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Background Information: 

 
On February 4, 2013, Council adopted their priorities for the 2013-14 fiscal year.  Priority #3 
relates to Parks and Public Spaces.  One of specific projects listed under Priority #3 is 
construction of a new BMX/Pump Track park facility. 
 
A pump track is constructed of hard packed dirt and equipped with a series of rollers and 
banked turns.  They are typically designed to permit a bike rider to traverse a looped course 
with minimal pedaling.  The image shown below is of an existing pump track.  The design of 
each pump track is unique, thus South Haven’s pump track will not be exactly like the image 
shown. 
 

 
 

During priority setting discussions, the location for this facility was identified.  The proposed 
site is on the grounds of the Public Safety Building located at 90 Blue Star Highway.  The 
pump track is to be constructed near the northwest corner of the site in an area that has 
remained unused by the police and fire departments.  This area was most recently used by 
the electric department as a pole storage yard.  However, this activity has been transferred 
to the DPW Building on 8th Avenue. 
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Abonmarche has been hired to complete the design, bidding, and construction 
administration related to the pump track.  The attached drawing shows a conceptual design 
for South Haven’s pump track that has been developed in collaboration with City staff.  The 
proposed design features a novice pump track loop and an advanced pump track loop.  
Crossovers permit users to combine both loops into a larger size track if so desired. 
 
The proposed pump track will have a 4’ high chain link fence constructed around the 
perimeter and various shade trees will be installed near the facility.  In addition, four parking 
spaces will be added for park users.  Additional parking is available in the nearby police and 
fire complex parking lot.  In addition, public restrooms and drinking fountains are available 
inside the police and fire complex building. 
 

Recommendation:  
 

The Parks Commission is requested to review the conceptual design at their October 8, 
2013 meeting and provide comments.  Staff will address the Parks Commission comments 
prior to proceeding with the project.  Once comments have been addressed, staff will 
proceed with the site plan approval process and Planning Commission review. 
 

Attachments: 
 

Conceptual pump track design. 




