     150.00  $                       150.00  $                150.00  $                 150.00  $                    177.22  $                    177.22 

36 EA 1 150.00$                           $                           150.00  $                     125.00  $                       125.00  $                125.00  $                 125.00  $                    147.68  $                    147.68 

37 FT 20 200.00$                           $                        4,000.00  $                       50.00  $                    1,000.00  $                250.00  $              5,000.00  $                    295.37  $                 5,907.40 

38 LS 1 5,000.00$                        $                        5,000.00  $                  7,950.00  $                    7,950.00  $           18,225.00  $            18,225.00  $               17,674.74  $               17,674.74 

39 LS 1 3,000.00$                        $                        3,000.00  $                     950.00  $                       950.00  $             2,000.00  $              2,000.00  $                 2,362.95  $                 2,362.95 

40 LS 1 8,000.00$                        $                        8,000.00  $                  6,000.00  $                    6,000.00  $           14,450.00  $            14,450.00  $               12,582.71  $               12,582.71 
41 FT 250 4.00$                               $                        1,000.00  $                         1.00  $                       250.00  $                    3.00  $                 750.00  $                        3.54  $                    885.00 

% of Eng. Est. 88.84% % of Eng. Est. 100.29% % of Eng. Est. 103.51%

UNIT Quantity Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total Unit Price Total

42 SYD 11,925 6.75$                              80,493.75$                      6.69 79,778.25$                  6.69 79,778.25$             8.60 102,555.00$              

% of Eng. Est. 99.11% % of Eng. Est. 99.11% % of Eng. Est. 127.41%

Pavt, Rem

Sign, Rem

Erosion Fabric

Embankment, CIP

Structure Adjust, Case 1

Date and Time: Thursday, September 5, 2013@ 2:00 pm

Bid Tabulation

Item Unit
Estimated 

Quantity

Owner: City of South Haven

Project Name: 2013 Street Resurfacing

Project Number: 13-0513

Mobilization, Max $20,000

Curb, Rem

Guardrail, Rem

Sidewalk, Rem

Engineer's Estimate Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.Michigan Paving & Materials, Co.Northern Construction Services, Corp.

Structure Cover, EJ 7065

Topsoil Surface, Furn, 4 inch

HMA, 13A

Curb Sloped, HMA

Conc Base Cse, Nonreinf, 7 inch

Conc Pavt, Misc, Nonreinf, 9 inch

Curb and Gutter, Conc, Det F4

Detectable Warning Plates, C.I.

Sidewalk Ramp, ADA, 6 inch

Sidewalk, Conc, 4 inch

Fertilizer

Seed

HMA, 4C

Cold Milling Pavement Surface

Structure Cover, EJ 1040, Water w/City Logo

Structure Cover, EJ 1040, Storm w/City Logo

Structure Cover, EJ 1040, Sanitary  w/City Logo

Structure Cover, EJ 7045

Structure Cover, EJ 5100

Fiberglass, Grid Interlayer, 8501

Valve Box Adjust

Line Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White, 24 inch Stop Bar

Line Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White 12 inch Crosswalk

Line Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White, 4 inch

Legend Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White, Only

Legend Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White, Rt Turn Arrow Sym

Structure Adjust, Additional Depth

Temporary Traffic Control

Stairs, Rem

Stairs, Conc, w/ Handrails
Silt Fence

Line Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, Yellow, 4 inch

Legend Mrkg, Ovly Cold Plastic, White, Thru and Lt Turn Arrow Sym

80,493.75$                                                                 102,555.00$                                                  79,778.25$                                             79,778.25$                                                        Total Alternate Bid:

Item

ALTERNATE BID

434,461.00$                                                               449,710.78$                                                  435,706.22$                                           385,966.43$                                                      Total Base Bid: 

Total Amount w/ Alternate Bid 514,954.75$                                                552,265.78$                                      515,484.47$                                465,744.68$                                         

P:\_Projects\2013 PROJECTS\13-0513 2013 Street Resurfacing\Construction Admin\101 Advertising and Award\Bid Results Tabulation with alternate bid.xlsx 9/6/2013
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PCW

September 6, 2013 
 

Mr. Larry Halberstadt, P.E. 
City of South Haven 
1199 8th Avenue 
South Haven, MI  49090 

 
RE: City of South Haven 
 2013 Resurfacing Project 

 Recommendation for Award 
 
Dear Larry: 
 

On September 5, 2013, we received three (3) bids for the 2013 Resurfacing Project.   
 
