
 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Agenda 
 
Monday, November 18, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 
 

1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation 
 

 Father Michael Ryan - Episcopal Church of the Epiphany 
 

3. Roll Call 
 
4. Proclamation Do-It-Corp 
 
5. Approval of Agenda 
 
6. Consent Agenda: Items A thru C (Roll Call Vote Required) 

(All matters listed under the Consent Agenda are considered to be routine by the City Council and will be enacted by one 
motion. Unless requested by a Council Member or a citizen, there will be no separate discussion on these items. If discussion 
is required regarding an item, that item will be removed from the Consent Agenda and considered separately.) 

A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of November 4, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $1,109,827.68 for the period ending November 19, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be asked to receive the following administrative reports and approved 

minutes to be placed on file: 
1) 05-31-2013 CBA Minutes 
2) 08-13-2013 Library Minutes 
3) 09-10-2013 Library Minutes 
4) 10-03-2013 Planning Commission Minutes 
5) 10-21-2013 LDFA Special Meeting Minutes 

 
If a member of the public wishes to address any of the following items listed on the agenda they will be given a 
chance to speak prior to Council discussing the item. They will be given up to 5 minutes to address their concerns. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-64 a resolution to establish the 

City of South Haven Corridor Improvement Authority. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
8. City Council will be asked to approve the preparation of bid documents by staff 

regarding the Van Buren Trail project to send to the MDNR for state approval. 
 

City of South Haven 



South Haven City Hall is Barrier-free and the City of South Haven will provide the necessary reasonable auxiliary aids 
and services for persons with disabilities, such as signers for the hearing impaired and audio tapes of printed 
materials being considered at the meeting to individuals with disabilities at the meeting upon seven (7) days notice to 
the South Haven City Clerk. Individuals with disabilities requiring services should contact the City Clerk by writing or 
calling South Haven City Hall at (269) 637-0750. 

9. City Council will be asked to consider the introduction of a fireworks ordinance that 
would make the current City Code compliant with the state law. 

 
10. City Council will be asked to approve resolutions related to the collection of 

delinquent public utility service accounts in Geneva Township and South Haven 
Charter Township. 

 
A. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-66 a resolution 

approving collection of delinquencies for public utility services by Geneva 
Township. 
 

B. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-67 a resolution 
approving collection of delinquencies for public utility services by South 
Haven Charter Township. 
 

11. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-65 a resolution authorizing the 
City Manager to apply for the MDEQ SAW grant program. 

 
12. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-68 a resolution declaring the 

Maritime District of the City of South Haven. 
 
13. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

(You will be given up to 5 minutes to address your concerns.) 
 
14. City Manager’s Comments 
 
15. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
16. Adjourn 
  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Brian Dissette, City Manager 



 
Proclamation 

 
 
WHEREAS, the Do-It Corporation has been a landmark in the community having been in 
business for 40 years; and  
  
WHEREAS, in 1973, Mr. Robert McClendon, father of the present director, founded the 
company in a town near Chicago; and  
 
WHEREAS, due to Bob McClendon’s desire to live close to an ocean, and visiting Lake 
Michigan and South Haven area decided this was close enough, packed the company 
up and moved to  Michigan in 1978; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Do-It Corporation was initially located in a building on 16th Avenue in 
South Haven Township where Bob McClendon employed his immediate family, the 
current 85,000-square-foot facility at 1201 Blue Star Highway was later acquired; and  
 
WHEREAS, Bob’s son, Mark McClendon worked for the company during his teen years, 
after college he wanted to try something different; and  
 
WHEREAS, Mark McClendon came back to Do-It in 1985 and after his father’s death, 
took the helm of the expanding business; and  
  
WHEREAS, while Do-It Corporation’s first big customer was U. S. Playing Cards and 
later Atari and Sony, as time went on the company began to sell hang tabs, display 
strips and other product display ideas to several thousand companies around the world; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, in 2013, this successful business employs sixty-five people and has grown 
to be the largest hang tab manufacturer in the world for the packaging and merchandise 
display industry; and 
 
WHEREAS, Mark McClendon’s business philosophy of community involvement has led 
to donations of funding, time and resources to various causes by himself and his 
employees, who all live in the South Haven area; and  
 
WHEREAS, in 2014, Do-It has plans to acquire new equipment to branch out into plastic 
carrying straps for large, bulky merchandise packages, continuing to find opportunities to 
fill this very specialized niche market.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the City of South Haven does hereby 
proclaim that the Do-It Corporation, in celebration of its 40th year in business, is to be 
recognized for its contributions to the South Haven Area and for its support of the 
community.  
 
 

_____________________________ 
Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
City of South Haven, Michigan 
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City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, November 4, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Call to Order  
 
2. Invocation 
 

 Moment of silence 
 
3. Roll Call 

 
Present: Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Absent: None 

 
4. Approval of Agenda 

 
Moved by Patterson to approve the agenda. Seconded by Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
5. Consent Agenda: Items A thru D (Roll Call Vote Required) 

 
Moved by Fitzgibbon seconded by Patterson to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
A. Council will be requested to approve the City Council Minutes of October 21, 2013. 
B. Bills totaling $8,459,248.97 for the period ending November 5, 2013 be approved and 

forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. City Council will be asked to award bid number 2013-11, Electrical Distribution System 

Improvement Project #102 to SKF Contracting of Williamsburg, MI in the amount of 
$59,839.60. 

D. Council will be asked to receive the following administrative reports and approved 
minutes to be placed on file: 
1) 08-26-2013 ZBA Minutes 
2) 09-25-2013 Housing Commission Minutes 
3) 09-30-2013 BPU Minutes 
4) 10-15-2013 Liberty Hyde Bailey Minutes 
5) 10-16-2013 BPU Special Meeting Minutes 

 
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 

Yeas: Arnold, Fitzgibbon, Gruber, Klavins, Kozlik Wall, Patterson, Burr 
Nays: None 

City of South Haven 
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Motion carried 
 

BOARD & COMMISSION APPOINTMENTS 
 
6. City Council will be asked to approve the appointment of Susan Trabucchi to fill a 5-

year term on the Library Board expiring in 2015. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve the appointment of Susan Trabucchi to fill a 5-year term on 
the Library Board expiring in 2015. Seconded by Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS 
 
7. City Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2013-64 a resolution to establish the 

City of South Haven Corridor Improvement Authority. 
 
Background Information: Staff is requesting that City Council consider establishing a 
Corridor Improvement Authority to address issues related to the I-196 Business Loop and 
M-43 in the city limits.   
 
A Corridor Improvement Authority is governed by a board of members appointed by the 
Mayor.  A majority of the board should be persons who own property or a business within 
the development area.  At least one of the members should be a resident of the 
development area or within 1/2 mile from the development area. 
 
A Corridor Improvement Authority is similar to a Downtown Development Authority in that it 
can receive tax increment financing to manage and implement improvements in the public 
right of way.  Improvements may include streetscaping, beautification, pedestrian crossings 
and changes to the road configuration. In order to receive this funding, a tax increment 
financing plan would need to be requested by the Authority and approved by City Council. 
 
The resolution currently under consideration does not establish a tax increment financing 
plan.  It creates an authority (board) which has the legal authority to request such a plan 
from the City Council. 
 
Staff is currently working with a consultant to do traffic counts and analysis, which will 
eventually be used to develop plans which would be recommended to MDOT and the Van 
Buren County Road Commission.  Establishing an Authority would help staff ensure that 
the plans are developed with input from property owners and the public. 
 
Whether or not the Authority decides to request a tax increment financing plan, the 
Authority will be useful to allow residents, property owners and business owners to 
participate in discussions with MDOT and the County Road Commission regarding 
proposed changes and improvements to the corridor district. 
 
The resolution under consideration would establish the Corridor Improvement Authority.   
The Mayor would then appoint the authority board with approval of the City Council, and 
the Authority would then begin meeting. 
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The intent is that the Authority would begin a process of developing engineering plans for all 
or part of the corridor, in cooperation with MDOT and the County Road Commission. 
 

Moved by Patterson to approve Resolution 2013-64 a resolution to establish the City of 
South Haven Corridor Improvement Authority. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Public Comment:  
 
Dorothy Appleyard – voiced concerns with wording in Resolution 2013-64. 
 
Patterson withdrew motion. It was the consensus of City Council to table item. 
 

8. City Council will be asked to consider the approval of a zoning ordinance amendment 
for Corridor Overlay Zoning District for the I-196 Business Loop and M-43 within the 
city limits of South Haven. 
 

Background Information: The City of South Haven Planning Commission has been working 
for the past year to develop the attached draft Corridor Overlay Zoning District for the 
I-196 Business Loop and M-43 corridor (“corridor”) within the city limits.   This effort 
was prompted by recommendations and goals included in the 2011 Master Plan update 
(attached). The proposed ordinance establishes an overlay zoning district intended to 
enhance the quality and compatibility of commercial development, to establish consistent 
design guidelines, to encourage the most appropriate use of lands, to promote the safe 
and efficient movement of traffic and preserve property values along the corridor through 
the City of South Haven, Michigan. 

