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Parks Commission Staff Report 

 
Agenda Item #7 

Water Street Streetscape Improvements 
and Hillside Maintenance Plan 

City of South Haven 
 

 
Background Information 
 
In January of 2015, Cornelisse Design Associates, Inc. was hired to develop a plan for 
streetscape improvements along the south side of Water Street between South Beach and 
Downtown.  The south side of Water Street has received less attention than the north side.  The 
City does mow some areas along the south side; however, there are steep slopes and retaining 
walls that make maintenance activities challenging.  Other portions of the bluff line are 
overgrown and present a visible obstruction to views of the river and lake. 
 
The streetscape improvement plan includes a variety of improvements including new sidewalks 
for improved pedestrian access, new landscaping, segmental retaining walls, selective clearing, 
and a new staircase connecting the corner of Indiana Av and Eagle St to Water St. 
 
The Hillside Maintenance Plan includes recommendations on maintenance activities that will 
improve the appearance of the hillside and improve views. 
 
Pat Cornelisse will be in attendance to describe the proposed improvements and answer 
questions. 
 
Recommendation 
 
Review the conceptual streetscape plan and the hillside maintenance treatment 
recommendations.  It is recommended that the parking area near the South Beach restrooms be 
modified to match the conceptual plan for this area previously approved by the Parks 
Commission. 
 
As part of the plan approval process, City Staff is seeking a formal recommendation of approval 
from the Parks Commission, Downtown Development Authority, and Harbor Commission for 
both the Streetscape Plan and Hillside Maintenance Plan.  Once the approval process is 
completed, the City Manager will seek formal approval of the plan from City Council and request 
funding for the improvements. 
 
Attachments 
 
Water Street – Conceptual Plan 
Water Street – Hillside Maintenance Plan 
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