A summary of the attached bid tabulation is provided below.  The Base Bid and Alternate Bid have 

been listed. 
 
BID SUMMARY 

BASE BID 

 Prepared By:        Total Amount 
 Northern Construction Services, Corp.    $385,966.43 
 Michigan Paving & Materials, Co.     $435,706.22 
 Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.     $449,710.78 
 

 ALTERNATE BID – Fiberglass, Gridlayer 

 Prepared By:        Total Amount 
 Northern Construction Services, Corp.    $79,778.25 

 Michigan Paving & Materials, Co.     $79,778.25 

 Rieth-Riley Construction Co., Inc.     $102,555.00 
  

 
After review, we have found all bidders to be qualified and their bids to be properly prepared and 

responsive.  Abonmarche recommends that the city award to the low bidder of Northern 
Construction Services, Corp. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 



Mr. Larry Halberstadt, P.E. 

City of South Haven 
2013 Resurfacing Project 

Recommendation for Award 

September 6, 2013 

Page 2 of 2 

P:\_Projects\2013 PROJECTS\13-0513 2013 Street Resurfacing\Construction Admin\101 Advertising and Award\2013-09-06 Recommendation for Award.docx 

Should you have any questions or comments, please feel free to contact us at our office. 
 

Sincerely, 
 
ABONMARCHE 
 

 
Jason W. Marquardt, P.E. 
Senior Project Engineer 

 
JWM/jkr 
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City of South Haven
Road & Bridge Projects 
Fall 2013

L a k e  
M i c h i g a n

Legend
Reconstruction
Resurfacing
Bridge Repair
Bridge Detour
DDA8/29/2013

µ

Projected Completion 
Date Nov. 1, 2013

Phase 1 
Phoenix St East of Welcome Island 
Projected Completion Dec.1 ,2013

Phase 2
Phoenix St West of Welcome Island 

Nov. 1, 2013 - May 15, 2014

Bridge Closure: 
October 1, 2013

through April 30, 2014 

Bridge 
Detour 
Route



PD Vehicle Purchase 
September 9, 2013 

September 5, 2013 

 

To: City Council  

Cc: Brian Dissette 

From: Tom Martin 

Re: Fleet Vehicle Purchase 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The motor pool needs to replace two of the existing marked police vehicles currently being used 

by the police department’s staff.  Funds are budgeted for the replacements and this is a regular 

vehicle retirement.   

 

The vehicles to be replaced are both 2009 Ford Crown Victoria’s with mileage of 135,000 and 

109,000.  Both have outlived their expected service life.  I am recommending the purchase of two 

2014 Ford Interceptor Utility Vehicles from Woodhams Ford.  Woodhams is a local vendor and 

has provided pricing that is below or comparable to available state bids.   

 

VEHICLE SPECIFICATIONS 

2014 Ford Interceptor Utility Vehicle  
Equipped like present 2013 Interceptor Utility 

  All Wheel Drive  
  Cloth front/rear vinyl seating 
  Dark car feature – courtesy lamp disable 
  Rear door handles inoperable/locks operable 
  Rear power window delete 
  Noise suppression bonds 
  Dual LED spot lamps 
  Keyed alike 1435X 
  Front Headlamp Pkg – includes grill wiring 
  Light controller package ‐ includes grill lamp, siren and speaker wire, 

electronics tray w/o fan, rear console plate, trunk circulation fan wiring overlay harness 
w/siren  and  lighting  interface,  Whelan  light  controller  PCC8R,  Whelan  PCC8R  relay 
center,  Light  controller/relay  jumper  harness, Whelan  specific  control  cable  (trunk  to 
front), vehicle engine wiring harness for lighting 

 
2014 Utility Police Interceptor Standard Equipment 
 Powertrain/Functional 
  3.7LV6 Ti‐VCT w/true dual exhaust/6 speed automatic transmission 
  220 Amp alternator/HD 78A/750 CCA battery 
  Brakes‐4 wheel Heavy Duty Disc – anti lok w/ HD front and rear calipers  