 
Overlay zoning creates a special zoning district, placed over existing zoning districts, which 
identify special provisions in addition to those in the underlying zone. The overlay district 
may share common boundaries with the underlying zone or cut across zone boundaries. 
Regulations attached to the overlay district are usually designed to protect a specific 
resource or guide development within a specific area. In this case, the city intends for the 
overlay zoning to protect residential neighborhoods adjacent to the nonresidential areas of 
the corridor and to standardize site amenities such as signage, landscaping and building 
setback requirements. Overlay zones typically provide for a higher level of regulations than 
the underlying zone such as landscaping and screening between uses, but may also be 
used to permit less restrictive standards such, as in this case, with less restrictive parking 
requirements. 

 
This proposed ordinance does not and will not apply to any residences or residentially-
zoned properties along the corridor. 

 
The proposed ordinance does not have an immediate effect on any existing uses or 
properties along the corridor. The same businesses and activities permitted now will be 
permitted under the overlay zoning. The ordinance will only affect properties undergoing 
redevelopment or major modification.  No changes will be required of any business now 
operating. 

 
Public Involvement: A public open house was held on July 27, 2013 to provide information 
to all property owners affected by the amendment. Staff mailed 230 invitations to 
nonresidential properties within the corridor overlay area. Planning commissioners and the 
project consultant, Progressive Engineering, were available to answer questions from the 
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public. While only five (5) property owners attended, staff felt the concerns of the 
attendees were addressed. 

 

One inquiry was received from a resident unable to attend the open house. The resident 
requested that the planning commission discuss his concern and make a determination on 
his request.  The concern involved the Honor Credit Union, located at 749 Phillips Street, 
which the resident wanted removed from the overlay zone. His concern was that 
including the property would encourage future expansion of the use or a replacement use 
which would be more disruptive to the neighborhood. The planning commissioners 
discussed the matter and determined “that the reasons given to take it out (of the overlay 
zone) are the very reasons it should not be taken out”. By unanimous consensus, the 
commission members determined that no nonresidential property should be taken out of the 
proposed overlay zone. 

 
A public hearing was held on September 5, 2013 after providing notice in accordance with 
the Michigan Zoning Enabling Act, 2006 PA 110, as amended, MCL 125.3101 et seq. (the 
“MZEA”), and the City of South Haven Zoning Ordinance Staff mailed notices to all the 
property owners included in the open house mailing as well as nonresidential owners within 
300 feet of the corridor. There were no public comments offered at that hearing. 

 
Prior to the public hearing, staff asked the city attorney to review the draft ordinance and 
provide comments to the staff. Modifications were made to the draft in accordance with the 
attorney comments. 
 
Moved by Fitzgibbon to approve the zoning ordinance amendment for Corridor Overlay 
Zoning District for the I-196 Business Loop and M-43 within the city limits of South Haven. 
Seconded by Patterson. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
9. City Council will be asked to approve the Marina Rental Policy, a policy which allows 

members of the public to rent the facility on a short term basis, during the boating off 
season. 
 
Background Information: The North Side and South Side Municipal Marinas are closed from 
October 15 to April 15.  During this time, the buildings are unused.  We have had a number 
of requests to use the facility for various purposes, such as family gatherings, birthday 
parties and social events.  In addition, the type of uses that we might see are business 
meetings, fundraiser events and dinners. 

 
The attached policy was prepared after reviewing a number of other policies from other 
facilities.  The fee schedule was based on comparable fees per person occupancy at a 
facility in a nearby city.  The City proposes to provide a discount to South Haven residents 
and any 501c3 nonprofit organizations. 

 
The policy prohibits consumption of alcohol during a rental except as permitted by City 
Council resolution.  The City Council passed a resolution earlier in 2013 permitting alcohol 
on certain City properties to allow festivals to have beer tents and wine tastings.  A similar 
resolution could be passed for the Marinas, if desired. 



City of South Haven        
Regular Meeting Council Minutes 
City Hall, Council Chambers 
7:00 p.m., Monday, November 4, 2013  

DRAFT 
 

We have had discussions with the Marina Manager, John Marple, regarding scheduling and 
managing rental of the marina facilities for a percentage of the revenue.  If the rental policy 
is acceptable to City Council, staff will proceed with those negotiations. 
 
Public Comment: 
 
Dorothy Appleyard – Voiced concerns about Marina Rental Policy. 
 
Elaine Hurbert – Voiced concerns about Marina Rental Policy. 
 
No Action Taken 

 
10. City Council will be asked to approve the Black River Park Master Plan. 

 
Background Information: The Harbor Commission desires to make improvements to the Fish 
Cleaning Station at Black River Park.  It was felt that the Fish Cleaning Station should be 
replaced with a new facility rather than upgrading in its current location.  In order to find a 
location in Black River Park, the Harbor Commission began a process to review other 
potential improvements to Black River Park, with the intent of coordinating the location of the 
Fish Cleaning Station with other future improvements.  The master planning process was 
assisted by Abonmarche Consultants. 
 
A master plan is a guide for future implementation.  It is intended to coordinate future 
improvements and guide staff in implementation of the plan.  This plan does not require the 
City to develop the park in this way, it shows the intent for the park at this time. 
 
The attached plan was initially developed by the Harbor Commission, and was then 
reviewed by the Parks Commission and Planning Commission.  Comments received at the 
Parks Commission and Planning Commission were incorporated into the design. 
 
The Black River Park Master Plan has been recommended to City Council for approval.  If 
approved, the Harbor Commission will likely proceed by directing staff to have cost 
estimates and detailed plans drawn up for a fish cleaning station for grant submittal 
purposes. 
 
Moved by Patterson to approve the Black River Park Master Plan. Seconded by Fitzgibbon. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion Carried. 
 

11. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
 
Johnny Canonie – Voiced concerns about Phoenix Street. 

 
12. City Manager’s Comments 
 
13. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
Klavins: Vote tomorrow 
 
Arnold: Vote tomorrow. Reminder that draft agenda comes out on Wednesday. 
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Patterson: Congratulations to Susan Trabucchi. Thanked public for their comments and 
emails. 
 
Fitzgibbon: Thanked businesses for their patience with Phoenix Street. Thanked Brian for 
conducting weekly meetings with businesses. 
 
Gruber: Vote early. Thanked public for their comments. 
 
Kozlik Wall: WOW weekend is coming up. Reminder about no more parking on streets 
starting November 15th. 
 
Burr: Spoke about Van Buren Trail. 

 
14. Adjourn 
 

Moved by Fitzgibbon to adjourn. Seconded by Klavins. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Meeting adjourned at 8:07 p.m. 

  
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Michelle Coffey 
Deputy City Clerk 

 
Approved by City Council: DRAFT 
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Construction Board of Appeals 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Friday, May 31, 2013 
4:00 PM, Conference Room A 
City Hall 

 City of South Haven 
                                                                      

 

              
  

1. Call to Order  
 
In lieu of a chair, motion by Morse, second by DeVinney to call the meeting to order.  
All In favor. Motion carried. 

 
2. Roll Call 

 
Present: Dennis DeVinney, Mark Dibble, Edward Morse, Bryan Lundgren (arr. 4:08 p.m.) 
Absent:  None 
 
Also present:  Ross Rogien, Building Official; Butch Kelley, Hearing Officer 
 

3. Election of Chair and Vice Chair 
 

Motion by DeVinney, second by Kelly to elect Morse as the chair.  
 All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 Motion by Morse, second by DeVinney to appoint Dibble as co-chair. 
 All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

4. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by DeVinney, second by Dibble to approve the May 31, 2013 Construction Board 
of Appeals agenda as presented. 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
5. Approval of Minutes – September 13, 2011 

 
Motion by DeVinney, second by Dibble to approve the September 13, 2011 Construction 
Board of Appeals regular meeting minutes as written. 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
6. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 
There were none. 

 

 

May 31, 2013 

Construction Board of Appeals 

Minutes
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7. NEW BUSINESS 

  
335 Center Street 
 
Butch Kelly, Hearing Officer noted that the owner is a no show; has had ample time to 
make improvements and has not responded to continued efforts by the city to bring the 
building up to code. Pointed out that there is an authorization from the owner that the 
structure should be demolished, an estimate from John Brush, building contractor, 
regarding the condition of the building and members of the board have viewed and 
walked through the building.  
 
Lundgren arrived at 4:08 p.m. and apologized for his lateness. 
 
Dibble asked whether the city would get bids. Dibble asked if the owner has access to 
the building. Rogien explained that from the time of the board’s decision, the owner can 
back out, but Rogien doubts that he will. The owner could seek a court injunction but 
Rogien doubts that he will.  
 
The board discussed the issue of the owner having personal effects in the building and 
Rogien explained that up until the building is demolished, the owner may remove his 
personal property from the building. There was discussion of asbestos abatement and 
the costs of abatement. It was noted by Rogien that two environmental teams have gone 
through the building in the past week, probably asbestos and hazmat teams. The realtor, 
Tina Goodrich, from Jaqua, says there is some interest in the property if the building is 
taken down, according to Rogien. Dibble made some guesses what it would cost to bring 
the building down. More discussion ensued regarding what it will cost to abate the 
asbestos before the demolition. 
 
The board discussed the grant which the State has offered to remove blighted buildings; 
without the grant the demolition would have to be funded by the City, only to be 
recovered when the property sold at some unknown time in the future. 
 
