
 

City Council 
 
 

Regular Meeting Minutes 
 
Monday, June 20, 2016 
7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
 
 
 

 

 
1. Call to Order by Mayor Burr at 7:00 p.m. 
 
2. Invocation – Reverend Curry Pikkaart, Retired – President of South Haven Area 

Ministerial Services (SHAMA) 
 

3. Proclamation for Albermarle Corporation 
 
4. Roll Call 

 
Present: Jeff Arnold, Clark Gruber, Andy Klavins, Steve Schlack, Scott Smith, Bob Burr 
 
Absent:   Vickiy Kozlik Wall 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Smith, to excuse Councilmember Kozlik Wall due to 
personal reasons. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
5. Approval of Agenda 

 
Moved by Arnold, seconded by Smith, to approve the agenda. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
6. Consent Agenda: Items A through F (Roll Call Vote Required) 

 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Gruber, to approve the Consent Agenda as follows: 
 
A. Council will be asked to approve the City Council Regular meeting minutes for June 6, 

2016. 
B. Council will be asked to approve invoices totaling $778,056.75 for the period ending 

June 5, 2016 be approved and forwarded to the Clerk and Treasurer for payment. 
C. Council will be asked to approve budget adjustments for FY 2015-16. 
D. Council will be asked to approve the Household Chemical Waste Program Agreement 

with Van Buren Conservation District. 
E. Council will be asked to approve a Special Event Sign Request for the Bark-B-Que 

Fundraiser sponsored by the Al-Van Humane Society. 
F. Council will be asked to accept the following minutes: 

1) November 18, 2015 Construction Board of Appeals minutes; 
2) April 27, 2016 Housing Commission minutes; 
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3) April 28, 2016 Special Meeting Planning Minutes; and 
4) May 5, 2016, Planning Commission meeting minutes. 

  
A Roll Call Vote was taken: 
 Yeas: Arnold, Gruber, Klavins, Schlack, Smith, Burr 
 Nays: None 
 
Motion carried. 
 

OLD BUSINESS 
 
7. Council will be asked to take the following actions related to utility rate setting: 

 
A. The City Council should consider a motion to host a public hearing on the 

proposed amendments to the utility rate ordinance. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Smith, to open the public hearing on the proposed 
amendments to the utility rate ordinance. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Public hearing open. 
 
City Manager Brian Dissette spoke on the proposed changes to the water & sewer 
rates.  
 
Mayor Bob Burr spoke on the electric rate classifications and the reasons for the rate 
increases, specifically increases in the demand charge and the transmission charge. 
The increase is around 4%.  
 
No public comment. 
 
Moved by Arnold, seconded by Schlack, to close the public hearing on the proposed 
amendments to the utility rate ordinance. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. Public hearing closed. 
 

B. The City Council should consider approval of the proposed amendments to the 
utility rate ordinance. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Klavins, to adopt the proposed amendments to the 
utility rate ordinance. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
NEW BUSINESS 

 
8. Council will be asked to receive an update from South Haven Health Systems. 

 
Council received an update from Joanne Schroeder of South Haven Health Systems 
(SHHS). See the attached handout at the end of the minutes. 
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9. Council will be asked to consider the following annual board and commission 
appointments/reappointments: 
 

 
A. Reappoint board and commission members as follows: 

 
Moved by Arnold, seconded by Klavins, to reappoint the board and commission 
members as follows: 
 

 
Name Board Term 
Catherine Jarvie Library Board 5 years 
Charles Moore Parks Commission 3 years 
Craig Neiphaus Construction Board of Appeals 5 years 
Tim Reineck Harbor Commission 3 years 
Stephanie Timmer LDFA-BRA 4 years 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

  
B. Appoint new members to the board and commissions as follows: 

 
Name Board Term 
Ashley Deming Harbor Commission 3 years 
John DeCardy Housing Commission 5 years 
Kate Hosier Building Authority 4 years 
Wendi Onuki Parks Commission 3 years 

    
 
Ashley Deming, introduced herself to the Council and spoke on her qualifications for 
the Harbor Commission. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Smith, to appoint Ashley Deming to the Harbor 
Commission for a 3-year term. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
John DeCardy introduced himself the Council and his qualifications for the Housing 
Commission. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Arnold, to appoint John DeCardy to the Housing 
Commission for a 5-year term. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 
Moved by Klavins, seconded by Arnold, to appoint Kate Hosier to the Building 
Authority for a 4-year term. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
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Wendi Onuki, introduced herself to the Council and spoke on her qualifications for 
the Parks Committee. 
 
Moved by Arnold, seconded by Klavins, to appoint Wendi Onuki to the Harbor 
Commission for a 3-year term. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried.  

        
10. Council will be asked to consider the following Special Events: 

 
A.  Special Event Application 2016-22 – Fourth of July Parade, to be held on July 

4, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. with parade route on Kalamazoo, Huron, Michigan, and 
Center Streets. (Streets closed by 10:30 a.m.) 