PD Vehicle Purchase 
September 9, 2013 

    with large mass rotors for high thermal capacity 
  All Wheel Drive 
  Engine Hour Meter 
  Cooling System‐ Heavy duty w/ high volume radiator, engine oil 
    cooler and transmission oil cooler    
  Electric Power assist steering‐ heavy duty 
   Interior 
  Column Shifter 
  Air conditioning 
  Heavy duty vinyl flooring 
  Power adjustable pedals 
  Seats –Police grade cloth 6 way power adjustable, manual lumbar, and seatback 
    designed to accommodate a utility belt, 2nd row Police grade vinyl 
  Certified Speedometer 
  Overhead console w/ 1st row task lights 
  Power windows 
  Power door locks 
  Universal equipment tray atop instrument panel 
  Halogen projector Headlamps/LED tail lamps 
  Speed control/tilting steering column 
  AM/FMCD Radio MP3 capable 
Exterior 
  Tinted Solar Glass‐ Privacy in windows behind driver 
  Power mirrors w/ blind spot mirror 
  P245/55R18 All Season tires w/ full size spare 18”X 8” steel wheels 
Safety & Security 
  Advance Trac w/roll stability control – police tuned 
  Anti Lok brakes w/ traction control 
  Airbags – front side & safety canopy 
  Tire pressure monitoring system 

 
 

Net price ‐$28,982 
 

RECOMMENDATION 

It is my recommendation that the City Council approve the purchase of two 2014 Ford Interceptor 

Utility Vehicles at a cost of $28,982 each, as a replacement for the marked patrol vehicles.  These 

vehicles provide all wiring and partial emergency lighting which will reduce the cost of 

emergency equipment and vehicle up fitting. 

 
 





 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

September 16, 2013 

 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 6 

American Twisting IFT Consideration 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider approval of an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate for American Twisting Company, located at 1675 Stieve Drive. 
 
The tax exemption request, which totals $540,000, is for personal property acquired by the 
company.  The company plans to acquire new twisting equipment to assist with their paper 
products assembly.  The applicant notes that the company anticipates creating 2 new jobs 
and plans to retain 39 existing jobs at their facility as a result of the project. 
 
American Twisting Company was founded in 1924. Since 1986 American Twisting has been 
located in the City of South Haven.  American Twisting produces twisted paper bag handles 
for designer shopping bags found in virtually every shopping mall across the Country.  In 
1991 American Twisting constructed a second facility in South Haven, across the street from 
their main building.  From these facilities, American Twisting produces between 8 million and 
10 million feet of twisted paper products, per day, for use by their customers.  The company 
is an ISO 9001:2008 Manufacturer of Paper Covered Wire and Custom Slitted Products.  
American Twisting is also recognized by the Forest Stewardship Council (FSC) and is FSC 
Certified.   

 
The estimated total value of the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for American 
Twisting Company is $27,762 over the 12 year life of agreement. The tax exemption does 
include a “claw-back” provision, which allows the City of South Haven to seek the abated tax 
amount if the terms of the abatement are not met by the business. 
 

Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider approval of Resolution 2013-56: which, if approved, grants 
an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for American Twisting Company, located at 
1675 Stieve Drive. 

 
Support Material: 
 

Staff report: American Twisting IFT 
Resolution 2013-56 



MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: September 4, 2013 
 
TO:  Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
FROM: Connie Phillips, Deputy Assessor 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution to Approve Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Application for 

American Twisting Company 
 
American Twisting Company has filed an application for an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 
Certificate on August 1, 2013 with a location of 1675 Stieve Drive.  The application listed the 
estimated cost of acquisition and installation of machinery and equipment at $540,000.  
 
American Twisting Company expects to retain 39 jobs (of this number 2 jobs have already been 
added to date) and create 2 additional jobs at this facility as a result of this project. 
 
$27,762 is the estimated tax savings of the IFT for the duration of 12 years. 
 