Motion by Lundgren to authorize the city to tear down the building at 335 Center Street 
because it meets the criteria set by the city for a dangerous building. Second by 
DeVinney. 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
8. Adjourn 

 
Motion by Dibble, second by DeVinney to adjourn at 4:16 p.m.  
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 
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Planning Commission 
 

 
Regular Meeting Minutes 
Thursday, October 3, 2013 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

 
 City of South Haven 
                                                                      

 

              
1. Call to Order by Paull at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Roll Call 
 

Present: Frost, Heinig, Peterson, Smith, Wall, Webb 
Absent:  Miles  
 
Motion by Heinig, second by Wall to excuse Miles.  
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 

Motion by Smith, second by Heinig to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 

 
4. Approval of Minutes – September 5, 2013 
 

Motion by Wall, second by Smith to approve the September 5, 2013 regular Meeting 
Minutes as written.  
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

5. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 
 
None at this time. 

 
6. New Business  

 
A. PUBLIC HEARING – Special Use Permit Request 

1068 Monroe Blvd. 
 
Vlietstra Brothers Pools, Inc., representing John and Rita Sexton of 1068 Monroe 
Blvd, South Haven, MI, requests a special use permit to construct an in ground 
swimming pool at the above address on Monroe Boulevard. Swimming pools on 
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waterfront properties require a special use permit according to zoning ordinance 
section 1725-2d. 
 
Anderson reviewed the request, noting that she walked the site, observed a solidly built 
seawall on a bluff that is well vegetated. Anderson informed that she sent the request to 
the Department of Environmental Quality (DEQ) which had no problem with the request. 
In light of concerns offered by the neighbors in three (3) letters and the location of pool, 
Anderson suggested the board might want to make an approval contingent on an 
engineering study by the applicant.  
 
Motion by Wall, second by Heinig to open the public hearing.  
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 
Paull asked if there was anyone in the audience who wanted to speak to this issue. 
Seeing none, Paull requested a motion to close the public hearing. 
 
Wall stated that she received a phone call from a neighbor who is in Europe and could 
not be at this meeting. The neighbor had concerns regarding water runoff and because 
of that Wall agrees with having an engineer look at it. 
 
Motion by Smith, Second by Wall to close the public hearing. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

B. Discussion and Recommendation: Proposed Variance 
 
Paull pointed out that an engineering study could be included in the motion if the pool 
request is approved. 
 
Smith questioned whether concerns about the fence placement and easement have 
been addressed and whether it is standard practice to require an engineering study. 
Anderson explained she always sends such requests to the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). Smith questioned whether a house would be worse than a 
pool in regards to issues with the bluff. Anderson noted that with a house, the city 
required sealed drawings by an engineer or architect. Regarding the fence placement 
concern of the neighbors, Anderson stated that the city acts in good faith with the 
application and does not require surveys; if there is a fence or easement issue, 
neighbors have to settle that as a civil matter.  
 
Peterson went to the property yesterday and noted that the fence did not seem to be a 
problem; he feels that the applicant has addressed the run off problems and agrees that 
an engineering study would be good.  
 
Wall asked about how to prevent overflow. Anderson said it is violation of the state law 
to allow run off from one property to another; however, it is the property owner’s 
responsibility to be sure that drainage does not run onto a neighbor’s property.  
 
Ron Vlietstra: Owner, Vlietstra Brothers Pool Company. Stated that the company 
has been in business for over forty (40) years and that he has been an owner for twenty-
one (21) years. Vlietstra Brothers has installed many pools along the waters’ edge from 
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New Buffalo north including ten (10) in South Haven and has never had an issue. 
Vlietstra noted that this area is fortunate in that there is quite a rigid clay bank along the 
lakeshore all the way up to Glenn which runs on an angle and stabilizes that area quite 
well. Vlietstra pointed out that he put a pool in the Pinnacles which is seventy-five (75) 
feet up and twenty-five (25) feet in from the bluff in the High Banks.  
 
Regarding this application, Vlietstra stated that he contacted the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ), which issued him a five (5) page questionnaire to fill out. 
Of that, only one question applied to this pool, and that required him to go to the Van 
Buren County Drain Commission, which is the State of Michigan designated agency for 
the “Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control” permit office. That office reviewed the 
request and issued a permit. Vlietstra noted that he is working in conjunction with 
DeBest on this project and commended the quality of DeBest’s work. 
 
Vlietstra commented that “except for the Planning Commission granting me a Special 
Use Permit so I can pull a Building Permit, we are ready to go.”  
 
Vlietstra also commented on the water drainage issue, noting that when the Sextons 
bought the property they were concerned with water draining toward the bank so that 
has already been alleviated and the goal for Vlietstra Pools is to contain all drainage 
within the property. Vlietstra’s plans are to do the same thing he did on two (2) pools his 
firm installed on Monroe Boulevard recently; he put in boring drains that are extremely 
effective.  
 
Paull reminded that one of the concerns is the runoff onto neighbor’s property. Vlietstra 
explained that the pool will be a completely enclosed self-contained system and all water 
will be held on the property and will not drain on anyone else’s property.  
 
Webb requested clarification regarding the questionnaire from the Department of 
Environmental Quality (DEQ). Anderson explained that the questionnaire led the 
applicant to the Soil Erosion and Sedimentation Control permit from the Van Buren 
County Drain Commission.  
 
Vlietstra added that his firm has never had a violation or citation. 
 
Smith stated that he is familiar with some of the pools Vlietstra mentioned, that he can 
confirm the quality of DeBest’s work and questioned whether an engineer brought in to 
study the proposed plan will know more than Vlietstra Brothers have with their 
experience up and down the lakeshore. 
 
Motion by Smith, second by Wall to approve the special use permit to construct an in 
ground swimming pool at 1068 Monroe Boulevard.  
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

C. Discussion of B-3 Zoning District Regulations 
 

Paull explained that the B-3 Zoning District was created a decade or so ago, based on a 
former ordinance’s marina district and pieces of a zoning code adopted from another 
community, which he noted has worked reasonably well up until recently. Currently 
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nearly all the property left to be developed in the B-3 zone does not fit into the B-3 
category. 
 
Anderson said she has had requests for single family homes in the B-3 Zoning District 
for properties that are not suitable for much except a single family home. B-3 allows 
Planned Unit Developments (PUDs) and some businesses such as restaurants. In 
talking to others around the city, trying to determine why the zone restricts the 
construction of single family home, Anderson stated that she has never been able to find 
out. Anderson reviewed Planning Commission minutes from the time but never found 
reference to a discussion on why the zone was structured as it is.  
 
Anderson’s recommendation is for the Commission to consider amending the zoning 
ordinance to allow single family homes in the B-3 district; people own lots in that zone 
and cannot do much with them. 
 
Another issue that Anderson pointed out is the area in the B-3 zone that should be 
looked at is where Old Harbor Village/Inn is located along Williams Street. Anderson 
stated that here has been discussion since she has been employed by the city of making 
that area part of the Central Business District (CBD). Strong features that point to that 
change are that Old Harbor Village/Inn has the same characteristics as the CBD, being 
in the CBD gives the area more options for uses and the CBD does not have the same 
parking requirements as the B-3 zone. B-3 requires that a business provide a certain 
number of parking spaces on the same property and that cannot happen in that location.  
 
Anderson talked to the Downtown Development Authority (DDA) Director, Deb 
Davidson, to see if she had any issues with such a zoning change and Davidson thinks it 
is a good idea. Now that the city is more developed, there may be some other changes 
that need to be made to the text of the ordinance in the section about the B-3 zone, that 
were not addressed at the time it was implemented. 
 
Anderson would like to receive the Planning Commission’s permission to look at some of 
these issues; put together a subcommittee; drive and walk the area; look at permits that 
have been issued in the area and report back to the Commission.  
 
Smith asked for clarification that Anderson is only asking to add something, not to 
change the Planned Unit Development (PUD) requirements or remove any allowed uses 
from the B-3 Zone. Anderson responded that she has no problem with what is allowed 
but with what is not allowed; adding single family residences as a permitted use is a 
simple adjustment and would be a way to allow a use for the owners of some of those 
lots in the B-3 zone.  
 
Peterson asked for an example of one of those lots in the B-3 zone that could be used 
for a single family home if the use was added to the ordinance. Anderson responded, 
“Three Pelicans,” and added that she has had inquiries about that property, which 
cannot accommodate a business use due to the parking requirement, but could be a 
good location for a single family home. 
 
Paull said if the commissioners have consensus, he will have Anderson explore this and 
report back to the commission. All members recommended staff begin the study. 
 
. 
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7. Old Business 
 
A. Request Concerning Overlay Zoning 

 
Paull noted that this item is regarding the overlay zoning in a written communication we 
received prior to the public comment at the September 5, 2013 regular planning 
commission meeting requesting one piece of property be removed from the overlay zone.  
 
Anderson noted that the resident feels that this property, zoned B-1, should not remain in 
the overlay zone because inclusion might encourage expansion of the use in the future.  
Anderson feels this is not a good precedent to set, once one property is removed from 
the overlay zone, other businesses may want that use that as a way to opt out.   
 
As noted in the staff report, Anderson pointed out that this request is being brought to the 
commission due to staff omission; she really wanted to have the proposed Overlay 
Zoning to City Council by now.  
 
