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ADOPTED ORDINANCES RESULT IN LOCAL POLICY CHANGES
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE – (South Haven, Michigan) The City of South Haven City Council
was asked to consider two ordinance amendments at their September 19, 2016 regular
meeting: Fireworks Ordinance Amendment and Unattended Animal Ordinance. A summary of
each is found below.
At the September 6th meeting of the City Council, members reviewed the Michigan Fireworks
Safety Act (“MFSA,”) and approved a resolution which respectfully requested the Michigan
Legislature to consider requests for an increased ability on behalf of local units of government to
regulate the hours of the day and night for the use of fireworks. Currently, per the MFSA and
local ordinance, the City of South Haven does regulate the use of fireworks between the hours
of 1:00 a.m. and 8:00 a.m.
Continuing their effort to regulate fireworks locally, the City Council, at their September 19th
regular meeting, adopted an ordinance amending the penalties for violations of Section 54-167,
the sale, possession and transportation of fireworks in the Code of Ordinances. Currently, the
penalty is a civil infraction; however, with the proposed changes, the following schedule of fines
will apply:
(1) $150.00, plus costs for first violation (a change from $50.00);
(2) $250.00, plus costs for first repeat offense (a change from $100.00); and
(3) $500.00, plus costs for any subsequent repeat offense (up from $250.00).

These changes will serve to act as a stronger deterrent to violators and help to maintain the
harmony, peace, tranquility, public safety and best interests of city residents and visitors.

Also at their September 19th regular meeting, City Council adopted an ordinance which provides
local enforcement to protect unattended animals from being left in parked motor vehicles under
conditions that endanger the health or well-being of the animal.

Per the adopted ordinance, “a peace officer, animal control officer or first responder is
authorized to remove an animal from a motor vehicle if the animal's safety appears to be in
immediate danger from heat, cold, lack of adequate ventilation, lack of food or water, or other
circumstances that could reasonably be expected to cause suffering, disability, or death to the
animal.”

Violations of this ordinance will result in the following fines:

(1) If the animal did not suffer great bodily injury or death, a violation of this section is
punishable by a fine not exceeding $100.00, imprisonment in a county jail not
exceeding 30 days, or by both a fine and imprisonment.

(2) If the animal suffered great bodily injury or death, a violation of this section is
punishable by a fine not exceeding $500.00, imprisonment in a county jail not
exceeding 90 days, or by both a fine and imprisonment.

For more information regarding these ordinances, please refer to the adopted ordinances
attached to this press release.
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