Resolution 2013-56 
- 1 - 

CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-56 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING AN APPLICATION FOR 

ISSUANCE OF INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATE 
AS REQUESTED BY AMERICAN TWISTING COMPANY 

 
 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on September 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 

WHEREAS, the City of South Haven has, on August 1, 2013 received an application 
from American Twisting Company, for issuance of an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 
pursuant to Act 198, Public Acts of 1974, as amended; and 
 

WHEREAS, the application is for personal property acquisition and installation consisting 
of machinery and equipment at an estimated cost of $540,000 with a project location of 1675 
Stieve Drive in the City of South Haven; and 
 

WHEREAS, pursuant to Act 198, P.A. 1974, M.C.L. 207.551 et seq., after a duly- noticed 
public hearing held on September 19, 1994 the City of South Haven by resolution established 
Industrial Development District No. 94-01 within which the applicant's project is located; and 
 

WHEREAS, American Twisting Company, has filed an application for an Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to new facility project for personal property within 
Industrial Development District No. 94-01; and 

 
WHEREAS, before acting on said application, the City of South Haven conducted a 

public hearing on this date, September 16, 2013, in the City Council Chambers at 539 Phoenix 
Street during the Council meeting which commenced at 7:00 p.m. local time, and the assessor 
and affected taxing units were given written notice and were afforded an opportunity to be 
heard; and 

 
WHEREAS, the Applicant has reported to the City that project construction and 

installation of machinery and equipment had not begun earlier than six (6) months before 
August 1, 2013, the date of receipt by the City of the application for the Industrial Facilities 
Exemption Certificate; and 
 
 



Resolution 2013-56 
- 2 - 

WHEREAS, completion of the project is calculated to and will at the time of issuance of 
the certificate have the reasonable likelihood to retain, create, or prevent the loss of 
employment in the City of South Haven; and 
 

WHEREAS, the aggregate SEV of real and personal property exempt from ad valorem 
taxes within the City of South Haven is estimated to be less than five (5) percent of an amount 
equal to the sum of the SEV of the City of South Haven plus the SEV of real and personal 
property thus exempted. 
 
BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that: 
 
1.  The City Council of the City of South Haven finds and determines that the granting of the 
requested Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate considered together with the aggregate 
amount of certificates previously granted and currently in force under Act 198, Public Acts of 
1974 and Act 255, Public Acts of 1978, will not have the effect of substantially impeding the 
operation of the City of South Haven or impairing the soundness of a taxing unit which levies 
taxes in the City of South Haven. 
 
2.  The application and Agreement as to terms and conditions, of American Twisting Company, 
for the Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate with respect to the project which the certificate 
is applied for on the following described parcel of real property situated within Industrial 
Development District No. 94-01, to wit: 
 

Real property as described in Attachment A hereto, an integral part hereof 
(Tax Parcel Number 80-53-220-102-11) be and the same is hereby approved. 

 
3.  The Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate when issued shall be and remain in force and 
effect for a period of twelve (12) years; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that the application shall be forwarded to the  
Michigan Department of Treasury, State Tax Commission, for review and approval; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as they 
conflict with the provisions of this resolution are hereby rescinded; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              



Resolution 2013-56 
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        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 16th day of September, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

September 16, 2013 

 
 

City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 7 

East Jordan Plastics IFT Consideration 

 
 
 

Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to schedule a public hearing date to consider an Industrial 
Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for East Jordan Plastics, Inc., located at 1600 Stieve 
Drive. 
 
The company has filed two applications for Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificates 
for personal property additions at their locations at 100 Veterans Blvd. and 1600 Stieve 
Drive. The tax exemption requests total $1,846,000. The company desires to make 
improvements to their building, located at 100 Veterans Blvd., which will allow storage and 
shipping options at the site. The company plans to create two new jobs at the 100 Veterans 
Blvd. location. The company desires to make improvements to their building, located at 
1600 Stieve Drive, which will allow an increase in production and shipping capabilities. The 
company plans to create two new jobs, and retain five existing jobs, at their facility at 1600 
Stieve Drive.  
 
East Jordan Plastics, Inc. purchased the former Noble International building on Stieve Drive 
on December 30, 2008. Recently, the company purchased the second former Noble 
International building on Veterans Blvd. The company performs plastic recycling operations 
at their South Haven location. In addition to recycling, the company performs onsite 
manufacturing of horticultural containers and other products into new plastic containers.  
With the acquisition of the building on Veterans Blvd., the company will create a logistics 
center, to handle shipping of their products.   
 
East Jordan Plastics, Inc. owns several facilities, all of which are located in the State of 
Michigan, and employs approximately 250 salaried and hourly employees. The business 
focuses on the manufacturing of various plastic products for the horticulture industry.  
Attached are images of the company’s products. 