Heinig commented that the reasons given to take it out are the very reasons it should not 
be taken out.  
 
By consensus, the board determined that no property should be taken out of the 
proposed overlay zone. 

 
8.  Commissioner Comments 
 

There were none. 
 
9. Adjourn 
 

Motion by Wall, second by Smith to adjourn at 7:29 p.m. 
 
All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 



Local Development Finance Authority 
 

 
Special Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, October 21, 2013 
4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
South Haven City Hall 

                                             City of South Haven      
 

 

 
1. Call to Order by Bolt at 4:00 p.m. 

 

2. Roll Call 
 
 Present:  Gawreliuk, Herrera, Klavins, Valentine, Varney, Bolt 
 Absent:   Erdmann, Henry, Kerber, Rainey  
 
3. Approval of Agenda 
 
 All in favor to approve the agenda as presented. 
 
 Motion carried. 

 
4. Broker Selection 
 
 Bolt suggested Klavins introduce the final distillation of the committee’s discussion. 
 

Klavins commented on the three presentations, pointing out the pros and cons of each along 
with some errors in the materials each party distributed to the board. The sub-committee 
agreed that the easiest presentation to eliminate was the one that asked for money up front.  
 
The committee wants to list it with a broker who can break the project down into its pieces to 
maximize our potential in other companies, according to Klavins some ideas the committee 
considered were:  
 

 Separating the back portion of the acreage which has a lane going into it.  With 
overlays that portion could be used as an incubator. 

 

 Selling the office building and the warehouse separately.  
 

 Have Bradley Company provide a virtual model for the overlays; they are the experts 
in that.  

 
“We would be overseeing their work,” Klavins said, noting that his experience with Bradley 
Company has been positive and their price seemed to be negotiable. The committee agreed 
that the city will not want to put too much money into the property because we could find a 
buyer whose needs are entirely different. 
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Varney asked for reminder of the various presentations, noting that in her mind she thinks of 
them as Presentation One, Two and Three.  
 
Klavins reminded that the first presenter was with Signature, but noted that they had the 
property listed before the city bought it so they already had their shot.  
 
The second presenter was Dane Davis, with Bradley Company, who admitted he had not 
made the time to go through the property, but Klavins noted Bradley has a fresh marketing 
approach. Their recent transactions include the Family Dollar, the Olive Cart, a building on 
LaGrange, and involvement in the Meijer deal. Unit wise, Davis’ group has done the most 
local sales by far. They just listed everything in Lighthouse Village and are reviving that 
project including the commercial potential.  
 
Varney was bothered by the fact that Davis did not take the time to look at the building and 
yet came in with a one million dollar ($1M) price. Klavins said none of the presenters was 
totally on target, but Davis figured his price at $12 a square foot. Klavins said he 
recommends Davis’ marketing, overlay and modeling, which is the reason he feels Davis is 
the best of the three.  
 
Varney wondered if, since the presentations are all so weak, whether our request for 
presentations could be put out again. Klavins said he would guess these are the three best 
commercial realtors out there and if we got more presentations they would probably be 
similar.  
 
Valentine stated that the Local Finance Development Authority (LDFA) is not putting money 
into this up front and that she shares Varney’s reservations. Bolt brought up the point that 
the city is willing to help a buyer with an ironclad contract through negotiations. Klavins said 
there are no hard dollars going out that he is seeing. Even at a set price, Klavins would like 
to see what Davis’ group does. “By selecting them,” Klavins asserted, “we have not signed a 
listing agreement; we can meet with them and ask them to show us what they think we 
should do.”  
 
Bolt explained that the committee came up with a suggestion for commission structure, 
adding that there are possible price differentials depending on whether the city or the Davis 
group finds the buyer.  
 
Bolt asked if we should defer signing a listing agreement for thirty (30) days. Klavins said 
since we do not know what we are listing we could ask them to show us what would be an 
aggressive overlay for the back property; there could be several different price points which 
might attract more buyers. Once we come up with scenarios, then we could do a listing with 
Bradley.  
 
Varney asked what the strategy would be. Klavins said we want to give them some 
guidance so they could have an advantage in coming up with a presentation. Varney said 
she feels leery because of the presentation Dane Davis gave. Klavins noted that Davis has 
a three-person team; one member of his team is Cindy Compton, who is on my team at 
Prudential, but she is kind of my independent commercial person. The reason she is on my 
team is because of the type of presentation she comes up with. In response to another 
question from Varney, Klavins said that he would not see Compton being involved as a 
conflict of interest for himself. 
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Varney thinks the two Ryan’s (third presentation) were a reality check for us; Valentine said 
they had at least read the report. Bolt said most of what they told us was way overblown. 
Bolt said they were really trying to tell us we had to turn this property into a Cadillac to 
market it. Valentine responded that she felt they were asserting that the city should do full 
disclosure. Valentine said they wanted us to at least acknowledge that the place has some 
problems. Bolt said one of their comments is that there is no gas line; if someone wants to 
move in there, the gas company will run a line at no cost to the city. Same with the 
transformers; the Board of Public Utilities would be happy to move some transformers onto 
that property if they have a customer. Bolt said the sale price has a lot to do with what a 
buyer is going to do with it.  
 
Valentine noted that the last presentation did correctly identify our mission; that we are not 
just trying to sell the property but to create jobs. 
 
Bolt asked if Valentine and Varney would feel more comfortable if Bradley Company were 
asked to come back with another presentation. Varney said, “Yes.” Varney feels that we 
need to see what they can do. Klavins said he can direct them, not so much in numbers, but 
ask for a breakdown of the various pieces.  
 
Herrera suggested sending out a Request for Proposal (RFP) enumerating issues that are 
of high concern with the board. Varney said we started there, but what we are trying to do 
now is get closer to a final agreement; getting a written proposal from Bradley with a better 
listing price and with Bradley knowing more details of what the city is looking for.  
 
Klavins asked if he should schedule them for the next meeting; Valentine said she thinks we 
should meet with them again. After discussion about the time it would take to comply with 
the boards’ request, Herrera noted that if Bradley wants the business their group will put in 
the time.  
 
Bolt asked the board if there is consensus and noted that he sees nodding which he will 
take as consensus. 
 

5.  Adjourn 
 
 Motion by Klavins to adjourn at 4:34 p.m.  
 
 All in favor. Motion carried. 
 

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 
 
 
Marsha Ransom 
Recording Secretary 



 
 

Staff Report 
November 4, 2013 

 

 

City Council Staff Report 

 
Resolution Establishing a  

Corridor Improvement Authority 
 

 
City of South Haven 

 

 
Background Information:   
 

Staff is requesting that City Council consider establishing a Corridor Improvement 
Authority to  address issues related to the I-196 Business Loop and M-43 in the city 
limits.   
 
A Corridor Improvement Authority is governed by a board of members appointed by the 
Mayor.  A majority of the board should be persons who own property or a business 
within the development area.  At least one of the members should be a resident of the 
development area or within 1/2 mile from the development area. 
 
A Corridor Improvement Authority is similar to a Downtown Development Authority in 
that it can receive tax increment financing to manage and implement improvements in 
the public right of way.  Improvements may include streetscaping, beautification, 
pedestrian crossings and changes to the road configuration.  In order to receive this 
funding, a tax increment financing plan would need to be requested by the Authority and 
approved by City Council. 
 
The resolution currently under consideration does not establish a tax increment 
financing plan.  It creates an authority (board) which has the legal authority to request 
such a plan from the City Council. 
 
Staff is currently working with a consultant to do traffic counts and analysis, which will 
eventually be used to develop plans which would be recommended to MDOT and the 
Van Buren County Road Commission.  Establishing an Authority would help staff 
ensure that the plans are developed with input from property owners and the public. 
 
Whether or not the Authority decides to request a tax increment financing plan, the 
Authority will be useful to allow residents, property owners and business owners to 
participate in discussions with MDOT and the County Road Commission regarding 
proposed changes and improvements to the corridor district. 
 
The resolution under consideration would establish the Corridor Improvement Authority.   



 
 

Staff Report 
November 4, 2013 

 

 

The Mayor would then appoint the authority board with approval of the City Council, and 
the Authority would then begin meeting. 
 
The intent is that the Authority would begin a process of developing engineering plans for all or 
part of the corridor, in cooperation with MDOT and the County Road Commission. 
 
 
Recommendation:  
 
Approve the Resolution Establishing a Corridor Improvement Authority. 