 
City Manager Brian Dissette introduced this item and explained the change in the 
parade route. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Schlack, to approve Special Event Application 2016-
22 – Fourth of July Parade, to be held on July 4, 2016 at 11:00 a.m. with parade 
route on Kalamazoo, Huron, Michigan, and Center Streets. (Streets closed by 10:30 
a.m.) 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

B. Special Event Application 2016-23 – Michigander Bicycle Tour, to be held on 
July 22, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m., in Stanley Johnston Park, sponsored 
by the Michigan Fitness Foundation. 
 
City Manager Brian Dissette introduced this item and offered details on the event. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Klavins, to approve Special Event Application 2016-
23 – Michigander Bicycle Tour, to be held on July 22, 2016 from 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 
p.m., in Stanley Johnston Park, sponsored by the Michigan Fitness Foundation. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
11. Council will be asked to approve Resolution 2016-43, a resolution recommending 

local government approval of an application for a brewpub license by Ballock’s Bar & 
Grill. 

 
Daniel Ballock of Ballock’s Bar & Grill addressed the Council regarding his plans for adding 
a brewpub license to his Class C Resort liquor license. 
 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Arnold, to approve Resolution 2016-43, a resolution 
recommending local government approval of an application for a brewpub license by 
Ballock’s Bar & Grill.  
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
12. Council will be asked to consider for approval the following traffic control orders: 
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City Engineer, Larry Halberstadt, spoke on these traffic control orders giving background 
information. 

 
A. Traffic Control Order 16-003, Cook Street Parking 

 
Sharon Fanger, 351 Jones, spoke to Council on the difficulties on her street caused 
by cars parking on both sides of the street. 
 
Moved by Arnold, seconded by Klavins, to approve Traffic Control Order 16-003, 
Cook Street Parking. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 
 

B. Traffic Control Order 16-004, Cass Street Parking 
 
City Manager Brian Dissette spoke on this Traffic Control Order and introduced 
2016-004 Alternative and explained the changes and rationale behind the changes. 
 
Mary Ellen McDermott, 52 Cass Street, spoke to Council on how difficult it is to get in 
and out of her driveway with vehicles parked directly across from her driveway. 
 
Moved by Smith, seconded by Klavins, to approve Traffic Control Order 16-004 
Alternative Version, Cass Street Parking. 
 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried. 

 
13. Interested Citizens in the Audience Will Be Heard on Items Not on the Agenda 

 
Mike Henry, County Commissioner for Van Buren County, gave an update on county 
business for city residents, specifically speaking on construction projects. He described the 
work to be done to the County Jail and explained the millage proposal. 
 
Cirilo Martinez, candidate for District Court Judge for Van Buren County, introduced himself 
and his qualifications for the office, specifically his civil and criminal defense work at the 
state and federal levels. 
 
Phil Oretsky, candidate for the Van Buren County Sheriff, introduced himself and spoke on 
his qualifications for the office of Sheriff of Van Buren County. 
 
Bill Fries, 310 Eagle Street, spoke on the Paws on Parade, a fundraiser for the Al-Van 
Animal Shelter, to be held on Sunday, June 26, 2016 at 8:00 a.m. He also requested that 
the Council review the violations for parking in no-parking areas as it is rampantly abused, 
noting that the ticket is only $10. 
 
Brian Thompson, adult volunteer for Boy Scout Troop #198, and his son, Brian Thompson, 
Eagle Scout #198, spoke on their attendance to the City Council meeting to fulfill 
requirements for an eagle scout merit badge. 
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14. City Manager’s Comments 
 
Public works has added more beach cleaning times based on negative feedback from 
Memorial Day. Compliments Acting Chief Natalie Thompson for stepped up enforcement on 
city’s beaches and public spaces. She has been meeting with community groups addressing 
the specific needs and concerns. 

 
15. Mayor and Councilperson’s Comments 

 
Schlack: No comment. 
 
Gruber: Thanked Mr. Fries on local feedback and wanted more information on investigating 
parking violations and possible adjustment of that ordinance. 
 
Arnold: No comment. 
 
Smith: Thanked Mr. Henry for the update.  Appreciated staff’s responsiveness in parking 
issues. Thanked DPW for their work with the storm last week. 
 
Klavins: Thanked Acting Chief Thompson for her efforts. Reiterated the zero-tolerance 
policy for no alcohol on the beach. 
 
Burr: Reminded everyone that this is fireworks season. If you haven’t donated yet, please 
consider doing so. Our 34,000 fireworks show is held on Sunday, July 3, 2016 at 10:30 for 
28 minutes. Channel 3 will be live at the show, interviewing community members. 

 
16. Adjourn 

 
Moved by Gruber, seconded by Klavins, to adjourn the meeting. 
Voted Yes: All. Motion carried meeting adjourned at 8:17 p.m.  

 
RESPECTFULLY SUBMITTED, 

 
Kate Hosier, Assistant City Manager 
Approved by City Council:  
 
 