  
The estimated total value of the Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for East 
Jordan Plastics, Inc., is $93,825 over the 12 year life of agreement. The tax exemption does 
include a “claw-back” provision, which allows the City of South Haven to seek the abated tax 
amount if the terms of the abatement are not met by the business. 

  
A public hearing will be held on October 7, 2013 prior to final approval of the request. 

  
Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider approval of Resolution 2013-57: which, if approved, sets a 
public hearing date to consider an Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption Certificate for East 
Jordan Plastics, Inc., located at 1600 Stieve Drive. 



 

City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

September 16, 2013 

 

Support Material: 
 

Staff report: East Jordan Plastics IFT 
Resolution 2013-57 
East Jordan Plastics, Inc. Product Guide 
 
 
 

 

http://www.eastjordanplastics.com/EJP%20Catalog.pdf


MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE: September 4, 2013 
 
TO:  Brian Dissette, City Manager 
 
FROM: Connie Phillips, Deputy Assessor 
 
SUBJECT: Resolution to Set Public Hearing Dates for Industrial Facilities Tax Exemption 

Applications (2) for East Jordan Plastics, Inc. 
 

East Jordan Plastics, Inc. has filed two (2) applications for Industrial Facilities 
Tax Exemption Certificates on August 21, 2013 with locations of 100 Veterans 
Boulevard and 1600 Stieve Drive.  Since the projects are located in two separate 
Industrial Development Districts, East Jordan Plastics Inc. was required to file 
two separate applications for each development district. 
 
The applications listed the estimated cost of acquisition and installation of 
machinery and equipment located at 100 Veteran’s Boulevard @ $51,000 and the 
estimated cost of acquisition and installation of machinery and equipment located 
at 1600 Stieve Drive @ 1,795,000.  

 
East Jordan Plastics, Inc. expects to create 2 new additional jobs at the facility located at 100 
Veterans Boulevard as a result of that project and expects to retain 5 existing jobs and create 2 
new additional jobs at the facility located at 1600 Stieve Drive as a result of that project. 
 
 
 
$93,825 is the estimated tax savings of the combined IFT applications for the duration of 12 
years. 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-57 

 
A RESOLUTION SETTING A PUBLIC HEARING DATE 

FOR CONSIDERATION OF TWO (2) APPLICATIONS FOR  
INDUSTRIAL FACILITIES EXEMPTION CERTIFICATES REQUESTED BY 

EAST JORDAN PLASTICS, INC 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on September 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
  

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 

WHEREAS, on August 21, 2013, the City of South Haven received two (2) applications 
from East Jordan Plastics, Inc, PO Box 575, East Jordan, MI 49727 for issuance of Industrial 
Facilities Exemption Certificates pursuant to Act 198, Public Acts of 1974, as amended, the 
Plant Rehabilitation and Industrial Development Districts Act, for industrial development projects 
located at 100 Veterans Boulevard and 1600 Stieve Drive, and; 
 

WHEREAS, Industrial Development Districts, known as Industrial Development District 
No. 95-02 and No. 94-01, within which the projects are located have been previously 
established by the City of South Haven; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City is required to schedule, provide notice of, and conduct public 
hearings for consideration of the applications: 
 

BE IT THEREFORE RESOLVED, that public hearings for consideration of the 
applications for the Industrial Development Exemption Certificates submitted by East Jordan 
Plastics on August 21, 2013, shall be conducted by the City Council on October 7, 2013 during 
the regular City Council meeting which begins at 7:00 p.m. local time in the City Council 
Chambers at 539 Phoenix Street in the City of South Haven; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that proper notice of the public hearings shall be issued; 
and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar as 
they conflict with the provisions of this resolution are hereby rescinded; and 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the 
City Council. 
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RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 

I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 16th day of September, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect.  Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
             
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



 
 
   MEMORANDUM 
 
Date:  September 10, 2013 
 
To:  Brian Dissette,   City Manager 
 
From:  Wendy Hochstedler, Finance Director 
 
Subject: Updated Building Permit Fees 
 
Linda Anderson & I have been working on upgrading the software in the building department to the 
BS&A .Net version throughout the budget process and will implement the upgrade next month.  The staff 
in the building department will receive thorough training during the process and will be able to easily 
adapt to the new software.   
 