 
Support Material: 
 

1. Resolution Establishing a Corridor Improvement Authority 
2. Corridor Improvement District Map 

 
 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Paul VandenBosch 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-64 

 
A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN CORRIDOR IMPROVEMENT 

AUTHORITY 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on November 4th, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, the Corridor Improvement Authority Act, 2005 PA 280, as amended, MCL 125.2871 
et seq. (the “Act”) authorizes the City of South Haven (the “City”) to establish a corridor 
improvement authority; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council of the City (the “City Council”) adopted a Resolution of Intent to 
Establish a Corridor Improvement Authority and Setting a Public Hearing on July 15, 2013 (the 
“Resolution of Intent”); and 

WHEREAS, a public hearing was held on August 19, 2013 (the “Public Hearing”) at the City Hall 
to consider the establishment of a corridor improvement authority and the designation of the 
boundaries of a development area; and 

WHEREAS, notice of the Public Hearing was given by publication in the South Haven Tribune 
on July 21, 2013 and July 28, 2013, by certified mail to the governing body of each taxing 
jurisdiction levying taxes that would be subject to capture if a tax increment financing plan is 
approved on July 17, 2013, by first class mail to the property taxpayers of record in the 
proposed development area on July 18, 2013 and by posting  in 20 conspicuous and public 
places in the proposed development area on July 19, 2013; and 

WHEREAS, more than 60 days has passed since the public hearing; and 

WHEREAS, the City Council has determined to establish a corridor improvement authority for 
the development area identified in the Resolution of Intent. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED AS FOLLOWS: 

1. Determination of Necessity.  The City Council finds that it is necessary and in the best 
interests of the City and the public to create a public body corporate for the purpose of 
preventing deterioration in business districts, fostering economic development and the 
redevelopment of commercial corridors, and to promote economic growth. 
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2. Creation of the Authority.  A corridor improvement authority designated the “City of South 
Haven Corridor Improvement Authority” (the “Authority”) is established pursuant to the 
provisions of the Act. 

3. Designation of Development Area.  The development area of the Authority shall consist of 
the territory in the City described on the attached Exhibit A and shown on the map attached as 
Exhibit B, subject to any amendments made from time to time pursuant to this Resolution or the 
Act (the “Development Area”). 

4. Authority Board.  The Authority shall be under the supervision and control of a seven 
member board of directors (the “Board”) consisting of the mayor or the mayor’s designee and 
six members who shall be appointed by the Mayor, subject to approval by the City Council. Not 
less than a majority of the members shall be persons having an ownership or business interest 
in property located in the Development Area. At least one of the members shall be a resident of 
the Development Area or of an area within one-half mile of any part of the Development Area. 
The Board shall elect a chairperson from among its members. Of the members first appointed, 
an equal number of the members, as near as is practicable, shall be appointed for a term of one 
year, two years, three years, and four years. After the initial appointment terms, each member 
appointed in the manner provided by this section shall serve for a term of four years. Before 
assuming the duties of office, a member shall qualify by taking and subscribing to the 
constitutional oath of office. A member shall hold office until the member's successor is 
appointed. An appointment to fill a vacancy shall be made by the mayor for the unexpired term 
only. After having been given notice and an opportunity to be heard, a member of the Board 
may be removed for cause by the City Council. Members of the Board shall serve without 
compensation, but shall be reimbursed for actual and necessary expenses.  The Board may 
adopt bylaws governing its procedures subject to the approval of the City Council 

5. Powers of the Authority.  The Authority shall possess all of the powers provided by this 
Resolution and the Act and all powers otherwise provided by law.  The enumeration of a power 
in this Resolution or in the Act shall not be construed as a limitation up on the general powers of 
the Authority.    

6. Fiscal Year.  The Authority shall operate on the basis of a fiscal year that corresponds with 
the fiscal year or the City or such other fiscal year as may be determined by the City Council. 

7. Termination of Authority.  Upon completion of its purposes, the Authority may be dissolved 
by the City Council.  The property and assets of the Authority, after dissolution and satisfaction 
of its obligations, shall revert to the City. 

8. Publication and Filing.  This resolution shall be filed with the secretary of state promptly after 
its adoption and shall be published at least once in a newspaper of general circulation in the 
City. 

9. Section Headings.  The section headings in this Resolution are furnished for convenience of 
reference only and shall not be considered to be a part of this Resolution. 

10. Severability.  If any section of this Resolution shall be held invalid the invalidity of such 
section shall not affect any of the other provisions of this Resolution. 

11. Conflict.  All resolutions or parts of resolutions are, to the extent of any conflict with this 
resolution, hereby rescinded. 

12. Effective Date.  This resolution shall take effect immediately upon its publication. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
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RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 4th day of November, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 



Phoenix St

Arbor Ct

Hiways A
veWillo

w Ave

Erie St
Br

ad
ley

 C
t

73r
d S

t

Phoenix St

Ce
nt

er
 St

N I
 19

6  
73

 1/
2 S

t

Bl
ue

 St
ar

 M
em

 H
wy

S I
 19

6  

La
gr

an
ge

 S
t

6th Ave

8th Ave

Ba
ile

y A
ve

Aylworth Ave

2nd Ave

Green St
Lee St

Ch
er

ry
 St

Phillips St

Br
oa

dw
ay

 S
t

Elkenburg St

Superior St

I 1
96

  

Pe
ar

l S
t

M-43 Hwy

Dunkle
y A

ve

Wilson St

Dyckman Ave
Fr

an
cis

 St

E Wells St

Ci
de

r C
t

Jo
ne

s A
ve

Conger St

Williams St

Chambers St

Hu
bb

ard
 S

t

Wells St

Lu
nd

y L
n

Spencer Ave

Bl
ue

 St
ar 

Me
m 

 

Cartwright Ave

Pr
os

pe
ct 

St

Itz
en

 C
t

Lighthouse Blvd

Ch
er

ry
 C

t

I 1
96

  

Ba
ile

y A
ve

2nd Ave

Ba
ile

y A
ve

N 
I 1

96
  

6th AveBl
ue

 St
ar

 M
em

 H
wy

Wells St

8th Ave

Wilson St

I 1
96

  
6th Ave

Exhibit B: Development Area Boundary Map µ

0 0.1 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.50.05
Miles3/7/2013



November 7, 2013 
 
TO: Brian Dissette 
 
FR: Paul VandenBosch 
 
RE: Van Buren Trail Project 
 
The Van Buren Trail project is a grant funded project which will establish a downtown bicycle 
trailhead at the parking lot on the corner of Kalamazoo and Huron Streets.  The project 
includes trailhead improvements, directional signage, pavement markings, and a rails to trails 
section of bicycle path.  In coordination with the State of Michigan, the trail will connect 
Downtown South Haven to Van Buren State Park, and will include directional signage to Kal-
Haven State Park, North Beach, South Beach and Van Buren State Park. 
 
The bicycle route between the trailhead at Kalamazoo Street and the intersection of Maple 
Street and South Haven Street will be an on-street signed route with directional signage and 
pavement markings to indicate how to follow the route.  Bicyclists will use the existing 
roadway; no dedicated bicycle lanes are proposed.  Parking will still be allowed where it is 
currently allowed. 
 
Between South Haven Street and Aylworth Avenue, the City plans to construct a rails to trails, 
off-street bicycle path which will be paved partly with asphalt and partly with concrete.  This 
will include the pathway which has already been constructed in the Everett Park development. 
 
The project is being done in coordination with the State of Michigan Department of Natural 
Resources, which is paving the former railroad from Aylworth Avenue near the former Bohn 
plant in the City to Van Buren State Park.   
 
When the two projects are completed, they will form a bicycle path and on-street route which 
links Van Buren State Park to Downtown South Haven.  There will also be a connection to the 
Kal Haven Trail, which was previously completed, but will be enhanced with directional 
signage. 
 
The project is funded with assistance of the Michigan Natural Resources Trust Fund, which 
will pay 60% of the cost of the project, with a project cost of $362,400.  The City's match is 
$145,000.  We intend to finalize bid documents over the next two months and bid the project 
out in February, 2014 (or sooner, if possible).  The project should be completed by Memorial 
Day, 2014. 
 
We have met with adjacent property owners to discuss design details of the project as it 
affects their property.  Staff met with the Downtown Development Authority and held a public 
information meeting to take comments.  The next step in the project is to prepare bid 
documents and send the bid documents to the state for their approval.  Staff is requesting City 
Council approval to take this next step. 
 
Recommendation: 
 
Authorize staff to prepare bid documents and send them to the MDNR for state approval. 
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EXISTING DRINKING FOUNTAIN
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NEW MDF DRINKING FOUNTAIN # 10115SMSS
UNIT WITH ADA FOUNTAIN AND BOTTLE FILLER.

TO BE MOUNTED TO SAME CARRIER AS REMOVED FOUNTAIN.
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ADA FOUNTAIN WITH BOTTLE FILLER
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October 15, 2013 
 
TO: Brian Dissette 
 
FR: Paul VandenBosch 
 
RE: Fireworks Ordinance 
 
The current City Code, last adopted in 1965, prohibits exploding of fireworks, as well as 
regulating the sale of fireworks.   
 
In 2012, the State of Michigan pre-empted local regulation of fireworks, and established a 
state-wide regulation of sale and use of fireworks with the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, 
which was amended in June of this year.   
 
The Act limits how a local government can regulate the use of fireworks.  A local government 
with a population of less than 50,000 is not permitted to prohibit use of fireworks on the day 
preceeding, the day of, and the day after a national holiday, except between the hours of 1 
a.m. and 8 a.m. 
 
The Act also prohibits use of fireworks on public property, subject to a state civil infraction. 
 
The attached draft ordinance would remove city code regulation of the sale of fireworks.  It 
would prohibit the use of fireworks except for the day preceding, the day of and the day after 
national holidays.  It would prohibit the use of fireworks from 1 am to 8am on the day 
preceding, the day of and the day after national holidays.   
 