We have also discussed an increase in the building permit fees to try to offset more of the department’s 
expenses.  Linda prepared a comparison of fees charged in some of the surrounding units.  South Haven 
Township was not included in this comparison because their rates are set by their contractor, Michigan 
Township Services.   
 
The City of South Haven charges less than the surrounding units, with the exception of the City of 
Holland, and would like to have the City Council consider an increase of 10% for projects less than 
$100,000 and a 15% increase for projects over $100,000.  Staff intends to revisit the issue later in 2014.   
 
The attached resolution Exhibit A includes building permit, planning & zoning fees. We are not seeking 
any changes to the planning and zoning fees at this time. 
 
Please let us know if you need any other information. 
 

City of South Haven
City Hall • 539 Phoenix Street • South Haven, Michigan 49090-1499 

Telephone (269) 637-0700 • Fax (269) 637-5319 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-58 

 
A RESOLUTION ESTABLISHING THE SCHEDULE 
FOR BUILDING PERMITS, PLANNING & ZONING 
FEES FOR RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL AND 

INDUSTRIAL PROPERTIES 
 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on September 16, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 
The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 

supported by Member    . 
 

WHEREAS, permit fee schedules have not been changed for nearly 10 years; and 
 

WHEREAS, permit fees have not been generating enough revenue to cover the cost of 
providing inspection services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the City of South Haven permit fees are generally lower than 
comparison communities of St. Joseph, Grand Haven, Benton Township, Berrien 
Township, Sodus/Pipestone Township, Bainbridge Township and the State of Michigan; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, municipal code requires a fee schedule to be adopted by resolution.  

 
THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of South Haven adopts a fee 

schedules as attached in Exhibit A, effective September 26, 2013. 
 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the 
City Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
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CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 16th day of September, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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EXHIBIT A 
 

CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
BUILDING DEPARTMENT FEES 

539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, Michigan.  Phone: (269) 637-0760  Fax (269) 637-5319 
 

SCHEDULE OF BUILDING PERMIT, PLANNING & ZONING FEES 

RESIDENTIAL, COMMERCIAL, AND INDUSTRIAL 

 
IF VALUE IS  BUT NOT      BUILDING 
MORE THAN:  MORE THAN:      PERMIT FEE: 
$            1.00  $ 1,000.00      $30.00 
       1,000.00     2,000.00        42.00 
       2,000.00          3,000.00               51.00 
       3,000.01    25,000.00      51.00 + 6.50 PER 1,000   
     25,000.00          213.00 
     25,000.01       50,000.00       213.00 + 6.00 PER 1,000   
     50,000.00          378.00 
     50,000.01    75,000.00        378.00 + 3.00 PER 1,000 
     75,000.00           461.00 
     75,000.01   100,000.00          461.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   100,000.00           568.00 
   100,000.01   125,000.00          568.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   125,000.00           646.00 
   125,000.01   150,000.00          646.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   150,000.00           727.00 
   150,000.01   200,000.00          727.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   200,000.00           884.00 
   200,000.01   250,000.00          884.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   250,000.00           1,000.00 
   250,000.01   500,000.00          1,000.00 + 2.75 PER 1,000  
   500,000.00                       1,833.00 
   500,000.01                1,000,000.00     1,833.00 + 2.50 PER 1,000 
1,000,000.00                       3,271.00 
1,000,000.01  and up      3,271.00 + 2.50 PER 1,000 
 
Homeowners who perform work on their own property that they alone own and occupy as their homestead shall not 
be required to pay a permit fee when such work performed does not exceed $1,000.00 for the total cost of the 
project, and provided that such work does not involve any structural alterations, adding on to a structure or 
accessory structure, or the removal of an addition to a structure or an accessory structure.   
 
Additional fees as follows:   
 

1 & 2 Family Residential Fences     $ 15.00 
  All other fence permits         20.00 
  Sign Permits          35.00 
 

Swimming pool permits;  Above ground       15.00  
     In ground                       25.00 
  Hot tubs           10.00 
  Residential radio-TV towers 14' in height or greater      30.00 
  House moving:  fee plus all costs incurred by city personnel 
                assisting in the move.       30.00 
  Demolition – per structure 

       Residential         35.00 
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          Accessory structures        25.00 
          Commercial/Industrial       60.00 

New Sidewalks            5.00 
  New Driveways and Curb Cuts        15.00 
  Plan Review -  Minimum $100.00       

1 & 2 Family Residential >3,500 sq. ft. and  
Commercial/Industrial 60% of permit fee  

          Additional/revisions     $50 per hour  
  Consulting Fee -        $50 per hour 
    
SCHEDULE OF PLANNING AND ZONING FEES  
 
      Projects Under  Projects $100,000 
      $100,000 Value  Value and Over 
 
Planned Unit Development      $200 + $4 per D.U. $300 + $8 per D.U. 
Site Plan Review (other than PUD) 
1. Multiple Residential      $200 + $4 per D.U. $300 + $8 per D.U. 
2. Commercial, Industrial, Institutional    $200   $300 
3. Additions to No. 2      $100   $150 
4. Change of Use       $100   $150 
5. Special Use       $150   $200 
6. Other        $100   $150 
 
       Regular   Special 
Ordinance Amendment/Rezoning      $200   $250 
Zoning Board of Appeals          150   $300 
Construction Board of Appeals           $125       
 
Up to an additional $500 may be charged to recover additional costs incurred in connection with attorney fees, 
engineering fees, or planning consultant fees.   



C:\Users\whochstedler.SOUTHHAVEN\AppData\Local\Microsoft\Windows\Temporary Internet 
Files\Content.Outlook\CNRDRH9P\PERMIT FEE COMPARISON and recommendation.doc 

 
 
BUILDING PERMIT FEE COMPARISON  
 
Staff in the building department recently reviewed the building permit fees charged by the city and surrounding communities. As 
expected, it was found that the fees charged by the city are considerably less than most surrounding communities.  
 
With an increase of 20% for projects of less than $100,000 and 30% increase for projects over $100,000, the city could have 
increased department revenue by almost $10,000 since 2010. The amount is based on an average 25% increase in fees (20% 
increase for projects of less than $100,000 and 30% increase for projects over $100,000).  
 
The following table shows the fee comparison. The figures in parentheses in the South Haven column show the fees with the 
correlating increase. Even with the fees increased, the city would be charging less than the surrounding communities with the 
exception of the City of Holland. 
 
 
Value Base City of 

South 
Haven 

City of St. 
Joseph 

City of 
Grand 
Haven 

City of 
Holland 

Benton 
Twp1 

Berrien 
Twp 

Sodus/Pipestone 
Twp 

Bainbridge 
Twp  

$25,000 194 (233) 432 361 195 401 200 323 351 
$50,000 344 (413) 1124 583 339 651 450 419 580 
$75,000 419 (503) 1412 733 439 826 735 531 736 
$100,000 494 (593) 1680 887 535 999 985 639 895 
$125,000 562 (731) 1936 1012 585 1139 1135 752 1020 
$150,000 632 (822) 2187 1137 633 1279 1285 964 1145 
$200,000 769 (1000) 2680 1187 935 1559 1585 1090 1395 
 
 
It is suggested that the city consider at least a minor increase when the fee schedule for the department is again reviewed. 
 

                                                 
1 South Haven Township was not included as their fees are established by their contractor, Michigan Township Services. 
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Memo 
To: Brian Dissette 

City Manager 
 

From: Brandy Gildea 
Parks and Recreation Supervisor 

 

Date: September 11, 2013 

 

Re: Fall Fest  
Special Event 2013-30 

 

This special event request is ready for City Council’s approval. The event is being 
organized by the South Haven Area Chamber of Commerce. The event is scheduled 
for October 11 -12, 2013. The event centers around a harvest hoe-down theme with 
fun activities/events for people of all ages. Many of the events are the same as last 
year. Please see special event application for a list of all of their activities/events. One 
additional event is to have a beer tent on Saturday evening. They are requesting use 
of the Huron Street Pavilion/parking lot, Riverfront Park, and to close Huron Street 
from School St. to Center St on Saturday from 11:00am 3:30 pm for the outhouse 
races. They also have a special request to be allowed to have 2-3 food vendors, 
which are not businesses from the Central Business District, set up under the pavilion 
during their “Taste of Fall” and “Dance” events. 
 
The event has requested a temporary liquor license. An application has been 
received by the City. Should City Council approve the event, they will be 
approving the request for the liquor license contingent upon meeting all the 
stipulations of the Special Event alcohol policy and approval by the Chief of Police 
and Liquor Control Commission. 
 
Proof of insurance has already been provided. 
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