The attached draft ordinance would bring the current City Code into compliance with current 
state law. 
 
There does not appear to be a definition of national holiday in the Act.  Assuming the 
legislature meant Federal Holidays, the following 11 holidays would apply: 
 
New Year's Day 
January 1 
  
Martin Luther King, Jr. Birthday 
Third Monday in January  
 
Inauguration Day 
First January 20 following a presidential election 
 
Washington's Birthday 
Third Monday in February 
 
Memorial Day 
Last Monday in May 
 
Independence Day 



July 4 
 
Labor Day 
First Monday in September 
 
Columbus Day 
Second Monday in October 
 
Veterans Day 
November 11  
 
Thanksgiving Day 
Fourth Thursday in November  
 
Christmas 
December 25 
 
Staff Recommendation: 
 
Approve the ordinance. 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
ORDINANCE NO - ____ 

 
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND SECTION 54-167 OF THE CITY OF SOUTH 
HAVEN CODE OF ORDINANCES TO REGULATE DISCHARGE OF 
FIREWORKS.  

 
The City of South Haven Ordains: 
 
SECTION 1. Amendment. Section 54-167, Chapter 54, “Offenses,” Article VII, “Offenses 
Against Public Safety,” Division 1, “Generally,” of the City of South Haven Code of Ordinances, 
is amended to read as follows: 

Sec. 54-167.  Sale, possession and transportation of fireworks; permit for public display. 

(a) No person shall explode, or cause to explode any firework as defined in the 
Michigan Fireworks Safety Act, Michigan Complied Laws 28.452(j) except on the day 
preceding, the day of, or the day after a national holiday. On the day preceding, the day 
of, or the day after a national holiday, no person shall explode or cause to explode any 
firework between the hours of 1 a.m. and 8 a.m. 

(b) A person shall not ignite, discharge, or use consumer fireworks on property 
owned or controlled by the City of South Haven without permission granted by resolution 
of the City Council.  Property owned or controlled by the City of South Haven includes 
but is not limited to public right of way, city beaches, parks, city facilities, municipal 
marinas, vacant land and industrial park property owned by the City or its authorities. 

(c) The council may, upon application in writing on forms provided by the Michigan 
Department of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs and payment of a fee as set by 
resolution of city council, if any, grant a permit for the use of fireworks within the city, 
subject to the provisions of the Michigan Fireworks Safety Act.  A permit granted under 
this subsection is not transferable and shall not be issued to a minor. 

(d) A violation of this ordinance shall be subject to a civil infraction. 

 
SECTION 2.   
 

  
SECTION 3.  Publication and Effective Date.  The City Clerk shall cause a notice of adoption of 
this ordinance to be published.  This ordinance shall take effect 10 days after its adoption or 
upon publication of the notice of adoption, whichever occurs later. 
 
SECTION 4 
 
If any portion of this ordinance is for any reason held invalid, such decision shall not affect the 
validity of the remaining provisions of this ordinance. 
 
SECTION 5 
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This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after its passage and publication as 
provided by law. 
 
SECTION 6 
 
This ordinance shall take effect ten (10) days after its adoption or upon its publication in the 
South Haven Tribune, whichever occurs later. 
 
 
INTRODUCED by the City Council of the CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN on this 18th day 
of November, 2013. 
 
ADOPTED by the City Council of the CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN, MICHIGAN on this __day of 
________, 2013. 
 
 
 
             

Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 

 
CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Amanda Morgan, Clerk of the City of South Haven, Van Buren County, Michigan do hereby 
certify that the above Ordinance was adopted by the South Haven City Council on the __ day of 
_____, 2013; and the same was published in a paper of general circulation in the City, being the 
South Haven Tribune, on the ___day of _________, 2013. 
 
 
 
 
             
       Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 10 

Revenue Sharing Agreements with South Haven Charter Township and 
Geneva Township 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked consider approval of resolutions relating to the collection of 
delinquencies for electric utility services by Geneva Township and South Haven Charter 
Township as part of tonight’s City Council meeting. 
 
State Law MCL 141.101 et seq. allows delinquent bills to be placed as a lien on the property 
and collected with usual property tax bills and payments.  In compliance with the law, the 
City’s Finance Department has included delinquent utility balances for water, sewer and 
electric charges for services located within the city limits on the City tax bills as special 
assessments.      
 
South Haven Charter Township has also assisted the city with the collection of delinquent 
water & sewer charges for services provided within the township in accordance with the 
Water & Wastewater service agreement was signed in December, 1994. This agreement 
does not address delinquent electric services.  
 
City administration requested that South Haven Charter Township and Geneva Township 
assist the city with the collection of delinquent township electric services by adopting 
ordinances to allow the placement of liens on township properties for delinquent accounts. 
In exchange for their efforts, the townships would keep 50% of the electric delinquents 
collected and remit the balance to the city. This process will facilitate the collection of the 
outstanding amounts and give the city another mechanism to collect in addition to utilizing 
collection agencies.  
 
Attached are separate resolutions for Geneva Township & South Haven Charter Township 
(along with the Exhibit A’s – their adopted ordinances relating to the placing of liens, 
collection of and remittance of delinquent utility accounts to the City.   

 
Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider a motion to approve the following resolutions: 
 Resolution 2013-66: A Resolution approving collection of delinquencies for public 

utility services by Geneva Township  
 Resolution 2013-67: A Resolution approving collection of delinquencies for public 

utility services by South Haven Charter Township 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-66 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING COLLECTION OF DELINQUNCIES FOR PUBLIC UTILITY 

SERVICES BY GENEVA TOWNSHIP 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on November 18, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, the City, or a board or department thereof, or an authority of which the City is a 
constituent member, provides water, sanitary sewer, electric, and other public utility services 
(collectively, "Public Utility Services") to properties within Geneva (the Township"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to authorize the Township to assist with the collection of delinquent 
rates, fees, and charges for such Public Utility Services, subject to the terms of this Resolution; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has adopted its Ordinance No. 37, An Ordinance To Empower The  
Geneva Township To Assist The City Of South Haven In Providing Public Utility Service, To 
Assist The City Of South Haven In The Collection Of Delinquent Charges For Public Utility 
Service, And To Provide For The Placement Of Liens On Property For Which Payment Is 
Delinquent For Public Utility Services ("Ordinance"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City finds that the Township's adoption of the Ordinance will provide a benefit to 
City residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to authorize the Township to provide the assistance described in 
the Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City finds that adoption of this Resolution is in the best interest of the health, 
safety, and welfare of City residents. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of South Haven as follows: 
 

1. The City hereby authorizes the Township to collect delinquent charges for Public Utility 
Services on behalf of the City and to place a lien for unpaid charges on the Township's 
tax roll, as set forth in the Ordinance, which is attached as Exhibit A. 
 

2. The City authorizes the Township to remit fifty percent (50%) of the collected amounts of 
charges for Electric Utility Services to the City and to retain fifty percent (50%) of such 
amounts for the Township, as set forth in the Ordinance. 
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3. Any resolutions In conflict with this Resolution are repealed to the extent necessary to 
give full force and effect to this Resolution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 18th day of November, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-67 

 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING COLLECTION OF DELINQUNCIES FOR PUBLIC UTILITY 

SERVICES BY SOUTH HAVEN CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on November 18, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, the City, or a board or department thereof, or an authority of which the City is a 
constituent member, provides water, sanitary sewer, electric, and other public utility services 
(collectively, "Public Utility Services") to properties within South Haven Charter Township (the 
Township"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to authorize the Township to assist with the collection of delinquent 
rates, fees, and charges for such Public Utility Services, subject to the terms of this Resolution; 
and 
 
WHEREAS, the Township has adopted its Ordinance No. 114, An Ordinance To Empower The 
Charter Township Of South Haven To Assist The City Of South Haven In Providing Public Utility 
Service, To Assist The City Of South Haven In The Collection Of Delinquent Charges For Public 
Utility Service, And To Provide For The Placement Of Liens On Property For Which Payment Is 
Delinquent For Public Utility Services ("Ordinance"); and 
 
WHEREAS, the City finds that the Township's adoption of the Ordinance will provide a benefit to 
City residents; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City wishes to authorize the Township to provide the assistance described in 
the Ordinance; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City finds that adoption of this Resolution is in the best interest of the health, 
safety, and welfare of City residents. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the City of South Haven as follows: 
 

1. The City hereby authorizes the Township to collect delinquent charges for Public Utility 
Services on behalf of the City and to place a lien for unpaid charges on the Township's 
tax roll, as set forth in the Ordinance, which is attached as Exhibit A. 
 

2. In accordance with the Franchise and Water and Wastewater Service Agreement dated 
December 28, 1994, between the City of South Haven and the Charter Township of 
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South Haven and Casco Township, the Township shall collect the full amount of any 
account certified as delinquent and upon collection shall pay one-hundred percent 
(100%) of the delinquent sum to the City.  
 

3. The City authorizes the Township to remit fifty percent (50%) of the collected amounts of 
charges for Electric Utility Services to the City and to retain fifty percent (50%) of such 
amounts for the Township, as set forth in the Ordinance. 
 
 

4. Any resolutions In conflict with this Resolution are repealed to the extent necessary to 
give full force and effect to this Resolution. 

 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
 
RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 18th day of November, 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 
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City Council Manager’s Report 

 
Agenda Item 11 

SAW Grant Application; Sanitary and Storm Sewer Infrastructure Project 
Grant Application 

 
 

 
Background Information: 
 

The City Council will be asked to consider approval of a resolution which authorizes staff to 
submit a Stormwater, Asset Management, Wastewater (SAW) grant application.  The grant 
application is a new grant program, administered by the Michigan Department of 
Environmental Quality (MDEQ) for work related to the storm and sanitary sewer 
infrastructure improvements.   
 
The SAW grant program is designed to provide funds for infrastructure project planning, 
engineering design, and infrastructure asset management planning.  The MDEQ program 
has a total of $450 million available, with $97 million expected to be awarded in the first 
funding round.  The first round applications are due by December 2, 2013. 
 
The Board of Public Utilities (BPU) met on Monday, October 28, 2013, and reviewed the 
proposed SAW grant application.  The BPU discussed the proposed grant application and 
approved, by unanimous support, to recommend the city proceed with the grant application.   
 
The city’s application seeks $1,867,996 for design work, capital planning, and construction 
funds. The grant application seeks to construct improvements on North Shore Drive, 
Dyckman Avenue (west of the bascule bridge,) pump improvements to the Wastewater 
Treatment Plant, along with a variety of improvements related to the Indian Grove lift station.  
Should the city apply for the grant, and receive a commitment from the MDEQ, the city will 
provide a local match of $317,000.  Please note; the SAW grant allows for staff costs to be 
applied towards the local match.  Should the grant be funded, the city’s staff anticipates 
using the Engineering Department staff to assist with the planning work.  Using the in-house 
labor will lower the city’s cash contributions to the local matching amount.  Staff anticipates 
that should the SAW grant be awarded, the city’s in-kind labor contribution will provide the 
complete local matching amount requirement.    
 
The SAW grant application appears to be an effective program for the City of South Haven 
to pursue additional infrastructure planning and construction funding.  The BPU has 
reviewed this program and recommend the City Council authorize staff to proceed with the 
grant application.   
 

Recommendation: 
 

The City Council should consider approval of Resolution 2013-65, a resolution authorizing 
the City Manager to apply for the SAW grant. 

 



City Council Agenda 
Manager’s Report 

November 18, 2013 

Support Material: 
 

Resolution 2013-65; SAW Grant Application 
Abonmarche SAW Grant Memo 
Proposed System Improvements 
SRF & SAW Grant Projects 
SAW Grant Application 

 
 
 

http://www.south-haven.com/pages/misc/11152013/SAW.pdf
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MEMORANDUM 
 
DATE:  October 29, 2013 
 
TO: City of South Haven 
 
FROM: Tony McGhee 
 
RE: Michigan Department of Environmental Quality 
 Stormwater, Asset Management, Wastewater  
 
Background 
During early October 2013, The Michigan Department of Environmental Quality DEQ) unveiled 
its newest grant program called Stormwater, Asset Management, Wastewater (SAW).  In total, 
the program has approximately $450 million available to communities with $97 million 
expected to be awarded during the first round.  Funding under the SAW program will be 
available on a first come, first serve basis so long as a community’s application is judged 
technically complete.   The first round applications will be due December 2nd of this year.  The 
program is being funded with state monies which means Davis-Bacon requirements will not be 
applied to work undertaken through the program. 
 
This program represents an excellent opportunity for communities to thoroughly assess their 
stormwater system and plans, sewage collection and treatment facilities, as well as develop 
comprehensive asset management plans that will enable communities to make educated 
and informed decisions as to future public works expenditures.   
 
Given the work the City of South Haven has undertaken through the DEQ’s S2 program over 
the past eighteen months, the SAW program represents an opportunity to both begin 
implementing projects identified through the S2 study while ramping up efforts by the City to 
create a comprehensive asset management plan.   
 
Opportunity 
The underlying purpose of the SAW program is to encourage communities to develop 
asset management plans as well as pay for the design of identified projects through 
these plans as well as previous studies such as the S2 program.   
 
S2 Project Implementation 
Abonmarche is in the process of readying a draft of the City’s S2 study for submission to 
the DEQ for review.  The study has resulted in two levels of projects being identified. The 
highest priority projects identified through the study include: 
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1) Addressing structurally deficient pipes on Dyckman Avenue west of 
the bridge and North Shore from Dyckman to Baseline road.  This work 
will require the rebuilding of the roadways as part of the utility 
improvements.  The timing of the S2 and SAW programs should align 
well to undertaking this work at the same time that repairs to the 
Dyckman Bridge during the fall of 2014 should the City desire. 
 

2) Consolidating and relocating the main pumps near the Wastewater 
Treatment Station which will significantly improve the overall operation 
of both the plant and overall wastewater system. 

 
3) Making structural improvements and control upgrades at the Indian 

Grove lift station as well as relocating the exposed force main which 
currently is exposed running over runs over the creek adjacent the lift 
station. 

 
4) Rehabilitating manholes associated with the interceptor line which runs 

through Peterson Ravine which bisects the southern portion of the 
community.  This will greatly reduce the amount of infiltration into the 
interceptor which ends up being unnecessarily treated at the plant.   

 
5) The final priority project identified through the S2 study was the 

undertaking sewer separation work on Center Street.   
 

The second tier projects include addressing numerous pipe issues within the residential 
neighborhoods in the southern portion of the community.  The pipes which will be in 
need of improvements are predominately located between Van Buren Street to the 
north, Aylworth to the south, Indiana to the west, and Center to the east.   
 
Where the SAW program dovetails nicely with the S2 program is that the City can apply 
for SAW grant funding to pay for the engineering costs associated with the high priority 
projects which removes this expense from the formula as the City undertakes the 
identified projects moving forward.   
 
Asset Management Activities 
The SAW program and its ability to fund asset management activities are timed well 
with the City’s interest in developing a comprehensive asset management system.  If 
selected, the SAW program will provide the necessary funds for the City to televise and 
rate wastewater pipes not covered in the S2, assess and map the community’s 
stormwater management system, regularly test were the creeks and drains enter into 
Lake Michigan for the presence of e. coli, and make upgrades and improvements to 
the City’s GIS system which will greatly enhance its value as an asset management tool.   
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Not only is this work which the City would currently not likely undertake itself given 
competing funding priorities but it will also be a likely permit requirement of the DEQ 
within next 5-7 years.  If the City can use these funds to meet anticipated future permit 
requirements it will mean not using other funds for this purpose in the future.   
 
Match Requirements and Other Program Opportunities 
Each community can apply for up to $2 million in SAW funds.  The scope of work 
detailed above is projected to result in a grant application in the amount of $1,867,996.  
Of this amount, $752,732 will cover the engineering costs associate projects identified 
via the S2 study and $1,115.264 will be used to develop a comprehensive asset 
management plan for the City.  Under the program, a community is required to provide 
a 10% match on the first million dollars of requested funds and 25% any funding requests 
above $1 million.  Under this formula, if the City were to apply for the $1.86 million in 
grant funding, its matching requirement would be $317,000.  However, unlike the S2 
program, the match for the SAW program can be made via in-kind efforts by City staff.  
This will result in what is expected to be a zero cash match on behalf of the City.  The 
City’s match is planned to be provided through the following in-kind sources performed 
by City staff: 
 

 Force Account – Asset Management:   $35,120 
 Force Account – Phase II Design Work: $175,851 
 Cleaning and Televising:   $106,000 

 
Furthermore, communities can petition for “disadvantaged” status as part of the 
application process.  If the City of South Haven is able to secure this status from the 
DEQ, it would not only result in the waiving of any match requirements but also make 
the City eligible for $500,000 of grant financing to be put to the cost of its first 
construction project(s) undertaken through the program. 
 
Conclusion 
The SAW grant represents a good opportunity for the City of South Haven to begin 
implementing the work identified in the S2 study, subsidize the cost of its asset 
management efforts, improve its GIS system, and even gain project funding should 
“disadvantaged” status be gained at little to no cost for the community when one 
considers the overall scope of work which will be completed through the SAW grant. 
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P.O. Box 1088
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Project: South Haven SRF Project Plan

Project No.: 11-0655

Date: 10/29/13

Computed By: Daniel A. Dombos, PE

537,848.41$                 71,713.12$                   609,561.53$                 26,892.42$                   

303,250.82$                 50,541.80$                   353,792.63$                 25,270.90$                   

1,866,142.88$              248,819.05$                 2,114,961.93$              93,307.14$                   

 $              3,266,080.13  $                 544,346.69  $              3,810,426.82  $                 272,173.34 

 $                 473,992.90  $                   78,998.82  $                 552,991.72 39,499.41$                   

 $                   83,861.94  $                   13,976.99  $                   97,838.92 6,988.49$                     

61,711.40$                   10,285.23$                   71,996.63$                   5,142.62$                     

356,816.49$                 47,575.53$                   404,392.02$                 17,840.82$                   

-$                              1,290,000.00$              1,290,000.00$              1,208,000.00$              

Subtotal:  Phase I Projects and Costs - SRF and SAW Eligible 6,949,704.97$              2,356,257.24$              9,305,962.21$              1,695,115.16$              

273,449.55$                 36,459.94$                   309,909.49$                 -$                              

1,098,604.87$              146,480.65$                 1,245,085.52$              -$                              

223,614.14$                 29,815.22$                   253,429.35$                 -$                              

120,348.82$                 16,046.51$                   136,395.33$                 -$                              

1,061,320.15$              141,509.35$                 1,202,829.50$              -$                              

1,774,093.11$              236,545.75$                 2,010,638.86$              -$                              

342,229.33$                 45,630.58$                   387,859.90$                 -$                              

 $                 146,229.14  $                   19,497.22  $                 165,726.35 -$                              

 $                 107,194.22  $                   14,292.56  $                 121,486.78 -$                              

Subtotal:  Phase II Projects and Costs 5,147,083.32$              686,277.78$                 5,833,361.09$              -$                              

Indiana and Edgell Reconstruction

East Edgell Rehabilitation

East Lyon Street Rehabilitation

Asset Management

Asset Management - Utility Systems

Center Street Reconstruction

Kalamazoo Street Reconstruction

Abell Avenue Reconstruction

Lyon Street Reconstruction

N. Indiana Avenue Reconstruction

South Indiana Ave. Reconstruction

Structurally Deficient Pipes -SRF Eligible

Phase II Projects and Costs

Construction

Cost Estimate

(PV $)

SAW Grant Eligible

Engineering

Cost Estimate

(PV $)

Dyckman Avenue Reconstruction

North Black River Street Reconstruction

North Shore Drive Reconstruction

Center Street Sewer Separation

Manhole Rehabilitation

Option A: Main Pump Station Consolidation

Structural and Controls

Force Main Replacement at Creek

Indian Grove Lift Station Repairs

Total Project

Cost Estimate

(PV $)
Structurally Deficient Pipes

Peterson Ravine Sewer Related Projects

Center Street Sewer Separation

Phase I Projects and Costs - SRF and SAW Eligible

Construction

Cost Estimate

(PV $)

Engineering

Cost Estimate

(PV $)

Total Project

Cost Estimate

(PV $)

SAW Grant Eligible

South Indiana Avenue Area Sewers

Indiana Avenue and Edgell Street Sewers

Miscellaneous Sewer Rehabilitation

Project Area

Project Area

Main Pump Station Capacity Improvements
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City Council Staff Report

Declaration of Maritime District

City of South Haven

Background Information:  

A number of local organizations have supported the naming of a district in the South Haven 
Harbor  Area  for  purposes  of  marketing  and  historical  recognition.   Designating  a  Maritime 
District would allow for identifying the area of the City surrounding the historic Harbor, which has 
a number of attractions and amenities.

The  Maritime  District  would  include  the  downtown,  North  and  South  Beaches,  Bed  and 
Breakfast area, Riverfront Park and festival sites, the Michigan Maritime Museum, Harborwalk 
and a number of Marinas.  The intent is not to draw a boundary around a specific area, but to 
allow any organization or business which is connected to the Harbor to identify itself as being 
part of the Maritime District.

Because of the number of attractions and amenities in this area, it is desired that a name be 
given to the area to allow for marketing and connecting visitors to sites of historic activities in the 
area.

The Maritime District  is  intended to bring to mind the maritime history of the Port of South 
Haven.  It is not the intent to create a historic district in the sense of a district which protects the 
historic character of buildings.  The attached resolution is essentially naming a neighborhood 
and encouraging business and organizations to use that name to identify the area.

Recommendation: 

Approve the Resolution Declaring a Maritime District.

Support Material:

1. Resolutions of Support

Respectfully submitted, 
Paul VandenBosch
Harbormaster

Staff Report
October 22, 2013
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CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
VAN BUREN AND ALLEGAN COUNTIES, MICHIGAN 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 2013-68 

 
A RESOLUTION DECLARING THE  

MARITIME DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF SOUTH HAVEN 
 

 Minutes of a regular meeting of the City Council of the City of South Haven, Van Buren 
and Allegan Counties, Michigan, held in the City Hall, 539 Phoenix Street, South Haven, 
Michigan 49090 on November 18, 2013 at 7:00 p.m. local time. 
 

PRESENT:             
 
ABSENT:             
 

 The following preamble and resolution was offered by Member      and 
supported by Member    . 
 
WHEREAS, a number of local organizations and businesses desire to identify themselves as 
being part of the South Haven Harbor area; and 
 
WHEREAS, designation of a Maritime District in the South Haven Harbor area will recognize the 
history of the South Haven Harbor and its importance today to the South Haven Area; and 
 
WHEREAS, designation of a Maritime District will name a district which can be used for 
marketing purposes by organizations and business; and 
 
WHEREAS, designation of a Maritime District will name a unique area of South Haven with an 
important history which defined the character of the City of South Haven; and 
 
WHEREAS, the intent of this resolution is to declare a Maritime District honoring the historic 
importance of South Haven Harbor, but it is not the intent to create a historic association or  
historic district for protection of buildings; and 
 
WHEREAS, the City Council concurs with the recommendations as forwarded to the Council by 
the Harbor Commission, Michigan Maritime Museum, South Haven Chamber of Commerce, 
South Haven Convention and Visitors Bureau, South Haven Downtown Development Authority 
and Historical Association of South Haven.  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that the South Haven City Council hereby declares the 
South Haven Maritime District as the general area surrounding the Black River from the 
Dyckman Bridge to Lake Michigan; and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that all organizations, businesses and persons in the district are 
encouraged to use the name of the district to identify themselves as part of the Maritime District; 
and 
 
BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED, that this resolution shall take effect upon passage by the City 
Council. 
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RECORD OF VOTE: 
 
 Yeas:              
 
 Nays:              
 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
 
              
        Robert G. Burr, Mayor 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 
 
I hereby certify that the foregoing is a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted by the 
City Council at a meeting held on the 18th day of November 2013, at which meeting a quorum 
was present, and that this resolution was ordered to take immediate effect. Public notice of said 
meeting was given pursuant to and in compliance with the Open Meetings Act, Act No. 167 of 
the Public Acts of Michigan 1976 (MCL 15.261 et seq). 
 
 
 
              
        Amanda Morgan, City Clerk 





















Historical Association of South Haven 
Board Meeting Thursday April 12, 2012 

7:00 p.m. 
                                                       Hartman School                                                              
                                                             Minutes 

 
 

Members Present:   
Sue Frederick, Ed Appleyard, Jim Ollgaard,  

Beth Keithly, Roger Horton, Linda LaRocque, Cheryl Gauntlett 
Guest: Ann Habicht 

 
 

 
I. Meeting was called to order at 7:05 p.m. 
 
II. Member Comments -none 

 
III. Approval of Minutes-minutes approved as written. 
 
IV. Agenda approved with addition of  New Business A. Election of Officers and  

B. Intern Opportunity and C. Maritime District. 
 

 
V. Treasurer’s Report- $15,717.83 in checking, $1369.31 in the endowment fund, 

$20,044.97 in the Money Market account, $676.39 in PayPal account and $151.00 
cash on hand.  Total $37,959.50 
 
 
 

VI. Old Business 
 

A. Board Member Confirmation: We have asked Jeremy Burleson from the 
high school to join the board, and have not had a response yet. 
 

B. Lighthouse Update: We will reschedule a ceremony celebrating the 
acquisition of the lighthouse by HASH for a future date, when we can 
have some state and local officials attend. 

 
C. Spring Open House: The poster has been made, we will work on details at 

the May board meeting. 
 

D. Membership Drive: Letter and envelopes are at Baars and will go out in 
mail the first week of May. 

 
E. Summer Events:  We have not heard yet from Wendy Halperin in 

reference to the poster, Jim has a backup design ready in case we need it. 
The Bark Peelers talk is schedules and all the events are on the website 

 



VII. New Business 
 

A. Officer Election: A motion was made to keep the current slate of officers, 
approved and passed.  Jim Ollgaard-President, Roger Horton-Vice 
President, Ed Appleyard-Treasurer, Sue Frederick-Treasurer. 

 
 

B. Intern Opportunity: A graduate student has approached us with the 
possibility of working in the library for us this summer.  Ed and Roger 
will contact her for more information. 
 

C. Maritime District:  A motion was made and approved for HASH to 
support the formation of a “Maritime District” in South Haven which will 
extend from the Lighthouse on the south pier to the Dyckman Street 
bridge and back to the light at the end of the north pier. 

 
 
VIII      Committee Reports: 

 
A. Publicity –none currently. 
B. Public Displays:  The display windows at Clementine’s have been 

redone by Al Dickerson, one for the Maritime Museum and one for 
HASH. 

C. Archives:  We received a display case from Hales, a piano from the 
Allers family that was at Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum previously. 
Also a metal hitching post that once was in front of the Shamrock, now 
the Sand Castle B&B. Jim has a postcard showing the post in place. 

D.  Oral History collection:  No report. 
E. Newsletter: Ann is collecting items now. 
F. Historic Preservation Committee: no report 
G. Research Committee: No report 
H. Building and Grounds: No report. 
I. Membership Committee: No report 

 
IX Member Comments: None 

 
 

Meeting adjourned at 8:30 p.m. 
 

Respectfully submitted- 
Sue Frederick 
Secretary 
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